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Bingo is not a drag
■ Drag Queen Bingo a monthly hit at 

Petaluma’s Sauced BBQ. PAGE C1

Sports: Trojan football victory 
Petaluma 2-1 after win over Terra Linda. PAGE B1

Food: Shuckery is the pearl of Petaluma
The oyster bar is also winning brunch. PAGE D1

Motorists on Highway 101 in south-
ern Sonoma County have noticed 
big changes taking place in recent 
months around the county line as 
the long-running freeway widening 
project takes shape through the Sono-
ma-Marin Narrows.

Unfortunately, traffic relief  is not 
expected for at least another year as 
the complex project drags on. Sepa-
rately, funding for other key bottle-

necks not yet under construction is in 
jeopardy because of  a ballot measure 
and a court case.

Still, Sonoma County transporta-
tion officials remain hopeful that the 
entire stretch of  Highway 101 from 
Windsor to Novato will be widened to 
six lanes by 2023, ending a $1.2 billion, 
two-decade effort to remake the re-
gion’s most important transportation 
corridor.

“It will feel great when the Narrows 
are finally widened,” said Supervisor 

David Rabbitt, a board member of  
the Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority. “We have a funding plan in 
place, which is wonderful. We have a 
path forward.”

A new bridge at the county line 
over San Antonio Creek is nearly 
complete, according to James Camer-
on, director of  projects and program-
ming at the transportation authority. 
Southbound drivers are already 
using the new bridge, which is wider, 
straighter and higher above the creek 
than the flood-prone twin spans being 
replaced.

Funds secured for park land

The Kelly Creek Protection 
Project this week announced it 
successfully raised the neces-
sary funds to purchase 44 acres 
of coveted land in west Peta-

luma, signaling what could be 
the first major breakthrough in 
resolving a contentious land use 
battle that’s waged for 14 years.

The local nonprofit hit the 
$4.1 million goal outlined in 
an agreement reached in June 

with property owner Davidon 
Homes, a developer based in 
Walnut Creek. The two sides 
set Sept. 1 as the deadline to se-
cure the most environmentally 
sensitive portion of  the 58-acre 
property, which is located at 
the intersection of  Windsor 
Drive and D Street, and encom-
passes the iconic Scott Ranch.

In exchange, KCPP will now 

support Davidon’s bid to con-
struct 28 homes on the remain-
ing 14 acres, pending success-
ful passage of  its site plans and 
environmental impact review 
by city officials. Although, if  
KCPP can raise an addition-
al $6.9 million by Dec. 1, the 
developer will sell the entire 

By YOUSEF BAIG
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Nonprofit raises $4.1M for Helen Putnam 
extension on Davidon Homes property

Pot farm to 
close after 
neighbor 
lawsuit
Adobe Road cannabis 
grow will cease operations 
after fall harvest

A Petaluma-area cannabis 
cultivation company whose 
neighbors filed a lawsuit 
alleging noxious odors and 
noise will cease operations after 
harvest, following a deal with 
Sonoma County’s code enforce-
ment unit.

The tentative agreement 
includes a provision that the 
owner of  the property who 
leased land to marijuana 
grower Carlos Zambrano and 
his company, Green Earth Co., 
will amend the deed to bar 

See Pot, A5

 ■ CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT  ■

Hwy. 101 work advances as funding in doubt

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Highway, A5

California’s Fourth Climate Change 
Assessment, which went live last week, 
featured the latest projections on the 
state’s rising temperatures, declining 
water supply and the public health im-
pacts of  global warming.

California’s wildfires are now expect-
ed to burn 77 percent more land each 
year, the report found.

The assessment also covered sea level 
rise, and the tools used to present the 
data and the methods that might be 
employed to mitigate it were provided in-
part by Petaluma nonprofit Point Blue, a 
conservation science institute that makes 
its home next to Shollenberger Park.

This year’s report was the first time 
the state opened up its grant applica-
tions to not-for-profit entities like Point 
Blue, and that gave way to unprecedent-
ed inter-agency collaborations that could 
alter how governments battle climate 
change going forward.

“Not only do I think (California is) a 
model for the country, I think we’re a 
model for the world,” said Point Blue 
climate adaptation group director Sam 
Veloz, who was also involved with the 
Third Assessment in 2012. “I think we’re 
showing how you can actually provide 
solutions to climate change.”    

Point Blue co-authored two reports 
covering the imminent changes on 
oceans and coastlines, using data that 
spans the length of  the Americas, from 

Alaska to Chile, Veloz said. 
In a collaboration with the U.S. 

Geological Survey, Point Blue helped 
highlight the dangers sea level rise poses 
to the Southern California coast, and 
how government officials and coastal 
managers can start taking steps to slow 
those losses. 

