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Pot plant increase OK’d by planners

■ Monday crash sends 
two to hospital; no injuries 
to driver in Wednesday
accident on Foothill Blvd.

Fair board 
reinventing 
itself as end 
of era nears

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor
 

Calistoga’s fifth annual 
Harvest Table went off without a 
hitch on Sunday, although there 
was a moment when organizers 
briefly considered cancelling it 
due to another Napa County 
fire.

 The Napa County Fairgrounds 
was opened Sunday afternoon as 
an evacuation shelter for resi-

dents impacted by a wilfire that 
broke out Saturday in northeast-
ern Napa County near the 
Berryessa Estates Community.

But only one person took 
shelter in Calistoga from the 
Snell Fire, and the evacuation 
center was closed later Sunday 
evening.

Above: Calistoga police Sgt. 
Tim Martin and a Califor-
nia Highway Patrol officer 
confer on a report about a 
head-on collision on Lake 
County Highway that sent 
two people to the hospital 
Monday afternoon.

Left: Martin writes a report 
for a single-car accident 
Wednesday morning after 
a driver crashed into a tree 
on Foothill Boulevard. The 
truck driver was uninjured.

City orders 
Buster’s BBQ 
closed over 
code abuses
By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor
 

The city on Tuesday ordered  
Buster’s Barbecue closed because 
its owner Charles “Buster” Davis 
built a large arbor and enclosed 
structure behind his restaurant that 
was not approved.

The business is also being 
assessed daily fines until the struc-
ture is brought into compliance 
with the originally approved 
design.

Davis had previously applied 
for and received a building permit 
from City Hall to construct a 
12-foot high arbor with a mesh 
covering to provide shade over a 
patio area where musicians per-
form every Sunday afternoon.

Last Friday, however, it came 
to the city’s attention that Davis 
had installed an approximately 
28-foot-tall steel structure with 
cinderblock walls and a corrugated 
metal roof.

Because the foundation and 
footings of the structure had been 
engineered for a 12-foot-tall mesh-
covered structure, city officials 
were concerned about its stability, 
they said, and in the interest of 
public safety, ordered the steel 
roof removed and the other con-

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor
 

The Napa County Fair 
Association Board of Directors on 
Tuesday voted to adopt new 
bylaws and articles of incorpora-
tion that mirror the group’s new 
mission as strictly a fund-raising 
entity that hosts the fourth of July 
parade and fair every year.

Board members also recom-
mended approval of the changes 
by association members, who will 
be receiving the newly rewritten  
documents in the mail starting this 
week, according to CEO Carlene 
Moore.

 The changes come as the Fair 
Association’s contract with Napa 
County to manage the fairgrounds 
property and its enterprises is set 
to expire Dec. 31.

The county, which owns the 
land and the buildings, plans to 
take over management of the oper-
ation Jan. 1, 2019, unless negotia-

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter
 

Residents living in certain areas 
should be able to grow outdoors up 
to four marijuana plants – rather 
than two – the Calistoga Planning 
Commission said Wednesday 
night.

After a public hearing in which 
no one objected or spoke in favor 
of the change, the commission 
voted to send its recommendation 

to the City Council, which had 
requested consideration of the 
change and has the final say.

“I don’t think that we’re doing 
anything less than apparently the 
state of California has done,” vice 
chair Tim Wilkes said. “I guess 
we’ll split the difference.”

Calistoga Planning and Building 
director Lynn Goldberg reported 

See TABLE on page 8

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter 

Two people were transported to 
a nearby hospital with moderate 
injuries after two vehicles collided 
head-on Monday afternoon just out-
side Calistoga city limits, closing 
Highway 29/Lake County Highway 
between Greenwood Avenue and 
Palisades Road for an hour.

On Wednesday morning, Foot-
hill Boulevard near Petrified For-
est Road was closed for about 30 
minutes following a single-vehicle 
accident in which the driver walked 
away unhurt.

The Monday accident occurred 
at approximately 3 p.m. when a 
black Volkswagen and a silver 
Honda Accord collided head-on on 
Highway 29/Lake County Highway. 
The highway was closed in that area 

See ACCIDENTS on page  8

■ County meeting Tuesday 
in closed session as part 
of ongoing negotiations 
over sale of fairgrounds

See FAIR on page 9

Photos by Clark James mishler

Above, wait staff from Sam’s Club carry plates to Harvest Table diners on Sunday in Calistoga. 
Below, Yvonne and Alan Gilchrist share a kiss as they enjoy their second Harvest Table event.

