
Temperatures
               Hi    Low  Rain
July 24      108     78
July 25      111      73       
July 26      113      76      
July 27      103      72
July 28       99       72
July 29      104      69
July 30      103      73 
July 31                  68

Measured from July 1 - June 30
Readings taken this week from

AccuWeather.com

Rainfall past week..........0.00
Rainfall to date…............0.00
Last year to date….........0.00

Due to the smoke and 
uncertainty about the Carr 
Fire, Friday Night in the 
Park with The Billies at 
Clair Engle Park in Shasta 
Lake has been cancelled, 
the Shasta Lake Chamber 
of Commerce said on 
their Facebook page. 
The indicated they would 
reschedule those nights that 
have been affected by the 
fi re. For more information, 
call the Shasta Lake 
Chamber of Commerce at 
275-7497.

FNITP cancelled
this week due to
Carr Fire

A whispering cherub statue in River Ridge Park in the 
Keswick area appears to try and calm the ferocious Carr 
Fire that roared through the area Thursday night. As of 
Tuesday morning, nearly 900 residences in the area had 
been destroyed by the fi re, including many in Old Shasta 

and the west Redding. The city of Shasta Lake was spared 
from the fi re’s wrath which has so far consumed over 
110,000 acres and resulted in six deaths. More photos, 
page 4A and 5A. Video from Friday online at the Bulletin 
website: www.northstate.news.
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By Aaron Williams

A power outage to the city of 
Shasta Lake during Thursday’s Carr 
Fire that might have lasted weeks 
was restored by a cooperative and 
collaborative effort of city electric 
workers and federal operators 
running transmission from the 
Shasta Dam.

City Manager John Duckett said 
Monday that the situation for the 
city looked grim after a high-voltage 
transmission line from Keswick was 
lost as the deadly fi re raced through 
a swath of west Redding and 
surrounding communities, leaving 
the entire city in the dark.

“The prognosis was days or 
weeks before power could be 
restored,” he said Monday. “I was 
thinking ‘What are we going to do?’”

By Friday, when it appeared 
the inferno had stalled on a ridge 

top west of the city of Shasta 
Lake, city electric engineer Trent 
Drenon and Electric Utility Director 
James Takehara approached with a 
possible solution: Use transmission 
lines from the Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA) at Shasta 
Dam to patch into the city’s power 
grid.

“Basically, the dam powers their 
own stuff; they’re a (power) island,” 
Duckett said. “We asked if we could 
be an island and power up with 
them.”

WAPA was open to the idea, he 
said, and city electrical workers and 
federal authorities began working 
on cutting in the power.

“We have six linemen with feet 
on the ground who cut the power in 
once it was available,” he said.

At fi rst, Duckett said, it failed, 
but then the circuit held.

“We began applying new 
circuits and were able to repower 
the entire city by Friday evening,” 

he said, adding the city’s proximity 
to Shasta Dam and its hydroelectric 
production made it feasible.

The City sought to restore the 
electricity to infrastructure such as 
the wastewater and water treatment 
plants fi rst, Duckett said.

The patch was not 
unprecedented, he added, as 
WAPA indicated they’d done work-
arounds with the Trinity Dam before 
in fi re situations.

With the high-voltage lines in 
Keswick a twisted, melted mess, 
Duckett initially was worried about 
“catastrophic” consequences for the 
city as it faced a long-term outage.

“The forecast was for 110 with 
no air conditioned or refrigeration,” 
he said. “You worry about the elderly 
population, the disruption to a lot 
of people’s lives and, fi nancially, 
it would’ve hurt businesses in our 
community.”

Faced with long-term power outage, city works with WAPA 
and Shasta Dam on work-around to get electricity back on 

The city clock on Friday shows 
the time the power went out the 
night before: 7:36 p.m.

San Diego photographer 
Mike Sakasegawa prides 
himself on seeing the 
beauty in mundane objects, 
The Washington Post 
reports. But something 
about his latest subject took 
social media by storm. On 
July 11, as Sakasegawa 
returned home from his 
morning run, he noticed a 
round, yellow object rolling 
down the street. “I thought 
it was a tennis ball or 
something,” he said, but in 
fact it was a lemon. So he 
did what any self-respecting 
photographer would do: He 
captured video of the fruit 
as it continued its journey 
to the bottom of the hill, 
then posted his 1.5-minute 
documentary to Twitter. 
Within 24 hours the video 
racked up more than 2.5 
million views. “I post stuff 
that’s similar to this all the 
time,” Sakasegawa said. 
“Most of the time, it fl oats 
on by.” By the next day, the 
lemon video had gained 
more than 100,000 likes, 
was retweeted tens of 
thousands of times, and a 
literary agent had contacted 
Sakasegawa, wondering if 
he’d like to make the lemon 
into a children’s book.
 - Copyright 2018

Universal Press Syndicate

City of Shasta Lake spared Carr Fire’s wrath
“I envisioned half 

the city gone. I could 
see Ranchera Pines, 

Flanagan Road, Walker 
Mine Road all gone.”

- SLFPD Chief Dennis Beck
during Thursday’s Carr Fire

chaotic eruption

- Please see Carr Five, page 6A

By Aaron Williams

When the Carr Fire engulfed 
much of the west side of Redding, 
Keswick and old Shasta on 
Thursday, Shasta Lake Fire Chief 
Dennis Beck feared the worst for 
his city.

“I envisioned half the city gone,” 
he said Monday. “I could see 
Ranchera Pines, Flanagan Road, 
Walker Mine Road all gone.”

But, the chief said, the fi re stalled 
that evening on a ridge top directly 
west of the Buckeye area and didn’t 
continue down to the river, which 
would’ve been catastrophic.

