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Newsfront
PUSD enrollment

Parents and community mem-
bers are invited to attend two meet-
ings in coming weeks surrounding 
student enrollment and capacity 
issues in Pleasanton Unified School 
District. 

At the meetings, district officials 
will go over recent demographic 
data and enrollment projections 
that have been presented at recent 
board meetings. 

They will then discuss different 
options for dealing with over-capac-
ity issues in north Pleasanton, in-
cluding increasing existing schools’ 
enrollment capacity, additional el-
ementary schools, school boundary 
adjustments and the implementa-
tion of K-8 school configurations.

School officials are seeking com-
munity input on the various op-
tions. The first meeting will take 
place Wednesday (May 16) from 
6-7 p.m. and the second on May 23 
from 10-11 a.m., with both being 
held in the district office board-
room, 4665 Bernal Ave.

Jail ‘N Bail

Tri-Valley residents are invited to 
the annual Jail ‘N Bail fundraiser to 
support Agape Villages Foster Fam-
ily Agency next Thursday.

At the event, volunteers will don 
prison stripes and attempt to get 
released from custody by raising 
enough funds to “post bail” through 
social media networking and tex-
ting/calling friends and associates.

All funds raised will go toward 
enrichment, counseling and other 
programs at Agape Villages, an 
agency that places foster children 
in homes throughout the Bay Area 
and Northern California.

The event will take place from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. at Blue Agave Club, 
625 Main St. Anyone interested in 
participating can join as a “jailbird” 
or offer a “bribe” donation by mail-
ing a check to Agape Villages, 3160 
Crow Canyon Place, Suite 120, San 
Ramon, CA 94583.

Run to Remember

Police supporters are set to come 
in droves to Shadow Cliffs in Pleas-
anton this weekend to honor and 
support those who lost their lives in 
the line of duty.

The California Peace Officers As-
sociation is holding its annual Run 
to Remember on Saturday morn-
ing, with all proceeds from the 
event supporting the California 
chapter of the Concerns of Police 
Survivors (COPS), a nonprofit that 
assists with rebuilding the lives of 
surviving family members and af-
fected coworkers of police killed 
on-duty. Visit www.itsyourrace.com 
to register. 

DIGEST School board approves purchasing  
7,000 new Chromebooks for students

Teacher of the Year

ERIKA ALVERO

Arlene Simpelo, a first-grade teacher at Lydiksen Elementary, was named PUSD’s Teacher of the Year. Here 
Simpelo stands with three students in her class who have joined her after-school coding club: (from left) Rylee 
Simpson, David Lee and Elizabeth Surridge.

Lydiksen’s Simpelo recognized for innovation, coding, professionalism

BY ERIKA ALVERO

To Arlene Simpelo, “innovation” 
isn’t just an educational buzz word 
to throw around.

It’s something to constantly 
embed in the classroom, thread 
into the curriculum. In Simpelo’s 
case, innovation means teaching 
her first-grade Lydiksen Elemen-
tary School students how to code.

And this focus on innovation is 
one of the qualities that earned the 
teacher of 26 years the Pleasanton 
Unified School District’s annual 
Teacher of the Year award.

“You’re not doing innovation 
just to integrate technology,” she 
said. “There’s a purpose to it.”

“Arlene is one of the most posi-
tive and professional people I have 
ever worked with,” said Lydiksen 
principal Jacob Berg, who nomi-
nated her for the honor. “As a 

20-year member of the Lydik-
sen staff, she always goes above 
and beyond to serve the school 
community.”

Simpelo’s teaching career has 
family roots.

Her mother taught in Vallejo, 
where Simpelo grew up, and her 
maternal grandfather was a teacher 
and principal in the Philippines.

“During the summers, while I 
was on summer break from col-
lege, I would do summer school 
with my mom,” she said. “And 
that’s where I fell in love with the 
whole aspect of teaching, and 
the kids learning and helping 
them grow.”

Before joining Pleasanton Uni-
fied, she taught in Los Angeles, 
Vallejo and at Travis Air Force Base. 
In 1998, she started teaching at Ly-
diksen and moved to Pleasanton, 

where she now lives. Her son is a 
freshman at Foothill High School.

