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Newsfront
DSRSD candidate 
filing period
 The filing period for pro-
spective candidates interested 
in serving on the Dublin San 
Ramon Services District Board of 
Directors begins July 16, and will 
remain open through Aug. 10.
 This November, two board 
seats are up for election for 
DSRSD, which provides water 
service to Dublin and the Dough-
erty Valley area of San Ramon, 
wastewater services to Dublin, 
south San Ramon and Pleasan-
ton (by contract), and recycled 
water for those communities.
 Director terms last for four 
years. If no incumbents file 
nomination papers by the end 
of the filing period, the deadline 
for non-incumbents is extended 
to Aug. 15.
 For more information, visit 
www.dsrsd.com.

National Night Out
 Registration is now open for 
those interested in hosting a 
National Night Out party hap-
pening Aug. 7.
 National Night Out is a crime 
and drug prevention event an-
nually held in communities 
across the country, in which 
neighborhoods hold block par-
ties in conjunction with local 
police departments. The pro-
gram is sponsored by the Na-
tional Association of Town 
Watch and co-sponsored lo-
cally by the Pleasanton Police 
Department.
 Police, fire and elected offi-
cials will circulate and visit local 
neighborhood parties. To reg-
ister to host a party, visit www.
pleasantonpd.org and download 
an application. The deadline to 
apply is July 27.

Opera in the Vineyard
 Opera in the Vineyard is com-
ing back to the Livermore Valley 
in July.
 This month’s event will be 
held July 15 from 5:30-8:30 
p.m. at Retzlaff Vineyards, 1356
South Livermore Ave. Attendees
can enjoy a picnic in the vine-
yard while being serenaded by
professional singers from the
Livermore Valley Opera.

Though guests are welcome 
to bring their own picnics, for 
the first time a three-course din-
ner package is available for pur-
chase, as is wine from Retzlaff 
Vineyards.

Individual advance tickets are 
$50 and can be purchased online 
at livermorevalleyopera.com. 

Corrections

The Weekly desires to correct  
all significant errors. To request 
a correction, call the editor  
at (925) 600-0840 or email:  
editor@PleasantonWeekly.com

DIGEST

BY JEB BING

The Pleasanton Planning 
Commission unanimously 
approved last week the con-

struction of two new five-story-tall 
hotels on Johnson Drive, facing 
the I-680 freeway and next to a 
proposed new Costco membership 
store at that location.
 The two hotels — Towne Place 
Suites and Springhill Suites to be 
operated under the Marriott flag-
ship banner — will have a total of 
231 rooms.
 The commission also approved 
construction of a 2,000-square-
foot drive-through coffee shop on 
Johnson Drive, to be located be-
tween the two hotels. Although 
no tenant was named for the new 
coffee shop, it is believed to be 
Starbucks.
 Don Cape, representing Thar-
aldson Hospitality Development, 
said the project is the first to gain 
approval of developments planned 

for the Johnson Drive Econom-
ic Zone (JDEDZ). The zone was 
created to breathe new life into 
a largely underutilized property 
along Johnson Drive, a 40-acre 
area that included the former Clo-
rox research center that has since 
been demolished.
 Under the JDEDZ plan, the 
Stoneridge Drive/I-680 ramp will 
be im proved, as will the Johnson-
Stoneridge intersection. In addi-
tion, Johnson Drive will be wid-
ened and new traffic signals will 
be added at other Johnson Drive 
intersections.
 Final approval of a new Costco 
store is awaiting the outcome 
of a lawsuit filed by Pleasanton 
Citizens for Responsible Growth, 
a local resident coalition spear-
headed by former City Council-
man Matt Sullivan. The lawsuit, 
now before the Alameda County 
Superior Court, challenges the 
city’s environmental clearances 

for the new zoning plan.
 Gerry Beaudin, Pleasanton’s 
community development direc-
tor, said the two new hotels will 
be placed at right angles to each 
other. Towne Place Suites will have 
110 rooms, with 121 rooms at 
Springhill Suites. The hotels will 

share an outdoor swimming pool 
to be available for use by guests 
with various outdoor seating and 
gathering places also planned.
 Two new driveways will be built 
on Johnson Drive to reach the ho-
tels with on-site parking planned 
for 252 vehicles. 