“Who knows why it didn’t come 
down,” he said. “Part of it could’ve 

been the topography or it could’ve 
been the wind or maybe that the 
main part of the fi re to the south 
wouldn’t let the energy go that way.”

Whatever it was, Beck said it 

was a relief Friday morning when 
he saw the blaze was slowed half a 
mile down from the ridge top.

Even though by Tuesday the 
fi re appeared headed mostly in 
a northwest direction, that didn’t 
mean the city is out of danger, nor 
should its residents take evacuation 
liftings lightly.

“They put a lot of tankers on it 
and bombed it pretty good,” Beck 
said. “But it’s slowly burning now 
and that’s why they still have Lake 
Boulevard and Summit City (under 
evacuation orders).”

The longtime chief also said 
that even though the area around 
Ranchera Pines burned two years 
ago, it didn’t mean it was entirely 

out of the danger as the inferno 
approached Thursday night.

Fires in the area are not new, he 
said, referencing the fi re in 2016 as 
well as fi res in 2008.

“Some areas just burn often,” 
Beck said.

Evacuation confusion
Beck also said the fi re and a lot 

of the confusion over information 
was a wake-up call for him and his 
department.

“I think one of the takeaways 
from this is that we should, at a 
county level and beyond, look 
at how we did and how we can 
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- Please see Seely, page 3A

*Shasta Lake Fire 
Protection District (SLFPD) 
personnel responded at 
1:08 p.m. Saturday to the 
4000 block of Meade Street 
for a report of a tree branch 
into power lines. SLFPD 
personnel cut the branch that 
was on the power lines. The 
city of Shasta Lake’s electrical 
workers checked the lines 
and found no damage.

*SLFPD personnel 
responded to three fender 
benders the night of July 26 
when the entire city of Shasta 
Lake was ordered to evacuate 
by Cal Fire due to the Carr 
Fire. The three incidents were 
on Shasta Dam Boulevard, 
another on Pine Grove 
Avenue and a third on Pine 
Grove Avenue at Interstate 5. 
There were no injuries.

*SLFPD personnel 
responded at 11:53 a.m. 
Thursday for a non-injury 
two vehicle traf  c collision on 
Pine Grove Avenue at Ashby 
Road.

*SLFPD personnel 
responded at 12:23 p.m. July 
25 to the Chappie-Shasta 

OHV Area for a vegetation 
 re. It was out before  re 
personnel arrived. 

*SLFPD personnel 
responded at 3:30 p.m. July 
23 to Highway 299 at the Carr 
Powerhouse at Whiskeytown 
Lake for the Carr Incident. 
SLFPD sent one engine and 
three personnel.

*SLFPD personnel 
responded at 1:15 p.m. July 
23 to the Carr Powerhouse 
at Whiskeytown Lake for the 
Carr Incident. SLFPD sent 
the water tender and two 
personnel. That would begin 
a series of 12 hour shifts by 
SLFPD personnel over the 
next four days until they were 
released at 2 p.m. July 27.

*From July 23 to July 29, 
Shasta Lake Fire Protection 
District personnel also 
responded to 19 lift assists, 
public assists, medical 
assists, welfare checks, or 
general illness calls. There 
were also  ve calls that were 
either cancelled, a false 
alarm, where no aid was 
needed or where nothing was 
found.

- See Sheriff’s Log, page 3A

Gut level 
communication

By GENNIE SEELY
In times of chaos, people 

need to get over expecting 
other people to  gure things 
out for them. In most cases 
those who have the degrees 
and education to become the 
leaders all too often have not 
had the gut level experience 
to understand the vagaries 
of the human psyche or its 
capabilities. These same people are usually the 
ones who decide the rules of engagement, the 
socially acceptable answers to how to address 
issues and what is necessary to preserve human 
lives. So what usually ensues is a doctrine issued, 
one size  ts all, to address situations that may 
have little relevance to what is actually happening. 
There seems to be a disregard for traditional values 
juxtaposed against the comfort of long-held customs 
and attachments.

Somehow, citizens are made to feel that they 
are incapable of making decisions for themselves 
and therefore must yield to those who have the 
technology to deal with the situation. Well, the 
experience of the Carr Fire in Shasta County is 
bringing to the fore a few problems that illustrate 
that we have some serious work to do to correct the 
situation.

When we were  rst told here in Shasta Lake 
that we were in a mode of mandatory evacuation, 
my son checked his cell phone. He informed me 
that there were no vacancies within our area where 
we could  nd lodging. No problem. I proceeded to 
gather items necessary for spending the time in 
the boonies. All we needed was a stream nearby 
where we could get water for keeping clean. Thus 
we loaded containers with necessities: medication, 
soap, towels and washcloths, tooth brushes and 
toothpaste and clothing for the heat. A neighbor 
gave us gallon milk cartons frozen with ice for 
our ice chests. I transferred all our meat from the 
refrigerator, plus water and Gatorade. 

I set out to  nd factual information. I went  rst 
to the sheriff’s substation. It was locked up. I then 
went out Shasta Dam Boulevard to the Summit City 
area. The road was blocked at Lake Boulevard. 
I approached the guards. One said, “Don’t ask 
me what is going on. Nobody tells us anything.” 
Unfortunately, in the subsequent days, I was told 
the same thing: they were told nothing. Knowing 
that a sheriff was the one that I needed to contact 
for information, I traveled all over the area. I never 
managed to locate a sheriff. I know they were busy, 
but we needed straight information, and we were not 
getting it. 

Meanwhile con  icting information was going out 
over the airways. My brother-in-law in Winnemucca, 
Nevada, called. He was very concerned. My grand-
daughter in Glenn County called, worried if we were 
okay.

I wanted to talk to people in the evacuation 
centers at Shasta College but was afraid to leave for 
fear that I would not be allowed to get back home. 
I  nally found a deputy that told me that we were 
under “mandatory evacuation” status but it was not 
being enforced. I was told that I could leave the 
area and would be allowed back in. So I took off for 
Shasta College. 