About three years ago, Simpelo 
began Hour of Code in her class 
along with a few other staff mem-
bers. Hour of Code is an online, in-
ternational event in which people 
around the world take part in cod-
ing activities for one hour.

Simpelo’s coding focus grew, ex-
panding to include a lunchtime 
coding club and an after-school 
club with “Dash and Dot robots,” 
after they received a few grants 
from Pleasanton Partnerships in 
Education (PPIE) for a cart, iPads 
and the robots, which are designed 
to be used and programmed by 
children through the Wonder 
Workshop platform.

In her after-school robots club, 

See SIMPELO on Page 10

Also: AVHS block schedule, YMCA programs canceled, network upgrades
BY ERIKA ALVERO

After a few hours of dis-
cussion, the Pleasanton 
school board Tuesday ap-

proved the purchase of 7,000 new 
Dell Chromebooks for students in 
fourth through 12th grades.

The $2 million purchase from 
CDW-G is part of the district’s 
“student device initiative,” funded 
through Measure I1, the school 
facilities bond approved by vot-
ers in November 2016. The mea-
sure’s funding for middle and high 
school computers is expected to 
be sustained through the 2025-
26 school year, according to the 

district’s director of technology ser-
vices, Amy Nichols.

The vote Tuesday night was 
unanimous at 4-0, with board pres-
ident Mark Miller absent.

“As we move forward as a system 
to make sure all of those arrows are 
in the right place, that we provide 
consistent instruction, consistent 
results for our students, we’re really 
looking forward to providing stu-
dents with digital access on a daily 
basis,” said Ken Rocha, director of 
secondary education.

Along with this decision, the 
board approved for an additional 
$75,000 CDW-G’s “white-glove” 

preparation service, which means 
that the vendor will apply district-
approved asset tags to all devices, 
enroll them into Pleasanton Uni-
fied’s Google domain and remove 
all packaging materials before de-
livery — to make sure the comput-
ers are ready by the first day of the 
2018-19 school year, staff said.

Of the 7,000 new devices, 6,200 
would be “take-home” devices for 
students in grades 6-10 starting 
next school year, with other grades 
added in subsequent years. The 
board also approved the purchase 
of carrying cases for these laptops, 
included in the $2 million total.

The remaining 800 would be 
for fourth- and fifth-grade stu-
dents, though these would remain 
at school, to be stored in carts or 
lockable cabinets.

According to staff, the initiative 
is part of a greater push toward 
teaching students digital citizen-
ship and helping them to acquire 
21st century skills. 

“While we have the digital in 
front of it, (digital citizenship is) 
about being a good person online 
or offline,” said Lisa Highfill, a 
teacher on assignment with the 

See CHROMEBOOKS on Page 9

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Chabad of the Tri-Valley’s 
quest to host expanded religious ser-
vices, a preschool and outdoor events 
at its new Center for Jewish Life on 
Hopyard Road will have to wait at 
least another month.

The Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission heard nearly two hours of 
comments from almost 50 people on 
the Chabad’s plans two weeks ago 
before ultimately postponing a final 
decision while encouraging leaders 
of the Jewish organization to meet 
with concerned neighbors (who suc-
cessfully battled the building’s prior 
owners over excessive noise) to de-
velop a compromise both sides could 
support.

“Chabad has played and will con-
tinue to play a very important role in 
the fabric of Pleasanton,” Commis-
sion Chair David Nagler said at the 
end of the April 25 hearing. 

“For us to be able to, as a city, de-
termine how Chabad and the neigh-
bors can coexist, the neighbors have 
to recognize that the decision that 
was made in the past is not the deci-
sion that we’re about to make,” he 
added. 

“And Chabad needs to recognize 
that the neighbors have legitimate 
concerns. You’re willing to compro-
mise, which we totally appreciate, but 

Chabad 
decision 
delayed

Neighbors bemoan 
new plans for once-

problematic masonic 
lodge site

See CHABAD on Page 7
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BY JEREMY WALSH

A San Ramon Valley High School 
freshman died after being found 
unresponsive in the school’s pool 
on Tuesday afternoon, according to 
Danville police.

The 15-year-old boy, who has 
been identified as Danville resident 
Benjamin Curry, was pulled from 
the water but later died at an area 
hospital, according to Danville Po-
lice Chief Allan Shields.

