
By Kevin Forestieri

S
chool communit ies 
throughout the Mountain 
View Whisman School Dis-

trict are demanding answers 
after a surprise decision by 
school board members last week 
to remove four school principals 
from their posts.

In an email sent Friday, March 
2, Superintendent Ayinde 
Rudolph told parents that the 
board approved “several admin-
istrative changes” effective June 
30, including the removal of 
Landels Elementary School Prin-
cipal Steve Chesley, Theuerkauf 
Elementary Principal Ryan San-
tiago, Mistral Elementary Prin-
cipal Marcela Simoes de Carv-
alho and Graham Middle School 
Principal Kim Thompson, all 
of whom were “offered another 
position in the district.”

District officials have declined 
to comment on why the decision 
was made, citing confidentiality 
surrounding personnel issues. 
The Voice reached out to all four 
principals and none responded to 
requests for comment.

Since the announcement, 

parents have rallied together and 
launched petitions to reinstate 
both Thompson and Chesley, 
and say the school communities 
have a right to know why the dis-
trict office and the school board 
are replacing top administrators 
from nearly half of the district’s 
nine schools in one fell swoop.

Graham parent Alan Wes-
sel, whose online petition to 
retain Thompson as principal has 
already received more than 850 
signatures, said Thompson made 
strides to turn Graham in the 
wonderful, high-achieving school 
it is today. Wessel said Thompson 
has worked “tirelessly” to sup-
port all community members, 
particularly the less-privileged 
children enrolled in the school.

“As a parent, I’m devastated, 
because I can’t imagine Graham 
without Kim Thompson,” Wessel 
told the Voice. “And I can’t under-
stand how this kind of a decision 
could be made without consulta-
tion of the Graham community.”

Graham PTA president Hafsa 
Mirza said she and other parents 
were “shocked” by the news, 

By Kevin Forestieri

A
stronauts aboard the 
International Space Sta-
tion dazzled students at 

Monta Loma Elementary last 
week, performing one-finger 
push-ups, suspending globes 
of fluid mid-air and floating 
effortlessly in a tight cabin about 
250 miles above the Earth’s 
surface.

Witnessing gravity-defying 
feats are just some of the ways 

students at the school got to 
interact with NASA astronaut 
Scott Tingle and Japanese astro-
naut Norishige Kanai in a live 
video feed March 2 between the 
space station and Monta Loma’s 
multipurpose room, where stu-
dents got a chance to ask rapid-
fire questions about what it’s 
like to live on a satellite hurtling 
around Earth at 17,500 mph.

From the outset, it was clear 
that this wasn’t your typical 
interview. Kanai’s hair stood 

straight up, and the two astro-
nauts passed off the microphone 
by letting it float between one 
another. Tingle got to show off 
his physical strength by doing 
a push-up with only one finger, 
but the act sent him careening 
towards the ceiling.

Kanai told students that being 
able to fly is a useful trait to 
have, but it can also betray you.

“As you can see, we can fly 
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Dan Newberg and Lisa Speller have been living in their RV on Continental Circle on since 
Thanksgiving. Speller said she used to judge RV residents until she became one. 
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A school assembly that’s out of this world
MONTA LOMA HOSTS LIVE Q&A WITH ASTRONAUTS ABOARD INTERNATIONAL SPACE STATION

School board votes  
to remove four principals

PARENTS ‘SHOCKED’ OVER DECISION, 
LAUNCH PETITIONS AND PROTESTS

By Mark Noack

A
s more and more people 
are living out of vehi-
cles, the response from 

many Peninsula cities has been 
the same: Go somewhere else.

In Los Altos, just parking a 
motorhome for a half-hour in 
the evening can lead to a cita-
tion. Palo Alto and Sunnyvale 
both previously tried to outlaw 
living out of vehicles, until a 

federal court ruled that such 
restrictions were unconstitu-
tional. Instead, those cities have 
been ramping up restrictions 
on street parking, arguably as a 
means to the same end.