The situation there was sad. Everyone was 
bewildered. I was bewildered. Old people were 
sitting around in wheelchairs, clutching a cat or dog. 
Everybody was waiting for news about when they 
could go home. It was very depressing. 

Finally several members of Cal Fire came 
carrying a large map. They carried it all around trying 
to  nd a place to tape it up. A small contingent of us 
followed them around until they  nally found some 
place to tape it up. It just showed the extent of the 
 re. I had seen it before I left home. The Red Cross 
was giving out water, coffee and breakfast. I had 
only had a cup of coffee that my son made for me on 
his tiny camp stove, so I appreciated the bacon and 
scrambled eggs. I sat with a small group of ladies 
 guring that they knew something. They didn’t. They 
thought I knew something. I told them all that I had 
managed to  nd out, which wasn’t much.

Today, (I’m writing this on Sunday), I  nally began 
to learn things. My son has a scanner on his phone. 
He told me that Shasta Lake was not even supposed 
to be on mandatory evacuation. The message was 
wrong, but they couldn’t change it for fear it would 
“confuse people.” Well, guess what, everybody has 
been confused by con  icting information. It is very 
stressful. We are still getting confusing information 
from the media. Our Carr Fire is listed as “north of 
San Francisco.” Can’t they even  nd a map that has 
Redding on it? 

I am getting my information and insight from 
ordinary citizens. In the past several days I have 
met several. When I approach people and ask 
how things are going for them, they are willing to 
talk. They want information. I have also talked to 
members of the Highway Patrol, National Guard 
and those guarding the evacuated areas. Most 
admit that they do not really know what is going 
on. So just how are ordinary citizens supposed to 
become informed if those in control don’t have the 
information?

When I returned home from my son’s house 
in Anderson on Saturday, the radio said that all 
businesses on Shasta Dam Boulevard would be 
open for business. Saturday night we got barbequed 

Three suspicious male 
subjects on the 4600 block 
of Bonneville Street were 
reported at 9:05 p.m. Sunday.

     
A suspicious male subject 

in the area of Autumn Harvest 
Way and Cascade Boulevard 
was reported at 8:56 p.m. 
Sunday.

     
At 6:34 p.m. Sunday, 

Philip Campbell reported a 
burglary on the 4800 block 
of Fort Peck Street. He said 
a custom sword and collector 
BB guns were among the 
items stolen.

     
A suspicious vehicle in the 

area of Eugene Avenue and 
Dyke Street was reported at 
2:47 p.m. Sunday.

     
Suspected looters in the 

area of Pancake Hill Drive 
and Shasta Dam Boulevard 
were reported at 2:19 p.m. 
Sunday.

     
At 1:15 p.m. Sunday, 

Tasha Camarena reported 
someone had broken into her 
home on the 3800 block of 
El Cajon Avenue. She said 
some tools had been taken 
and it smelled as if someone 
had urinated in the home.

     
A suspicious vehicle 

on the 1900 block of 
Hardenbrook Avenue was 
reported at 11:54 a.m. 
Sunday.

     
Suspicious subjects in 

the area of Grand Coulee 
and Shasta Dam boulevards 
were reported at 7:24 a.m. 
Sunday.

     
At 5:49 a.m. Sunday, a 

woman from the 1100 block 
of North Boulevard reported 
her niece had not been heard 
from since Thursday.

     
Gunshots in the area of 

Shasta Dam Boulevard and 
Ashby Road were reported at 
2:09 a.m. Sunday.

     
A suicidal subject in patrol 

beat 3B was reported at 1:40 
a.m. Sunday. The exact 
location and names were 
redacted in the logbook.

     
A male subject with 

a handgun on the 1900 
block of Montana Avenue 
was reported at 10:51 p.m. 
Saturday.

     
At 7:26 p.m. Saturday, a 

woman from the 4400 block 
of La Mesa Avenue reported 
her boyfriend stabbed her 
vehicle’s radiator and tires.

     
A homeless camp near 

the 1900 block of Morning 
Star Way was reported at 

4:55 p.m. Saturday.
     

A suspicious vehicle on 
the 4500 block of Main Street 
was reportedly casing homes 
at 12:30 p.m. Saturday.

     
At 12:03 p.m. Saturday, a 

man from the 4700 block of 
Bonneville Street reported an 
unfamiliar vehicle parked in 
his neighbors’ driveway.

     
Dylan Lee Bodner, 22, 

was arrested at around 1 
a.m. Saturday, in the area 
of Cascade Boulevard and 
Second Street. As of Monday, 
he was being held in the 
Shasta County Jail in lieu of 
$25,000 bail on charges of 
alleged assault with a deadly 
weapon (not a  rearm) and 
vandalism.

     
A family dispute in the 

14000 area of Lamoine Drive 
in Jones Valley was reported 
at 12:24 a.m. Saturday.

     
A female subject in the 

area of Shasta Street and 
Shasta Dam Boulevard was 
reportedly attempting to get 
into vehicles and homes at 
11:40 p.m. Friday.

     
At 9:13 p.m. Friday, 

a woman from the 4700 
block of Bonneville Street 
reported several subjects 
with  ashlights were inside 
her neighbors’ home.

     
A confused female 

subject in the area of Ashby 
Road and Los Flores Street 
was reportedly wandering 
around at 8:24 p.m. Friday.

     
A male subject on the 

5200 block of Front Street 
was reportedly attempting to 
set his own home on  re.

     
At 5:37 p.m. Friday, 

Sandra Uchytil reported a 
generator stolen from the 
3100 block of Chaucer Way.