San Ramon Valley principal Jason 
Krolikowski offered condolences to 
the boy’s family and all of those af-
fected by the “tragic accident.”

“Words seem inadequate to ex-
press the sadness that many in 
our community are feeling as 
they receive this information. Our 
hearts go out to the grieving fam-
ily, friends, students and staff,” 

Krolikowski said in a message to 
the school community.  

Krolikowski, a former Foothill 
High principal, said San Ramon 
Valley would have support staff 
and counselors onhand during the 
week to help students and staff 
cope with their grief. 

The situation unfolded around 
1:50 p.m. Tuesday when police 
received a report of an apparent 
drowning at the high school locat-
ed just outside downtown Danville. 
Arriving officers were told a school 
staff member found a student in 
the pool, removed the boy from the 
water and tried to resuscitate him, 
according to Shields. 

Emergency paramedics soon 
arrived and transported the teen 
to Kaiser Permanente Hospital in 
Walnut Creek, where he was later 

pronounced dead, according to 
Shields.

Police are continuing their inves-
tigation into the drowning, Shields 
said, without releasing further de-
tails on the circumstances.

“Danville police are currently in-
vestigating the circumstances of 
this tragic accident. We will share 
more information with our school 
community as soon as possible,” 
Krolikowski said.

Shields added Wednesday, 
“There is no additional informa-
tion and we are asking for a bit 
of patience to allow us to com-
plete the investigation. As with 
any investigation, we start broadly 
and objectively and let the facts 
uncovered drive the direction and 
ultimately the determination as to 
the cause of the incident.” 

we want you to compromise because 
of your relationship with the neigh-
bors, not your relationship with city 
staff,” Nagler said. 

The Chabad, led by Rabbi Raleigh 
Resnick, purchased the property at 
3370 Hopyard Road last September. 
The acquisition marked a key turn-
ing point for the Chabad, giving the 
growing orthodox Jewish organiza-
tion — that started in the Resnicks’ 
living room more than a decade ago 
— a permanent home after years 
moving through meeting rooms and 
leased space.

But the Chabad’s plans for utiliz-
ing their new building and property 
have met with resistance from some 
neighbors still steaming over their 
experience with the previous owner, 
the Pleasanton Masons.

The situation with the Mason-
ic Lodge, stemming mainly from 
rowdy groups who rented the space 
for events, got so bad that the City 
Council imposed strict regulations 
on the lodge in 2016, including 
outlawing outdoor activities, limit-
ing occupancy and allowing music 
indoors only, with all doors closed.

Those neighboring residents are 
concerned about similar noise prob-
lems if the Chabad hosts outdoor 
activities, so city planning officials 
recommended a series of constraints 
on the religious organization’s pro-
posed use permit — a compromise 
neither side was particularly happy 
with.

The proposal presented to the 
Planning Commission included sev-
eral conditions strongly opposed by 
Resnick and others that seemed to 
open old wounds for neighbors — 
and for a few Chabad members, too.

The plans call for using the 
8,000-square-foot building, located 

near the intersection with South 
Valley Trails Drive, for synagogue 
services, Hebrew school classes and 
smaller personal sessions. 

Chabad leaders also want to op-
erate a daytime preschool program 
for up to 48 children on weekdays. 
City staff supported the plan to 
add an outdoor playground, but 
recommended moving the struc-
ture to the side of the building 
away from neighbors’ yards and 
limiting use to three blocks of time 
during the day.

And with the organization want-
ing to host outdoor activities, city 
officials said they should be limited 
to no more than 15 such gatherings 
per year — and only two of those 
could have outdoor music. 

Resnick told the commission most 
of the changes were “not ideal, but in 
the name of peace and furtherance, 
we’re willing to accept,” such as 
moving the playground. But several 
others were “unacceptable.”

Those included not allowing 
doors and windows to be opened 
during indoor services, limiting out-
door uses in the back third of the 
property and restricting playground 
use throughout the preschool day.

The Chabad’s attorney, James 
Schwartz, agreed, saying he believed 
many of the conditions were too 
restrictive and violated protections 
under the federal Religious Land 
Use and Institutionalized Persons 
Act — an assertion city attorney Dan 
Sodergren disagreed with.

