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q Youth of the Year 
Calistoga teens earn accolades 
from local Boys & Girls Clubs   

Below

t top SafetY officerS
Calistoga PD names top cop, 
dispatcher for the year 2017 
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u Spring iS for SportS

Baseball, softball players hitting
the fields to prep for season   

                 12

Council to
adopt water
rate hikes

Fair board in limbo without JPA 

By Granville Fox
Tribune Reporter 

Calistoga High School fresh-
man Lucas Marquez is still on 
Cloud 9 after being named 2018 
Youth of the Year for the Boys & 
Girls Clubs of St. Helena and 
Calistoga.

Marquez was among four 
youths honored recently by the 
organization, which also named 
10-year-old David Blancas as its 
Calistoga Unit Youth of the Year.

“It’s shocking. Even today it 
still feels like a dream that hap-
pened,” said the 15-year-old, who 
spends his after-school hours at 
the club’s Teen Center on Grant 
Street. “I really wanted to win but 
I didn’t want to think too much of 

myself. The other three kids were 
really good; their speeches were 
really good but, I don’t know, it 
was really nice to win.” 

In a letter of recommendation, 
CHS art and drama teacher Tyrone 
Sorrentino praised Marquez for 
his ability to stand up for what he 
believes in; for being a model of 
kindness and positivity, for help-
ing those who are struggling, and 
for accepting others as they are.

Some of Marquez’ ability to 
empathize with others stems from 
his journey as a transgender teen, 
an adjustment that he said has 
taken time but one that his peers 
and family members support.

“I’m really grateful to have it 

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor 

The  Fair Association Board of 
Directors last week said it will con-
tinue business as usual through the end 
of the year but will enter “shut down 
mode” starting July 1 if Napa County  
doesn’t renew its contract or adopt a 
new management plan by then.

During a special meeting in Napa 
last week that lasted seven hours, 
board members tried to find consensus 

on how the non-profit group, con-
tracted by the county through the end 
of the year to run the fairgrounds, 
should move forward.

After the first 2.5 hours of discus-
sion, board members were leaning 
toward putting the county on notice 
via written letter that by mid year, they 
would begin planning for their exit as 
overseers of the 70-acre fairgrounds 

See FAIRGROUNDS on page 3

Calistoga teen named Boys & Girls Club ‘Youth of Year’

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor

Water and sewer rate increases 
recommended in November by a 
city subcommittee are set to be 
adopted later this month.

The City Council on Tuesday 
directed staff to return Feb. 20 with 
an ordinance that calls for water 
rate increases of more than 60 per-
cent and sewer fee hikes of more 
than 55 percent over the next five 
years. The rates, which will increase 
incrementally each year, will jump 
by 15 percent for both sewer and 
water beginning this year.

The rate increases are needed, 
according to the city, to cover the 

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor

Construction on 24 curb handi-
cap ramps along Lincoln Avenue 
and Foothill Boulevard is gearing 
up to begin in May or June, 
California Department of 
Transportation officials told the 
City Council Tuesday.

The project is expected to be 
complete by year’s end, Caltrans 
project manager Ahmad Rahimi 
told the council.

Caltrans is in charge of the proj-
ect and footing the bill because the 
two roads are state highways.

The ramps must be updated to 
meet settlement terms of a 2006 
lawsuit filed against Caltrans by 

Street ramps
set for ADA 
makeovers

See YOUTH page 6

Review identifies lapses 
in district office efficiency

See DISTRICT on page 7
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Storytime crossing

Kids and teachers from Hearts & Hands Preschool cross Lincoln Avenue Tuesday morning on their way to Family Storytime at the 
Calistoga Library. Children and families are invited to attend the program, which features stories, poetry and music, every Tuesday at 
10:30 a.m. through May 1 at the library, 1108 Myrtle St.

■ Members continuing operations but say with no contract or 
direction from county they will enter ‘shutdown mode’ July 1

Photo by kim beltran

Members of the NC Fair Association 
board, including (l-to-r) Bob Fid-
daman, Dana Cole, CEO Carlene 
Moore and Bob Beck, met in Napa 
last week with a consultant to dis-
cuss future of  fairgrounds.  

Photo Courtesy boys & Girls Club

Four members of the Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Helena and Calistoga 
were recognized Jan. 25 as Youths of the Year for their club units. Cali-
stoga’s Lucas Marquez, fifth from the left front and center, was named 
Youth of the Year for the entire organization. Calistoga’s David Blan-
cas, second from the right, was Youth of the Year for the Calistoga Unit. 

See WATER on page 7

See RAMPS on page 6

By Granville Fox
Tribune Reporter 

An outside review of the organization and efficiency 
of two Calistoga Joint Unified School District depart-
ments found that while the District functioned well in its 
day-to-day operations there were areas where they fell 
short, including effective communication with school 
site personnel.