     
At 4:13 p.m. Friday, a 

man from the 4700 block of 
Orkney Place reported his 
neighbors’ front door was 
wide open.

     
Suspected looters in 

the area of Sioux Drive and 
Autumn Harvest Way were 
reported at 1:39 p.m. Friday.

     
Suspected looters in the 

area of Trinity Street and 
Sioux Drive were reported at 
1:35 p.m. Friday.

     
At 10:42 a.m. Friday, a 

caller from patrol beat 3B 
reported subjects possibly 
inside their neighbor’s home. 
They said their neighbors 
had evacuated the night 
before. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
A vehicle in the area 

of Sacramento Street and 
Shasta Dam Boulevard 
reportedly drove through a 
roadblock at 8:30 a.m. Friday.

     

At 5:58 a.m. Friday, a 
caller from patrol beat 3B 
reported seeing someone 
driving away in their 
neighbor’s vehicle. They said 
the neighbor does not drive 
and had evacuated the night 
before. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
Three suspicious 

subjects on the 4300 block 
of Kensington Drive were 
reportedly loitering in an area 
that had been evacuated at 
1:49 a.m. Friday.

     
At 1:36 a.m. Friday, a 

woman from patrol beat 3B 
reported seeing a subject 
enter her neighbor’s home 
through a window. She said 
the neighbor had evacuated 
earlier. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
Numerous vehicles 

in patrol beat 3B were 
reportedly running traf  c 
lights at 12:49 a.m. Friday. 
The exact location and 
names were redacted in the 
logbook.

     
At 11:56 p.m. Thursday, 
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Person providing information about the Carr Fire and receiving praise 
from residents on the City’s Facebook page was the City Manager

By Ken Smith

During the 
chaotic Carr 
Fire crisis, 
as city of 
Shasta Lake 
r e s i d e n t s 
faced lack 
of services, 
confusing and
questionable evacuation 
orders from Cal Fire and 
reasonable fears that the 
out-of-control wild  re could 
set the city ablaze, many 
turned to social media 
hoping for up-to-date 
information. One of the 
most accurate and helpful 
resources during that 
time, several locals said, 
came courtesy of the city’s 
Facebook page.

Surprisingly, though 
he never really identi  ed 
himself in the posts, the 
man on the other end of 
the keyboard through that 
period was none other than 
City Manager John Duckett. 

“(By Friday morning) 
we’d lost power in the city, 
lost our water service, our 
wastewater treatment plant 
operations were upset, 
and I was beside myself 
because I couldn’t come 
to work,” Duckett said on 
Monday, the city’s  rst day 
back in operations since 
evacuation orders and a 
roughly 24-hour power 
outage began Thursday 
night. 

Duckett explained he’d 
had to evacuate a 92-year-
old cousin, whom he serves 
as caretaker for, from her 
assisted living facility near 
downtown Redding. He 
took her to his Cottonwood 
home on Thursday evening, 
and was homebound 
looking after her. 

Updating Facebook 
is well outside of the 
expected duties of the 
city’s top administrator. 
Duckett said the service 
is usually performed by 
Jessaca Lugo, community 
& economic development 
manager. But Lugo and 
her family evacuated to the 
Mt. Shasta area when their 
home in west Redding was 
threatened by the  re and 
she was unable to manage 
the site. He signed in Friday 
morning.

“I started seeing 
there was a need to get 
information out, I saw people 
asking questions, and I 
saw a lot of misinformation 
getting spread around,” he 
said. “I thought I’d post a 
couple things on Facebook 
so people knew what’s 
going on, and after I did 
that a couple of times I saw 
people were really receptive 
and thought, this is a really 
good thing.”

Even though he was 
stuck a half-hour’s drive to 
the south, Duckett said he 
was in the unique position 
to communicate directly via 

cell phone with city staff, 
power, water,  re and law 
enforcement of  cials and 
Shasta County Sheriff Tom 
Bosenko to get the best 
possible information. 

To maximize the value of 
his communiques, Duckett 
developed a simple format, 
including the actual time of 
day, to avoid people getting 
confused by what he called 
“Facebook time.” He found 
out the most recent posts 
don’t always appear in order 
on individual user’s feeds 

and so he posted to three 
separate Facebook groups: 
The City of Shasta Lake, 
Shasta Lake Community 
Discussions and Shasta 
Lake Crime Watch. The 
groups have a collected 
total of roughly 7,000 
members, many of whom 
re-shared the information. 

People praised the 
mysterious City worker for 
providing them with the 
updates. Several said the 
site was their best source 
for  nding out what was 

actually happening in their 
city the past few days.

In addition to potentially 
life-saving information 
about the cause and 
progress of the city’s power 
loss, safety of drinking water 
and  re advisories, Duckett 
also posted information 
about more mundane but 
nonetheless essential 
services like trash and mail, 
as well as links to where 
displaced people or those 
in need of food and supplies 
could get immediate aid. 

His attempt to stem 
misinformation was made 
especially dif  cult by Cal 
Fire’s evacuation order, 
which ordered the entire 
city to evacuate rather than 
just the Summit City area, 
while the Sheriff’s Of  ce 
had allowed people to drive 
unimpeded throughout the 
city, with the exception of 
Lake Boulevard and the 
Summit City area. 

“All I did was pass on 
that Cal Fire issued an 
evacuation order, but that 
I talked to the Sheriff’s 
department and found 
out they weren’t actively 
enforcing it,” he said. “I 
couldn’t really tell people to 
come back to the city per 
se.” 

Duckett said he didn’t 
sleep much in the 48 hours 
between Thursday and 
Saturday as he worried 
about the city’s water and 
power issues. He continued 

to offer updates every few 
hours until city of  ces re-
opened Monday morning. 

That task became even 
more dif  cult as the Carr Fire 
continued to threaten other 
areas, including Duckett’s 
home in Cottonwood.

