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Local News
Menlo Park council OKs
new travel policy using
good-governance model

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

I
n the future, Menlo Park City 
Council members will have 
clearer rules about when 

council and staff travel will be 
reimbursed by the city, and 
under what circumstances coun-
cil members may accept funding 
from third parties for travel. 

The Menlo Park City Council 
voted 3-0, with members Rich 
Cline and Ray Mueller absent, 
on Sept. 11 to approve changes 
to a 1991 travel policy and more 
clearly lay out rules for travel 
reimbursed by the city or third 
parties. 

Cline and Mueller had 
requested months ago that the 
discussion be held, but it was 
postponed multiple times to 
ensure robust council atten-
dance. Cline told The Almanac 
he missed the Sept. 11 meeting 
because of a family medical 
emergency; Mueller said he 
missed it because he was ill. 

City-reimbursed travel
Using a model policy devel-

oped by the Institute for Local 
Government, an organization 
that promotes good local gover-
nance in California, the council 
adopted a new travel policy that 
will relate to council or staff 
travel reimbursements.  

Under the new policy, expens-
es may be reimbursed in situa-
tions that involve: 

 Discussions with regional, 
state or federal government rep-
resentatives about city-adopted 
policies. 

 Attendance at educational 
seminars.

 Participation in activities 
with regional, state or national 
organizations that have to do 
with city interests. 

 Recognition for someone’s 
service to the city.

 City events.
 Strategies to attract or retain 

businesses in the city.
Any other expense would 

require prior council approval. 
That includes international trav-
el or travel for which requested 
expense reimbursement exceeds 
$2,000 per trip.

Reimbursement would not be 
provided for personal time on 
any trip; political or charitable 

events and contributions; fam-
ily, guest or pet expenses; enter-
tainment expenses; non-mileage 
personal car expenses; or per-
sonal losses incurred while on 
city business.

Also, if a trip is paid for by 
the city, the attendee will be 
expected to report about it at the 
next City Council meeting.

The policy should also have a 
clear list of examples of the type 
of trips the city will fund, Mayor 
Peter Ohtaki added. 

“I am happy to support this 
policy,” said Councilwoman 
Catherine Carlton. “It’s fair and 
balanced.”

Sister cities? 
Whether travel related to 

visits to the city’s sister and 
friendship cities should be 
reimbursed, and whether the 
expense should be cleared in 
advance through the council, 
were other questions.

Ohtaki recommended that if 
travel is reimbursed, it needs to 
be approved in advance by the 
council. If council members foot 
the bill themselves, he said, they 
don’t need to clear it in advance, 
but  “As policy, the City Council 
should be informed in advance 
of an upcoming sister cities 
trip.”

In June, the council approved 
a one-time expenditure, not to 
exceed $3,000, for an employee 
to chaperone a delegation of 
Menlo Park kids on a sister city 
trip to Bizen, Japan, along with 
Ohtaki. Clay Curtin, the staff 
member who chaperoned the 
trip, said Ohtaki paid his own 
airfare and train fare. Curtin 
said his travel costs came to 
$2,254 for airfare, car and rail 
transport. 

Other travel policies
In recent years, various coun-

cil members have traveled 
abroad as part of local delega-
tions, accepting substantial con-
tributions for travel and lodging 
from third parties. 

According to documents dis-
closing council members’ eco-
nomic interests, which they are 
required to file annually, the 
number and value of contri-
butions for trips that council 
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A plan to calm traffic
The Willows neighborhood is likely to get some relief from speeding and excessive traffic after the 
Menlo Park City Council last week approved a six-month traffic-calming trial on a number of area 
streets. See story, Page 8.

School enrollment continues to dip 
in area elementary and middle schools 

Some districts down by 5 percent, while others remain stable 
By Angela Swartz
Special to The Almanac

E
nrollment slightly declined 
this school year for local 
elementary school dis-

tricts, continuing a recent area 
trend. The drop, local experts 
say, is due to the migration of 
young families from the area to 
find more affordable housing.