Among the key findings of  the report 
were that up to two-thirds of  Southern 
California’s beaches may be completely 
eroded by 2100 unless there are some 

By YOUSEF BAIG
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Scientists from Petaluma-based 
Point Blue contribute to major 
climate report with local impacts

Thinking globally, acting locally

See Davidon, A4

See Climate, A5

Petaluma 
school board 
field crowded
3 incumbents face 4 
challengers in race for 
city’s largest district

Seven candidates are seeking 
three open seats on the Peta-
luma Joint Union High School 
District. The city’s largest 
school district, it represents 
7,493 students across eight 
elementary schools and 10 sec-
ondary schools.

With a budget of  $74 million, 
the district is one of  the largest 
employers in Petaluma with a 
total staff of  878.

See School, A8
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Highway 101 corridor construction, north of San 
Antonio Creek, continues on Tuesday.

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Construction continues at the county line, but 
money for other bottlenecks remains in jeopardy

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sam Veloz, a scientist for Point Blue Conservation Science in Petaluma was one of the lead 
scientists on a study that contributed to key findings regarding sea level rise.

PHOTO COURTESY OF POINT BLUE CONSERVATION SCIENCE 

Maya Hayden was one of the lead scientists 
on a study regarding sea level rise.
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commercial cannabis cultivation from 
taking place on the 15-acre Adobe Road 
parcel in perpetuity. The prohibition 
will continue regardless of  ownership 
changes, according to Maggie Fleming, 
spokeswoman with Sonoma County’s 
permit department.

The outcome is a boon for the neighbors 
living on Herrerias Way east of  Petalu-
ma who banded together to sue Green 
Earth using a little-known civil portion 
of  the federal Racketeer-Influenced and 
Corrupt Organization, or RICO, Act to 
stop cannabis cultivation on the vineyard 
property. They argued the plants, grown 
on the property starting about April, were 
too close to residents and the smell caused 
health problems for the neighborhood. 

“Ultimately, we got a good result, but 
it wasn’t fast enough for my clients,” 
said Kevin Block, a Napa-based attorney 
representing the four Herrerias Way fam-
ilies suing Zambrano and Green Earth. 

Zambrano and Green Earth did not 
have a state cultivation license and had 
applied to receive a county cultivation 
permit. In May, county code enforcement 
officers ordered they halt all marijuana 
farming, which the company appealed. 
Zambrano and Green Earth were facing 
more than $1 million in penalties for 
violations of  the cannabis ordinance and 
building codes. 

Friday’s draft agreement was an-
nounced at a morning hearing in Sonoma 

County’s permitting department to 
address Green Earth’s appeal. Instead, 
lawyers for the county and Green Earth 
notified the hearing officer the company 
will halt all cultivation by Nov. 1 and 
all cannabis-related activities from the 
property by Nov. 15, according to Flem-
ing. A final draft of  the agreement will be 
submitted within seven days, and it will 
include how much of  the $1 million in 
fines the company must pay. 

“They are going to have to move, 
however they are able to complete their 
current cultivation operation that’s 
happening now, and that’s significant for 
them,” said Joe Rogoway, an attorney for 
Zambrano and Green Earth. 

Zambrano was out of  the country and 
unavailable for comment, according to 
Rogoway.  

Rogoway defended his client’s intentions 
and the company’s attempt to lawfully 
operate a cannabis cultivation project in 
Sonoma County. A county tax collection 
official said Green Earth paid $53,696.28 in 
taxes for the 2017-2018 tax year.

Rogoway said Zambrano “is just a 
regular guy” who took a risk by trying 
to cultivate cannabis in the county. He 
called Sonoma County’s cannabis ordi-
nance “a systemic failure” that has creat-
ed a system in which “everyone loses.” 

“Probably 95 percent of  the cultivators 
in Sonoma County are not able to avail 
themselves of  the (county’s cannabis) 
program, and are not able to stay here,” 
Rogoway said. “Regardless of  this partic-
ular settlement, the county’s program is 

a failure; it’s a debacle.” 
Tyra Harrington, Sonoma County’s 

code enforcement manager, said Green 
Earth was growing more than 5,000 
plants on about 1 acre of  land, and had 
failed to acquire the needed permits for 
the 40 greenhouse structures, a cargo 
container and electrical infrastructure. 
She said the company also didn’t com-
plete paperwork needed to acquire coun-
ty permission to grow marijuana.

“The county has spent almost two 
years trying to educate cannabis opera-
tors how to come into compliance with 
county codes,” Harrington said. “In this 
particular case, (Green Earth) didn’t, and 
they opened up operations anyway.”

