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[FRIDAY, Nov. 9, 12:25 a.m.] Firefighters were 
battling two fast-moving wildfires in areas just out-
side Malibu throughout the evening and into the 
night Thursday, Nov. 8.

As of 12:25 a.m. Friday there was no direct 
threat to Malibu, with no evacuation orders in place 
anywhere in the city.

Called the Woolsey Fire, a brush fire that began 
in Simi Valley grew to thousands of acres, envelop-
ing the Bell Canyon area and causing mandatory 
evacuations north of the Ventura (101) Freeway 
between Valley Circle Drive and Lindero Canyon 
on Thursday evening. That evacuation zone grew 
to include Oak Park late Thursday—Oak Park 
High School had been used as an evacuation shel-
ter before the fire began moving in that direction. 
Structures were reported burning in the blaze, 
though exact locations were not made available. 
Close to midnight, the mandatory evacuation zone 
had grown to include areas of Thousand Oaks from 
Thousand Oaks Boulevard north to Sunset Hills, 
from Oak Park west to Highway 23.

Voluntary evacuations were in place for all resi-
dents of Calabasas and Agoura Hills.

The other nearby fire began just after 2 p.m. 
in the Santa Rosa Valley. Called the Hill Fire, it 
started off Hill Road but by 2:15 had jumped the 
101 Freeway and began rapidly moving across the 
Conejo Grade in Ventura County. As of midnight 
Friday morning, the fire covered several thousand 
acres, causing mandatory evacuations all along 
Pacific Coast Highway to the Ventura/LA coun-
ty line—such as the area around Neptune’s Net, 
Sycamore Canyon Park, Point Mugu State Park and 
Naval Base Ventura Point Mugu. The fire caused 
the evacuation of California State University—
Channel Islands and the Camarillo Springs neigh-
borhood and burned several structures. The 101 
Freeway remained closed overnight Thursday into 
Friday.

Due to the fires, school was cancelled for stu-
dents across Ventura County for Friday.

Malibu schools were planning to remain open 
for a normal Friday schedule as of a notice sent to 
local media around 9:30 p.m. Thursday, though 
officials were monitoring conditions.

Red Flag conditions—low humidity and 
high wind—were in place throughout the region 
Thursday and expected to remain well into Friday. 
Power circuits in Western Malibu were being moni-
tored for possible power shut-offs by Southern 
California Edison.

 [1:25 a.m.]  Anyone located south of the 101 
Freeway between Westlake Boulevard to the east, 
Las Virgenes Road to the west and Mulholland to 
the south is being asked to evacuate immediately, 
according to Malibu Search and Rescue.

 [2:23 a.m.]  Power has been knocked out to 
an estimated 2,118 Southern California Edison cus-
tomers in the Big Rock area of Malibu (the far east-
ern area of the city). According to the SCE Outage 
Map on its website, “Fire” is listed as the reason for 
the outage. Power was expected to be restored by 
6 p.m. Friday.

 [3:30 a.m.]  Fears remained the fire could 
jump the Ventura (101) Freeway, prompting a large 
area of mandatory evacuations between the 101 
and Mulholland Highway. 

No areas of Malibu were under voluntary or 
mandatory evacuation as of 3:30 a.m.

Malibu/Lost Hills Sheriff’s Station shared an 
image of the fire taken from outside the station, 
located on Agoura Road. 

 [3:45 a.m.]  The City of Calabasas reported 
MUSE School and Viewpoint School would not be 
holding classes on Friday. Joining them on the list 
of school closures are the following Ventura County 
districts, according to the Ventura County Star:
* Conejo Valley Unified School District 
* Hueneme Elementary School District 
* Las Virgenes Unified School District 
* Mesa Union School District 
* Oak Park Unified School District 
* Oxnard Elementary School District 
* Oxnard Union High School District 
* Pleasant Valley School District 
* Rio School District 
* Simi Valley Unified School District 
* Somis Union School District   

As of 9:43 p.m. on Thursday, Santa Monica-
Malibu Unified School District spokesperson Gail 
Pinsker said Malibu public schools would be open 
with normal Friday schedules. News media has not 
been informed of any changes. 

 [4:23 a.m.]  Multiple sources have reported 
Pierce College—the place commonly used for 
large animal evacuations in Malibu and surround-
ing communities—is now full. Anyone evacuating a 
large animal should take it to Hansen Dam, located 
at 11770 Foothill Blvd., Lake View Terrace, CA 
91342.

The Ventura (101) Freeway was reopened head-
ing northbound to allow for evacuations into west 
Ventura County, according to California Highway 
Patrol spokespeople in Moorpark. Southbound 
101 was to remain closed.

 [4:38 a.m.]  Dry, windy conditions were 
expected to continue into Friday, according to a 
NWS tweet. A Red Flag Warning was in effect in 
Malibu from 10 a.m. Thursday, expected to last 
through 10 p.m. Friday, Nov. 9.

