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“They want to destroy me.”
Lynn Compton, San Luis Obispo County’s 4th 
District supervisor, repeated that assertion, or 
a slight variation of it, a total of 11 times during 
an interview with New Times on March 8 outside 

her campaign office on Tefft Street in Nipomo.
By “they,” Compton means her two colleagues and 

adversaries, 3rd District Supervisor Adam Hill and 2nd 
District Supervisor Bruce Gibson, who she claims have 
unfairly attacked her for months as part of a campaign 
to get her voted off the Board of Supervisors this June.

“It’s a game,” Compton said, “where whatever the end 
result is, it’s OK however you get there. If you destroy, 
burn, slash, maim, injure—it doesn’t matter as long you 
get your way. ... Every day on Adam Hill’s Facebook page, 
it’s lies about me. I mean, targeting me. And then you 
ask us to get together at a board meeting and get along. 

That’s hard to do when there are lies every day trying to 
destroy you.”

 The depth of the division on the SLO County Board 
of Supervisors is evident in Compton’s words. Both 
behind the scenes and in the board chambers, county 
supervisors are often split 3-2 along partisan lines, with 
Compton, 1st District Supervisor John Peschong, and 
5th District Supervisor Debbie Arnold in a conservative 
camp and Hill and Gibson in a liberal or progressive 
camp. Disagreements on the dais can quickly go from 
civil to uncivil, mirroring the discourse seen between 
Republicans and Democrats in national politics. Tempers 
flare; hopes for compromise crumble; and as a result, 
board decisions can be made under duress, with leftover 
angst that lingers on social media and the opinion pages 
of local news outlets.

For the first time since the current conservative 

majority took power in 2016, one of its members—
Compton—is up for re-election.

Compton faces a challenger in Jimmy Paulding, a 
32-year-old attorney and Arroyo Grande native. Paulding 
believes change is sorely needed on “the do-nothing 
board,” as he calls it, to shake the partisan divide and 
move the county forward.

“It’s partisan gridlock at its best,” Paulding said 
of the current board. “You have a breakdown in 
communication, you have a breakdown in trust, and 
it leads to an inability to get anything done. … The 
national divide in our country and the parallels at the 
local level are one of the reasons I’m running. I want to 
bring people together.”

Voters in Arroyo Grande, Nipomo, Oceano, and other 
rural South County areas will ultimately decide on June 
5 who’s a better fit on the board. Since there are only two 

Before Lynn Compton was elected county supervisor in 2014, her first 
political office, she was busy running her family’s Santa Maria-based ag 
supply company and raising her two young girls in Nipomo. Four years 

later, Compton still owns the business, and she’s still raising her daughters. 
They’re teenagers now 
though, which means 
they bring more drama to 
her life than the Board of 
Supervisors does, Compton 
quipped.

An Indiana native with 
deep roots in agriculture, 
Compton, who also has a 
law degree, sees her role 
as a county supervisor 
pretty simply: to represent 
conservative government 
values and help her 
constituents navigate 
government bureaucracy. 
Compton described herself 
as a “libertarian on a lot 
of issues,” believing in 
smaller government and 
lower taxes. It’s an outlook 
she feels is reflective of the people of her district, and it’s earned her the 
endorsement of the local Republican Party.

“I feel like I represent South County’s values and beliefs,” Compton said. 
“I’m very fiscally conservative. … I don’t think government should be in our 
lives on a lot of things.”

Compton’s list of first-term accomplishments on her campaign website 
reflects that philosophy. She touts helping to defeat Measure J in 2016, 
the half-percent sales tax measure that would’ve funded transportation 
projects; pushing for streamlined permitting processes for homebuilders; and 
fighting for Proposition 13, which sets caps on property taxes. Compton also 
lists efforts like leading the push for a new county animal shelter (a project 
currently delayed by opposition from North County cities) and securing 
more funding for parks in South County through public facility fees that she 
alleges were misallocated.

While Compton that acknowledged that she leans on her conservative 
beliefs as a supervisor, she said her identity as a Republican is really just “a 
small part of the job.”

“I don’t think it matters if you’re a Republican or Democrat coming to the 
board,” Compton said. “I think there’s a bigger deal made of it. But I do think 
it shapes how I view things.”

FORK IN THE ROAD

It’s 7:30 p.m. on a Tuesday night in February, and Jimmy Paulding is in the 
trenches of campaigning.
He’s in Oceano hosting a community workshop in the Oceano Community 

Services District meeting room. After introducing himself, Paulding splits 
the room of about 20 people into small groups. Each participant has a 
worksheet in front of them with a list: “Infrastructure needs,” “Addressing 
homelessness,” “Parks and recreation needs,” “Economic development.” 
Paulding wants the groups to discuss two issues for each topic as well as two 
solutions, and then talk about their results.

When sharing his ideas with the groups, Paulding makes references to 
specific SLO County planning documents (an Oceano revitalization plan) as 
well as policy ideas he’s studied (ways to measure and address homelessness 
by tracking the costs to county services), to steer the conversation and show 
voters that he’s done his homework.

The Oceano workshop and its format are indicative of Paulding himself: 
analytical, detail oriented, and community focused. They’re also traits that 
align with his career and education thus far.

After graduating from Arroyo Grande High School, Paulding majored in 
city and regional planning at Cal Poly and interned in the city of Arroyo 
Grande’s Community Development Department. After college, he worked at 
a construction firm as a planner and later as a project manager assigned to 
government infrastructure projects. More recently, Paulding graduated from 
the Santa Barbara College of Law and passed the bar exam last year. Today, 
he works for design firm Arcadis North America analyzing construction 
claims and resolving disputes.

“One of the reasons I was interested in law school was to eventually 
have a career in mediation or arbitration,” Paulding told New Times. “I’ve 
experienced working with mediators in the construction realm, and it 
fascinated me. I’ve always had that skill set to bring people together and 

develop compromise positions. … I 
really do want to mediate the [Board 
of Supervisors].”

Paulding said he felt galvanized 
to enter local politics after the 2016 
elections. He’s a Democrat and has 
the endorsement of the Democratic 
Party of SLO County but said he 
believes the Board of Supervisors 
should be a nonpartisan body.

“I want to be inclusive and bring 
everybody on board,” Paulding said. 
“I don’t care if you are a Democrat 
or a Republican or if you decline to 
state. If you want to support rational 
decision making in government, 
then support me.”

MEET THE CANDIDATES

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★ ★
South County voters will decide their county representative in June—

and maybe the future direction of the Board of Supervisors
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