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Newsfront
Illicit recordings
 All criminal cases involving ju-
veniles submitted this year in Al-
ameda County are being reviewed 
after the county Public Defender’s 
Office provided evidence that 
sheriff’s deputies have been re-
cording confidential conversa-
tions between juvenile suspects 
and their defense attorneys.
 One case has already been 
thrown out because of the rev-
elations, according to the Alam-
eda County District Attorney’s 
Office.
 Eavesdropping on confidential 
attorney conversations is a felony 
under California law punishable 
by up to three years in prison. 
District attorney’s spokeswoman 
Teresa Drenick said her office 
is investigating whether criminal 
charges are warranted.
 Public Defender Brendon 
Woods revealed Monday that 
his office had obtained evidence 
that deputies with the Alameda 
County Sheriff’s Office have been 
recording privileged conversa-
tions between public defenders 
and juvenile suspects in custody, 
including body camera footage of 
a conversation between deputies.

—Bay City News Service 

‘Pirates of Penzance’
 Lamplighters Music Theatre 
will present Gilbert & Sullivan’s 
classic comic opera “The Pirates 
of Penzance” this weekend at the 
Bankhead Theater in downtown 
Livermore to cap a month-long 
run at venues across the Bay Area. 
 The libretto features the love-
struck couple Frederic, mistak-
enly apprenticed in infancy to a 
band of pirates, and Mabel, the 
daughter of a “modern major-gen-
eral.” However, Frederic’s sense 
of duty to the pirates appears 
equally as strong as his love of 
Mabel. Enter a bumbling troupe 
of policemen, a challenged band 
of pirates, and zany plot twists to 
keep the audience laughing. 
 The Livermore shows are 2 
p.m. and 8 p.m. Saturday and 2 
p.m. Sunday. For tickets, call 373-
6800 or visit bankheadtheater.
org.

Candidate forums 
 The Pleasanton Weekly is hold-
ing a public forum next month 
for the candidates running for 
City Council: incumbent Kathy 
Narum and challengers Joseph 
Ledoux, Joe Streng and Julie 
Testa.
 The event will run from 6:30-
8 p.m. in the council chambers 
at the Pleasanton Civic Center, 
200 Old Bernal Ave. The four 
candidates are competing for two 
available seats on the council. 
 The Pleasanton Chamber of 
Commerce is also hosting a coun-
cil candidate forum, open to the 
public, next Wednesday from 
7:30-9 a.m. in the Veterans Me-
morial Building downtown. 

DIGEST

BY JEREMY WALSH

The Pleasanton City Council 
held off on deciding the op-
erational fate of the Chabad 

Center for Jewish Life after learning 
of an 11th-hour partial compromise 
between the Jewish organization and 
backyard neighbors concerned about 
potential noise.
 Central to the deal crafted by the 
two sides during the last several 
days — and hours — leading up to 
Tuesday’s public hearing would be 
a wooden “soundwall” around the 
preschool playground and part of 
the backyard and shifting smaller 
outdoor group sessions from the 

backyard to a new patio at an op-
posite corner of the building.
 The two sides initially described 
their disagreement as 90% to 95% 
resolved while asking the council to 
settle the remaining issues, though 
they seemed to be drifting apart 
somewhat after an hour of public 
comment.
 Rather than making a final de-
cision on the last-minute partial 
compromise and pending points 
of contention, the council opted to 
allow city planning staff more time 
to review all aspects of the proposed 
agreement, which was presented to 
the city less than three hours before 

the council meeting.
 “I appreciate all the effort that’s 
gone into making a compromise, but 
there are three parties here that have 
to look at this and the city is one of 
them,” Mayor Jerry Thorne said. “I 
don’t think we’ve had enough time 
to look this over, the information that 
was given to us this afternoon.”
 The City Council was set to weigh 
in on the neighborhood dispute after 
the Chabad of the Tri-Valley, led 
by Rabbi Raleigh Resnick, and their 
backyard neighbors Darlene and Mi-
chael Miller each appealed the Plan-
ning Commission’s earlier approval 
of the Jewish congregation’s request 

to expand its religious activities while 
also offering a preschool and host-
ing outdoor events at its property at 
3370 Hopyard Road — a site previ-
ously hampered by noise and rowdi-
ness problems when it served as the 
Pleasanton Masons’ lodge. 
 The commission on June 27 en-
dorsed permit conditions aimed at 
finding a balance between the prop-
erty rights of both sides, a middle 
ground that neither group appeared 
particularly happy with.
 But that seemed to change in the 
lead-up to the council hearing. 