 [4:45 a.m.]  Pepperdine University has can-
celled classes and closed both its Malibu and 
Calabasas campuses for Friday due to wildfires.

 [4:50 a.m.]  Malibu schools will be closed 
Friday, according to information shared by the 
school district. 

 [5:04 a.m.]  At last update around 4 a.m., 
75,000 homes were under evacuation orders due 
to the Woolsey Fire in Simi Valley, Thousand Oaks, 
Westlake Village, Oak Park, Agoura Hills and 
Calabasas. It was unknown how many structures 
were destroyed—Ventura County Fire Department 
simply listed “many”—but unconfirmed estimates 
(via KBU News) have put the numbers in the hun-
dreds. The fire was zero percent contained and was 
being fought by a combined 400 firefighters under 
a unified command of VCFD, LACoFD, LAFD, 
LASD, LAPD and Cal Fire. 

 [5:12 a.m.]  Unconfirmed reports stated the 
fire jumped the 101 Freeway at Chesebro.

 [5:14 a.m.]  Emergency personnel confirm 
the fire has jumped the 101 Freeway heading south.

 [5:40 a.m.]  The Ventura Freeway is fully 
closed in the area where the flames jumped across, 
between Reyes Adobe Road and Valley Circle 
Drive, according to sigalert.com.

The City of Malibu sent an alert at 5:41 notify-
ing residents it was monitoring the Woolsey Fire.

 [6:30 a.m.]  Malibu Search and Rescue issued 
an evacuation for residents of the Malibu area from 
Liberty Canyon west to Decker Canyon and south 
to Pacific Coast Highway. 

The City of Malibu is not confirming the evacu-
ations, pending confirmation from the fire depart-
ment. 

 [6:58 a.m.]  A mandatory evacuation has been 
called for all of Malibu between Malibu Canyon 
Road and Ventura County line. All areas south of 
the 101, to the ocean, per City of Malibu.

Residents, pack up and leave. Do not delay.

 [7:23 a.m.]  Evacuations are in place for all of 
Malibu west of Malibu Canyon/Las Virgenes, due 
to the Woolsey Fire, currently burning at between 
8-10,000 acres and threatening about 75,000 
structures in Ventura and Los Angeles counties.

Anyone with large animals such as horses 
should evacuate them immediately. Take them to 
the Zuma Beach Parking Lot, which is being set 
up to handle animals, or Hansen Dam, located at 
11770 Foothill Blvd., Lake View Terrace, Calif. 
Pierce College is full. 

Lane closures and heavy traffic remain in 
effect on the 101 Freeway. An alert from the City 
of Malibu says a traffic signal is out at PCH and 
Coastline Drive, so delays are to be expected. 

SMMUSD spokesperson Gail Pinsker said “our 
Malibu preschools and before and after school pro-
grams are closed.” The Boys & Girls Club of Malibu 
will also remain closed. (All Malibu schools in the 
district are closed, as announced earlier today.)

Pepperdine students, faculty and staff at the 
Malibu campus must head to their designated shel-
ter-in-place. Residents of on-campus apartments, 
Seaside and Drescher should head to Firestone 
Fieldhouse. Anyone with pets/service animals 
should head there as well. People residing at all resi-
dence halls, Towers, Baxter Drive and Tiner Court 
should head to Tyler Campus Center. For more 
details, visit emergency.pepperdine.edu.

For off-campus Pepperdine community, spokes-
person Alex Forero said they are advised to follow 
the directives of their local law enforcement agen-
cy/fire department. Do not drive unnecessarily in 

the canyons. 
American Red Cross has notified the City 

that the nearest evacuation center for residents 
of Malibu is at Palisades High School, located at 
15777 Bowdoin St, Pacific Palisades, per LASD.

 [10:09 a.m.]  Mandatory evacuations are now 
in place for all of Malibu, including unincorporated 
areas. All residents, from Ventura County Line to 
the area of the Getty Villa and the 101 Freeway to 
the ocean, must evacuate as soon as possible. Take 
PCH. 

 [12 p.m.]  Western Town at Paramount Ranch 
was a victim of the Woolsey Fire, according to 
information provided by Santa Monica Mountains 
officials. 

The fire continued to make its way into Malibu, 
with few specific details available. Evacuations were 
ongoing and remain mandatory citywide. 

Approximately 7,276 customers were without 
power in Malibu around noon Friday due to the 
Woolsey Fire, high winds and possibly other factors. 
That number grows to 11,000 if you include areas 
of unincorporated Malibu and Topanga—per the 
SCE outage map. 

 [12:20 p.m.]  PCH was closed heading west 
(north) beginning at Webb Way and going all the 
way to the Ventura County Line. All PCH traf-
fic is being directed east, toward Santa Monica. 
Residents continue to evacuate. Fire is impacting 
or soon will be impacting several Malibu neighbor-
hoods in the western part of the city.

Power is out in Tuna Canyon, Civic Center and 
Malibu West.

