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Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts to hold 
recruitment nights 

Cub Scout Pack and Boy 
Scout Troop 2103 will hold a re-
cruitment meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at North Avenue Bap-
tist Church, 1523 W. North Ave. 

Cub Scouting is open to chil-
dren in kindergarten through 
fi fth grades, and Boy Scouting is 
open to boys 11 through 18 years 
old. Leaders will be available 
to explain the program, answer 
questions and accept registra-
tions. 

For more information, call 
733-3857 or visit http://www.
freewebs.com/pack2103 or 
http://www.freewebs.com/
troop2103.

Landmark 
Missionary Baptist 
Church to hold yard 
sale this weekend

The Landmark Missionary 
Baptist Church will host a yard 
sale Friday and Saturday.

The sale will be held in the al-
ley at 708 North Third St., and 
will run from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
both days. Items will include fur-
niture, clothing, books and more. 

For more information, call 
805-717-3083. 

Republican group 
to raise funds 
for school music 
departments 

The Lompoc Valley Republican 
Women Federated will sponsor a 
fundraiser to benefi t the Lompoc 
and Cabrillo high school music 
departments from 1 to 4 p.m. 
Saturday at the Alpha Club, 704 
E. Ocean Ave.

Food and drinks will be pro-
vided, as well as door prizes 
and a ra�  e for a classic bicycle. 
Entertainment will include per-
formances from the two high 
schools’ music departments. 
Tickets are $35 and are tax-de-
ductible, according to the orga-
nization.

For more information or for 
tickets, call 805-733-0258.

Pianist to headline 
Lompoc Concert 
Association opener 

Acclaimed pianist Thomas 
Pandolfi  will be the featured 
performer in the Lompoc Con-
cert Association’s 2018-19 sea-
son-opener, scheduled for Sat-
urday at the First United Meth-
odist Church of Lompoc, 925 
North F St.

WILLIS JACOBSON
wjacobson@leecentralcoastnews.com 

 The city of Lompoc’s sweep of 
the Santa Ynez Riverbed kicked 
into full gear Monday as the last 
remaining inhabitants were re-
moved from the waterway, and 
the city-run triage center began 
accepting its fi rst wave of arriv-
als.

Local homeless residents be-
gan arriving at the temporary 
triage center, which is set up in 
the northern portion of River 
Park, early Monday morning and 
people continued to set up camp 
there throughout the day.

Representatives from various 
service organizations were on 
hand to o� er support informa-
tion to the people utilizing the 
triage center, which is scheduled 
to remain open for 30 days.

Lompoc Police Chief Pat 
Walsh, who fi rst proposed a full-
scale cleanup of the riverbed to 
the Lompoc City Council on Feb. 
6, said Monday that he felt like 
the riverbed eviction process and 
triage center opening had gone 
“extremely smooth.”

Walsh noted that the fi nal 20 
people were asked to leave the 
riverbed Monday morning and 
that each of them was ready and 
complied. As of late Monday 
afternoon, 21 people had set up 
camp at the triage center.

“From our perspective it went 
fantastic,” Walsh said of the fi -
nal stage of removing people 
from the riverbed. “There were 
no arrests, no confl icts — very 
smooth.”

Life at the triage center
Danny Williams, 48, was 

among those homeless residents 
who trekked to River Park on 
Monday to look into the services 
being o� ered at the triage center. 
Williams, who said he had been 
living in the riverbed for a little 
more than two years, arrived via 
bicycle with his Shih Tzu, Little 
Boy, in tow in a carrier a�  xed to 
Williams’ bike.

Williams said he had long felt 
that homeless people should be 
o� ered support services if they 
were to get evicted from the riv-
erbed, so he said he was glad to 
see that something was being 
done.

“This is a good thing,” Wil-
liams said shortly after check-
ing in to the triage center around 
10:30 a.m. “I’m going to take ad-
vantage of it and I’m glad they’re 
doing it. I couldn’t wait for it to 
start, personally.”

Mark Ashamalla, who has 
performed outreach to home-
less people in the Santa Ynez 
Riverbed for the past fi ve years, 
was contracted by the city of 
Lompoc to help run the triage 
center. Ashamalla, whose pro-
fessional background includes 
working with people with men-
tal illnesses and addiction issues, 

noted Monday that life at the 
center isn’t meant to be a solu-
tion or vacation.

“This is not a camp for horse-
shoes and volleyball and this is 
not a social hour,” he said. “This 
is about working on yourself. As 
our community is trying to help 
(homeless people) and lift them 
up, it’s for them to work on get-
ting housing and jobs.”

