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In major shift, 
library to seek 
taxpayer money 
for expansion

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Proponents of the Belvedere-Ti-
buron Library expansion are plan-
ning to ask Tiburon and Belvedere 
to give taxpayer dollars to acceler-
ate construction — a major policy 
shift after library offi  cials made re-
peated assurances before and since 
the plans were approved in 2012 that 
the expansion would be privately 
funded.

Representatives from the Belve-
dere-Tiburon Library Agency un-
veiled their plans for a new fi nancial 
structure to fund the 15,725-foot 
expansion at a presentation to the 

Belvedere City Council March 12, 
even though there was no discussion 
item on the council’s agenda and the 
Library Agency board had not yet 
deliberated on it at a meeting of its 
own.

“We want to see everybody in the 
community put some skin in the 
game,” Jeff  Foran, the chair of the 
Library Agency board of trustees, 
said in an interview.

Foran did not present any specifi c 
numbers on the amount the agency 
would request, saying offi  cials want-
ed to wait until the agency’s March 
19 meeting — after The Ark’s press 
deadline — to discuss a fi gure. 

But in several letters to the Bel-
vedere council ahead of its meet-
ing, community members accused 
the Library Agency of betraying its 

Del Mar and Redwood kids 
stand against gun violence
But Del Mar students say administrators co-opted event, cut it short

national school walkout

By JEFF DEMPSEY
jdempsey@thearknewspaper.com
———

Hundreds of Tiburon Peninsula 
students left class at 10 a.m. March 
14 as part of the National School 
Walkout, joining tens of thousands 
around the U.S. in demanding action 
on gun violence after the Valentine’s 
Day slaying of 17 students at Mar-
jory Stoneman Douglas High School 
in Parklan d, Fla.

But at Del Mar Middle School, 
some students were upset with the 
administration’s changes to the stu-
dent-organized event, accusing offi  -
cials of co-opting and softening the 
protest as they moved it indoors and 
cut it short.

Despite the rain, thousands of 
students across the Bay Area par-
ticipated outdoors in a public, vis-

ible show of unity — including at 
Redwood High School in Larkspur 
— while students across the East 
Coast including Vermont and Maine 
braved freezing temperatures and 

MATTHEW HOSE / THE ARK

Hundreds of Redwood High School students raise their hands when asked by a student speaker whether the school 
needs more transparency in its safety procedures. The high-schoolers braved the rain at 10 a.m. March 14 as part 
of the National School Walkout to demand action on gun violence, spurred by the slaying of 17 students at Marjory 
Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, Fla., on Valentine’s Day. The nationwide walkouts were scheduled to last 
17 minutes, one minute to honor each of the victims.

Summer Sun (front) and her 
Del Mar Middle School class-
mates gathered in the gym 
March 14 in a demonstration 
against gun violence and to 
honor the 17 students killed 
Feb. 14 in Florida.
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See WALKOUT, PAGE 20

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 23

Offi cials claim there was 
no promise fi nancing 
would be entirely private

By EMILY LAVIN
elavin@thearknewspaper.com
———

After two failed ballot measures 
to publicly fi nance the Strawberry 
Recreation District’s planned com-
munity center, a nonprofi t created to 
help fi nd private donors has kicked 
off  its fundraising eff orts. 

The Strawberry Recreation and 
Parks Foundation launched its web-
site the weekend of March 10 and is 
now soliciting donations from the 
public. 

Established to help the district fi -
nance capital-improvement projects, 

its immediate goal is to help raise 
money for a new facility to replace 
the now-demolished pool house on its 
property at 118 E. Strawberry Drive. 

The district knocked down the 
1,100-square-foot 1960s-era pool 
house in November. It wants to re-
place it with a 4,700-square-foot, 
two-story facility that would include 
a 1,500-square-foot sun deck, out-
door showers, locker rooms, a family 
changing area and a courtyard, as 
well as meeting rooms and a kitchen 
and snack bar. 