In Mountain View, city offi-
cials have taken pains to handle 
the problem differently, and at 
no small cost. Over the last cou-
ple years, the city has devoted 
more than $1 million and thou-
sands of staff hours to homeless 

programs, rehousing initiatives 
and basic services such as por-
table toilets, showers and waste 
disposal for people living out of 
their vehicles. Given the direc-
tion to be compassionate, city 
police have reportedly turned 
a blind eye to some parking 
violations.

Some say these policies have 
been rolling out the welcome 

Council rejects RV restrictions
CITY TOLERANCE TOWARD HOMELESS PUT TO TEST AMID GROWING COMPLAINTS
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A student at Monta Loma Elementary School returns to his seat after 
posing a question to astronauts Scott Tingle and Norishige Kanai who had 
a call with students from the International Space Station on March 2.
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By Mark Noack

F
or city planning, trying to 
build a new transit system 
is about as tough as it gets. 

It requires years of forethought, 
vast property acquisition and a 
small fortune to build. Even more 
daunting — there are countless 
ways it can go wrong: fickle pub-
lic support, cumbersome regula-
tions or technology that promises 
far more than it can deliver. 
 This is the multifaceted chal-
lenge that awaits Mountain View 
as city officials try to bring their 
vision of a new automated transit 
system to the next stage. Last 
week, city staff and consultants 
delivered a final version of a study 
into various transit technologies 
and how they could be adapted 
for Mountain View’s needs. Suf-
fice it to say that there are plenty 
of tough decisions still ahead, 
which was abundantly clear as 

the City Council discussed it. 
 “We should do whatever we 
can to help this to gel,” said 
Councilwoman Pat Showalter. 
“This is going to be very complex 
from a governance point of view 
and we’re going to need help to 
make it work.” 
 The city embarked on this 
$200,000 transit study in early 2017 
with the idea of finding a new auto-
mated system that could speedily 
bring about 8,500 daily passengers 
from the downtown transit center 
to the North Bayshore office park 
and possibly other locations. 
 The city’s consultant team even-
tually selected two technologies 
that they believed could best serve 
this role. This included autono-
mous transit, a system that would 
operate similar to self-driving 
vehicles but on a dedicated road-
way. Alternatively, the consultants 
also suggested the city should 
look into so-called “group-rapid 

transit,” an automated system 
that would run on some kind of 
guideway and transport about 
two dozen people at a time. 
 Yet, picking the right technol-
ogy for the job was like trying to 
hit a moving target, explained 
project manager Jim Lightbody. 
He estimated there were as many 
as 100 different autonomous 
transit projects underway across 
the globe, many of which were 
testing out new technologies. 
 “No one knows for sure, but 
many believe the technology for 
automated transit is going to be 
viable within five years or less,” 
he said. “The technology is mov-
ing ahead rapidly.” 
 What was less clear, he report-
ed, was the regulatory status for a 
self-running transit system. The 
Federal Transit Administration 
is beginning a five-year research 

Transit report shows city has far to go
COUNCIL APPROVES SECOND STUDY TO BRING CUTTING-EDGE TRANSIT SYSTEM TO MOUNTAIN VIEW

mat for more to come. At any 
rate, the number of inhabited 
vehicles in Mountain View has 
ballooned. A professional survey 
conducted in June 2016 counted 
126 lived-in vehicles, mostly 
RVs. Last December, when the 
Mountain View police depart-
ment performed its own count, 
the number of inhabited vehicles 
was tallied at just under 300.
 On Tuesday night, March 6, 
Mountain View’s tolerant stance 
toward the roadside RV encamp-
ments was put to the test. Despite 
increasing complaints of trash 
and crime problems, the City 
Council voted 6-1, with Council-
man John McAlister opposed, to 
essentially hold the line. In doing 
so, the council majority declined 
to support stricter enforcement 
measures that might have driven 
hundreds of homeless people out 
of town. But city leaders indicated 
that the status quo was becoming 
unsustainable, and they signaled 
that harsher measures would 
need to eventually come once they 
could establish some kind of safe 
space for the RV dwellers to go.
 “Until we create an alternative 
for the bulk of people living in 
vehicles, we really aren’t solving 
the problem,” said Mayor Lenny 
Siegel. “If we make these pro-
grams work, then I believe that 
other cities will follow.
 “It’s better than trying to move 
the problem along,” he said.
 The meeting was a five-hour 
slog that waded into the many 
thorny issues surrounding peo-
ple living out of their vehicles. 
Present at the meeting was a 
large turnout of housing advo-
cates who emphatically urged 

