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Local News
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I
t’s a $362 million two-part 
question: How much should 
Stanford University have to 

pay to cover the extra housing 
demand that will be created as 
the university proceeds with its 
ambitious campus development 
plans between now and 2035? 
And, crucial to Stanford’s north-
ern neighbors, where should that 
money go?

Those questions have raised 
tensions for San Mateo and Santa 
Clara counties as their supervi-
sors grapple with how to push 
the university to carry its weight 
to house — or pay the counties to 
help house — the lower-income 
workers its proposed develop-
ment would bring to the area. 
Stanford University is under San-
ta Clara County’s jurisdiction; 
San Mateo County is adjacent to 
the university and encompasses 
a hefty portion of its land.

Stanford University’s main 
campus sits right on the border 
of San Mateo County, between 
Menlo Park and Palo Alto. The 
university is seeking to add 2.27 
million square feet of academic 
space and 3,150 housing units 
or dorm rooms to its roughly 

4,000-acre campus in a general 
use permit application set to run 
through 2035. 

At a May 1 hearing, the Santa 
Clara County Board of Supervi-
sors debated whether to levy a 
fee of $143.10 per square foot of 
new academic space and $69.10 
per square foot of new student 
and faculty housing, but held 
off taking action on it until its 
meeting on Tuesday, May 8.

According to consulting firm 
Keyser Marston Associates, 
that’s how much money Stan-
ford would need to pay to cover 
the below-market-rate housing 
needs of the people the univer-
sity’s proposed development 
would attract to town.
 The study estimated that the 
university’s expansion plans 
would translate into demand 
for an estimated 2,172 housing 
units. An estimated 55 percent of 
those households might be able 
to afford market rate rent (which 
the study does not address), but 
the rest of the housing demand 
— about 964 units’ worth — 
would come from households 
that earn less than 120 percent 
of the area’s median income, 
or about $136,000 for a family 
of four, in Santa Clara County. 
Those are the households that 

require subsidies to afford hous-
ing in the area and that the 
affordable housing fees would 
be intended for.  

The consultants then calcu-
lated how much it would cost to 
build those 964 units for rent by 
tenants in each income category 
(38 households in the extremely 
low income category; 108 in the 
very low income category; 429 

in the low-income category; and 
389 in the moderate-income 
category), and came out with 
recommendations for two per-
square-foot fees:  $143.10 per 
square foot of academic space 
and $69.10 per square foot of 
faculty and academic housing.
 David Doezema, principal at 
the firm, told the Santa Clara 
County supervisors that his 

firm opted for several conserva-
tive assumptions in the calcula-
tions upon which the recom-
mendations are based. 

Too much?
Stanford University officials, 

including President Marc Tessi-
er-Lavigne, expressed surprise at 

Supes advise Stanford: No skimping on housing dollars
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Stanford is seeking approval for a new general use permit to govern development on its 4,000-acre 
campus — an area roughly the size of the city of Campbell — between 2018 and 2035.

See STANFORD, page 7

Menlo Park council members call for review of city’s travel policy
By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n light of “several inquiries 
from our greater communi-
ty,” Menlo Park Councilman 

Rich Cline requested a review of 
the city’s travel policy for coun-
cil members by email Tuesday. 
He said he made the request on 
behalf of himself and Vice Mayor 
Ray Mueller, and asked Mayor 
Peter Ohtaki to add the matter 
to an upcoming council agenda 
for discussion. 

The Almanac recently report-
ed that Menlo Park Council-
woman Kirsten Keith traveled to 
Chengdu, China in late March 
on a trip she said she expected 
to be funded by the U.S. Asia 
Innovation Gateway, a nonprofit 
corporation that promotes eco-
nomic opportunity and invest-
ment in the U.S. and Asia and 
funds trips for local elected 
officials to travel to China, 
according to its website. While 
in Chengdu, she attended a 
signing ceremony that appeared 
to solidify a business deal for 
former Mountain View Coun-
cilman Mike Kasperzak. 

Mueller told The Almanac, 
“I can’t say definitively the 
agenda request was because of 
what happened during Coun-
cilmember Keith’s trip to China, 
because she has not yet spoken 
about the trip at a City Council 
meeting. However, it would be 
disingenuous to say the ques-
tions that arose from the trip 
didn’t prompt the best prac-
tices discussion. Current events 
almost always trigger best prac-
tices discussions.” 