Council delays Chabad decision after  
last-minute compromise attempt

Two sides present surprise partial deal; city officials want more time to review

College 
chancellor 

resigns
Jackson steps down 

after five years leading 
Chabot-Las Positas

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 Jannett Jackson has officially re-
signed from her post as chancellor of 
the Chabot-Las Positas Community 
College District, and the Board of 
Trustees will soon begin the search 
for her successor, aiming to have a 
new chancellor in place by spring 
2019.
 The district’s trustees officially ac-
cepted her resignation at their Tues-
day night board meeting, with the 
resignation effective as of Wednesday.
 “The board wishes to take this 
opportunity to thank Dr. Jackson for 
her dedicated service to the district 
and recognize her many years of 
service to the community college 
system,” board president Marshall 
Mitzman said this week. “We will 
miss her and wish her well.”
 Chancellor Emeritus Susan Cota, 
who stepped in as interim chancellor 
this summer after Jackson went on 
medical leave, will continue serving 
her term through Sept. 14. After 
that, California Community Colleges 
veteran administrator Thomas Fallo 
will take over until a new chancel-
lor is selected, with his appointment 
term set to begin Sept. 17, pending 
contract negotiations.
 Jackson served five years as chan-
cellor of the community college dis-
trict — at the time of her resignation, 
she was two years into her second 
three-year contract.
 The reasons for Jackson’s 

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 After some speculation in light 
of multiple Iowa appearances in re-
cent months, Tri-Valley Congress-
man Eric Swalwell (D-Dublin) said 
last Friday that he is “considering” 
a 2020 presidential run.
 Speaking to media briefly before 
a morning coffee-with-constitu-
ents event in Fremont, Swalwell 
said that he would wait until No-
vember to decide, a monumental 
month for him both politically and 
personally.
 “I’m going to consider it after 
the midterms. Right now I’m doing 
all I can to earn my way back 
to Washington,” the 37-year-old 
congressman told the handful of 
reporters gathered outside the East 
Bay Cafe Depot.
 “My wife and I are expecting 
Nov. 4. For the country it’s a mid-
term; for us it’s a full term,” he 
added. “So I want to focus on the 
health of our baby.”
 Swalwell represents the 15th 
Congressional District, which cov-
ers most of eastern Alameda Coun-
ty, including Pleasanton, Dublin, 
Livermore and Fremont, along 
with San Ramon in Contra Costa 
County.
 Right now, he said, he’s traveling 
around the country to help other 
Democrats running in order to 
“change the course of our coun-
try, protect healthcare, protect 
paychecks, protect our democracy 
and win a Democratic majority in 
Congress.”
 Swalwell said that the final deci-
sion on a presidential campaign 
would mostly hinge upon family 
considerations.
 “It’s a big sacrifice,” he said. 
“But I do believe that our country 

needs new energy, new ideas and 
new leadership. And the best path 
forward for our country is not 
to go backward, but to turn a 
page forward as we look for those 
characteristics.”
 Swalwell has become a fixture 
on national news outlets and a 
vocal critic of President Donald 
Trump. He joins a host of other 
politicians who have made treks to 
Iowa over the past few years, often 
seen as an indication of presiden-
tial prospects, as the Iowa caucuses 
mark the first major contest in 
presidential primary elections.
 His recent activity in the state 
wasn’t lost on the 50-plus constitu-
ents crowding into the Fremont 
cafe on Friday. The first comment 
Swalwell received after his 15-min-
ute opening speech was from an 
attendee who said that he would 
have many local supporters should 
he choose to run.
 Fremont City Councilman Raj 

Salwan was present to show his 
support of Swalwell and said that 
he’s been a strong backer of the 
congressman for many years. He 
called the possibility of a presiden-
tial run “very exciting.”
 “He’s a local boy, he’s worked 
his way up, he’s been in the Dis-
trict Attorney’s Office, he’s been 
in the Dublin City Council,” Sal-
wan said. “And a congressman, he 
was an upstart, fresh ideas, fresh 
perspective. And maybe we need 
that in this country, we need fresh 
blood to bring America back from 
‘Make America Great Again,’ to 
‘Make America Safe Again,’ and 
sane again, and inclusive of all the 
communities that we have in the 
Bay Area and the country.”
 In the short-term, Swalwell is 
competing to retain his congres-
sional seat in the November gen-
eral election against Rudy Peters, a 
Republican small business owner 
from Livermore. 

Swalwell ‘considering’ presidential run
Dublin congressman waiting until after midterms, birth of second child

ERIKA ALVERO

U.S. Rep. Eric Swalwell tells reporters that he will ‘consider’ a 2020 
presidential run after November midterms and the birth of his second child.