Las Lomitas Elementary 
School District, which serves 
portions of Menlo Park and 
Atherton, is one of the area dis-
tricts with the most significant 
enrollment dip. Its enrollment 
dropped 5.4 percent from last 
school year, according to Sept. 
12 enrollment numbers. 

“The drop in enrollment was 
something that the district had 
expected and we have planned 
for it in terms of staffing and 
facilities,” district Superinten-
dent Lisa Cesario wrote in an 

email. There are 1,259 students 
enrolled this year compared 
with 1,331 at the end of the 2017-
18 school year. 

The enrollment numbers are 
“not going to go back up to 
where they were in their height,” 
Cesario predicted, adding that 
the kindergarten classes are 
coming in with fewer students.

“There are not as many people 
with kids moving into the area,” 
Cesario said. She noted that 
there’s not as much new hous-
ing in the district as there is in 
nearby areas like Redwood City. 
“The cost of living in the area is 
pretty high and there’s only so 
many places to live.” 

The Almanac gathered enroll-
ment numbers for the 2018-19 
school year that show:

 Menlo Park City School 
District (Menlo Park and Ather-
ton): down 2.2 percent from the 

2016 high of 2,999 students. 
There are 2,932 students cur-
rently enrolled in the district. 
That’s a 1.4 percent drop from 
last school year. This nearly lines 
up with a demographer’s predic-
tion that the district would be at 
2,936 students this fall. 

 Portola Valley School Dis-
trict: down nearly 5 percent 
from last school year. There 
are 574 students enrolled in the 
district (as of Sept. 6); there were 
604 students during the 2017 
school year.

 Woodside Elementary 
School District: down less than 
1 percent from the 2012 high 
of 453 students. Enrollment is 
stable this year. There are 410 
students enrolled (as of Sept. 12) 
— the same number as in 2017.

Previously, the booming 
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School Districts 2012-13 2013-14 2014-15 2015-16 2016-17 2017-18 2018-19

Las Lomitas Elementary N/A N/A N/A 1,382 1,380 1,331 1,259

Menlo Park City 2,799 2,903 2,904 2,943 2,999 2,973 2,932

Portola Valley N/A N/A N/A 627 627 608 574

Woodside Elementary 453 450 438 409 398 410 410
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Judythe Fina Woods
May 2, 1933 – September 8, 2018

Judythe Fina Woods, 85, passed 
away peacefully in her home on 
September 8, 2018. Judy, as she was 
called, lived in the Bay Area since 
the 1960’s, most recently in Menlo 
Park, and earlier, in Palo Alto 
where she raised her family. She 
was born in Kenosha, Wisconsin 
in 1933, daughter of the late Lucille 
Gastaldi Fina and Donald Fina. 
She was predeceased by her sister 
and brother-in-law, Lucienne 
Muriel Lastovic and Joseph James 
Lastovic, who died in 1977. Her 
daughter, Lucienne Vian Woods, predeceased her on June 29, 2018. 

A graduate of the University of Wisconsin, Judy studied fine 
arts and teaching. She worked with disabled children prior to 
having children. Judy was a talented pianist who loved classical 
music. She recalled fond memories of daily piano practice as a 
young girl, rehearsing her favorite pieces. She inherited her love of 
piano from her father, who was an accomplished concert pianist 
and songwriter. One of her favorite memories was hearing him 
perform, “My Little Blue Eyes”, composed especially for her. Judy 
was also a visual artist, having acquired artistic gifts from her 
mother, a talented painter. She was particularly adept at anatomical 
drawings. 

A homemaker for most of her adult life, Judy raised two children, 
both of whom became physicians. Her children, niece and nephew 
have fond childhood memories of “trading summers” between 
their homes. Judy took the children on day trips to exciting 
places, such as San Francisco’s Japanese Tea Garden, the Steinhart 
Aquarium, and a variety of museums. Judy also volunteered to 
teach art in their elementary schools. Holidays inspired Judy’s 
abundant creativity to decorate lavishly: whether carving and 
decorating pumpkins with the children at Halloween, adorning 
the home with magnificent decorations at Christmas or creating 
colorful Easter baskets, she used her talents to delight the children. 

