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FIRE DESTROYS 
GREENHOUSES

Monday’s blaze at cannabis facility under investigation 

LOCAL

STAFF REPORT

A 
devastating fire broke out Monday 
afternoon at Loudpack Farms in 
Greenfield, sending over a hundred 
employees running to safety as the 

blaze ripped through multiple greenhouses at the 
cannabis facility on Cherry Avenue.

According to officials, the fire started at 
about 4:20 p.m. on July 23 in between the green-

houses and quickly spread because of the South 
County winds and the absence of sprinklers 
inside the structures. Five of the facility’s eight 
greenhouses were destroyed.

Loudpack Farms, the city’s largest employer, 
is a manufacturer and cultivator of marijuana 
products and medical cannabis infused products. 
The 50,000-square-foot facility at 900 Cherry 
Ave. consists of a large manufacturing lab, 
offices and the light-deprivation greenhouses. 

Nearly 300 people are employed at the facility, 
the majority of whom are local residents.

As the fire alarms went off Monday, em-
ployees in the manufacturing areas, offices and 
labs were evacuated to safety, including those 
who had to scramble down the main building’s 
second floor stairwell. No one was injured in the 
incident, officials reported.

Door to Hope,  
ACTION bring 

new office to town
BY SEAN RONEY

FOR GREENFIELD NEWS

KING CITY — King City’s 
Town Square featured activities 
for children last Tuesday as part 

of a community awareness event 
announcing services being offered 
in the upstairs Suite 77 location. 

The community event was 
hosted by Door to Hope and 
ACTION, which work in collab-
oration to provide playgroups for 
children under 5 years of age and 
therapy services for the same age 
range. 

The July 17 event included 
free books for children, free 
parenting kits for new parents, 

as well as sensory activities like 
sand, bubbles, magnets and giant 
building blocks. 

The overall aim was to let peo-
ple know about the services now 
being brought to the area, which 
would otherwise require a trip to 
the Salinas offices.

“It’s a satellite for us so we 
can serve families here in King 
City that might not otherwise be 

Community event highlights playgroup, counseling services for youth
SOUTH COUNTY

Self-help 
court services 

expand to 
South County

LEGAL

BY RYAN CRONK
GREENFIELD NEWS

GREENFIELD — Monterey 
County Superior Court has expanded its 
self-help services to South County, with 
the new Self-Help Center operating 
in Greenfield on the fourth Friday of 
each month from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Greenfield Civic Center.

The Self-Help Center provides in-
formation and assistance to individuals 
who do not have a lawyer and explains 
options without giving legal advice or 
representing any party. Services are 
available in family law, child support, 
custody and visitation, small claims, 
unlawful detainer (landlord/tenant) as 
well as to answer general questions in 
both English and Spanish languages. 

According to the Monterey Coun-
ty Superior Court, the expansion of 
self-help services to Greenfield will 
“provide greater access to South Mon-
terey County residents who are acting 
as self-represented litigants and are in 
need of assistance.”

The Greenfield Self-Help Center 
services mirror the assistance provided 
in both Monterey and Salinas, where 
legal and support staff guide self-rep-
resented litigants with document 
preparation and review. Group clinics 
and workshops will likely be arranged 
in the future based on the needs of the 
community, the court said.

The public is encouraged to make 
an appointment to ensure service.

“The court is committed to using its 
resources — staff as well as technology 
— to serve all of Monterey County,” said 
Presiding Judge Lydia M. Villarreal. 

(See COURT, page A12)

Now operating  
every fourth Friday  

in Greenfield

Photo by Chris Lopez
Five marijuana greenhouses at Loudpack Farms on Cherry Avenue in Greenfield were damaged in a fire Monday afternoon. 

(See FIRE, page A12)
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Adelida Alvarez, 
Cristina Sotelo 
and L’shanna Klein 
from Door to Hope 
and ACTION  
present free 
books for children 
at their July 17 
event, announcing 
the services now 
being brought to 
local youth under 
5 years old.

(See HOPE, page A12)
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INCREASED TEMPERATURES
= INCREASED DANGERS:

USE CAUTION WHILE OUTSIDE. 
ONE LESS SPARK, ONE LESS WILDFIRE!

ENSURE CAMPFIRES ARE OUT COLD!
USE THE DROWN & STIR METHOD.