The people utilizing the ser-
vice are encouraged to bring 
their own tents and sleeping 
bags to the triage center, which 
is fenced o�  from the rest of 
River Park. The center is slated 
to have a security guard on site 
at all times, and the representa-
tives from the support agencies 
are scheduled to be there during 
business hours, at a minimum.

The people using the center 
will be provided breakfast and 
dinner each day, and will be free 
to come and go as they wish.

“This is not a concentration 
camp; it’s not about fencing 
them in,” said Ashamalla, who 
estimated that 80 percent of 
the local homeless population 
were longtime members of the 
Lompoc community. “It’s just 
making sure they’re secure and 
safe, and we’re doing our best to 
help them.”

Help still needed
The Lompoc City Council has 

approved up to $80,000 so far 
for the cleanup of the riverbed — 
$40,000 for police sta�  ng costs 
and up to another $40,000 to run 

the triage center.
City o�  cials are hopeful, how-

ever, that donations and assis-
tance from third-party agencies 
will help lessen those costs on 
the city’s General Fund.

Among the organizations aid-
ing in the e� ort are Santa Barbara 
County, Coast Valley Substance 
Abuse Treatment Center, Family 
Service Agency, Prepare 2 Care, 
Micah Mission, Planting a Seed, 
Good Samaritan Shelters, the 
North County Rape Crisis and 
Child Protection Center, and 
Overland Security Services LLC.

Walsh, who noted that police 
o�  cers will patrol the riverbed 
daily for at least 30 days to en-
sure no one re-enters the area, 
encouraged residents who wish 
to provide assistance to make 
monetary donations.

Micah Mission, which was 
started by local pastor and 
homeless advocate Brian Halter-
man, is among the agencies so-
liciting donations. The mission is 
providing tents and sleeping bags 
for those triage center occupants 
who can’t provide their own, as 
well as food for the daily meals.

People can donate to Micah 
Mission at micahmission.com, at 
Chase Bank via account number 
310597858, or by mail to Micah 
Mission, P.O. Box 1115, Lompoc, 
CA 93438. Checks, according to 
a city spokeswoman, should be 
made out to “Micah Mission” 

Final 20 people asked 
to leave riverbed

LEN WOOD, STAFF 

Danny Williams moves into the homeless triage center at River Park from the Santa Ynez Riverbed on Monday.
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 Several Lompoc Unifi ed 
School District administrators 
and supporters gathered with 
community members early 
Tuesday afternoon to discuss 
aspects of Measure E — the dis-
trict’s $79 million bond that will 
be on the Nov. 6 ballot — during 
an informal gathering that ended 

with passionate attacks on the 
district’s proposed sexual edu-
cation curriculum.

The meeting, which lasted 
about 90 minutes, was titled 
“Co� ee with LUSD” and was 
held at South Side Co� ee Co. 
About 30 people, including some 
LUSD o�  cials and sta�  mem-
bers, attended the get-together, 
which began with an hour-long 
open conversation about some of 
the specifi c facets of Measure E.

The fi nal half-hour of the 
meeting, however, consisted of 
a few community members, in-
cluding a couple of people who 

identifi ed themselves as par-
ents of LUSD students, raising 
concerns about the age-appro-
priateness of the sex education 
materials that were set to be dis-
cussed, and potentially adopted, 
by the LUSD board of education 
later Tuesday evening at its reg-
ular meeting.

LUSD Superintendent Trevor 
McDonald responded to some of 
the comments about the sex ed-
ucation materials, though he ac-
knowledged that he was caught 
completely o� -guard by the 

Lompoc school o�cials discuss 
Measure E at gathering
Proposed sex ed 
curriculum debated 
as well

LEN WOOD STAFF 

Members of the public ask Lompoc Unifi ed School District o�  cials about 
Measure E during an informal meeting Tuesday at South Side Co� ee Co.

Packed house at North 
County Round Table: Four athletes 
honored in return from holiday break   PAGE B1

CANDIDATES BRING CAMPAIGNS TO 
ICE CREAM SOCIAL: Carbajal, Fareed, Ostrander 
share views on housing, issues impacting seniors  PAGE A3

‘HELP IS HERE’
Lompoc opens 
triage center for 
homeless residents

Please see HOMELESS, Page A2 Please see TOWN, Page A2

Please see MEASURE E, Page A6
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Mexican Independence celebration 
to be held at Ryon Park

 Mexican music and culture will be celebrated Sunday 
during the 41st annual Mexican Independence Celebration 
at Lompoc’s Ryon Park.