Planning Commission OK’s  
two new hotels for Johnson Drive

5-story towers next to planned Costco on I-680 to have 231 rooms

Planners 
OK some 
relief for 

beleaguered 
Chabad 
center

Some slam city at 
hearing for singling 

out Jewish group with 
restrictions

BY JEB BING

 The Pleasanton Planning Com-
mission last week offered some 
regulatory relief to a beleaguered 
Jewish religious center, but not 
everybody was pleased.
The Chabad of the Tri-Valley, 
organized in 2005 by Rabbi Ra-
leigh Resnick and his wife Fruma, 
bought the former Masonic Lodge 
at 3370 Hopyard Road for $2.5 
million last year. The 8,000-square-
foot building now serves as a re-
ligious sanctuary with space for 
classrooms, community gatherings 
and food preparation. 
 There’s also about an acre of out-
door land, including a landscaped 
backyard that became a source of 

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 This past weekend, nearly 600 
Tri-Valley residents turned out 
to Lions Wayside Park to show 
support for the reunification of 
immigrant families separated by 
the Trump administration’s zero-
tolerance policy.
 The “Families Belong 

Together” rally was one of hun-
dreds held throughout the na-
tion on Saturday. The Pleas-
anton event, which began at 
1 p.m. at the park along First 
Street, was sponsored by a va-
riety of local organizations, 
specifically local religious and 
political groups.

 “I see this as a good step, but 
a first step on which to build a 
grassroots movement to change 
this policy and reunite all of the 
families that have been cruelly 
separated,” said Danice Andrus, 
one of the rally’s organizers.

‘Families Belong Together’ rally 
in Pleasanton

Nearly 600 turn out to show support for family reunification

COURTESY OF CATHY GABOR

Tri-Valley residents of all ages came out June 30 for Pleasanton’s ‘Families Belong Together’ rally. 

See RALLY on Page 9 See CHABAD on Page 7

COURTESY THARALDSON HOSPITALITY DEVELOPMENT 

An artist’s sketch of the two five-story hotels shows the structures facing the 
-680 freeway. To be operated under the Marriott flagship banner, the hotels 

will have a total of 231 rooms.
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discord in the neighborhood when 
the Masons hosted parties there.

Those parties resulted in the 
city’s imposition of land use restric-
tions that are now hampering the 
new owners — the Chabad — from 
fully using its property.

At the 3-1/2-hour public hearing 
June 27, in a crowded City Coun-
cil chamber, Resnick and other 
representatives of Chabad asked 
planners to change or cancel those 
restrictions.

Commissioners tweaked the re-
strictions to help Chabad with-
out ignoring the opposition of Mi-
chael and Darlene Miller, whose 
Bryce Canyon home backs onto 
Chabad’s property. But Chabad’s at-
torney, James G. Schwartz, was not 
pleased.

“Unfortunately, there are still 
some conditions which Chabad 
cannot accept,” Schwartz told 
commissioners.

“Chabad is not prepared to relin-
quish one-third of its property with 
no uses allowed at all,” he said. “No 
other houses of worship (in Pleas-
anton) have such draconian mea-
sures. And many of their buildings 
and parking lots are a lot closer to 
neighborhoods than this one.”

“What is different about this 
property is only the people who 

occupy it,” he added. “We have 
a different player here, a differ-
ent organization. One organization 
shouldn’t be held accountable be-
cause of some bad acts of another 
organization.”

Schwartz referred to a series of 
restrictions which commissioners 
voted 4-1 to approve that keeps in 
place a total ban on any outdoor 
activities on the grassy backyard of 
the Chabad building that extends 
north to the Millers’ property. Win-
dows facing north must be kept 
closed at all times and the one door 
leading out to that backyard must 
be used only in emergencies. At 
one time, the Masons had French 
doors there for use during their 
backyard parties.

Planners agreed that Chabad can 
now operate a daycare/preschool 
for 48 children, but only on a 
westside patio/playground area that 
is no closer than 92 feet to the Mill-
ers’, and only during limited morn-
ing and afternoon hours and for no 
more than 25 children at a time.

City Planning Manager Ellen 
Clark acknowledged that the same 
type of daycare operation at Clare’s 
Episcopal Church, which shares 
a parking lot with Chabad, serves 
76 children, is closer at 86 feet to 
another Valley Trails residence and 
has no playground or outdoor ac-
tivities restrictions.

A survey by Clark’s staff also 
showed that daycare centers 

connected to six other Pleasan-
ton religious groups serve more 
children with no city-imposed 
restrictions.

But the restrictions imposed by 
city planners June 27 went well 
beyond daycare. It also ruled that 
Chabad can hold only 15 outdoor 
events a year for its congregation 
and can use microphones and elec-
tronic amplification at only two 
of those, whether it’s for religious 
remarks or music. All other events 
must be held inside.