 All council members have 
traveled internationally on city 
business, noted Cline in an 
interview. 

“This council, I think, has 
been on the road more than any 
other council I can remember,” 
he said.

“Some are very clear, cer-
emonial invitations,” Cline said. 
“There are a few that feel 
like they’re trials, or meet-
ings-of-the-mind-type things 
(that) didn’t feel directed or 
formalized.” 

He said the city does already 
have clear policies around 
what types of travel can be 

reimbursed by the city, and 
when council members should 
travel at their own expense.

Fuzzier reasons to travel — 
where there’s nothing on paper, 
and it’s up to the council mem-
ber to determine what the 
purpose is, Cline said — are 
“just a mess waiting to hap-
pen.” Specifically, he said, he’s 
requesting from the city attor-
ney clarification “regarding the 
circumstance when third parties 
pay for travel.”

“To make it clear, I don’t think 
Kirsten did anything wrong. 
There’s nothing on paper to say 
it’s wrong,” he said. “We can be 
better as a council to make it 
clear. And we will, hopefully.” 

Councilwoman Kirsten Keith 
told The Almanac in a written 
statement, “It is an excellent 
idea to have this discussion 
about best practices for council 
travel. I appreciate Rich Cline 
and Ray Mueller bringing this 
issue forward. Ray Mueller has 
done an outstanding job pro-
posing new and innovative 
policies. Although we may have 
existing policies in this area, it’s 

good to review and update them 
periodically.” 

The lack of clarity can leave 
residents feeling like they don’t 
understand the purpose of a 
council member’s travel, can 

lead to trust issues, and can also 
be unfair to the council member, 
he said. “The less ambiguous we 
all are, the better.”

See TRAVEL POLICY, page 10
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Menlo Park Councilman Rich Cline (left), mayor at the time, in 
Galway, Ireland with Galway Mayor Frank Fahy at a ceremonial “Sister 
City” event in 2016.



10 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com May 9, 2018

N E W S

TOWN OF WOODSIDE 
2955 WOODSIDE ROAD 
WOODSIDE, CA 94062

PLANNING COMMISSION 
May 16, 2018 

6:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING 

3.  Town of Woodside CUSE2018-0004; CEQA2018-0002
      2300 Woodside Road (Drainage Easement) Planner: Sage Schaan, 

 Principal Planner

Presentation and approval, conditional approval, or denial of a proposal to 
rehabilitate an existing storm drain facility at the northeastern edge of the 
Menlo Country Club that is partially located within a designated stream 
corridor. Prior to taking action on the project, the Planning Commission will 
consider adoption of an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration pursuant 
to the California Environmental Quality Act.

4. Caitlin and James Rozzi VARI2018-0003
    320 Hillside Drive   Planner: Alex Byrd, Assistant Planner

Planning Commission review and approval, conditional approval, or denial 
of a Variance for a proposal to allow one vehicular gate pylon, and associated 
fencing, within the Town Right-of-Way.

5. Fiona Bensen VARI2018-0002
    35 Martin Lane Planner: Sage Schaan, Principal Planner

Planning Commission review and approval, conditional approval, or denial of 
a Variance for a proposal to allow a swimming pool within the required rear 
yard setback.

6. Town of Woodside ZOAM2018-0002
 Planner: Jackie Young, Planning Director

Second Study Session to discuss adding Junior Accessory Dwelling Unit 
(JADU) regulations to Chapter 153, Zoning, of the Woodside Municipal Code.

All application materials are available for public review at the Woodside 
Planning and Building Counter, Woodside Town Hall, weekdays from 8:00 
– 10:00 AM and 1:00 – 3:00 PM, or by appointment.  For more information, 
contact the Woodside Planning and Building Department at (650) 851-6790.P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

John Hofman Hessel
April 24, 1934 – April 26, 2018

John Hofman Hessel, age 84, of 
Portola Valley, California died April 
26th at Stanford Hospital after a lengthy 
illness. John grew up in Woodmere, 
New York attending Woodmere 
Academy as did both his parents 
Sidney A. Hessel and Beatrice Hofman 
Hessel before him. After graduating 
from Phillips Exeter Academy in New 
Hampshire he received a degree in 
biology from Harvard. 