Judy was devoted to her Catholic faith and was an active 
member of the Church of the Nativity in Menlo Park. Her family 
and friends appreciated her for her sharp mind and good sense of 
humor. She was also very proud of her Italian heritage.

Judy is survived by her son, Bryan Eugene Woods, his wife 
Jeanette Andonian, and their sons Jacob Robert Woods and 
William Zachary Queen of Portland Maine. She is also survived by 
her niece, Lucienne Michelle Lastovic and her son James Lastovic 
of Carlsbad, California, and her nephew, Michael Lastovic, his 
wife Karen Lastovic and their children Joseph and Lucy Lastovic 
of Huntsville, Alabama. She leaves behind many adoring friends 
and members of the church community who kept vigil by her side 
until her death. Also, Judy’s wonderful caregivers provided the 
utmost kind and attentive care until she passed away.

Judy’s funeral service will be held at the Church of the Nativity, 
210 Oak Grove Avenue in Menlo Park on September 28, 2018 at 
10:30. All are welcome. In lieu of flowers, donations in Judy’s honor 
can be made to the National Kidney Foundation: https://team.
kidney.org/campaign/Judythe-Fina-Woods-Memorial- , or to the 
International Children’s Art Foundation at www.icaf.org.

Richard Angus passed away 
peacefully at home in Saratoga, 
CA on August 22. Born in 
Atherton, he spent most of 
his life as an avid community 
volunteer in Saratoga and 
Menlo Park. He was a graduate 
and active alumnus of Sequoia 
High School. He served in 
the Navy at the end of WWII, 
then attended San Jose State 
University. Upon graduation, 
he married Shirley Adams, 
his wife of 59 years. Dick was 
dedicated to his careers at Ampex Corp. and Lockheed 
until he retired in 1992. He loved dancing, roller skating, 
water skiing and other sports. Always the volunteer, he 
was active in the Castlerock Horseman’s Association, 4-H, 
Little League, Saratoga Drama Group, the annual Saratoga 
Parade, and most recently the Saratoga Senior Center, where 
he was former Board President and worked toward the 
new renovations: Menlo Park Historical Society, where he 
served as Board President and championed the Menlo Gate 
project; and De Anza Kiwanis, where he was a long-time 
board member and 3 times voted Kiwanian of the Year. His 
pet projects were delivering Christmas trees, manning the 
Special Games at De Anza College, mentoring Key Clubs 
and Circle K Clubs, and being the Route Coordinator for the 
American Diabetes Association Silicon Valley Tour de Cure. 
In 2017 he was presented with the Saratoga Citizen of the 
Year Award for his work in the Saratoga community.

Richard is survived by his 4 children, Kathleen (Larry 
Nelson) of San Francisco, Steven (Dana Angus) of San Jose, 
Dorothy of Saratoga, and Debby Weberski (Mark Weberski) 
of Tracy, five grandchildren, Emily and Rebecca Nelson, 
Brian and Gregory Angus, and Mark Smith; and two great 
grandchildren Zach and Megan. He was preceded in death 
by his wife Shirley, son Bruce, and grandson Doug.

A Celebration of Life will be held on Saturday, September 
29 from 1:00 to 4:00 at the Joan Pisani Community Center 
in Saratoga.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to Saratoga 
Senior Center, http://www.sascc.org/senior-center/ or the 
Child and Family Institute c/o Richard Angus Memorial 
Fund, https://www.cfamily.org/
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Richard Carter Angus
August 25, 1927 – August 22, 2018

members have taken have esca-
lated in recent years. While 
some portion of those reim-
bursements came from places 
Menlo Park reports as a sister 
city or friendship city, many 
travel reimbursements reported 
fell outside of these locations.
 International travel and lodg-
ing reimbursements funded by 
third parties began in 2014 with 
a trip to China by then-Mayor 
Mueller, which added up to 
an estimated contribution of 
$3,770.

