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TCWC Rescues Lost Animal
Lost beaver found in barn rescued and 
rehabilitated to be re-released.
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Conviction
Overturned 
in Fowler 

Murder Case

The conviction of 
a young teen found 
guilty of the 2013 
murder of his sister 
was overturned last 
week citing violations 
of the youth’s rights 
during two of his in-
terviews.

Isiah Fowler was 
found guilty of sec-
ond-degree murder 
in the stabbing death 

of his 8-year-old 
sister Leila, by Calav-
eras County Superior 
Court Judge Thomas 
A. Smith on October 
6, 2015, to remain in 
custody until he’s 23 
years old.

According to a 
three-judge panel for 
California’s 3rd Dis-
trict Court of Appeal 
in Sacramento two of 
the four interviews 
conducted with Fowler 
after his sister’s death 
proved to be inadmis-
sible because Fowler 
was not appropriately 
made aware of his Mi-
randa Rights and be-
cause of the presence 
of his father, Barney 
Fowler, during the in-
terviews. According to 
the court’s decision, 
Barney Fowler’s

Ione Police Chief Tracy 
Busby presents the Police 
Offi  cer of the Year award 
to Fernando Legerroto at 
Tuesday night’s meeting 

of the Ione City Council.
In other business, the 

council approved a new 
labor agreement with the 
city police department, 
directed staff  to circulate 
a request for grant

Ione Honors Police 
Offi  cer of the Year

Behind the Cellar Door
Take a look “Behind the Cellar Door” at 
Amador Vintners’ annual event.
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Isiah Fowler

Youth from Pine Grove Camp Get 
Special Learning Opportunity

Young Men See & Learn About Animals at San Andreas PAWS
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The youth of the Pine Grove Youth 
Conservation Camp are almost al-
ways on call. As they learn to become 
youth fi refi ghters, they must always 
be available for any wildfi re situation. 
But, one week out of the year, when 
the local CAL FIRE captains go to their 
annual training, the youth get a week 
off . 

According to James Liptrap, one of 
the correctional offi  cers at PGYCC, 
they always look for activities for the 
youth to do in their free week. In the 
past they’ve done activities like bowl-
ing or going to the movies, but in an 
eff ort to give them an educational op-
portunity, they reached out to PAWS, 
the Performing Animal Welfare Soci-
ety in San Andreas. 

For more than 30 years, PAWS has 
been at the forefront of eff orts to res-
cue and provide appropriate, humane 
sanctuary for animals who have been 

the victims of the exotic and perform-
ing animal trades. It currently houses 
several tigers and bears, a leopard, 
and even a few elephants.

On February 16, a group of 27 youth 
fi refi ghters from the Pine Grove Camp 
took a trip to PAWS to learn about the 
animals and the mission of PAWS.

Youth chosen to participate amount-
ed to what Liptrap described as “the 

best of the best.” They each had to 
have no disciplinary action needed for 
at least three months by correctional 
offi  cers, fi re captains, teachers and 
staff .

The youth who attended the trip 
were engaged and respectful through-
out the visit, asking good questions of 
their guide Ed Stewart, President and 
PAWS co-founder.

The youth began their tour at the 
enclosure of a black spotted leopard 
named Alexander. They then had the 
opportunity to tour the veterinary fa-
cilities, which are almost brand-new 
and state-of-the-art.

There, youth also watched an infor-
mative video that detailed the pro-
cess by which some animals come to 
PAWS.

Watching the video, the youth also 
learned about how diff erently animals 
can be treated by diff erent groups or 
people who house them. After watch-
ing a video about a so-called “Tiger 
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