John was a Renaissance man at 
an early age and his love of science 
was fostered by and with his father. 
Together they pursued and collected 
Lepidoptera discovering previously unidentified species of butterfly 
and moth. John’s moth, Automeris iris hesselorum, was identified 
in Southern Arizona while working on his PhD at the University 
of Arizona. His research continued at Stanford University on a 
post-doctoral fellowship. He was highly involved in the ecological 
movement of the 1970’s educating students and the general public 
about the negative effects of unregulated human activity on the 
planet. 

Between college and grad school, John taught 8 years at prep 
schools in New England co-founding a school with a group of 
colleagues which exists today. Back in California, he continued his 
interest in population biology which led him to the organization 
Zero Population Growth (ZPG) illustrating the need for family 
planning. He then co-founded the non-profit Family Planning 
Alternatives (FPA), taking significant personal risk standing up for a 
woman’s right to choose.

John was an avid Stanford athletics fan and a sportsman at heart. 
When he officially retired from the non-profit world he pursued his 
passion for fly-fishing spawned from his summer fishing expeditions 
in the Colorado Rockies while doing research for Stanford. The 
fly fishing bug turned into a passion for building custom fly rods. 
The Hessel Rod Company was established where he built beautiful 
custom fly rods, many of which are still in the hands of fishermen 
and family members today. 

When John could no longer fish at the level he wanted to, he 
decided to become a wildlife photographer. He and his wife Aileen 
traveled many times to Africa. On the last trip they were able to 
locate and photograph one of the rarest animals on the continent, a 
scaled mammal called a Ground Pangolin.

Another passion of John’s life was promoting access to higher 
education, which came from his own fortunate experience of being 
educated at his beloved Exeter Academy. He created a scholarship 
fund at Exeter to provide funding for promising kids. Recently one 
of the scholarship students from the class of ‘92 decided to “pay it 
forward” by establishing his own scholarship fund crediting John. 

He is survived by his wife of forty-two years, Aileen; his children 
Doug Hessel (Teri) of Aptos; Geoffrey Hessel of Redwood City; 
Stephen Hessel of Mill Valley; Lucy Hessel of San Carlos; step-son 
Gregory Wimmer of San Francisco, step-daughter Diana Bariteau of 
Menlo Park; sisters Mary Dodge of Portola Valley and Sue Hessel of 
Lyme, Connecticut; additionally he left seven grandchildren.

Services will be private.
Memorial contributions may be made to the Phillips Exeter 

Academy Hessel Innovation Fund* and mailed to Phillips Exeter 
Academy, Office of Donor Relations, 20 Main Street, Exeter, NH 
03833 or a charity of your choice. 

*A fund allowing innovation and experimentation for students 
pursuing science.

As for when the topic will get 
discussed, Cline said he would 
leave the matter to the discretion 
of the mayor and city manager. 
 Mueller said he hoped the 
review will “clarify for all of us 
when it’s appropriate to be using 
the city name and logo. I think 
it’s important to respond to the 
public, who’s been asking ques-
tions about that. 
 “I think it’s the perfect time to 
sit down with the city attorney 
and go over best practices over 
issues related to council travel, 

and do that in a public and trans-
parent manner,” he said. 

2017 travel spending
 In 2017, the city of Menlo 
Park reimbursed council mem-
bers for at least $13,994 in travel 
costs. The city issued $7,474 
in travel reimbursements to 
Catherine Carlton, $6,196 to 
Kirsten Keith, and $324 to Peter 
Ohtaki.
 Carlton’s 2017 reimbursed 
travel expenses included regis-
tration, meals, airfare and hotel 
costs for the National League 
of Cities Congressional Cities 
Conference; airfare and hotel 