“When they started 
evacuating Happy Valley 
on Saturday, not only was 
I posting on Facebook and 
staying up to date, but also 
doing the yard work trying 
to protect our own home,” 
he said. “My wife and I were 
packing up our trailer and 
truck. The  re is still active 
on the southern border, so 
we’re still poised to go at 
any minute.” 

Though Duckett’s 
duties have fully shifted 
back from managing the 
city’s Facebook account to 
managing the actual city, 
he said the experience 
de  nitely opened his eyes 
to the positive potential of 
social media. 

“In retrospect, it was one 
of the best things I did during 
this event,” he said. “At 
some point I was like, ‘Well, 
I think I’m actually doing 
better work from home and 
through Facebook, because 
I wouldn’t have had time 
to do it had I been in the 
of  ce.’ Today (Monday) 
demonstrated that. I’ve 
been so busy answering 
people’s questions I haven’t 
even had time to look at 
Facebook.”

John
Duckett

- Continued from page 2A

tri-tip from Sentry Market and a large salad. It looked like 
any Saturday for them. I was curious and asked if they had 
any problem with Cal Fire. The checker said she didn’t know 
what I was talking about. About then another woman came 
over and told her that someone had stopped by and told 
her that they had to close since they were under evacuation 
orders. Apparently they didn’t comply since they were open 
this morning. Good for them. 

Everybody I have talked to that is staying tell me that 
they are ready to leave when the call comes. But most are 
afraid to leave because we have an element that will steal 
anything that isn’t guarded. Maybe that is something that 
some don’t want to hear. However, that is why most refuse 
to leave their homes. 

Yes, life is precious. I personally am not expecting 
 re  ghters to rescue me if I refuse to leave. I have waived 
that. I just resent the fact that there are those who are 
lurking around to take what doesn’t belong to them. Times 
of chaos brings out the good in most people. Unfortunately, 
it also brings out the bad in too many. It just rankles me to 
let those vultures win. We are told that patrols will check our 
neighborhoods for looters. I haven’t seen any, unfortunately. 

We need to learn from this catastrophic experience. 
We de  nitely need some central information center where 
correct information comes in and is distributed to those 
who are engaged in various parts of the  re suppression. 
We also need to be sure that correct information is being 
released to the media. My understanding is that the sheriff is 
the person elected by the people and is directly accountable. 
We seemed to be getting too many mixed messages from 
other sources. That is confusing and distressing.

Having gone through the Cold War, it might be wise to 
reactivate some of the precautions that we practiced back 
then. Never let your gas tank get below half full. I saw cars 
abandoned all the way along I-5. I assume they ran out of 
gas. People need to also have all important documents and 
memorabilia where they can get it in a hurry. Medication 
and emergency supplies should be quickly gathered when 
alarms are given. 

We should also know who in our neighborhoods might 
need help like the disabled or elderly. I am hearing stories 
from just people I know of having to help people who are in 
wheelchairs and have no one to look out for them.

We need to reconnect with our humanity and at least 
become aware of those who cannot care for themselves. 
Who knows when we might  nd ourselves in that situation?    

- Continued from page 2A

of Pine Grove Avenue 
reported their father refused 
to evacuate.

     
At 10:31 p.m. Thursday, 

a caller from out of the area 
reported their mother in 
patrol beat 3B was unable 
to evacuate and other family 
members could not get to 
her because of a road block. 
The exact location and 
names were redacted in the 
logbook.

     
At 10:16 p.m. Thursday, 

a caller from patrol beat 3B 
reported being unable to 
open their garage door to 
evacuate due to a power 
outage. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
A traf  c collision in the 

area of Pine Grove and 
Smith avenues was reported 
at 9:58 p.m. Thursday.

     
A traf  c collision in patrol 

beat 3B was reported at 9:38 
p.m. Thursday. The exact 
location and names were 
redacted in the logbook.

     
A motorcycle was 

reportedly hit by a vehicle in 
patrol beat 3B at 9:37 p.m. 
Thursday. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
A head-on collision on 

Shasta Dam Boulevard 
was reported at 9:31 p.m. 
Thursday.

     
A male subject in 

the 13000 area of Lake 
Boulevard reported he was 
unable to evacuate at 8:46 
p.m. Thursday.

     
A multiple-vehicle 

collision in the area of 
Mussel Shoals Avenue and 
Shasta Dam Boulevard 
was reported at 8:34 p.m. 
Thursday.

     
A blue truck was 

reportedly left in the roadway 
in patrol beat 3B at 8:26 p.m. 
Thursday. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 

the logbook.
     

At 8:11 p.m. Thursday, 
a caller from patrol beat 
3B reported a female 
subject refused to evacuate 
her camp due to the  re 
and assaulted him with a 
baseball bat when he tried to 
make her leave. The exact 
location and names were 
redacted in the logbook.

     
At 5:55 p.m. Thursday, a 

man reported a male subject 
trespassing on a vacant 
house on the 5300 block of 
Joseph Street.

     
At 1:52 p.m. Thursday, a 

woman from the 2300 block 
of Ivy Avenue reported a 
neighbor grabbed her by the 
hair during a dispute.

     
At 11:16 a.m. Thursday, a 

man from the 4500 block of 
Chico Street reported a male 
subject was on his porch 
threatening to damage his 
property.

     
At 9:33 a.m. Thursday, 

a man reported thousands 
of dollars worth of cable 
stolen from the area of Delta 
School Road and Interstate 
5 in Lakehead.

     
At 7:42 a.m. Thursday, 

a woman reported a jet ski 
missing or possibly stolen 
from Bridge Bay Marina.

     
At 1:38 a.m. Thursday, 

a woman from patrol beat 
3B reported a male subject 
made threats towards her 
family.