Schwartz took particular issue 
with the proposed anti-loitering pro-
vision, saying, “If you know our his-
tory, that’s a really, really bad thing to 
say because that’s what governments 
have done to Jews for years ... say 
you can’t loiter, you can’t assemble.”

Meanwhile Darlene and Michael 
Miller, the lead objectors as the clos-
est neighbors, told the commission 
they’re concerned outdoor activities 

will lead to the same persistent 
noise problems they faced with the 
Masons. 

“We are actually very excited that 
Chabad has come to Pleasanton ... It 
is the noise to which we object — 
the playground, the outside events, 
the terrace,” Darlene Miller said, 
adding that 25 households in the 
neighborhood signed a petition urg-
ing the city to ban outdoor activities 
by the Chabad. “The noise will be 
detrimental.”

Attorney Stuart Flashman, who 
represents the Millers, said his clients 
support Chabad members’ rights to 
practice their religion outside, but 
their concerns pertain to the other, 
unspecified outdoor activities ancil-
lary or unrelated to religion.

“There’s a balance that must be 
struck between the like rights of dif-
ferent property owners. That’s what 
zoning is all about,” Flashman said. 
“As was said years ago, ‘your right 
to swing your arm stops where my 
nose begins.’”

In all, there were more than 150 
people crowded into the council 
chamber for the commission hear-
ing, a majority of whom were 
Chabad supporters donning blue 
Chabad t-shirts. The 49 speakers 
represented about a 4:1 split in favor 
of the Chabad’s proposal. 

Following the public hearing, 
Commissioner Nancy Allen said she 
supported the playground and out-
door activities but that 15 events 
might be excessive. 

She urged city staff to check the 
use permit conditions for nearby 
St. Clare’s Episcopal Church and 
Harvest Valley Church to make 
sure the proposed conditions for 
the Chabad’s preschool and out-
door activities were consistent with 
theirs. St. Clare’s Fr. Ron Culmer 
was among the speakers in support 
of the Chabad’s plans.

The other commissioners also 

supported Commissioner Herb Rit-
ter’s call for Chabad leaders and the 
complaining neighbors to meet and 
try to develop a compromise. 

The commission decided to con-
tinue the matter after the three-hour 
meeting for future consideration of 
possible changes and follow-up re-
search by city staff. 

The community meeting has not 
occurred to date, though the Chabad 
has reached out to a Valley Trails 
neighborhood leader to help coordi-
nate it, Resnick said Tuesday. 

The project is tentatively sched-
uled to return to the commission on 
June 13, according to city planning 
manager Ellen Clark. 

NEWSFRONT

To explore more about Pleasanton, 
visit us at www.cityofpleasantonca.gov

UPCOMING MEETINGS
City Council
Tuesday, May 15, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal
•  Public Hearing: Carpenters Training Trust Fund – Consider an 

application for Planned Unit Development (PUD) development plan 
to demolish an existing, approximately 68,000-square-foot building 
and construct an approximately 87,000-square-foot two-story 
Carpenter’s Training Center (CTC) building and outdoor training 
and storage yard with associated site improvements located at 
2350 Santa Rita Road

•  Review draft Trails Master Plan
•  Presentation on the Joint Tri-Valley Potable Reuse Technical 

Feasibility Study

Economic Vitality Development Committee
Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 7:30 a.m.
Operations Service Center, 3333 Busch Road
•  Presentation and discussion of update to City’s Capital Facility, 

Housing Commission
Thursday, May 17, 2018 at 7:00 p.m.
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal
•  

of the Pleasanton Municipal Code to require the construction of 
compact units within all single-family development projects of 15 
units or more

CHABAD
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Student drowns in  
Danville school pool

Police investigating SRVHS freshman’s death

TAKE US ALONG

Cruisin’ together: Six Pleasanton families — the Cranes, Goebels, Kellers, 
Mellos, Surridges and Tahirs — took along the Weekly on a New Year’s Disney 
Cruise through the Caribbean.

To submit your “Take Us Along” entry, email your photograph to editor@
pleasantonweekly.com. Be sure to identify who is in the photo (names listed 
from left to right), the location, the date and any relevant details about where 
you took your Weekly. 