The Herrerias Way plaintiffs — Stefan 
and Carol Bokaie, Surinder and Marie 
Uppal and their son, Gurjiwan Uppal; 
Brenda and Patrick Ward; and Neera and 
Sandeep Bhandari — decided to file the 
federal lawsuit, unprecedented in Califor-
nia, after feeling the county was taking to 
long to shut down the farm. 

But Harrington defended the coun-
ty’s process for addressing unregulated 
cannabis cultivation and code violations, 
and said they must give each entity due 
process required by state and local laws. 
The county’s code enforcement division 
has received about 680 complaints related 
to cannabis activities since January 
2017, and they have addressed more than 
600 of  those complaints either through 
getting people to comply with the rules or 
shutting them down. 

The 15-acre vineyard property is zoned 

for what’s called “diverse agriculture” 
and is an eligible site for cannabis culti-
vation until the deed is changed. 

The property is owned by a limited 
liability company, Flying Rooster, which 
already was in discussions with the 
county to add a deed restriction barring 
commercial cannabis cultivation on the 
land when the neighbors Monday filed 
their lawsuit, which also named Flying 
Rooster, according to the company’s 
Healdsburg-based attorney Bert Terreri.

“It all came as quite a surprise to the 
landowner,” Terreri said. 

The Adobe Road property runs along 
the backyards of  four estates on Herre-
rias Way, and the families that live there 
alleged in their lawsuit that the strong 
smell of  marijuana created significant 
health concerns, such as worsened asth-
ma, and led them to stop spending time 
outside of  their homes. 

Block, their attorney, said that once 
Green Earth’s settlement with the county 
is finalized and they see the terms in 
writing, they will discuss whether to con-
tinue pursuing the racketeering lawsuit. 
Block said that they are interested to see 
how much the county has discounted 
their penalty fees. 

“Doesn’t this say to the illegal guys, 
you can go in and get your harvest fast 
before the county does anything and then 
move on?” Block said. “The legitimate 
growers should be standing shoul-
der-to-shoulder with these neighbors 
because we all lose by these fly-by-night 
operators.”

Pot Continued from A1

In November, northbound 
traffic is expected to shift onto 
the new bridge, marking a key 
moment in the construction proj-
ect. The move will mean that, for 
the first time since the highway 
was built in the 1950s, adjoining 
properties will no longer have 
direct access to Highway 101.

Several driveways still feed 
into the northbound lanes near 
the county line, and it is not 
uncommon to see mail trucks 
idling on the shoulder, deliver-
ing to mailboxes that front the 
highway. This is just one of  the 
dangers transportation officials 
hoped to remedy with the widen-
ing project.

After the upcoming traffic 
shift, the old northbound lanes 
will become a new frontage 
road, an extension of  Petaluma 
Boulevard South, that will serve 
the properties in the Narrows, 
Cameron said. This road, and a 
parallel road on the west side of  
the freeway, will dead-end at the 
county line. Officials intentionally 
designed these frontage roads to 
serve local traffic and not provide 
an alternative to Highway 101.

A new bike path along the 
frontage road slated to open next 
year will connect to San Anto-
nio Road and a bike path along 
Olompali State Park, making 
it possible to cycle through the 
Narrows from Petaluma to No-
vato, a  long-sought goal of  local 
cyclists.

Once the shift onto the new 
San Antonio Creek bridge is 
complete, there will still only be 
four total lanes of  traffic in the 
area, Cameron said. Complete 
striping of  the carpool lanes 
from the Petaluma River to the 
county line is contingent on a 
separate widening project just 
to the north at Kastania Road, 
which started later.

“We’re on schedule to open the 
carpool lanes at the end of  2019,” 
said Suzanne Smith, executive 
director of  the transportation au-
thority. “It’s particularly going to 
be helpful for northbound com-
muters in the evening, who can 
get off at Petaluma Boulevard 
South or Highway 116 before the 
lane drop happens.”

That drop, from a total of  six 
lanes to four, is just north of  
the Petaluma River bridge, the 

beginning of  the final segment 
of  the Highway 101 widening 
project in Sonoma County that, 
until May, was unfunded. This 
past spring, state officials award-
ed Sonoma County $85 million 
to widen Highway 101 through 
Petaluma from the river to Coro-
na Road.

The funding came from SB 1, 
an increase in the gas tax that 
legislators passed last year. But 
that tax increase faces a repeal 
effort on the November ballot. 
If  the repeal, Proposition 6, suc-
ceeds, the local money would dry 
up, Rabbitt said.

“Prop. 6 is a disaster for us, 
plain and simple,” he said. 
“Prop. 6 would put us back 
decades.”