Again, Clark’s survey, as dis-
cussed at the Planning Commis-
sion hearing, showed that condi-
tional land use approvals granted 
to other religious institutions have 
no restrictions on outside activities 
on their properties. These include 
recent permits issued to Crosspoint 
Church, St. Innocent Church and 
Ridgeview Hope Church.

“Who are these people to tell me 
where and how I can celebrate my 
religion?” asked Leonard Cooper at 
the hearing. “I believe you would 
be in violation of the First Amend-
ment of the U.S. Constitution and 
I’m pretty upset about that.”

Said another speaker: “The ser-
vices provided by Chabad at school 
and on the playground are a tre-
mendous component for the peo-
ple of Pleasanton. Limiting these 
activities or restricting Chabad 
in any way should be a wakeup 
call for other religious groups and 

preschools in this city.”
Another speaker, who said she’s 

lived in Valley Trails for 40 years: 
“I’m concerned that these rules 
will apply to other religions and af-
fect outdoor activities for children. 
I’m concerned about Christians not 
being able to practice their religion 
as these rules are imposed.”

But the Chabad’s backyard 
neighbor Darlene Miller told the 
hearing: “We have a petition with 
25 neighbors’ signatures asking 
that no outside activities should 
be allowed at the Chabad. Remem-
ber, noise does not distinguish the 
Masons from the Chabad. Noise is 
noise. It’s detrimental.”

Also at the rostrum June 27 
was Darlene Miller’s husband, Mi-
chael, who said: “The question is 
what type of religious activities 
are going to be outside the build-
ing? Four have been identified as 
religious and we completely and 
totally support those and always 
have.”

“But they (Chabad) are asking 
for unlimited outdoor activities, 

both small and mid-size,” he con-
tinued. “There’s no religious jus-
tification of these at all. They are 
social activities. They can be very 
noisy and they can be occurring all 
day every day 365 days a year.

“Because they are social in nature 
with no religious connection, we 
would ask that you prohibit these 
from occurring,” Miller added.

Pleasanton’s community devel-
opment director Gerry Beaudin 
said it was a tough decision.

“After the first hearing (on April 
25), Chabad talked to the neigh-
bors in an effort to come to some 
kind of an agreement on outdoor 
activities. But there was no resolu-
tion and, in fact, the two sides grew 
farther apart.”

One planner said he thinks it’s 
likely that the Millers or the at-
torney for the Chabad — or both 
— will appeal the Planning Com-
mission’s decision. If that happens, 
the City Council can expect to 
hear many of the same comments 
when it takes up the appeal later 
this year. 

CHABAD
Continued from Page 5
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Opinion

From Town Square... 

 The tragedy in a Maryland news-
room strikes too close to home 
for journalists and readers alike. 
Over the past few months, I’ve had 
occasion to make the personal ac-
quaintance and friendship of a few 
local news writers and I am simply 
saddened beyond imagination that 
such a vital link to our everyday 
lives has suffered such an assault.
 These people are more than a by-
line on a newspaper headline. They 
are bright, inquisitive, articulate, 
genuinely sincere members of our 
society without whom our society 
would be plunged into the darkest 
abyss of ignorance. They work with 
dedication to continue their own 
quest for knowledge and learn-
ing and have the training, skills, 
and desire to share it with us, the 
readers. 

 That anyone would act in such 
a heinous manner against these 
people of dedication is a tragedy 
which strikes all of us, and we, the 
people must speak out against such 
acts with such firm resolve that it 
will make our leaders act to help 
prevent the angst that makes mon-
sters of individuals who feel they 
have been wronged and violence is 
their only perceived solution. 
 Making sense of such senseless 
behavior challenges us all to be bet-
ter people so that others, too will 
be better people and civility can 
once again be the hallmark of our 
society.
 To my new journalist friends, 
and long-time ones as well, please 
accept my sincerest condolences 
for an event that has struck at the 
very heart of us all.

Posted by Linda Kelly,
a resident of Vintage Hills 

June 29, 2018

TOWN SQUARE

EDITORIAL  THE OPINION OF THE WEEKLY

The Trump administra-
tion’s zero-tolerance for 
anyone crossing the bor-

der illegally has also become 
policy for a Jewish religious 
center’s use of its backyard for 
outdoor activities in Pleasanton.
 In a 4-1 vote June 27, the 
city’s Planning Commission af-
firmed an earlier regulation bar-
ring the Chabad of the Tri-Val-
ley from holding outdoor day-
care sessions on its landscaped 
backyard and limiting all other 
Chabad outdoor activities to no 
more than 15 a year.
 The ruling came at the end 
of a 3-1/2-hour public hearing 
where Chabad’s backyard neigh-
bors Michael and Darlene Miller 
prevailed in their longtime pro-
test over excessive noise from 
those using the building at 3370 
Hopyard Road, which Chabad 
bought last year from Pleasan-
ton Masons for $2.5 million.

