
We will get through this.
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Operation Recovery: The Malibu Times welcomes all 
Malibu residents and those affected by the Woolsey Fire 
to the first Operation Recovery meeting on Sunday, Nov. 
24. See the Operation Recovery page on A7 and From the 
Publisher on A4 for more details.

See Woolsey Fire, page A10

See Pierson, page A13

See Borderline shooting, page A14
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Jefferson “Zuma Jay” Wagner 
released from hospital
Mayor Pro Tem Jefferson “Zuma 
Jay” Wagner was recovering this 
week after being hospitalized 
for injuries incurred fighting the 
Woolsey Fire. News, A8.

School information
Malibu schools sustained little 
damage in the fire, but most 
will remain closed through 
Thanksgiving, working to reopen 
on Nov. 26. News, A8.

Restaurants stay open to  
feed the hungry
Malibu restaurants from one 
end of town to the other worked 
to remain open throughout the 
Woolsey Fire evacuation zone, 
providing meals to first respond-
ers and stranded residents. 
Malibu Life, B1.

Junior Lifeguards raising money 
to rebuild
Leo Carrillo State Beach Junior 
Lifeguards launched an online 
fundraiser after its supply shed 
and trailer were destroyed by the 
Woolsey Fire Friday. Sports, B12. 

I N S I D E

Photos by Julie Ellerton / TMT
Above: Paradise Cove residents, unable to leave Malibu without being barred from returning, unload supplies from a yacht sent from Marina Del Rey.
Inset: Traffic is jammed on Pacific Coast Highway on Friday, Nov. 9, as thousands evacuate Malibu, with smoke from the Woolsey Fire blowing over the Santa Monica 
Mountains.

Thousand Oaks mass shooting takes 12 
lives—including one Pepperdine student

The Pepperdine community 
mourns for one of its own in the 
wake of the Borderline Bar & Grill 
mass shooting, which left 12 dead.
By Shivani Patel
Staff Writer

Just hours before the Woolsey 
and Hill Fires erupted, Pepperdine 
University—and the greater Malibu 
community—were dealing with anoth-
er unthinkable tragedy.

Twelve people were killed in a mass 
shooting at the Borderline Bar & Grill 
in Thousand Oaks late Wednesday 
night, Nov. 7.

Alaina Housley, an 18-year-old 
Pepperdine freshman, was among 

those murdered. The others were Blake 
Dingman, Cody Coffman, Daniel 
Manrique, Jake Dunham, Justin Meek, 
Kristin Morisette, Mark Meza, Noel 
Sparks, Sgt. Ron Helus, Sean Adler 
and Telemachus Orfanos—several of 
them were residents of the area. 

It was “College Country Night” at 
the Western-style bar; a popular desti-
nation for young people aged 18-21, 
Pepperdine University and California 
Lutheran University students were 
confirmed to be at the bar when the 
shooting started. Pepperdine said 16 of 
its students were there at the time.

Two students were injured, and 
were treated and released from a near-Twitter / @amowreader

Alaina Housley

Mikke Pierson: 
The birdman  
of Malibu
Council member-elect Mikke 
Pierson has had quite a week: In the 
days after he won his election bid, 
Pierson has fought off the Woolsey 
Fire, checked on hundreds of 
addresses and now? He’s rescuing 
chickens.
By Emily Sawicki
Managing Editor

On Tuesday morning, Mikke 
Pierson drove his Subaru Outback in 
a slow route around Malibu, scanning 
houses. Stopping periodically, Pierson 
would scratch a note in a small note-
book scrawled with page after page 
of addresses he had noted down over 
the first few days since the Woolsey 
Fire began. Since the flames subsided, 
Pierson has taken charge of the monu-
mental task of notifying homeowners 
that their houses were destroyed.

The somber mood stood in stark 
contrast to last Tuesday night—Nov. 
6—when Pierson, a lifelong resident of 
Malibu West, stayed up waiting for elec-
tion results to roll in. By Wednesday, it 
was clear Pierson had earned enough 
votes to secure a seat on the Malibu City 
Council, but his celebration didn’t last 
long.

Just one day later, the Woolsey 
Fire was tearing its way through 
Ventura County and threatening to 
make the “jump” over the Ventura 
(101) Freeway and into Malibu. It did, 
around 5 a.m. Friday, and by the time 
flames reached Pierson’s neighborhood 
later that morning, he and a handful of 
his neighbors were ready.

Ways to help those  
affected by Woolsey Fire
This list features information 
obtained by press time on 
Thursday, Nov. 15. The list will 
continue to be updated online.

By Shivani Patel
Staff Writer

Thousands of residents in the Los 
Angeles and Ventura county areas have 
been affected by the Hill and Woolsey 
fires. 

Both fires began last Thursday, Nov. 
8. Since then, the Woolsey Fire has 
grown to more than 93,000 acres—LA 
County Fire Chief Daryl Osby said the 
burn area was “larger than the City of 
Denver.”

To help residents who have lost 

their homes, and the first responders 
fighting the fires, here are a few ways:

Monetary donations
Cash is one of the best ways to help 

support relief efforts. According to 
the Center for International Disaster 
Information, “Most importantly, cash 
can be used immediately in response to 
a crisis, and allows disaster relief orga-
nizations to purchase exactly what is 
needed, when it’s needed.”

*Malibu  Fire  Re l i e f  (b i t .
ly/2T8fUZT): The Boys & Girls 
Club of Malibu is serving as the fiscal 
operator for donations to Malibu resi-
dents and the equestrian community. 
The group is working with California 

What to do 
if your home 
burned down
Provided by Operation Recovery 
and The Malibu Times—advice and 
counsel is available from survivors 
of the ‘93 fire.
By Karen York
Publisher

Dear Neighbor: Arnold and I, 
along with over 400 other families, 
lost our homes in the Malibu fire of 
1993. We formed a group that became 
known as Operation Recovery. Below 
is some of the wisdom from the O.R. 
group—the first steps to take after you 
lose your home:

1. Drive carefully and move slow-
ly—many accidents happened after the 

See Ways to help, page A12 See Advice, page A12

The Woolsey Fire is now recognized 
as the worst disaster in Los Angeles 
County history.
By Shivani Patel and Emily Sawicki
The Malibu Times

Hundreds of thousands of residents 
in Ventura and Los Angeles counties 
were affected by the devastation caused 
by the Woolsey and Hill fires, which 
started Thursday afternoon, Nov. 8 and 
continued to burn over the long Veterans 
Day Weekend.

The Woolsey Fire, which continues 
to affect a major portion of that area, 
was at 98,362 acres with 62 percent con-
tainment at press time Thursday, Nov. 
15. The LA County Fire Department 
confirmed an estimated 504 structures 
were destroyed, and another 96 were 
damaged. There have been three civilian 
fatalities so far and three firefighter inju-
ries. Only about 53 percent of the burn 
area had been assessed.

Parts of Eastern Malibu were opened 
to residents starting Tuesday, Nov. 13; 
western Malibu was still under manda-
tory evacuation.

The Hill Fire grew to 4,531 acres 
and was at 99 percent containment as 
of 6:50 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 15. A total 
of two buildings were destroyed, and 
another two were injured.

Below is our record of events, as 
posted to The Malibu Times website.

Wildfire engulfs Malibu: Hundreds of  
homes lost, thousands remain evacuated