TRAVEL POLICY
continued from page 5

costs for the League of Cali-
fornia Cities Womens’ Caucus; 
hotel and parking costs for two 
meetings of the League of Cali-
fornia Cities Policy Committee; 
registration, parking and hotel 
costs for the League of Califor-
nia Cities Annual Conference 
and Expo; and hotel and reg-
istration costs for the Progress 
Seminar. 
 Keith’s reimbursed travel 
expenses in 2017 included hotel, 
meals, flight, hotel costs for the 
National League of Cities Con-
gressional Cities Conference; 
registration, airfare and hotel 
costs for the United States Con-
ference of Mayors Annual Meet-
ing; registration, hotel, meal 
costs for the League of Califor-
nia Cities Annual Conference 
and Expo; and registration for 
the Progress Seminar. 
 Ohtaki’s reimbursed travel 
expenses were for registration 
and parking at the League of 
California Cities Annual Con-
ference and Expo. 
 In 2018, as of late March, 
Keith had been reimbursed 
$1,323 in registration and air-
fare for the National League of 
Cities Conference and Peter 
Ohtaki was reimbursed $1,571 
for attending the Silicon Valley 
Leadership Group’s Washing-
ton Advocacy Trip, according to 
assistant to the city manager 
Clay Curtin. A

June 5 election will 
have new voting format
By Barbara Wood
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he June 5 primary election 
will be unlike any other 
election ever held in San 

Mateo County, with every voter 
receiving a ballot in the mail 
and the choice of either voting 
by mail or in person at a limited 
number of voting centers.
 Several jurisdictions in the 
county have held similar elec-
tions in the past, but this will 
be the first such countywide 
election.
 Those who regularly vote by 
mail shouldn’t notice much 
difference in the upcoming 
election, but others may have 
to make some adjustments, as 
most local polling places will no 
longer be open.
 Voters may drop off com-
pleted ballots in drop-off boxes 
located in each community 
or mail them in the provided 
postage-paid envelope.
 Local drop-off locations, open 
during business hours, are Men-
lo Park City Hall, 701 Laurel 
St.; Atherton Town Hall, 91 
Ashfield Road; Woodside Town 
Hall, 2955 Woodside Road; and 

Portola Valley Town Hall, 765 
Portola Road. 
 The nearest 24-hour outdoor 
drop-off locations are the San 
Mateo County Registration & 
Elections Division, 40 Tower 
Road in San Mateo, and the East 
Palo Alto Government Center at 
2415 University Ave.
 Find a map and com-
plete list of drop-off loca-
tions at smcacre.org/post/
ballot-drop-box-locations.
 Voters may also vote in person 
at voting centers that are open 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. until Elec-
tion Day, when they are open 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
 Four centers are open begin-
ning May 7, Monday through 
Friday (including Memorial 
Day), and on the weekends 
of May 26 and 27 and June 2 
and 3. They are the Assessor-
County Clerk-Recorder’s office, 
555 County Center, first floor in 
Redwood City; the YMCA City 
Room at 550 Bell St. in East Palo 
Alto; the county Registration & 
Elections Division; and South 
San Francisco’s main library at 
840 West Orange Ave.
 Five additional voting cen-
ters will open on May 26 and 
be open daily (including on 
Memorial Day) through Elec-
tion Day. They are the North 
Fair Oaks Community Cen-
ter, 2600 Middlefield Road in 
Redwood City; the Emergency 
Operations Center at 537 Kelly 
Ave. in Half Moon Bay; Skyline 
College, 3300 College Drive, 
Building 1 Gallery in San Bru-
no; the Boys & Girls Club, 200 
North Quebec St. in San Mateo; 
and Daly City’s City Hall at 333 
90th St.
 On June 2, voting centers open 
in each community and remain 
open daily through Election 
Day. Local voting centers are 
located at the Arrillaga Fam-
ily Recreation Center Juniper 
Room, 700 Alma St. and at the 
Onetta Harris Community Cen-
ter, 100 Terminal Ave. in Menlo 
Park; Menlo College’s El Cami-
no Hall, 1000 El Camino Real 
in Atherton; Woodside Village 
Church, 3154 Woodside Road 
in Woodside; and at the Historic 
Schoolhouse at 765 Portola Road 
in Portola Valley. 
 See a complete list and map 
of the voting centers at smcacre.
org/post/vote-center-locations.
 The voting centers will have 
accessible voting machines, 
paper ballots, election materials 
in numerous languages, and 
bilingual assistance. Voters can 
also receive replacement ballots, 
register to vote or update regis-
tration information through 
Election Day at the center. A