The free family-friendly event — which is being pre-
sented by Concilio de Lompoc, the Chumash Casino and 
Taco Roco — will be held from 1 to 6 p.m. It will feature 
live entertainment, food vendors, information booths and 
activities for children.

The celebration marks the anniversary of the “Grito de 
la Independencia,” or “Cry of Independence,” that rang 
out from Delores, Mexico, on Sept. 16, 1810, and kicked 
off the Mexican War of Independence from Spain.

The Lompoc festivities will open with a salute to the 
American and Mexican flags. Among the featured per-
formers will be the bands Banda Agavera, Los Tukas, Los 
Kinos, singer Melody Hope and dancers from Garcia Dance 
Studio.

People and families from all backgrounds are encour-
aged to attend. Activities will be in Spanish and English.

No pets, bike riding, personal cooking, alcohol or smok-
ing will be allowed inside Ryon Park during the celebration.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO BY JOHN CALLAN AT SYMBIART  

In this sept. 14, 2015, file photo, a spectator takes in the 
mexican Independence Celebration festivities at ryon park. 
this year’s celebration will be held sunday, sept. 16.

and indicate that they are for 
“Hope for the Homeless.”

“Every little bit helps,” said 
Walsh, who also encouraged 
donations to Planting a Seed 
and Good Samaritan Shel-
ters, in particular.

The city is also asking that 
people donate sleeping bags, 
tents, blankets and/or pil-
lows, by dropping them off 
at the Bridgehouse Home-
less Shelter, 2025 Sweeney 
Road.

Additionally, Ashamalla 
encouraged community 
members with available 
housing or jobs to reach out 
to the city. Those opportu-
nities, he said, could provide 

major boosts to people try-
ing to get back on their feet.

Walk-in referrals to the 
triage center are no longer 
available, according to the 
city, but clients may be re-

ferred to the center by calling 
805-345-0235.

Williams, who said his 
goal after the triage center 
is to relocate to Stockton to 
be with family there, said he 

was looking forward to ac-
cepting help after deciding 
that “I’m too old” for living 
on the streets.

“I hope more people take 
advantage of it,” he said of 
triage center. “It’s an op-
portunity. You can’t stay 
in the riverbed, so why not 
try to come and (work with) 
someone who’s trying to 
help you out.

“That’s what people com-
plain about — that there’s no 
one trying to help,” he added. 
“Well, help is here. Now you 
just have to take advantage 
of it.”

Willis Jacobson covers the 
city of Lompoc for Lee Central 
Coast newspapers. Follow 
him on twitter @WJacob-
sonLr.

Homeless
From A1

Doors for the concert 
will open at 6:45 p.m., with 
the show slated to begin at 
7:30. Tickets, which will be 
available at the door, will be 
$25 for adults and $5 for stu-
dents.

Pandolfi, a graduate of the 
Juilliard School, is expected 
to perform masterworks by 
Mozart, Beethoven and Cho-
pin, according to the Lompoc 
Concert Association.

For more information on 
the Lompoc Concert Asso-

ciation, visit www.lompoc-
concert.org or call 805-588-
5971.

Methodist church 
to host ‘Worship 
in the Park’ 

The First United Method-
ist Church of Lompoc will 
host its annual Worship in 
the Park at 10:30 a.m. Sun-
day at Ken Adam Park, lo-
cated at Hancock Drive and 
Highway 1. 

There will be music, a 
message from Pastor Kath-

leen Puntar, lots of family fun 
and fellowship. Food will be 
available for $5 per person for 
a sandwich, chips and wa-
termelon. Picnic table seat-
ing is available at the park, or 
people can bring their own 
lawn chairs.

For more information, 
call the church office at 805-
736-1271.

Lompoc Music 
Association to 
open season 
Sunday 

Pianist Kacey Link, a 
scholar of Latin American 
music, will be the featured 
performer in the Lompoc 
Music Association’s sea-
son-opening show, sched-
uled to begin at 3 p.m. Sun-
day in the Valley of the Flow-
ers United Church of Christ, 
located at 3346 Constel-
lation Road in Vandenberg 
Village.

Admission is $20 for adults 
and $6 for students. Season 
tickets, which will admit the 
holder to each of the four 
concerts throughout the 
season, will be available for 
purchase at the door for $55.

Town
From A1

LEN WOOD, STAFF 

a truck filled with the possessions of local homeless 
residents on monday passes a gate into the triage center, 
which was set up to accommodate those leaving the santa 
ynez riverbed. 