If  the repeal effort fails and 
Sonoma County keeps the 
funding, Cameron said officials 
would still be on track to award 
a contract next spring and start 
construction next August. The 
project through Petaluma, which 
is scheduled to wrap up at the 
end of  2022, would complete 
the carpool lanes on a 30-mile 
corridor from Windsor to the 
Sonoma-Marin county line. It 
will also provide access for a new 
road across Petaluma at Rainier 
Avenue, a long-sought city trans-
portation need.

One final segment of  Highway 
101 widening work still remains 
in limbo, from the county line 
south to Novato. Marin County 
officials are counting on con-
struction funding from Regional 
Measure 3, a state bridge toll in-
crease voters approved in June. 
But that money is currently tied 
up in a court challenge filed by 
the Howard Jarvis Taxpayers As-
sociation, which argues that the 
toll increase is really a tax and 
needed a two-thirds vote to pass.

The Marin County project 
still requires some design work, 
which is currently underway, 
Smith said. If  the bridge toll 
increase is not reversed in court 
and the funding is secured, that 
project will begin in 2020 and 
should open in 2023, Smith said.

“After the Marin portion, we’ll 
be done. It’s really exciting,” she 
said. “But there are these hur-
dles we have to clear first.”

(Contact Matt Brown at matt.
brown@arguscourier.com.)

Highway Continued from A1

large-scale human interven-
tions. 

This is where Maya Hayden, 
the leader of  Point Blue’s coast-
al adaptation program, came 
in. One of  the defining attri-
butes of  the Fourth Assessment 
was that it provided guidelines 
for what those interventions 
could be, she said, which is of-
ten a departure from the gloom 
and doom that characterizes 
climate change discussions. 

It was divided into state, 
regional and technical reports, 
with six interactive tools to 
help localize the data.

“I really appreciate the 
forward-looking nature of  the 
state and that it’s really focused 
on integrating the science 
into policy and decision-mak-
ing,” Hayden said. “It’s really 
rewarding to be able to work 
in that kind of  environment, 
where people take the infor-
mation seriously and want to 
affect positive change.”

In the second paper – as one 
of  five organizations – Point 
Blue helped demonstrate how 
natural infrastructures could 
play a major role in reducing 
flood hazards.

According to the assessment, 
$17.9 billion worth of  residen-
tial and commercial buildings 
throughout the state could be 
inundated with about 20 inches 
of  sea level rise by 2050. A 100-
year coastal flood would nearly 
double the cost.

If  local municipalities don’t 
act, the report showed airports 
in major urban areas like San 
Francisco, Oakland and San Di-
ego will be susceptible to major 
flooding by 2040. It also estimat-
ed 370 miles of  highways are 
vulnerable to coastal flooding 
in a 100-year storm event, with 
over 3,750 miles exposed to 
temporary inundation. 

To mitigate those projections, 
Point Blue and its partners 
provided technical guidance on 
how to create a living shoreline 
that was more cost-effective 
and more resilient than a 
manmade levee, for example, 
by building up protections like 
vegetated dunes, marsh sills 
and native oyster reefs.

“We’re looking at these solu-

tions that get you the win-win 
of  protecting people and, at the 
same time, it’s enhancing wild-
life habitats and ecosystems,” 
Veloz said. “I think that’s what 
the world needs.”

The Fourth Assessment also 
provided funding for an expan-
sion of  the USGS Coastal Storm 
Modeling System, or CoSMoS, 
which included an update of  
the Our Coast Our Future 
Flood Viewer, an interactive 
tool developed by Point Blue.

Through the OCOF program, 
the local nonprofit has helped 
more than 70 agencies across 
95 percent of  California’s ur-
banized coast plan for climate 
change in their backyard, said 
Zachary Warnow, Point Blue’s 
director of  communications.  

Using this approach — pro-
viding local governments will 
actionable directives that are 
designed for long-term results 
— is where Point Blue has 
found its niche.

“I think a lot of  people are 
really interested in it in Califor-
nia, and it’s become a lot more 
common for in-state policy 
to consider adaptation, na-
ture-based solutions,” Hayden 
said. “These are supposed to 
be prioritized, and in a lot of  
ways we’re trying to fill a void 
on finding guidance on what 
that would look like and where 
those would be appropriate.”

(Contact News Editor Yousef  
Baig at yousef.baig@argus-
courier.com or 776-8461, and on 
Twitter @YousefBaig.)

Climate  
Continued from A1

CRISTINA PASCUAL / ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

Employees at Point Blue Conservation Science in Petaluma gather on 
the top floor deck with views of Shollenberger Park’s wetlands.

A screen capture from Point Blue’s Our Coast Our Future interactive 
map shows the potential flood hazards near the Petaluma River if a 
100-year storm occurred after 50 centimeters of sea level rise.
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