city leaders not to “criminalize 
poverty.” Their concerns were 
counterbalanced by dozens of 
letters and hundreds of past 
complaints from residents who 
have lost patience with having 
the homeless problem parked 
outside their front door.
 The controversy of the night 
was focused on a menu of options 
presented by city staff to ramp up 
parking and towing enforcement. 
Among these ideas, staff proposed 
prohibiting vehicles from parking 
on city streets if they were over a 
certain size or during certain times 
of the day. Alternatively, city offi-
cials also proposed creating some 
kind of permit system, in which 
people living out of vehicles would 
have to register with the city.
 The enforcement proposals 
were not fully fledged. City 
staffers said they wanted to get a 
sense for the political support on 
the council before they studied 
how these programs could work, 
logistically as well as legally.
 Echoing the concerns of many 
frustrated residents, council 
members Lisa Matichak and 
Margaret Abe-Koga both spoke 
in support of stricter measures 
to control the RV encampments. 
Matichak described accompany-
ing police officers as they made 
the rounds to visit the city’s vehi-
cle camps. While some deserved 
sympathy, her main takeaway 
was that many people were living 
on the street by choice, she said.
 “I don’t feel like the situa-
tion has improved. While some 
people have been helped, more 
people keep coming to town,” 
Matichak said. “We absolutely 
should do what we can for 
the folks who need help, but 
there’s other folks who are taking 
advantage of the situation.”

 But a series of votes on study-
ing these ramped-up enforce-
ment measures came up short. 
In a 3-4 vote — with Siegel and 
council members Pat Showal-
ter, Ken Rosenberg and Chris 
Clark opposed — the council shot 
down a motion by Abe-Koga to 
study restricting parking for large 
vehicles and creating a permitting 
system. Another split vote failed 
to pass a proposal to study new 
restrictions on RVs near city parks 
and streets with visibility concerns, 
such as Shoreline Boulevard.
 “This wouldn’t do anything 
to solve homelessness in Moun-
tain View. It just moves it,” said 
Councilman Ken Rosenberg. 
“This seems to be an effort to 
make it seem like we’re doing 
something when we’re not.”
 The winning vote for the night 
was to maintain the status quo 
for just a little longer. City offi-
cials are putting forward new 
initiatives to aid the homeless, 
and they need a little more time 
to show results, said Councilman 
Chris Clark. In a 6-1 vote, the 
council agreed to keep enforce-
ment largely the same with one 
significant modification: Clark 
requested giving the police dis-
cretion on when to tow vehicles. 
Previously, city officials said 
vehicles would typically be towed 
only after five citations or for 
serious safety concerns, accord-
ing to city officials. Clark said the 
local police had demonstrated 
excellent judgment on this.
 McAlister voted against the pro-
posal, saying he wanted to see some 
restrictions near city parks and 
more funding for law enforcement.
 Spending $230,000 for various 
short-term measures to aid the 
homeless proved less controver-
sial on the council. The measures 