See CHABAD on Page 8

See CHANCELLOR on Page 6
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NEWSFRONT

 Resnick and the Millers said they 
met for hours in recent days to try 
to come to a compromise, and they 

delivered their partial agreement to 
city officials around 4:30 p.m. Tues-
day. Each side then described the 
deal in separate presentations at the 
meeting. 
 “As residents, our only concern 
has been outside noise. We are very 

enthusiastic about Chabad being in 
the community and about the value 
they bring,” Michael Miller told the 
council. “We recommend this solu-
tion to you as our best efforts to bal-
ance these needs of two groups who 
want to live together harmoniously.”
 “The way we thought of them 
originally as being completely unrea-
sonable ... that was really as a result 
of what happened with them and the 
Masons, a result of 10 years worth, 
and we understand their scars,” 
Resnick said. 
 “I’ve spent more than a dozen 
hours with them in the last few 
days. I have newfound respect for 
them,” the rabbi added. “They are 
upstanding people. They truly value 
what we are trying to bring to this 
community.”
 “We are happy to come before 
you tonight to tell you that we 
have reached a compromise with 
Chabad,” Darlene Miller said at the 
outset of a public discussion that 
ended about an hour later with her 
feeling much differently, filled with 
“frustration” and “disappointment.”
 The Chabad’s plans for their prop-
erty, a one-acre parcel near the inter-
section with South Valley Trails Drive 
that Chabad purchased from the Ma-
sons nearly one year ago, have been 
under city consideration for months, 
including packed Planning Commis-
sion hearings in April and June.
 But the Chabad’s proposal opened 
old wounds for the Millers and 
other neighbors, who dealt with 
rowdy groups who rented the space 
when it was the Masonic Lodge. The 
situation got so bad with the Ma-
sons that the City Council imposed 
strict regulations on the lodge in 
2016, including outlawing outdoor 
activities, limiting occupancy and 
allowing music indoors only, with 
all doors closed.
 Those residents were concerned 

about similar noise problems if the 
Chabad hosts outdoor activities, 
including special events, religious 
services, preschool playground and 
frequent small group sessions.
 City staff and the commission said 
the Chabad should be limited to no 
more than 15 such gatherings per 
year for 50-120 people in the back 
patio, ending at 10 p.m — and only 
two could have amplified sound.
 Those proposed permit provi-
sions, and others, were among the 
sticking points for the Chabad and 
the Millers, who each filed separate 
appeals asking the council to over-
turn the commission’s approval in 
their favor.
 The Millers, who submitted their 
appeal first, argued the commis-
sioners did not adequately analyze 
noise impacts from the preschool 
and outdoor events, nor should they 
have allowed non-religious outdoor 
events or override the council’s 
prior restrictions when the site was 
Masons-owned.
 Resnick, in his appeal on behalf of 
the Chabad, said some of the com-
mission’s permit conditions violated 
the organization’s rights under the 
federal Religious Land Use & Insti-
tutionalized Persons Act.
 Those provisions included limita-
tions on outdoor events to 15 per 
year, the number of people at the 
Chabad Center inside or out to 120 
at any time, how the back patio 
could be used and how often pre-
school kids could play outside — as 
well as a stipulation requiring all 
windows and doors to remain closed 
while the building is in use.
 The debate before the council 
was more subdued Tuesday night 
than seen at the earlier commis-
sion meetings. The council chamber 
saw nearly 100 people, but only 
a handful spoke as most of the 
public discussion involved the two 

appellants describing their compro-
mise, separately.
 Michael Miller said the proposed 
wooden “soundwall” — essentially a 
thicker fence — would alleviate key 
noise concerns, as would shifting the 
small outdoor sessions to the front 
corner of the building, on the Hop-
yard Road side, in a new patio area. 
 Those concessions led the couple 
to now support the preschool with 
playground, up to 15 large outdoor 
events and the Chabad’s full use of 
the backyard, including a contem-
plation garden and a possible future 
residence for the rabbi’s family, Mi-
chael Miller said.
 The Chabad agreed to build the 
sound buffer and create the new 
patio, but Resnick was still look-
ing for more leeway from the city 
on the number of outdoor events 
and amount of people for religious 
services.
 The two sides initially asked the 
council to make the final call on 
those remaining issues, but Resnick 
advocating for more events, higher 
capacity and over 24 kids outdoors 
in the preschool playground, along 
with comments from the Chabad’s at-
torney and some supporters, seemed 
to agitate Darlene Miller toward the 
end of the discussion.
 In her rebuttal remarks, she said 
she was “disappointed and sad” 
after seeing how the meeting trans-
pired — comments that appeared to 
bring into question the status of the 
proposed partial compromise going 
forward.
 In the end, the council members 
determined they needed more time 
for city staff to review the last-minute 
partial agreement and speak with 
both appellants before making a final 
recommendation.  
 The public hearing was continued 
to a yet-undetermined future date, 
likely in the next month or so. 