     
A family dispute on the 

1500 block of Shasta Way 
was reported at 12:57 a.m. 
Thursday.

     
A vehicle in the area 

of Shasta Dam and Lake 
boulevards had reportedly 
overturned at 12:58 a.m. 
Thursday.

     
At 5:15 p.m. July 25, a 

man reported his vehicle 
had been broken into while 
parked at Jones Valley 
public boat ramp.

     

At 9:58 a.m. July 25, a 
man from the 3500 block 
of Altus Street reported his 
roommate missing. He said 
he had left for work Monday 
morning, but never made it 
there.

     
At 9:24 a.m. July 25, a 

woman reported several 
subjects attempted to steal 
items from a locked area of 
Bridge Bay Marina the night 
before.

     
A suspicious vehicle in 

the area of Bonneville and 
Shasta streets was reported 
at 10:01 p.m. July 24.

     
Two suspicious subjects 

on the 3800 block of Arlene 
Court were reported at 9:18 
p.m. July 24.

     
A dispute involving 

several subjects at 
Fisherman’s Point was 
reported at 8:13 p.m. July 
24.

     
A domestic dispute in 

patrol beat 3B was reported 
at 7:18 p.m. July 24. The 
exact location and names 
were redacted in the 
logbook.

     
A suspicious vehicle in 

the area of Risstay Way and 
Smith Avenue was reported 
at 5:52 p.m. July 24.

     
A female subject in patrol 

beat 3B was reportedly 
yelling for help inside a 
home at 5:05 p.m. July 24. 
The exact location and 
names were redacted in the 
logbook.

     
At 2:59 p.m. July 24, a 

woman from the 1200 block 
of Grand River Avenue 
reported a male subject 
and a female subject came 
to their home asking to see 
their PG&E bill.

     
A male subject at Antlers 

public boat ramp was 
reportedly acting erratically, 
possibly intoxicated and was 
swimming in front of the boat 
launch area at 10:21 a.m. 
July 24.

     

A sex crime in patrol beat 
3B was reported at 4:32 a.m. 
July 24. The exact location 
and names were redacted in 
the logbook.

     
At 4:53 a.m. July 24, a 

man from the 3000 block 
of Virginia Avenue reported 
hearing gunshots.

     
Two male subjects in the 

20000 area of Antlers Road 
in Lakehead were reportedly 
acting suspiciously at 11:08 
p.m. July 23. 

     
At 6:08 p.m. July 23, a 

woman from the 2100 block 
of Ashby Road reported 
her son was causing a 
disturbance and refused to 
leave.

     
At 3:24 p.m. July 23, a 

man from the 1800 block of 
Parallel Street reported an 
unknown subject damaged 
the ignition of his vehicle and 
stole the battery.

     
A male subject and a 

female subject in the 14000 
area of Lamoine Drive in 
Jones Valley were reportedly 
in a dispute at 2:16 p.m. July 
23.

     
At 1:38 p.m. July 23, 

a woman from the 3100 
block of Cascade Boulevard 
reported a female subject 
used a fraudulent check to 
purchase a vehicle.

     
At 12:58 p.m. July 23, a 

woman from the 5100 block 
of Main Street reported a 
male subject came to her 
door asking for money and 
baby formula.

     
Total number of incidents 

handled by the Shasta 
County Sheriff’s of  ce in 
the unincorporated areas of 
the county and also as the 
law enforcement agency 
under contract for the city of 
Shasta Lake:

July 29 – 183
July 28 – 140
July 27 – 126
July 26 – 145
July 25 – 137
July 24 – 154
July 23 – 150
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BULLETIN PHOTOS / Ron Harrington

Above, a wider angle of the whispering cherub statue in River Ridge Park in 
the Keswick area on Friday, also seen on page 1. Right, a number of homes 
also were taken out by the fi re off Highway 299 near Old Shasta including this 
area near Lower Springs Road. Bottom right, several boats and other watercraft 
at Whiskeytown Lake’s Oak Bottom Marina were destoryed by the fi re. Below, 
the fi re’s own weather system was so strong its winds uprooted trees, including 
this one in River Ridge Park. Bottom, the updated Carr Fire map as of Tuesday 
morning, July 31.

Above, electric workers try to repair lines Friday in the 
Keswick area. 

Carr Fire photos from Friday
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PHOTO / Ken Smith

Above, the Carr Fire was ignited on Monday, July 
23, on Highway 299 at the Carr Powerhouse due 
to a spark caused by a vehicle failure. Right, a view 
on Friday evening of Whiskeytown Lake and the 
surrounding smoke and  re from the Visitors Center.  
Below right, the  re in this area erupted on Friday 
on a hill near the Visitors Center and adjacent to J.F. 
Kennedy Memorial Drive. Below, another hot spot 
Friday on the west end of Whiskeytown Lake.

More devastation left behind by the Carr Fire in the Keswick area (above left, 
above and below right).

Left, in a view from Keswick Dam on Friday, a 
helicopter scoops up water and makes a drop on a 
hot spot near the dam.

Although many homes were destroyed in Shasta (Old 
Shasta), most of the historical buildings were saved 
including the Courthouse Museum, above. On Sunday, 
California State Parks Superintendent Lori Martin, below, 
and others took advantage of the  re not burning in the 
area to remove historical artifacts from the museum 
and take them to a safe location. Not all buildings in 
Old Shasta were spared by the Carr Fire. Above right, a 
photo on Friday after the historic old schoolhouse had 
burned the previous night.

Carr Fire
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It’s never been hotter in parts of Texas, California, New Mexico, Arizona and 
Colorado—if summer 2018 temperature records are any indication.

Given the recent heat waves, how can anyone claim climate change is no big deal?