Nonprofi t launches to fundraise for 
new Strawberry community center

———
See NONPROFIT, PAGE 31
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COUNTY BACKS LIST OF 
BIKE-WALK PROJECTS  
Six projects in Strawberry and along Tiburon 
Boulevard are in the update to Marin’s master 
plan — but none have funding so far.
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FARMERS MARKET TO 
RETURN FOR THIRD YEAR
The market earned a tentative $20,000 
funding commitment from Tiburon, but with a 
shorter season and booth realignment.

Page 5
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falling snow. 
At Del Mar, however, Principal Brian Lynch moved the pro-

test indoors, saying it was for safety reasons and that staff  had 
to “create some constraints.”

Superintendent Nancy Lynch (no relation), added the school 
initially planned to allow the students to hold the walkout on 
the school’s fi eld. As the event got closer and rain looked more 
likely, she said they decided to commit to the gym.

“It was easier for students to hear and participate indoors,” 
she said.

That riled several students, however, who said several of the 
administration’s choices were disrespectful to the victims they 
intended to honor.

“People lost their lives,” seventh-grader Catherine Talmon 
De L’Armée said after the event. “You’re worried about cold? 
Bring a jacket. You’re worried about rain? Go to the library. Let 
the people who want to protest go outside and actually memo-
rialize (the victims).”

On the gym stage sat 17 empty chairs, while a giant “17” 
was positioned on the fl oor in orange — a color adopted by 
the gun-control movement because it’s the color hunters wear 
to prevent being shot. Many teachers, including Brian Lynch, 
wore orange clothing.

Lynch led the gathering, saying the hope was to memorial-
ize the victims of the Stoneman Douglas shooting and to raise 
the voices of the students at Del Mar. He then named each of 
the victims, followed by a few moments of silence after a name 
was called.

But for Catherine, those moments were far too short: The 
event was cut to 10 minutes instead of the planned 17.

“It was supposed to be a minute for each person,” she said. 
“We did it for maybe 10 seconds each.”

Lynch said in an interview that he was “incredibly touched” 
by the student-led movement and was curious about what the 
school’s students would do next.

“I kind of want to continue to take a step back,” he said. 
“This was really about empowering students to raise their 
voices, and I want to be mindful of that.”

However, Catherine didn’t see it that way. With administra-
tors taking control of the event, she said she felt they co-opted 
the protest and reshaped it into something with which they 
were more comfortable. 

“This all started with the kids, and the kids started doing 
it because they wanted to be safe,” she said. “Us teens all con-
nected without the adults. We connected because we all felt 
for each other. That was our thing. And now the adults got 
involved and they changed it.”

Gillian Reynolds, a seventh-grader, said while she was also 
disappointed with the brevity of the walkout, she is still proud 
to have participated. She said she hopes the protests all over 
the country collectively make an impact.

“I don’t want to have to wake up in the morning and be wor-
ried that it’s going to be my last goodbye to my parents,” she 
said. “I hate the fact that we have to be afraid at a place where 
we are supposed to learn and have fun and make friends.”

Gillian said she believes the national walkout will open some 
eyes and, she added, this is only the beginning.

“People are going to keep talking about this,” she said. 
“They’re going to keep being upset about it.” 

Seventh-grader Chase Cordova said students will probably 
take time in the near future to honor the Stoneman Douglas 
High School victims with a full 17-minute ceremony.

“We’ll probably do it out on the blacktop during one of our 
breaks,” she said. “Even though our breaks are only 10 min-
utes.”

Luc Poulin, a seventh-grader and one of the organizers of 
the Del Mar walkout, said he knows some students were dis-
appointed with the change in venue but he still considers the 
eff ort a success.

“Since we had such an amazing turnout, the message will 
continue to spread,” he said. “I felt that the message was still 
portrayed in a very powerful way, and the weather didn’t pre-
vent us from getting the message across.”