CHABAD
Continued from Page 5

Ward D. Belding, Jr., beloved 
husband of Patricia M. Belding, 
devoted father of Susannah and 
Eileen Belding, dear brother 
of Richard (Sharon) Belding, 
and loving uncle of Andrew 
and Mariana Belding, passed 
away peacefully in Walnut 
Creek, CA, on June 27. A son 
of the late Ward D. Belding Sr. 
and Helen Elizabeth Belding, 
Ward was raised in South 
Pasadena, graduated from 
Pomona College and Syracuse University, and was a long 
time Pleasanton resident. He had a long career as a planner 
and manager for BART. Ward had many interests that he 
loved and pursued with energy, but even more important to 
him was sharing those interests with friends and colleagues 
throughout his life...from college, from BART, from the 
many choral organizations with which he sang, from the 
hiking fraternity, and from his community. He enjoyed 
meeting new people, cherished relationships with long-time 
friends, and valued the memories of shared adventures.  
He was a generous spirit and friend to many.

A memorial service will be held on Saturday, Sept. 22, at 
11:00 a.m. at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 1924 Trinity Ave., 
Walnut Creek, CA.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests that donations be 
made to the Davis Phinney Foundation for Parkinson’s, 
davisphinneyfoundation.org., 4730 Table Mesa Dr., Ste J-200, 
Boulder, CO 80305, or the University of California Botanical 
Garden, 200 Centennial Dr., Berkeley, CA 94720-5045

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Ward Davison Belding
March 15, 1941 – June 27, 2018

BY RYAN J. DEGAN

 Pleasanton’s longest running car 
show — and one of the Bay Area’s 
largest — is back at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds this weekend as 
the Goodguys 32nd West Coast Na-
tionals celebrates the best the Ameri-
can automotive world has to offer. 
 Starting today, the three-day show 
will feature over 3,000 vehicles in-
cluding a variety of hot rods, street 
rods, customs, muscle cars and 
trucks through 1972 from all across 
the U.S.
 “People can expect to see an amaz-
ing gathering of gleaming and candy-
colored vintage cars. It is a beautiful 
sight to see them all in one location. 
Also, they can see all of the ven-
dor and manufacturer exhibits, swap 
meet, cars for sale, entertainment, 
indoor race car display and more,” 
said Betsy Bennett, communications 
director for the Goodguys Rod and 
Custom Association.
 As Goodguys’ longest running 

national event, West Coast Nationals 
organizers strive to strike the bal-
ance between showcasing the inno-
vation and style of modern vehicles, 
with the power and traditions of old 
school ones, while still always high-
lighting the car that helped make 
Goodguys what it is today: the Amer-
ican hot rod. 

 “The draw is the cars. It is an 
amazing history lesson on wheels,” 
Bennett added. “The cars that attend 
the event don’t look like the cars we 
see on the freeway. Gathering all of 
these vintage cars in one place is a 
great trip down memory lane for 
many people. Takes people back to a 
simpler time in our history.”

 One of the weekend’s highlights 
will be the crowning of the “Good-
guys 2018 BASF America’s Most 
Beautiful Street Rod, on Saturday 
morning. One of the top 12 yearly 
awards offered by Goodguys, the 
judging criteria for selecting the win-
ner is simple — the most beautiful 
car wins. 
 Nostalgic drag racing fans will 
be glad know that the Fuelcurve.
com Nitro Thunderfest is returning 
to the West Coast Nationals. Today 
and Saturday afternoon vintage top 
fuel dragsters will fire to life and 
wow attendees as they explode 
across the strip. 
 Attendees may come for the cars, 
but the show has a variety of enter-
tainment options for participants of 
all ages. Live music, over 300 ven-
dor exhibits, diverse food booths 
and a free kids’ corner full of 
games, arts and crafts, face painting 
and an automotive coloring con-
test for aspiring young hot rodders 

will all be featured throughout the 
weekend. 
 New to 2018 events are the 
West Coast Shootout challenge and 
the Spectre Performance All Ameri-
can on Sunday. The West Coast 
Shootout is a 16-car race based on 
the fastest cars regardless of class, 
meaning that professional drivers 
will be competing against amateur 
classes for the same 16 spots on the 
field. 
 All American Sunday is an oppor-
tunity for car lovers to appreciate a 
broader spectrum of vehicles to close 
out the event. The one-day showing 
opens up the event and allows all 
years of American made or powered 
vehicles. 
 General admission tickets are $20, 
kids 7-12 pay $6. Goodguys mem-
bers and active or retired military 
members who have their military 
ID receive $5 off general admission 
price. Fairgrounds parking is $10.
 Gates are open today and Saturday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Sunday 
8 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Alameda 
County Fairgrounds, 4501 Pleasan-
ton Ave. For more information, visit 
www.good-guys.com.  

Goodguys returning to Alameda County Fairgrounds
32nd West Coast Nationals car show to feature over 3,000 vehicles

GOODGUYS

Thousands of cars from all across the country will be shown at the three-day 
Goodguys West Coast Nationals in Pleasanton. 