PHOTO / K. Draper, FlickrCC

August 5 to August 11, 2018

ARIES - March 21/April 20
It can be challenging to silence your suspicious mind, 

Aries. Not everyone is trying to pull the wool over your 
eyes. Avoid gossip whenever possible, and you’ll be  ne.

TAURUS - April 21/May 21
Wear your heart on your sleeve, Taurus. Doing so 

may endear you to others. It may seem like you’re putting 
all your cards on the table, but you’re showing you’re 
genuine.

GEMINI - May 22/June 21
Toning things down is not necessarily your style, 

Gemini. But this week you may want to keep a few details 
to yourself. Maintain a low pro  le for the next few days.

CANCER - June 22/July 22
Cancer, it is very easy to get wrapped up in the 

problems of others. But sometimes you have to let others 
work things out on their own. Offer advice if it is sought.

LEO - July 23/Aug. 23
Leo, behind the big lion’s roar beats the heart of a 

pussy cat. Your sensitive side is bound to come through 
this week, when you may provide comfort to a person in 
need.

VIRGO – Aug. 24/Sept. 22
What you show to the public may not be the true Virgo 

you keep close to yourself. Let a few intimate details 
sneak out, and you may be surprised at the reactions.

LIBRA – Sept. 23/Oct. 23
This is a prime time to nurture business relationships 

that could push your employment career into a new 
direction, Libra. There are many possibilities at your 
disposal.

SCORPIO – Oct. 24/Nov. 22
It can be dif  cult for your detailed-oriented self to draw 

the line at what to include in a task and what to leave out. 
You strive for perfection in all you do, Scorpio.

SAGITTARIUS – Nov. 23/Dec. 21
You are wondering if you should play it safe or dance 

closer to the edge this week, Sagittarius. It may be 
because you are feeling trapped by routine. Change can 
be good.

CAPRICORN – Dec. 22/Jan. 20
Capricorn, you want to be there for all the people who 

may need your assistance. But avoid stretching yourself 
too thin so you can approach each situation energetically.

AQUARIUS – Jan. 21/Feb. 18
Choose your battles, Aquarius. There are not enough 

hours in the day to be an activist for every cause. Only 
select the ones that you truly feel strongly about.

PISCES – Feb. 19/March 20
Try not to record every moment on social media, 

Pisces. It’s good to leave an aura of mystery from time to 
time and enjoy the moments.

FAMOUS BIRTHDAYS
August 5 - Olivia Holt, actress, 21
August 6 - Geri Halliwell, singer, 46
August 7 - Charlize Theron, actress, 43
August 8 - Shawn Mendes, singer, 20
August 9 - Bill Skarsgard, actor, 28
August 10 - Angie Harmon, actress, 46
August 11 - Chris Hemsworth, actor, 35

EarthTalk® From 
the Editors of E - The 
Environmental Magazine

Dear EarthTalk: With 
all the crazy heat waves 
around the world this 
summer, how could anyone 
still claim that climate 
change isn’t anything to 
worry about?

 - Randy Smith 
Providence, Rhode Island

It certainly is hard to 
believe that anyone would 
be able to disregard the 
signs that human-induced 
climate change is starting 
to have a deleterious effect 
on our environment and 
our quality of life around 
the planet. Here in the 
United States, fully one-
 fth of our land mass is 
currently sweating through 
record summer heat or 
drowning in torrential 
 oods. 

It’s never been 
hotter—if recent July 
2018 temperature records 
are any indication—than 
across certain parts of 
Texas, California, New 
Mexico, Arizona and 
Colorado. While such 
extremes used to come 
about once in a decade 
or longer, now every 
successive year is worse 
than the last.

And the problems 
aren’t limited to the United 
States. Japan, North Korea 
and South Korea are 
experiencing record heat 
waves this summer, while 
Europe is sitting under 

a high-pressure ridge 
blowing hot dry air across 
the continent and fueling 
unprecedented wild  res 
across the United Kingdom 
and Scandinavia, with the 
 ames even licking as far 
north as the Arctic Circle. 

Meanwhile, Greece 
is suffering through its 
deadliest wild  re season 
ever with more than 50 
dead and dozens more 
people unaccounted for 
with entire towns up in 
 ames.

“The impacts of 
climate change are no 
longer subtle,” reports 
climatologist Michael Mann 
of Penn State’s Earth 
System Science Center. 
“We are seeing them play 
out in real time in the form 

of unprecedented heat 
waves,  oods, droughts 
and wild  res. And we’ve 
seen them all this summer.”

And hurricane season 
hasn’t even ramped up 
yet. According to Inside 
Climate News, scientists 
are worried that U.S. 
coastal communities “could 
face more super storms 
with winds, storm surges 
and rainfall so intense that 
current warning categories 
don’t fully capture the 
threat.” 

And a new “Category 
6” designation—with peak 
winds approaching 190 
miles per hour—is under 
consideration to account 
for the spate of more 
intense storms coming our 
way.

“The current intensity 
scale doesn’t capture the 
fact that a 10 mph increase 
in sustained wind speeds 
ups the damage potential 
by 20 percent,” Mann adds. 
“That’s not a subtle effect. 
It’s one that we can see.”

For more evidence 
that global warming is 
something to fear, consider 
the fact that 2018 is on 
track to be the warmest 
year on record for the 
U.S. (which has been 
keeping records since 
1894) and the planet at 
large. A United Nations 
World Meteorological 
Organization study found 

that 2016 was the warmest 
year on record globally, 
with 2017 and 2015 tied for 
second place.

And those who say 
“so what if the planet is 
warming?” might not be so 
smug when their waterfront 
property—or private golf 
club—becomes part of the 
ocean in the not so distant 
future. 