DON’T LEAVE KIDS OR PETS IN VEHICLES!

STAY HYDRATED WHILE OUTDOORS.



served because they might 
not have transportation,” said 
L’shanna Klein, director of 

family services for Door to 
Hope.

“The office we have here 
is a collaboration with Door 
to Hope and ACTION,” said 
Cristina Sotelo, parent initia-
tive coordinator for Door to 
Hope and ACTION. “You can 
get services in Salinas or re-

quest services in Salinas, then 
we’ll meet with the families 
here. We’re excited to have an 
office here in King City.”

The King City event was 
held in the morning, then was 
followed up by an afternoon 
event in Greenfield to intro-
duce the community to the 

office in that city, as well.
“It’s a resource center 

where we offer more play-
groups,” said Sotelo of the 
Greenfield office. “There’s 
someone there who helps with 
completing applications, and 
we have another program that 
does home visits.”

Door to Hope provides 
therapy for children who 
qualify, while the ACTION 
component of the partnership 
hosts the playgroups and 
coordinates home visits. In 
the King City area, Sotelo 

said more than 20 families are 
already participating in the 
playgroups. 

The collaboration is hosted 
through First 5. 

ACTION’s playgroups are 
held in the King City office on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 
12 p.m. For information about 
playgroups, contact Monica at 
831-756-0106 (English/Span-
ish) or Adelaida at 831-737-
4302 (Triqui/Spanish). 

For Door to Hope services, 
contact the main office at 831-
758-0181.

HOPE
Continued from A1

“We hope this is just the 
beginning of a much larger 
presence for the court in South 
County,” Villarreal added.

The court said the response 
so far has been “encourag-
ing and robust,” with a fully 
booked calendar and a waitlist 
for appointments as South 
County residents, who would 
otherwise need to travel up 
to 100 miles roundtrip, are 
now able to receive in-person 
assistance. 

The expansion to Green-
field has been assisted by the 
court’s recently implemented 
electronic records management 
system, making it possible 

for court staff to access case 
files remotely, which helps 
to service a greater number 
of individuals throughout the 
county.

Self-help services continue 
to be offered in the Monterey 
Courthouse on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
and Tuesdays from 8 a.m. 
to 1 p.m.; and in the Salinas 
Courthouse on Mondays and 
Fridays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., 
except for the fourth Friday 
of the month when staff is in 
Greenfield. 

For more information on 
self-help services or to set 
up an appointment, visit the 
court’s website www.monte-
rey.courts.ca.gov/SelfHelp.

COURT
Continued from A1

The cause of the fire is still under 
investigation. 

Jeff Terpstra, interim fire chief 
with the Greenfield Fire Department, 
said there are no indications of crimi-
nal intent, such as arson.

“We have ruled out arson or 

criminal indications and are now 
looking at accidental causes, like 
building components, electrical 
causes and human factors,” Terpstra 
said Tuesday.

He estimates that the fire caused 
millions of dollars in damages at the 
facility.

Along with the Greenfield Fire 
Department, agencies from King 

City, Soledad (Cal Fire/Correction-
al Training Facility) and Gonzales 
as well as the Monterey County 
Regional Fire District and the South 
Monterey County Fire Protection 
District assisted in the fire suppres-
sion operation.

“As we head back to work today 
after the unexpected fires at our 
Greenfield facility yesterday, we 

wanted to take a moment to thank the 
Greenfield Fire Department again for 
their incredible efforts in getting the 
fire under control so quickly,” said 
Loudpack Farms in a statement Tues-
day. “While we are still assessing the 
damages, we can confirm that five of 
the eight greenhouses were affected. 
Luckily, the manufacturing and pro-
cessing facilities were not affected, 

so we are able to maintain our regular 
production.

“Since this is an open investiga-
tion, we can’t comment specifically 
on what caused the fire, but we will 
be putting our focus toward rebuild-
ing the damaged property in the 
coming weeks and thank the commu-
nity for its continued support,” the 
statement concluded.

FIRE
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Photos by Pine Canyon Fire Department
The cause of Monday’s blaze at Loudpack Farms is still under investigation, but arson has been ruled out. Above are photos taken during and after the fire, the smoke of which could be seen for miles. 
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