Customer service protocol and establishing or updat-
ing district policies – including one for employee safety 
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Who We Are  #87
Photographs by Clark James Mishler
Photographer Clark James Mishler has produced at least one portrait every day 
since January of 2010. The Tribune will each week share one of his images as 
he continues the project, documenting the men, women and children of Calis-
toga. Follow Mr. Mishler’s blog at: clarkjamesmishler.com

Chamber members told of concerns, 
bright spots, about business’s future

Angelina Martinez and Daniel Montanez sit on a bench on 
Fair Way in Calistoga recently discussing their futures.

FAIRGROUNDS
Continued from page 1

and its various enterprises: golf 
course, RV park, speedway, facili-
ties rentals and events.

“I don’t think the county has 
any idea what they’re walking into 
here,” said board member Bob 
Fiddaman. “I think somehow we 
need to impress upon them the 
urgency of the situation.”

But by meeting’s end, said fair-
grounds CEO Carlene Moore, the 
board decided to simply “reach 
out” to the county again to express 
its concerns and let officials there 
know time is of the essence.

Moore said Wednesday that 
Fiddaman did make a call to the 
county CEO’s office but was given 
no new information. The county 

official “counseled patience,” 
Moore said.

Napa County officials and 
Calistoga city officials have been 
meeting since early 2017 to devel-
op a new Joint Powers Authority 
under which the county and city 
would oversee management of the 
facility. As of late last year, that 
plan included a new seven-member 
board and first-year administration 
duties by the city of Calistoga.

Napa County owns the fair-
grounds property and has for 
decades delegated management 
authority to the fair association 
with a contract that is renewed 
every five years. The current con-
tract ends Dec. 31 of this year.

JPA talks seemed to be nearing 
a resolution last fall but the October 
wildfires forced the county to delay 

public hearings on the plan.
Late last month, the county 

Board of Supervisors released a 
written statement saying that while 
progress has slowed, officials con-
tinue working on the JPA.

“Various issues, including the 
recent fires, have impacted the 
discussion as the county expects to 
receive less general revenue 
because of a decline in property, 
sales and transient occupancy taxes 
while experiencing increased 
expenses for the fire recovery 
efforts,” the news release said.

Moore said the Fair Association 
board is moving ahead with plans 
and events already scheduled for 
2018, including the Engage Art 
Faire in April, a Mexican Fiesta 
and Rodeo and AMA motorcycle 
race, both in May, and reopening 

Welcome Home to... 
Silverado Orchards 
Retirement Community 

We 
 
 

Our Residents 

Affordable, All-Inclusive Monthly Rent 
No Lease, Buy-ins or Add-ons  

●  Three Nutritious Meals Every Day  ●  Delicious, Fresh Salad Bar 
●  Activities & Excursions  ●  Housekeeping  ●  Transportation 

●  Beauty Salon  ●  Health & Wellness Program  ●  Guest Rooms 
●  And Much More... 

Family Owned Since 1978 

(707) 963-3688 
601 Pope Street, St. Helena, CA 94574 
www.SilveradoOrchards.com 

Bale Grist Mill
State HiStoric Park

     Re-discover the Old 
Napa Valley – explore 
the past at this historic 
granary built in 1846.
     Watch the 36-foot 
wooden wheel turn the 
stone wheels during mill-
ing demonstrations on 
the weekends. Open 10 
a.m. - 5 p.m. Sat & Sun.

3369 Hwy 20, 3 mi so of Calistoga • 942-457529

Furni ture Maker

Woodsmith 

Metalsmith

Restorer 

Designer

Craftsman

www.seifertdesign.us
calistoga

M I C H A E L  S E I F E R T
w o o d  &  m e t a l  d e s i g n

Metal & wood pieces made by someone 
who’s passionate about craftsmanship

   For Sales &   
   Service Call

  942-6754

711 Washington Street • Calistoga
Lic. No. 398901 • FAX 942-0763

ConstruCtion • repairs • remodeling

SEWER SERVICE  

WATER HEATERS

GARBAGE DISPOSALS

Serving the Napa Valley Since 1963
Shaw PlumbingShaw Plumbing

Commercial &
Residential

Commercial &
Residential

Phone 800.743.0361  707.942.0261  
Fax 707.942.1245

Mail P.O. Box 34 Calistoga CA 94515

Pruning • Cabling • Bracing
Tree Surgery • Consultation 

ISA Certified Arborists on Staff 

Providing Comprehensive Tree Care
Since 1983

Pacific Tree care

1504 Myrtle Street,
Calistoga, CA 94515

www.stlukescalistoga.org

707-942-6007

A place of Welcome, 
Service and 

Spiritual Growth.