Equestrian evacuation is available at Rolling 
Hills Estate Stables and Will Rogers State Beach.

The fire is now approximately 14,000 acres with 
zero containment.

The 101 Freeway remains closed in both direc-
tions through Agoura Hills and Calabasas.

All information from the City of Malibu. 

 [12:27 p.m.]  “Fire is burning out of control, 
heading into populated areas of Malibu. All resi-
dents evacuate now.” - Emergency message from 
City of Malibu/LASD.

 [2:22 p.m.]  Topanga Canyon is under man-
datory evacuation. Zones 1-6 are to evacuate north 
toward the San Fernando Valley. Zones 7-9 are to 
evacuate south toward PCH.

 [3 p.m.]  Campus Kilpatrick, a juvenile justice 
facility located in Malibu off Encinal Canyon, north 
of Zuma Ridge, is being evacuated, according to 
LA County Sheriff’s officials. Residents and staff 
from the facility were being moved to Challenger 
Memorial Youth Center in Lancaster. Campus 
Kilpatrick, formerly Camp Kilpatrick, had been 
torn down in 2014 and reopened in June 2017 as 
a brand new, state-of-the-art facility. All youth were 
accounted for, LASD said. The facility was designed 
to house up to 80 residents, but it’s not clear how 
many were living there on Friday.

Elsewhere in Malibu, there were unconfirmed 
descriptions of homes and structures burning in 
the area of Malibu Park, Morning View Drive and 
along Pacific Coast Highway near Kanan Dume 
Road. No officials have vouched for the validity of 
these reports.

 [3:24 p.m.]  The school district is now aware 
of flames affecting Malibu High School, but is 
unsure as to the “extent of any damage.”

A video originally shared onto the 99.1 KBUU 
page appears to show part of MHS engulfed in 

flame. (It is not clear who took the video.)
“The district has convened its emergency opera-

tions center since this started last night and we’ve 
been monitoring the situation,” district spokesper-
son Pinsker said in a phone call with The Malibu 
Times. 

The emergency operations group, which 
includes Malibu school principals, facilities manage-
ment and others, will meet at 4 p.m. today to dis-
cuss next steps. 

 [5:05 p.m.]  SMMUSD spokesperson Pinsker 
could not confirm the extent of fire damage at 
Malibu High School or whether other schools in 
the community were affected. 

“We do not have information right now on the 
status of any of our schools,” she said. (District per-
sonnel have been prohibited from entering the area 
due to fire danger.)

Pinsker said the district anticipates keeping the 
schools closed at least until Wednesday, Nov. 14; 
the schools were already planned to be closed on 
Monday due to Veterans’ Day.

When the fire dies down, SMMUSD personnel 
plan to enter the school facilities to clear out smoke, 
change filters, check air quality and more to make 
sure the schools are safe and accessible.

 [6:24 p.m.]  The Woolsey Fire continues to 
burn, with estimates at 35,000 acres and steadily 
growing. So far, the Ventura County Sheriff ’s 
Office of Emergency Services said it “has issued 
evacuations to more than 95,000 people” in the last 
24 plus hours.

At this point, there is zero percent containment.
The NWS said the next Santa Ana winds, as 

predicted earlier this week, would bring “continued 
critical Red Flag conditions” to the Los Angeles and 
Ventura counties from Sunday through Tuesday. 
The gusts are expected to reach 40-50 m.p.h.

Meanwhile, SCE said “there is no Public Safety 
Power Shutoff in the Malibu area” online. It attrib-
uted the power outages to current weather condi-
tions.

The County of Los Angeles Public Health 
department has issued a smoke advisory for west 
San Fernando Valley and northwest coastal LA 
County.

“It is difficult to tell where ash or soot from a 
fire will go, or how winds will affect the level of dust 
particles in the air, so we ask everyone to be aware 
of their immediate environment and to take actions 
to safeguard their health,” LA County Health 
Officer Muntu Davis, MD, MPH, said. “Smoke 
and ash can be harmful to health, even people who 
are healthy.”

According to California State Parks, Leo 
Carrillo and Point Mugu State Parks, and Malibu 
Creek State Park are closed due to the Hill and 
Woolsey Fires, respectively.

 [7:57 p.m.]  The LA County Fire Department 
confirmed a “very significant number of homes in 
the operational area [were] damaged or destroyed 
by fire.” 

The fire is burning at around 35,000 acres and 
is zero percent contained. An estimated 200,000 
plus residents have been evacuated overall. 

For animal shelters: Hansen Dam Equestrian 
Center and Pierce College are no longer accept-
ing large animals, as they are at capacity. Owners 
can take their large animals to the Antelope Valley 
Fairgrounds, located at 2551 W. Ave H., Lancaster, 
Calif.

 [8:45 p.m.]  The California Wildlife Center, 
located on Piuma Road in Calabasas, has relocated 
its animals to an alternate site in a “safe location,” 
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