include new funding for a “rapid 
rehousing” program, as well as for 
free showers and waste dumping 
for RV-dwellers and the cleanup 
costs for any biohazard spills. 
 For leaky vehicles that cause 
health hazards, the city will put 
forward $30,000 to pay for the 
towing costs, in effect subsidiz-
ing tow yards for agreeing to take 
RVs and trailers. Some tow com-
panies in the Bay Area reportedly 
are declining to take large camp-
ers and trailers because they are 
dilapidated and cost too much 
to move. Only one tow company 
will still take custody of large 
motorhomes in Los Angeles, a 
city dealing with its own home-
less crisis. 
 One promising sign for city 
leaders was a new nonprofit that 
will soon provide “safe parking 
lots” for people living in vehicles 
to stay. The group, calling itself 
Lots of Love, was started by sev-
eral local churches who proposed 
the idea in 2015. Speaking for the 
group, Pastor Brian Leong of the 
Lord’s Grace Christian Church in 
Mountain View said that starting 
the nonprofit took much longer 
than expected, but he urged the 
city to give it a little more time.

 “We’ve always been a caring 
and compassionate city,” he said. 
“If you cut RVs out of the city 
we won’t be able to get off the 
ground to see if safe parking can 
help the problem.”
 Yet it was not immediately clear 
how many vehicles the new non-
profit would be able to immediately 
take off the streets. Leong said the 
group still needed to hire a direc-
tor, and then members would look 
to start a pilot program that would 
run for at least three months.
 The council agreed to contrib-
ute $55,000 to help fund the new 
nonprofit through mid-2019.
 Yet, even as the council major-
ity pushed for a compassionate 
approach to the homeless problem, 
members hinted that their patience 
could soon reach its limits.
 “Our community has been 
more than willing to be tolerant 
with this so long as there was a 
plan and we would eventually 
return things to where they were,” 
Clark said. “When we have an 
alternative available we should 
move forward (with stricter 
enforcement), but I’m struggling 
with what to do in the interim.” V
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SYLVIA CLAY OSBORNE
 Sylvia Clay Osborne, a Mountain View 
resident, died peacefully and surrounded by 
family on Feb. 24 in Castro Valley, Calif. She 
was 79 years old.
 She was born on Christmas Day, in 1938 
in Okolona, Mississippi to Luther and Lillie 
Kyle. While in Mississippi, she met Archie 
Osborne. He dreamed of raising a family 
in a prosperous town and fell in love with 
northern California. The couple relocated to Mountain View and 
were married on Sept. 16, 1959, and had four children. 
 She first worked as a nurse and continued caring for others long 
after she left the profession. She was not only a wife and mother, but 
she also helped her husband run their moving company, Osborne 
Moving Co. For more than 30 years, they worked side by side to 
make Osborne Moving well-known in the Bay Area. 
 In her later years, she enjoyed spending time with her grand-
children, and could often be found at the park, caring for a 
grandchild, or showing her support at a school event. 
 Family members describe her as selfless and dependable; she 
gave her love and affection willingly, asking nothing in return. 
She enjoyed cooking and baking for loved ones, and her sweet 
potato pie was the best around, her family said. She had a smile 
that could light up a room and a laugh that was incredibly infec-
tious. She had a heart of gold and was so nurturing that everyone 
who knew her lovingly called her mom, according to family 
members.
 She was preceded in death by her husband Archie; her four 
brothers,  James, Luther, Thomas and Eugene Kyle; and her sister 
Iola Taylor Bell. 
 She is survived by her four children Tonia (Elwood) Jones, 
Angelo, Muhsin and Anthony Osborne; sisters Beatrice (George) 
Grundy of Beloit, Wisconsin, Juanita Donaldson and Minister 
Myrtle (John) Doaks of South Bend, Indiana; and two brothers 
Isaiah Kyle of Lithonia, Georgia and Joe (Ida) Kyle of South Bend, 
Indiana; eight grandchildren: Gabrielle White, Tiffany (Mike) 
Dunn, Jordan White, Brianna Barrett, Ashley Osborne, Kyle 
Osborne, Angelo Osborne Jr., and Caleb Osborne; and one great 
grandchild, Boston Paige. 
 A memorial service will be held at 11 a.m. on Saturday, March 
10, at the Cusimano Family Colonial Mortuary, 96 W El Camino 
Real, Mountain View.
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