St. Luke’s 
Episcopal Church

SUNDAY SERVICE 
10:00AM 

WITH HOLY COMMUNION

AND CHILDREN’S PROGRAM

Visit us on Facebook 

Stuffed 
To The Rafters?

COME TO

CALISTOGA SELF STORAGE
504 Washington Street

942-6524
OPEN 7 Days a Week

STORAGE UNITS, BOXES & MOVING SUPPLIES

RV & BOAT STORAGE ALSO AVAILABLE

Kathy Brown, Manager

By Pat Hampton
Tribune Publisher 

Income to the 324-member 
chamber of commerce has steadily 
risen over the past seven years, 
reaching a high of $780,000 last 
year while expense were kept just 
below $700,000 reported the busi-
ness group’s treasurer at the Jan. 30 
membership meeting. 

Leonard LaBranche also said, 
“We do better each year increasing 
revenues and fulfilling our mission” 
since 2011 when the group was in 
the red by $50,000.  

Fifty percent of revenues come 
from an annual city contract for 
$450,000 for destination market-
ing and operating a visitor’s center, 
15 percent from dues, 30 percent 
from events and sponsorships, and 
five from online advertising sales, 
LaBranche said. Cash reserves 
are about five months of expenses 
which is a little higher than usual 
because of the October fires which 
saw a severe drop in visitor num-
bers during the peak of the tour-
ist season. Marketing expenses 
dropped when tourism was cut 
about 50 percent during October 
city records show.

“Expect to see sort of a blitz in 

advertising this spring, getting our 
guests back into town,” he said. 
“All in all, we continue to grow and 
do better every year.”

Executive director Chris Can-
ning thanked the membership for 
paying their dues each year, not-
ing that most chambers across the 
country sport a retention rate in the 
low 80’s, while Calistoga averages 
92 percent. “It’s no surprise that the 
majority of our members are in the 
visitor serving industry,” he said. 
“In reality that’s what drives our 
economic engine.”

Before going further into finan-
cial projections, Canning took a mo-
ment to remind the audience about 
the differences between Transient 
Occupancy Tax (TOT) and  Tour-
ism Improvement District (TID).   

TOT is a 12 percent bed tax paid 
by overnight visitors that goes di-
rectly to the City of Calistoga for 
general fund expenses and aver-
ages about $6 million a year, or 56 
percent of the city’s income, and is 
partially used to pay for the market-
ing agreement, but not the chamber 
itself. “Without the city contract, the 
chamber would continue to exist,” 
Canning said. “But there would be 
no Visitor’s Center or destination 
marketing programs.” The Tourism 

Improvement District fee of an-
other two percent is a self-imposed 
assessment by the lodging industry 
established almost eight years ago 
that generates about $245,000 a 
year for programs that enhance the 
visitor experience.  The rest, about 
$450,000, goes downvalley to Visit 
Napa Valley to fund a countywide 
effort to promote the wine country.

“Let’s be very clear about this,” 
Canning said, “We are not a com-
munity service organization, hands 
down, full stop. We are a business 
organization whose soul purpose 
is to improve the business environ-
ment in the city of Calistoga. For-
get who said it, but trickle down 
economics does work.”

Events the chamber will again 
offer during 2018 include the Har-
vest Table, Concerts in the Park, 
Lighted Tractor Parade, Holiday 
Village & Christmas Faire, Calis-
toga Wines Passport and Calistoga 
Community Awards.

At the Welcome Center, domes-
tic visitors came from all 50 states 
with California, Texas, Florida, Illi-
nois, Oregon and Washington lead-
ing the way. Internationally, Austra-
lia, Canada, France, Germany, and 
United Kingdom were top spots.

the Mt. St. Helena Golf Course by 
April 1.

The course, which has suffered 
from weather exrtremes and lack 
of maintenance, was closed in 
October due to severe tree damage 
caused by the windstorm that 
fueled several massive wildfires in 
Napa and Sonoma counties.

At the Napa meeting last week, 
Moore reported that the company 
hired to clean up the property, 
Pacific Tree Care, reported dam-
ages totaling $100,000. Insurance 
will cover the cost, she said.

The one-day Fourth of July fair 

will not be held this year but the 
parade and fireworks show will 
take place.

Moore and fair board members 
repeatedly said during last week’s 
meeting that they would continue 
working to keep the fairgrounds 
viable and, as of now, are “work-
ing on 2018 and beyond.”

“We’re all allies,” Moore said 
of the Fair Association, Napa 
County and the City of Calistoga. 
“We’re all in this together. The 
consensus is this is urgent; this is 
critical so let’s work together and 
get this resolved.”
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