Luc said Del Mar students will continue to look for ways to 
advocate for smarter gun control, with help and guidance from 
the administration. He said he appreciates their support.

“In the future I know Del Mar students will feel more coura-
geous to make a diff erence because they know the school will 
be there to help them,” he said.

Alternatives for younger students
The district’s other two campuses marked the day in their 

own ways, as well, though Nancy Lynch said they were less 
overtly about gun violence in one case and not at all in the 
other. 

Bel Aire Elementary School dedicated a community-time ac-
tivity to the occasion, and Lynch said if students at the grades 
3-5 campus had specifi c questions or wanted to discuss the 
Parkland shooting, teachers were prepared to speak with them. 

Again, however, some felt the eff orts fell short.
“This is crazy,” parent Kindra Loy Lee wrote on The Ark’s 

Facebook page. “My son came home from Bel Aire today 
saying they just had extended recess. They were expecting 
something more but his class was told that some people found 
a peaceful protest or community event, which was planned, 
would be ‘too negative.’ Our kids being fearful of getting shot 
at school is too negative. Not addressing it is not going to make 
them feel better.”

“How about reassuring the kids who are already fearful, like 
most of them,” wrote parent Sarah Callahan. “Do they think 
they are oblivious to the outside world at 10?”

Bel Aire Principal Lexie Cala said given the age of their stu-
dents, she and her staff  chose to spend the day “solidifying a 
sense of inclusion and community.” Students and staff  were 
invited to wear blue and yellow, the school’s colors, and morn-
ing recess was doubled from 15 minutes to 30 for students to 
use as they saw fi t.

“Many students did not make the connection with recent 
events, and we did not make that connection explicit for them,” 
she said. “Some students made the connection and decided to 
form a circle and hold hands. Older students who were inter-
ested about activism had conversations in their classroom. No 
staff  members promoted any political agenda and redirected 
students with any questions about details of recent events to 
their parents.”

At Reed Elementary, a K-2 school, the focus was also on 
feelings and inclusion. Due to the young age of the students, 
Nancy Lynch said, they also did not participate in a walkout-
type activity.

Down the road from Del Mar, at the private K-8 St. Hilary 
Catholic School, students left class a 10 a.m. for a prayer ser-
vice in the gym to “support peace in our world and show sup-
port for safe schools.”

“Due to the age of our students, the focus will not be on gun 
violence or the political debate that is taking place,” Principal 
Marie Bordeleau wrote in a notice to staff .

Admissions Director Barb Harris said the decision to hold a 

prayer service came from a desire to include all students, rang-
ing from kindergarten to eighth grade. 

“Older students did ask to walk out, but the younger stu-
dents were not aware,” she said. “And we hope to keep it that 
way. We don’t want to add any anxiety into their lives.”

Other public, private and parochial grade schools across the 
nation did elect to participate in the walkout. In an Alexan-
dria, Va., demonstration organized by fi fth-graders, more than 
60 elementary students, with the mayor on hand, laid motion-
lessly and silently on the ground in freezing temperatures with 
protest posters draped across their bodies. In Philadelphia, 
fi rst-graders walked outdoors and gathered in a circle to sing 
“Let There Be Peace on Earth.” 

The U.S. Department of Education and National Associa-
tion of School Psychologists recommends active-shooter and 
armed-assailant education and drills beginning as early as 
preschool. The Department of Education recommendation, 
expanded from simple lockdown drills to an Alice procedure 
— alert, lockdown, inform, counter, evacuate — came in 2013, 
a year after 20 fi rst-graders, ages 6-7, were killed in the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School shooting in Newtown, Conn., in 2012. 

Harris, the St. Hilary admissions director, said emphatically 
the school did not prevent any students from walking out, but 
they were encouraged to instead participate in the prayer ser-
vice with the rest of the student body and chose of their own 
accord to do so.