See BUSTER’S on page 9

Separate accidents snarl traffic, cause injuries

See COMMISSION on page 8

Photo by Claudia aCeves

Harvest Table a bounty for all involved

Tribune clarifies doctor’s 
history with medical clinic
By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor

In an article in last week’s 
Tribune regarding changes at 
the Adventist Health Clinic (aka 
the Vermeil Clinic) in Calistoga, 
Dr. Jeanette Williams’ history 
with the clinic was inaccurately 
summarized as her leaving and 
Adventist Health then having to 

bring in a new doctor.
In fact, Williams, the clinic’s 

previous primary physician for 
eight years, was notified last Oc-
tober by Adventist Health that it 
was closing the Calistoga office 
and creating an arrangement 
that would allow its next-door 

See DOCTOR on page 9

Photo Courtesy of Calistoga fire



CALISTOGA TRIBUNE                    Friday, Sept. 14, 2018                       PAGE 9 

Calistoga News

BUSTER'S
Continued from page 1 

struction work stopped on Friday. 
After inspecting the site on 

Monday and speaking with Davis 
and his engineer and contractor, 
city manager Dylan Feik said the 
city, concerned about the integrity 
of the structure and safety of the 
public, decided that the business 
needed to be closed until the walls 
are removed and the steel posts 
reduced to 12 feet. 

"This new and illegal construc-
tion represents an immediate dan-
ger to the public health and safety 
of not only persons on the site but 
also those persons in the vicinity," 
Planning and Building director 
Lynn Goldberg wrote in a letter 
delivered to Davis on Tuesday. 
"The footings and support posts 
were designed for a specific weight 
load at a specific height, and when 
conducting plan review, your con-
struction permit request was spe-
cifically for an unenclosed, 12-foot 
tall structure with a mesh rooftop 
cover."

The letter instructs Davis to 
"immediately cease all commer-
cial operations of your business 
until the arbor has been removed 
to prevent injury to employees and 
customers; and...immediately 
remove the roof portion of the 
illegal structure within 24 hours of 
receipt of this order, and...immedi-
ately demolish and remove the 
remaining arbor structure by Sept. 
14, 2018."

Because the violations "create 
an immediate danger to the public 

health and safety," fines are being 
assessed starting Monday at $100 
for day one, $200 for day two and 
$500 for day three and each day 
thereafter until the structure is 
brought into compliance, the letter 
said.

For his part, Davis admits that 
he built the structure higher than 
what his permit called for, and 
added walls in order to help better 
contain the sound from his live 
Sunday afternoon jazz and blues 
concerts, for which he does have a 
permit.

On Tuesday, he told the Tribune 
that he got his contractor to remove 
the metal corrugated roofing on 
Friday as soon as the project was 
red-tagged by the city.

However, he said his contractor 
would write a letter on his behalf 
stating that the steel structure is 
safe, and that he would fight the 
city over having to tear it down.

"This wasn't on [the city's] 
plans; neither was it on mine but 
here it is," said Davis, arguing that 
rather than work with him on a 
different solution the city is being 
"vindictive" toward him. He even 
went so far as to suggest that the 
city's treatment of him is because 
of the color of his skin. Davis is 
African-American.

"They need to be very careful 
as to how they address me with 
this issue. We are going to protest 
this to the Nth degree," he said, 
adding, "You want that to be safe. 
So do I. I've got 12 employees out 
of work. I have to engage an attor-
ney, and I'm losing money every 
day that this goes on." 

PHOTO BY KIM BELTRAN

A work truck sits in front of the structure being erected behind Bust-
er's Barbecue, 1207 Foothill Boulevard, by owner Charles "Buster" 
Davis. The city issued Davis a building permit based on plans for 
a 12-foot high, open arbor with a mesh screen covering to provide 
shade for musicians who play there on Sunday afternoons.

DOCTOR
Continued from page 1 

neighbor, the publicly-funded, 
non-profi t Clinic Ole, to take over 
use of the building.

Concerned that her patients 
were being left with no local 
healthcare options, Williams 
worked quickly to open her own 
practice in Calistoga, using an 
upcoming model known as direct 
primary care. Under this model, 
Williams’ patients pay her directly 

one annual fee that covers preven-
tative and primary care services – 
all doctor visits, consultations and 
diagnoses as needed. There are no 
co-pays, deductibles or other fees 
for her services. 

Insurance is still recommended 
to cover all outside services, if 
needed, including hospitalization, 
emergency room visits, specialist 
visits, imaging, lab work and pre-
scriptions.

At about the same time that 
Williams was opening her new 
practice at 807A Washington St. 

last spring, Adventist Health an-
nounced that its plans with Ole 
Health had fallen through. 