 In 2015, Carlton reported 
receiving a total of $16,205, 
with $180 coming from sis-
ter city Galway, Ireland, and 
$2,560 from Kochi, India, a 
friendship city to Menlo Park. 
The rest of the reimbursements 
she received were for travel in 
China that year. Mueller in 
2015 reported receiving a total 
of $2,560 funded by the Kochi 
government.
 In 2016, Carlton reported 
receiving $13,580 for travel in 
China and Korea, and Keith 
reported receiving $13,032 for 
travel in Shanghai, Zhengzhou, 
Chongqing, and Shenzhen, 

China. In 2017, Carlton reported 
receiving $1,050 from the gov-
ernment of Bizen, Japan, as part 
of a trip related to Menlo Park’s 
friendship city program.
 Some members of the public 
have raised concerns about a 
trip to China that Keith took 
in March, where she attended a 
signing ceremony during which 
she was pictured with the may-
ors of Mountain View and Dub-
lin, California, and others. 
 In public comments, George 
Fisher, a Menlo Park attorney, 
cited certified translated docu-
ments indicating that interna-
tional media had reported the 
result of that signing ceremony 
was a memorandum of under-
standing in support of establish-
ing a finance center and tech 
accelerator at an office park in 
China, with an outpost planned 
in Mountain View. 
 In July, Fisher filed com-
plaints with the California Fair 
Political Practices Commission 
alleging violations of the state’s 

Fair Political Practices Act by 
Keith and Carlton for accepting 
reimbursements over the $470 
gift limit by organizations that 
were not certified as 501(c)(3) 
nonprofits. 
 Carlton reported that she 
accidentally put the wrong orga-
nization name on her form and 
has corrected the form to list the 
right tax-exempt nonprofit that 
reimbursed her travel. Keith has 
provided letters from the FPPC 
indicating that organizations 
that funded the trips Fisher 
raised concerns about were per-
mitted to reimburse for travel in 
excess of the gift limit.
 Fisher maintains that the orga-
nization that has funded some of 
the trips, the China-USA CEO 
Association, may not have the 
proper legal clearance to operate 
as a 501(c)(3). The FPPC has not 
yet determined the validity of 
Fisher’s complaints.
 “This is not something to 
be taken lightly,” he told the 
council. 

 Keith defended taking the trip, 
noting she had planned months 
in advance to travel with her 
daughter, a student at Univer-
sity of California, Davis, during 
her spring break, and while she 
did miss a City Council study 
session about Facebook’s mas-
sive Willow Village proposal, 
it wasn’t an agenda item that 
involved a vote. 
 “I did choose to be with my 
only daughter on her spring 
break,” she said. 
 Keith told the council and 
meeting attendees that she did 
not sign any documents on the 
trip, nor was she asked to. 
   The March trip, like other del-
egations she’d traveled with, she 
said, often involve speaking in 
general terms about Menlo Park, 
talking about what makes the 
city great and providing basic 
details about the city. 
 She suggested that the city 
develop a letter template that 
council members send to orga-
nizers of future trips to ascertain 
what documents are expected 
to be signed, and by whom, and 
who else will be in attendance.
  Any documents provided 
should be translated into Eng-
lish, she added. 
 Carlton noted that on a previ-
ous trip, she had been asked to 
sign a document previously dis-
cussed by the City Council, but 
the way it was written changed 
what the council had approved 
in advance. She said she called 
City Attorney Bill McClure, 
and they reworded the docu-
ment to align with the council’s 
intentions. 
 Other policy questions that 
arose as part of this incident 
were determined to be best 
addressed in the part of the 
council’s policy manual that 
deals with communications. As 
a general rule, council members 
agreed, they should not sign 
anything without clearance by 
the City Council — whether at 
home or abroad. 
 “We have all adhered to that,” 
Keith said. “I don’t think any-
thing should be signed without 
council approval, no matter 
where you are,” she added later. 
She suggested council members 
obtain advance letters from the 
FPPC validating whether an 
offer of trip reimbursements 
by a third party will be eligible 
for exemption to the $470 gift 
limit. 
 When it comes to travel 
funded by third parties, 
McClure said he’d draft new 
language for the policy laying 
out what is and is not allowed 
regarding reimbursable expens-
es. That language would include 
a requirement that council 
members obtain a ruling from 
the FPPC in instances where it’s 
not totally clear that a reim-
bursement offer is exempt from 
the gift limit. A
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