It’s not so far-fetched to 
believe the scientists who 
claim parts of Florida will 
be under water by 2025 
after seeing footage of the 
streets of Miami  ooding 
every year in recent 
memory. Donald Trump 

better hope Mar-a-Lago, 
his private club in Palm 
Beach, Florida, has  ood 
insurance.

Contacts: Penn State 
Earth Systems Science 
Center, essc.psu.edu; 
Inside Climate News, 
insideclimatenews.org; 
World Meteorological 
Organization, wmo.int.

EarthTalk® is produced 
by Roddy Scheer & Doug 
Moss for the 501(c)3 
nonpro  t EarthTalk. To 
donate, visit www.earthtalk.
org. Send questions to: 
question@earthtalk.org.
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do better,” the chief said. “It’s 
an identi  ed need for me.”

There has been 
some criticism at how 
evacuations were ordered 
and disseminated to the 
residents in the  re’s path.

On Friday, Cal Fire 
ordered a mandatory 
evacuation for the entire 
city of Shasta Lake. The 
Sheriff’s Of  ce, however, 
only enforced the road 
blockage at Lake Boulevard 
that included preventing 
residents from Ranchera 
Pines from reentering their 
homes. Since Friday, law 
enforcement had allowed 
anyone to freely drive 
around the city with the 
exception of Lake Bouelvard 
and the Summit City area of 
Shasta Lake. Several city 
businesses reopened on 
Saturday. Cal Fire only gave 
their okay for residents to 
reenter the city shortly after 
6 p.m. Monday.

City Manager John 
Duckett said the confusion 
over the evacuation orders 
was frustrating.

“My understanding is 
that we knew (on Thursday) 
that the Summit City area, 

on our west side along the 
Lake Boulevard corridor 
which runs from our southern 
border up to dam, was under 
mandatory evacuation and 
the sheriff’s of  ce was setting 
up roadblocks. The  re was 
coming toward that side of 
town and they also needed to 
move  re assets through that 
corridor” which made sense, 
he said. 

“Then I saw an order to 
evacuate the entire city of 
Shasta Lake the next day, 
on Friday, which didn’t quite 
seem to make sense to me,” 
Duckett said. “I started trying 
to  nd information and to talk 
to the sheriff’s department.”

Duckett said that, as he 
understood it, evidently the 
order was issued in error 
and they were trying to get it 
repealed. 

“I kept calling trying to 
 nd out, ‘If it’s an error can 
we get it repealed?’” he said. 
“But those orders come from 
Cal Fire. The way it was 
explained to me, was (Cal 
Fire) didn’t want to issue the 
order, then reverse it, then 
have something happen 
and have to re-put it back 
on because people would be 
less inclined to listen to (the 
new order).” 

“I wasn’t in that room and 
I wouldn’t want to be; that’s 
an incredible responsibility,” 
Beck said of the decicison, 
adding he’s heard the 
complaints about con  icting 
and confusing information. 
“They were doing what they 
could, but I think we need to 
ask how we can improve our 
communication.”

He said he was always 
asked by good friend and late 
Redding Fire Department 
Fire Chief Gerry Gray if he 
was “on Twitter yet?”

“I don’t know how many 
times I heard that from him,” 
he said recalling how his 

friend was at the forefront 
of using the social media 
platform for his advantage 
and the district resident’s 
bene  t. “I’m an analog guy, 
but this makes me know 
I’ve got to get in the 21st 
Century.”

Six deaths have been 
reported

Six deaths have been 
reported so far, including a 
great-grandmother and her 
two great-grandchildren, an 
81-year-old private dozer 
operator, another 60-year-old 
Keswick man, and Redding 
Fire Inspector Jeremy Stoke.

On Monday. Shasta 
Lake Fire Protection District 
personnel remember Stoke, 
who many had worked with 
before.

“He was a good man and 
a good family man who was 
very passionate about what 
he did,” SLFPD Capt. Roger 
Moses said, noting outside of 
work Stoke was very involved 
in baseball and was a huge 
San Francisco Giants fan.

Nearly 900 residences 
destroyed as of Tuesday 
morning

Every Cal Fire update 
shows a big jump in the 
number of residences that 
have been destroyed by the 
Carr Fire with Tuesday’s 
7 a.m. total listed at 884 
residences.

Dignity Health (Mercy 
Medical Center) has reported 
that 40 of their employees 
lost their homes in the  re. 
Closer to home, Gateway 
Uni  ed School District has 
also seen a number of their 
staff lose their home.

According to Gateway 
Superintendent Jim Harrell, 
as of Tuesday morning, 17 
of their staff had lost their 
homes, two more suffered 
damage to their homes and 

56 more were displaced due 
to the evacuation. 

“We think those homes 
(of the 56 evacuees) are OK,” 
he said, but they weren’t one 
hundred percent certain.

Tuesday morning 
update

In addition to the 884 
residences destroyed by 
the  re, Cal Fire said that, 
as of Tuesday morning, 
169 residential structures 
have been damaged,  four 
commercial structures 
destroyed,  ve commercial 
structures damaged, 348 
other structures destroyed 
and 51 other structures 
damaged.

A total of 3,607  re 
personnel were  ghting 
the  re, with 334 engines, 
65 water tenders, 59 hand 
crews, 68 dozers and 17 
helicopters. Numerous 
 re  ghting air tankers from 
throughout the state are 
also  ying  re suppression  
missions as conditions allow.

The  re had burned 
110,154 acres and was 27 
percent contained as of 7 
a.m. Tuesday.

Ken Smith and Ron 
Harrington contributed to this 
article.

Carr Fire

BULLETIN PHOTO
Shasta Lake Fire Protection District Chief Dennis 
Beck, in his vehicle, talks with Battalion Chief Rich 
Moore, left, and Capt. Mike Schuneman on Friday as 
they go through Twin Lakes Mobile Estates to see if 
residents needed help to evacuate.


