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t Marching On...
Calistogans join in second 
Women’s March in Napa   

BelOw

u On the agenda
City Council to discuss water 
rates, Lincoln Avenue parking

2
t ShOOting fOr firSt

CHS girls basketball team plays 
tonight for top NCL-III spot  

                 12

Blakeley Const.
petition qualifies 
for June ballot

Golf course may 
reopen in March

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor 

Progression on an agreement 
between the City of Calistoga and the 
county of Napa to jointly manage the 
Napa County Fairgrounds have 
slowed but “remain ongoing,” accord-
ing to a statement released 
Wednesday.

The Napa County Board of 
Supervisors had tentatively planned to 
discuss the matter publicly on Jan. 30 
but that hearing will not take place, 
said the statement, issued by the Board 
of Supervisors office.

“Various issues, including the 
recent fires, have impacted the discus-
sion as the county expects to receive 
less general revenue because of a 
decline in property, sales and transient 
occupancy taxes while experiencing 
increased expenses for the fire recov-
ery efforts,” the news release said.

A subcommittee of two Calistoga 
City Council members and two coun-
ty supervisors, along with staff and 
legal experts, has been meeting for 
more than a year to negotiate and cre-
ate a new Joint Powers Authority to 
take over management of the 65-acre 

fairgrounds property and its various 
enterprises.

Under the JPA, a new board of 
directors comprised of Calistoga and 
county officials as well as county 
residents, would oversee the fair-
ground budget and operations, includ-
ing the county fair, the race track, the 
RV Park, the golf course and facility 
rentals.

The Napa County Fairgrounds 
property is owned by the county but 

Fairgrounds JPA talks stall

■ CEO reports damage to trees from 
October windstorm that sparked fires

Vermeil clinic staying
with Adventist Health
By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor

A plan to transfer Calistoga’s Vermeil House medical 
office to the Ole Health network has fallen through, 
according to Adventist Health St. Helena, which owns the 
Washington Street clinic.

Instead, the St. Helena Medical Specialties clinic, as it 
is officially known, will be remodeled to accommodate an 
outpatient breast-health imaging center and two part-time 
specialists.

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor

Calistoga’s Blakeley Construction, fined by the 
county for unpermitted buildings and told it must 
relocate from its long-time location in Franz Valley, 
has qualified an initiative for the June 5 ballot that, 
if OK’d by voters would allow it to remain where it 
is.

Two other petitions also received enough valid 
voter signatures to be on the June ballot – one a 
measure to ban heliports within the county; another 
aimed at protecting its watershed and oak wood-
lands.

“This was the hump we needed to get over,” an 
ecstatic Kelly Blakeley told the Tribune this week. 
“We’re going to move forward with positive energy 
and get it done.”

By Granville Fox
Tribune Reporter 

The Mount St. Helena Golf Course remains 
closed, having sustained some $50,000 worth of 
estimated tree damage during the October wind-
storm that ignited the Tubbs Fire, Fair Association 
CEO Carlene Moore revealed this month.

Moore on Jan. 11 presented the Fair Association’s 
2018 budget – without any funding for the golf 
course – for approval but board members chose to 
put off a decision until a plan for the course is in 
play.

“We are trying to come up with a plan for the 
next six months that will be productive and allow 
people to get out there without it being too expen-
sive,” board member Gary Heitz told the Tribune 
this week.

That plan includes putting together a communi-
ty-based focus group to help get the course up and 

See CLINIC on page 3
See JPA on page 7

Marching for humanity
Among the Calistogans marching in Napa last Saturday 
were, front left to right, Carrie Domogalla, Stephanie Duff-
Ericksen, Viri Agapoff and Tyler Agapoff, and in back, left 
to right, Karan Schlegel,  Trudy Bouligny,  Jeanne Baswell,  

Irais Lopez-Ortega, Karen Slusser, Nancy Abernathy and 
Estela Ortega. With the group but not in the photo are Aber-
nathy’s daughter, Jan Dimmick Putney, and grandaughter, 
Kylie Dimmick Putney. Organizers said the Napa march had 
grown from 3,000 marchers last year to 6,000 this year.

Calistoga resident and Tribune photographer Clark James Mishler captured this im-
age of the San Francisco crowd, which organizers estimated to be between 50,000 and 
60,000. 

Calistoga City Councilwoman 
Irais Lopez-Ortega, right, and 
Jeanne Baswell in Napa. 