 The following arrests, in-
cidents and information are 
from reports by law enforce-
ment and other public safety 
agencies from 3 p.m. Friday 
to 3 p.m. Monday.

There were 116 incidents 
reported during the period, 
including the following:

 � The felony arrest Friday 
of Josef Asher, 68, on suspi-
cion of threatening a crime 
with intent to terrorize. Bail: 
$50,000.

 � The felony arrest Friday 
of Albert Thomas Hudson, 
28, on suspicion of violation 
of probation and obstruct-
ing/resisting an executive 
officer.

 � The felony arrest Friday 
of Jazmin Eileme Hewes, 20, 
on suspicion of obstructing/
resisting an executive officer. 
Bail: $25,000.

 � The felony arrest Sat-
urday of Saaku Akin Jones, 
46, on suspicion of false im-
prisonment. Bail: $52,500.

Friday
 � 4:40 p.m. — petty 

theft, 700 block of North H 
Street

 � 5:27 p.m. — resisting 
arrest, 1600 block of North 
H Street

 � 6:12 p.m. — stolen ve-
hicle, 900 block of West 
Date Avenue

 � 6:51 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 2100 block of Briar 
Creek Way

 � 7:55 p.m. — distur-
bance, neighbor dispute, 
600 block of North Fourth 
Street

 � 8:07 p.m. — harass-
ment, East Olive Avenue and 
South C Street

 � 8:21 p.m. — traffic col-
lision, no injury, 1500 block 

of West Pine Avenue
 � 9:27 p.m. — distur-

bance, loud vehicle, 500 
block of North G Street

 � 9:42 p.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 600 block of 
North Q Street

 � 9:47 p.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 1500 block of 
North H Street

 � 10:03 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 200 block of West 
College Avenue

 � 10:24 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 1200 block of East 
Barton Avenue

 � 10:25 p.m. — distur-
bance, party, 200 block of 
West North Avenue

 � 10:36 p.m. — distur-
bance, verbal, 200 block of 
North D Street

 � 10:56 p.m. — distur-
bance, music, 1400 block of 
West Chestnut Avenue

 � 11:09 p.m. — distur-
bance, music, 800 block of 
West Date Avenue

 � 11:11 p.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 500 block of 
North L Street

 � 11:39 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 400 block of West 
Pine Avenue

Saturday
 � 2:02 a.m. — public in-

toxication, 100 block of East 
North Avenue

 � 3:12 a.m. — distur-
bance, music, 600 block of 
North A Street

 � 5:32 a.m. — distur-
bance, loud vehicle, 600 
block of North Z Street

 � 1:15 p.m. — traffic colli-
sion, no injury, East Walnut 
Avenue and North D Street

 � 4:01 p.m. — traffic col-
lision, minor injury, 200 
block of West Walnut Ave-
nue

 � 4:44 p.m. — bicycle 
theft, 500 block of North G 
Street

 � 4:47 p.m. — resisting 
arrest, 400 block of West 
Barton Avenue

 � 6:42 p.m. — distur-
bance, party, 400 block of 
North I Street

 � 6:50 p.m. — hit-and-
run, with injury, 1500 block 
of East Ocean Avenue

 � 7 p.m. — burglary/
shoplifting, 700 block of 
West Central Avenue

 � 9:13 p.m. — vandalism, 
vehicle, 500 block of North 
S Street

 � 9:18 p.m. — distur-
bance, music, 100 block of 
East Chestnut Avenue

 � 10:36 p.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 1200 block of 
West Airport Avenue

 � 11:05 p.m. — distur-
bance, music, 800 block of 
North D Street

 � 11:57 p.m. — distur-
bance, party, 200 block of 
North G Street

Sunday
 � 2:07 a.m. — distur-

bance, loud noise, 700 block 
of North Fourth Street

 � 7:07 a.m. — petty theft, 
800 block of North F Street

 � 11:29 a.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 1500 block of 
North H Street

 � 12:18 p.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 1700 block of 
East Ocean Avenue

 � 1:31 p.m. — person 
down, 1500 block of North 
H Street

 � 3:47 p.m. — vandalism, 
vehicle, 1300 block of North 
H Street

 � 4:52 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 300 block of North 
J Street

 � 5:26 p.m. — traffic col-
lision, minor injury, West 
College Avenue and North 
H Street

 � 6:32 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 400 block of West 
North Avenue

 � 6:47 p.m. — assault 
with a deadly weapon, East 
Airport Avenue and North 
Larkspur Street