 “We have a petition with 25 
neighbors’ signatures (from Val-
ley Trails) asking that no out-
side activities should be allowed 
at the Chabad,” Darlene Mill-
er told planners. “Remember, 
noise does not distinguish the 
Masons from the Chabad. Noise 
is noise. It’s detrimental.”
 Not only did the commission 
rule that Chabad must move 
daycare activities to a smaller 
patio area on the west side of its 
building, but it also continued 
a conditional use requirement 
imposed when the Masons oc-
cupied the building that win-
dows facing north toward the 
Millers’ property on Bryce Can-
yon Court must be kept closed 
at all times and the one door 
leading out to that backyard 
can be used only in emergen-
cies. At one time, the Masons 
had French doors there for use 
during their backyard parties.

 The Planning Commission’s 
zero tolerance for outdoor noise 
from a religious institution in 
Pleasanton is unprecedented. It 
could affect how other daycare 
centers operate here or even the 
tolerance in the future for out-
door services and social events 
by churches and synagogues.
 Even Ellen Clark of the city’s 
planning staff acknowledged 
that Chabad’s is the only reli-
gious-affiliated daycare center 
regulated on its outdoor uses 
of its property. Her survey of 
daycares operated by Trinity Lu-
theran, Valley Community, St. 
Mary & St. John Coptic Ortho-
dox, Harvest Valley and Rid-
geview Hope churches and Beth 
Emek Synagogue showed no 
restrictions. Yet planners ruled 
Chabad can allow its children 
outside on the side yard only 
between 10:30 a.m. to noon and 
from 3 to 4 p.m., and then only 
25 of its 48 enrollees at a time.
 St. Clare’s Episcopal Church, 
which shares a parking lot with 
Chabad, has no outdoor ac-
tivity restrictions either for its 
daycare/preschool or church 
functions.
 Commissioners mulled for 
an agonizing hour while 150 
people waited in the City Coun-
cil chamber for their decision, 
which only Commissioner Greg 
O’Connor opposed. Forty of 

them spoke at the hearing, with 
most urging planners to can-
cel all of the Masonic Lodge-
era restrictions that now affect 
Chabad.
 “I’m concerned that these 
rules will apply to other reli-
gions (in Pleasanton) and af-
fect outdoor activities for chil-
dren,” said one speaker. “I’m 
concerned about Christians not 
being able to practice their reli-
gion,” said another. “The Mill-
ers talk about wild screaming, 
but they may have been speak-
ing about another playground 
somewhere else. It was not the 
Chabad playground because 
children there are very well be-
haved,” said another.
 “Chabad is not prepared to 
relinquish one-third of its prop-
erty with no uses allowed at all,” 
said Chabad’s attorney James G. 
Schwartz. “No other houses of 
worship (in Pleasanton) have 
such draconian measures.”
 It’s likely that Chabad or the 
Millers will appeal the Plan-
ning Commission’s decision to 
the City Council, as happened 
once before. If so, let’s hope the 
council will scuttle this unwar-
ranted zero tolerance for noise 
that bars a Pleasanton religious 
institution from rightfully using 
its property for outdoor chil-
dren’s and occasional religious 
activities. 

‘Zero Tolerance’ for daycare’s noise  
comes to Pleasanton
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UPCOMING MEETINGS 
Planning Commission
Wednesday, July 11, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue
•  Hong Chen/Shengmeng Education Center  

Preliminary Review to establish an afterschool tutoring facility for 
up to 60 students at a time within an existing 8,429-square-foot 
tenant space located at 6691 Owens Drive. Zoning for the property 
is PUD-I/C-O (Planned Unit Development-Industrial/Commercial-

•  Alaina Stewart for Bringhurst LLC – Workshop/Jenny Soo 
Workshop to review and receive comments on a Preliminary Review 

residential lots where three lots are allowed by the NSSP. Zoning 

•    Inclusionary Zoning Ordinance Update 
Consider an amendment to the Pleasanton Municipal Code Section 
17.44 - for Inclusionary Zoning to promote City goals and policies 

compact units within all single-family development projects of 15 
units or more.

Parks and Recreation Commission
Thursday, July 12, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. 
Council Chamber, 200 Old Bernal Avenue 
•  Valley Trails Park Public Restroom Proposed by Ponderosa Homes, Inc.
•  Review of the Pesticide Posting Pilot Program
•  Parks Projects Status Report for April – June  2018
•  Parks Maintenance Division Quarterly Status Report for April - June 2018