Photo by Kim beltran
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See COURSE on page 6

See BALLOT on page 7
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Calistoga News

Pre-SuPer Bowl 
ShenaniganS

You’re 
invited

Place: Summers Winery, 1171 Tubbs Lane, Calistoga
Date: Saturday, February 3, 2018

Time: 1:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Small Bites, Great Wines, Super Bowl Contest, 

Photo Booth and more!
Call for details and reservations: 707.942. 5508 or 

email info@summerswinery.com

942-5605 • www.busterssouthernbbq.com • 1207 Foothill at lincoln
sunday thru thursday 10a.m. to 7p.m. • Friday/Saturday 10a.m. to 7:30p.m. 

   Rob Watson & Friends
featuring

Vernon Black

Join us for a free concert of

SUNDAY JAZZ 
& BLUES

on the Garden Patio
(weather permitting)

Sunday, Jan. 28, 2-5 pmOPEN DAILY 10 AM to 8 PM Weekends 8 AM to 8 PM
CLOSED WEDNESDAYS

Hwy 128 & Petrified forest rd

Phone: 942-5646 • Fax: 942-8796

Value Meals include choice of 
burger, cheeseburger, chicken burg-
er, codburger, chicken strips or hot 
dog and come with an order of fries 
and medium drink.*

Call ahead for Take Out! Ask About our Daily Specials!

*Now using rice bran oil. No trans fats. No hydrogenated fats.

Home Plate Cafe
Buy 1 Value Meal, 
Get 1 Half Price!

Value Meal prices vary. 1/2 off price on lesser value of meals.

Present coupon when ordering. One coupon per visit.

   For Sales &   
   Service Call

  942-6754

711 Washington Street • Calistoga
Lic. No. 398901 • FAX 942-0763

ConstruCtion • repairs • remodeling

SEWER SERVICE  
WATER HEATERS

GARBAGE DISPOSALS

Serving the Napa Valley Since 1963

Shaw PlumbingShaw Plumbing
Commercial &

Residential
Commercial &

Residential

A Community Partnership Ad sponsored in part by 
Calistoga Spa Hot Springs

SHARPSTEEN MUSEUM 
1311 Washington Street, Calistoga

Hours: 11am - 4 pm daily
707-942-5911

www.sharpsteemuseum.org

Appraisal Roadshow 
Coming to the Museum

Ever wonder what that old vase Grand-
ma gave you is worth? On April 14th, 
the Sharpsteen is hosting our very own 
“Antiques Roadshow” with auction 
house appraisers. More information 
on this event will be forthcoming. In 
the meantime, save this date on your 

calendar!

707-942-5275
1330 Gerard Street, Calistoga, CA 94515
(Behind the Firehouse, off Washington Street)

NapaValleyFitness.com

• Free Group Exercise Classes – 
Yoga – TRX Suspension Training – 
High Intensity Circuit Training... 

and More!!
• Personal Trainers

• Top of the line Cardio and 
Strength Training Equipment!

OPEN 24 hours a day,
7 days a week!

All for about $2.00 per day
Bring in this ad and save $10 off 

your initiation fee

JPA
Continued from page 1 

has always been managed under 
contract by the Napa County Fair 
Association Board of Directors and 
a fair manager or CEO hired by the 
board.

Struggling financially in recent 
years to maintain the facility, and 
under pressure from the community 
to improve the fairgrounds’ viabil-
ity, fair board members in late 2016 
asked the city and the county to 
consider forming a JPA in order to 
help with the upkeep and future use 
of the facilities.

Supervisors were set to review 
the JPA in public last October but 
the meeting was postponed when 
several large wildfires broke out in 
and around Napa County. The fall-
out and recovery from the fires has 
demanded the county’s full atten-
tion since then, officials have said.

Calistoga mayor Chris Canning 
said Wednesday that the county is 
not “balking” on the formation of a 
JPA but rather are addressing “some 
potential modifications” to the 
arrangement they have been work-
ing to develop over the past 14 
months.

“The city remains engaged with 
the county in developing a plan for 
future operation of the Fairgrounds,” 
Canning stated in the county’s press 
release. “The opportunity to have 
an active role in the management of 
this property within the heart of our 
community is critical to the future 
of Calistoga.”

As discussions continue to prog-
ress, all options are being explored 
and additional time is needed, the 
release stated, noting that there is 
currently no scheduled date for a 
county hearing on the matter.

At a community forum last 
September, Canning and city man-
ager Dylan Feik explained how the 
JPA, or Napa-Calistoga Agency, as 
it will be known, would work. At 
that time, officials said the JPA or 
NCA would be made up of a seven-
member board, with four members 
to be appointed by the board of 
supervisors and three by the 
Calistoga City Council. A mini-
mum of one supervisor and one 
councilmember must serve on the 
panel but no more than two of 
each.