Despite the prayer service itself being apolitical, Harris said 
St. Hilary supports the message behind National School Walk-
out.

“The teachers and the administration here fully support the 
gun-control measures that are being promoted right now,” she 
said.

High-schoolers head outdoors
At Redwood High School, the main public high school that 

serves the Tiburon Peninsula, hundreds of students fi led out of 
class to gather around the school’s Kreitzburg Amphitheater.

As the rain picked up, a speaker took the fl oor and asked 
students to raise their hands if they have ever felt unsafe at 
Redwood. 

Hundreds responded with raised hands.
Student Rob Hoff man, a Sausalito resident, took the micro-

phone and said he was “sick” of the school shootings and en-
couraged students to register to vote.

“We are the change that will fi x the problems with Ameri-
ca,” Hoff man said to applause from the crowd.

Tiburon resident Irvin Safavi, a junior, said that while the 
walkout was meant to show solidarity for the students aff ected 
by the most recent shooting at Stoneman Douglas, it was also 
in response to the “constant stream of school shootings” over 
the past several years.

“It just shows how much people really want change, that 
they’re willing to go out in this really rainy weather and be 
willing to stand out here to (make) change,” Irvin said.

Irvin added he specifi cally wanted to see stricter back-
ground checks, a ban on assault-style weapons and restric-
tions on the ages at which people can purchase weapons.

“I feel like a lot of teens don’t get their voice heard, because 
… they don’t get to vote,” he said. “So this is our biggest way 
to show politicians that we want a change in terms of gun con-
trol.”

Matthew Hose and Kevin Hessel contributed to this report. 
Jeff  Dempsey is The Ark’s production editor and the youth 
and sports reporter. Reach him at 415-944-4561.

Walkout, continued from page 1
———

Marin Theatre Co. will mark 51 seasons 
of theater at its anniversary benefi t — fea-
turing a catered dinner, wine and live and 
silent auctions — at 5:30 p.m. April 7 at the 
Mill Valley Community Center, 180 Camino 
Alto . 

“Gala 51: The Play’s the Thing!” will cel-
ebrate the theater company’s 10th year of of-
fering two annual prizes for new American 
plays from emerging artists, the Sky Cooper 
New American Play Prize and the David 
Calicchio Emerging American Playwright 
Prize.

Items up for auction include a walk-on 

role in the company’s production of the Tony 
Award-winning play “Oslo,” set to hit the 
stage next September. 

Tickets are $295 per person, $575 per cou-
ple or $2,300 for a table of eight. Proceeds 
from the gala help support Marin Theatre’s 
new-play and education programs, including 
its artist in residency program that provides 
schools in San Rafael and Marin City with 
arts education. 

For more information or to purchase tick-
ets, visit marintheatre.org or call 415-388-
5208.

— Emily Lavin

Award-winning children’s book author 
and illustrator Javaka Steptoe will give a 
free talk and book signing at 1 p.m. April 
7 at the Marin City Library, 164 Donahue 
St., Sausalito. 

The fi rst 40 children to arrive will re-
ceive  a copy of Steptoe’s picture book 
biography “Radiant Child: The Story of 
Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat.” The 
book was the recipient of the 2017 Calde-
cott Medal and the 2017 Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Award. 

Steptoe, who lives in New York, has writ-
ten or illustrated more than a dozen books 

for young readers. His fi rst picture book, 
“In Daddy’s Arms I Am Tall: African 
Americans Celebrating Fathers,” earned 
him the 1998 Coretta Scott King Illustra-
tor Award as well as a nomination for the 
1998 NAACP Image Awards’ Outstanding 
Children’s Literature prize. 

The event is sponsored by nonprofi ts 
the Marin County Library Foundation and 
the Friends of the Marin City Library. For 
more information, visit marinlibrary.org/
marin-city or call 415-332-6158.

— Deirdre McCrohan

Tickets on sale for Marin Theatre Co. fundraiserHear children’s author at Marin City Library 