The Calistoga clinic remained 
closed until June, when Adventist 
Health announced that Hidden 
Valley physician Dr. Corey War-
ner would hold offi ce hours there 
on Fridays. A receptionist was re-
cently hired to work in the Adven-
tist Health Clinic, located at 913 
Washington St., fi ve days a week 
to answer phones, book appoint-
ments and facilitate communica-
tion between doctor and patient.

FAIR
Continued from page 1 

tions to sell the fairgrounds to the 
city of Calistoga prove fruitful. 
The two entities have been trying 
to agree on a price for the 55-plus 
acre property but have yet to reach 
a deal.

The Napa County Board of 
Supervisors is meeting in closed 
session for at least the third time 
this Tuesday to discuss the poten-
tial sale.

In the meantime, supervisors in 
May put the fair board and Moore 
on notice that, pending a sale of 
the property, it would be taking 
over management of the fair-
grounds. The county tasked the 
fair board with negotiating 2019 
vendor contracts that it will ulti-
mately review for approval.

Because its contract to run the 
fairgrounds is not being renewed, 
the non-profit fair board has decid-
ed to revamp itself into a fund-
raising group with an executive 
director and an as yet undeter-
mined number of board members 
who would be responsible for put-
ting on the annual July 4 parade 
and fair.

Unlike the current Fair 
Association, which has a broad 
community membership, the new 
organization will be less formal 
with no membership but rather a 
smaller board and volunteers.

Based on the conversation at 
Tuesday night’s meeting, however, 
it appears that none of the current 
board members – Bob Fiddaman, 
Bob Beck, Karan Schlegel, Gary 
Heitz, Dana Cole and Ricky 
Hurtado – plan to continue serving 
after the first of the year.

The association membership, 
which elects new board members 
each November, will have one 
more opportunity to name a new 
panel, although the last two years 
no one from the general member-
ship has filed paperwork to run.

If no one opts to run for the 
board, current board members may 
seek applications and appoint 
those who wish to serve.

It is unclear, however, what the 
new association’s exact role and 
relationship with the county will 
be. 

Although the board has been 
attempting to work with the coun-
ty on a “transition plan” prior to 
the end of the year, county offi-
cials have been mum about any 

plans they have.
Moore asked the board to name 

one of its members to work with 
her on hammering out issues relat-
ed to the transfer of power, includ-
ing personnel issues and determin-
ing which assets belong to the 
association and which would 
belong to the county.

Bob Fiddaman, who is leaving 
the board at the end of the year, 
was nominated and agreed to take 
on the job, but he said it probably 
isn't going to be smooth.

"I think it's going to be a fight," 
Fiddaman said, adding, "I antici-
pate that come December, deci-
sions are going to have to be made 
that are not going to fit into a 
'board format.'

"To me, nothing's happening 
from the city or county standpoint 
and I think nothing will," he con-
tinued, "so we need to start getting 
proactive."

Fiddaman said the board needs 
to "be as aggressive as it can jus-
tify" when splitting up the assets.

"In my opinion, the money 
that's in the bank is ours," he said. 
"I don't think the county feels that 
way but we can't as an association 
remain viable moving forward 
without it."

COMMISSION
Continued from page 8 

Also on Wednesday, commis-
sioners approved the demolition of 
the historic building at 1339 
Lincoln Ave. that previously 
housed the Lincoln Avenue Spa. 

Constructed in 1890 as a bank, 
the stone building has been fenced 
off since last year because it is in 
bad shape and is a hazard to the 
public, Goldberg said. 

The building is one of several 
in the city that needed to be seis-
mically retrofitted to withstand an 
earthquake but after extensive 
analysis in which two structural 

engineers said the building could 
not be saved, owner Dan 
Cunningham was forced to apply 
for a demolition permit.

“When it came to evaluating 
this one, there were two engineer-
ing evaluations to determine the 
best way to seismically retrofit it,” 
Goldberg told commissioners.

Additionally, the building only 
has three walls because it shares 
one with the Seiberlich building to 
its north. The planning commis-
sion at its last meeting approved 
plans to retrofit the Seiberlich 
building, which houses Blackbird, 
A Man’s Supply and the offices of 
Domaine Somm.

“Nobody wants to lose one of 

our few historic buildings on 
Lincoln Avenue, but unfortunately 
that was the conclusion that was 
come to,” Goldberg said.

The demolition process will 
involve dismantling the building 
stone by stone and salvaging any 
material that can be repurposed for 
reuse or donation. Those stones 
that can be salvaged will be labeled 
and sealed.

“Mr. Cunningham has been 
very responsible in the process of 
preparations that went through 
this, and the amount of analysis – I 
was impressed – was incredibly 
thorough,” Wilkes said. “In that 
respect, this seemed inevitable.”
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