During a one-year trial period, 
the city of Calistoga would handle 
management and administrative 
duties for the fairgrounds for the 
JPA. Feik, who has been a part of 

the JPA development meetings, 
said at the time that bookkeeping 
and basic maintenance duties can 
be handled by his staff without 
much of a burden as the JPA is 
rolled out.

Canning pointed out that the 
new agency, as a standalone entity, 
would have the ability to incur both 
short-term and long-term debt in 
order to finance operations.

But, ideally, operation of some 
of the enterprises at the fairgrounds, 
such as the speedway, the golf 
course and the RV park, could be 
contracted out to private parties 
willing to invest in the enterprises 
for the long term.

The county’s current contract 
with the Fair Association, a non-
profit organization, expires at the 
end of this year and would not be 
renewed if the JPA is approved, 
officials have said. The association 
would then decide on its own 
whether it wanted to continue oper-
ating, perhaps as a fundraising arm 
for the fairgrounds. The board 
would no longer be responsible for 
operations or have any say in man-
agement of the property or its enter-
prises.

Adoption by both the Calistoga 
City Council and the Board of 
Supervisors would create the JPA.

BALLOT
Continued from page 1 

Kelly and her husband, Dick 
Blakeley, launched their petition 
drive last fall after Napa County or-
dered the business to fi nd a new lo-
cation despite operating at the same 
site for nearly 50 years.

Neighbor complaints about 
noise, dust and the activities tak-
ing place on the property led to the 
county taking code enforcement 
action against Blakeley Construc-

tion in 2014. Under terms of a deal 
reached in December 2015, the 
Blakeleys agreed to remove several 
illegal structures on the  property, 
pay an $85,000 fi ne and relocate 
their business within 30 months.

After a lengthy search but fi nd-
ing no suitable property in the area, 
the Blakeleys decided to launch a 
petition drive and put the issue to 
the voters.

County registrar of voters John 
Tuteur confi rmed Wednesday that 
the Blakeley petition, as well as 
George Caloyannidis’ heliport 

measure and the Watershed/Oak 
Woodlands measure, had all earned 
enough signatures to qualify for the 
June ballot.

The Napa County Board of Su-
pervisors will receive the petition 
certifi cations on Jan. 30 and then 
decide whether to adopt the initia-
tives outright, put them on the bal-
lot or order an Election Code 9111 
report, said Napa County Registrar 
of Voters John Tuteur. If they or-
der one or more reports, it will be 
brought back to them for the fi rst 
two choices on Feb. 27, he said.

Weddings & Engagements

Fechter-Elu 

On Oct. 7, 2017, on a beauti-
ful fall day, Tyson Fechter mar-
ried Cristina Elu at the Town 
Hall in Tomales.

The best man was Raymond 
Fechter, brother of the groom. 
Maid of honor was Camilla 
Kazarian, the bride’s best friend 
since college.

Approximately 150 family 
and friends enjoyed a delicious 
sit down dinner and danced the 
night away to live country 
music.

Fechter is a 1996 graduate of 
Calistoga High School. He 
worked at Sutter Home Winery 
for 10 years but is currently 
employed with Garton Tractors 
in Santa Rosa.

Cristina is a 1998 graduate of 
San Marin High School in 
Novato. She is currently 

employed at Autodesk in San 
Rafael as a finance business part-
ner.

The couple honeymooned in 
Maui, and currently resides in 
Rohnert Park.

Sherrill-Gardner
Carl Sherrill and Nancy 

Gardner were married at the 
Depot Hotel in Sonoma on Oct. 
24, 2017. The wedding was orig-
inally scheduled for Oct. 11 but 
was postponed due to the wild-
fires burning in the region at the 
time.

Sherrill is a former long-time 
resident of Calistoga and long-
time elementary school math 
teacher.

The wedding took place, 
according to the couple, “on a 
lovely Indian summer evening,” 
attended by a small group of 
friends from Sonoma, Calistoga 
and beyond. The couple’s pro-
cessional and theme song was 
the Beatles’ “In My Life.”

“…I think of love as some-
thing new. Though I know I’ll 
never lose affection, for people 

and things that went before, I 
know I’ll often stop and think 
about them, in my life I love you 
more.

The couple honeymooned at a 
coastal B&B near Mendocino.

Tyson and Cristina Fechter

Carl and Nancy Gardner

See ENGAGEMENTS Page 11
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