 � 6:54 p.m. — juvenile 
problem, 400 block of West 
Pine Avenue

 � 7:03 p.m. — battery, 
1300 block of West Fir Av-
enue

 � 7:29 p.m. — distur-
bance, music, West Chest-
nut Avenue and North L 
Street

 � 8:40 p.m. — distur-
bance, party, 200 block of 
West Pine Avenue

 � 8:46 p.m. — distur-
bance, neighbor dispute, 300 
block of West Laurel Avenue

 � 10:56 p.m. — vandal-
ism, vehicle, 100 block of 
North M Street

Monday
 � 12:38 a.m. — battery, 

1300 block of West Airport 
Avenue

 � 12:46 a.m. — domestic 
disturbance, 1100 block of 
East Bell Avenue

 � 1:49 a.m. — distur-
bance, loud noise, 400 block 
of West Pine Avenue

 � 10:49 a.m. — bran-
dishing weapon, 400 block 
of North E Street

 � 11:29 a.m. — battery, 
300 block of North J Street

 � 12:29 p.m. — traffic col-
lision, no injury, 600 block of 
North H Street

 � 12:34 p.m. — domes-
tic disturbance, East North 
Avenue and North F Street
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 The Santa Barbara 
County Sheriff’s Office cel-
ebrated nine promotions, 
including the swearing in of 
a brand-new undersheriff, 
during Monday’s ceremony 
at the Earl Warren Show-
grounds. 

Before a packed room 
of colleagues, family and 
friends, Sheriff Bill Brown 
promoted a chief deputy, a 
commander, two sheriff’s 
sergeants and an under-
sheriff, who is second in 
command to the sheriff and 
oversees the day-to-day 
operations at the Sheriff’s 
Office. 

Solomon “Sol” Linver, 
a 34-year veteran of the 
Sheriff’s Office was sworn 
in as the new undersheriff, 
replacing Bernard Mele-
kian. Linver has led the 
criminal investigations 
division, the special inves-
tigations bureau, the op-
erations support division 
and has served as the chief 
of law enforcement opera-
tions during the past year. 

“I can say that 34 years 
ago, as a young deputy, 
I never thought in my 
wildest dreams I might be 
the undersheriff for this 
amazing agency,” Linver 
said. “It is my privilege to 
help provide the men and 
women of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice with the support, tools 
and training they need to 
do their best.”

Brown said the Sheriff’s 
Office will benefit from the 
years of experience Linver 
brings to the position. 

“Sol Linver has impres-
sive qualifications and ex-
tensive experience as a law 
enforcement practitioner 
at the line, supervisory, 
management, command 
and executive levels,” 
Brown said. “He is a man 
of integrity who is bright, 

caring and unsurpassed 
in his dedication to the 
Sheriff’s Office, and I am 
proud to promote him as 
our organization’s second 
in command.” 

The sheriff also took 
the opportunity to thank 
his outgoing Undersheriff 
Melekian, who has started 
his new job as the assistant 
county executive officer 
over public safety.

The five sheriff’s dep-
uties promoted Monday 
were chosen after chal-
lenging and competitive 
testing processes, accord-
ing to a Sheriff’s Office 
spokeswoman. 

Craig Bonner, a 25-year 
veteran of the Sheriff’s Of-
fice, was promoted to chief 
deputy of law enforcement 
operations.

Bonner’s assignments 
have included working in 
the Sheriff’s Office of pro-
fessional standards and in 
the special investigations 
bureau, as well as man-
aging the Coroner’s Bu-
reau. Bonner also has led 
the North County Oper-
ations Division and most 
recently was the com-
mander of the Operations 
Support Division. 

Kevin Huddle, who’s 
been with the Sheriff’s 
Office for 20 years, was 
promoted to commander 
of South County Opera-
tions. While working as a 
detective in major crimes, 
he oversaw a number of 
high profile murder in-
vestigations and most re-
cently served as the sher-
iff’s adjutant. 

Anyone interested in a 
career with the Sheriff’s 
Office should visit www.
sbsheriff.org and click on 
join Us to find out more 
about job opportunities. 
The agency currently has 
opening for dispatchers, 
deputy sheriffs and cus-
tody deputies.

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY

New undersheriff sworn 
in during Sheriff’s Office 
promotional ceremony

SANTA BARBARA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE 

sheriff bill brown shakes new Undersheriff sol Linver’s 
hand during a promotional ceremony monday held at the 
earl Warren showgrounds in santa barbara.
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