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Williams, Kraus 
ahead in race 
for City Council

City to buy half of fairgrounds property

Camp Fire brings smoke, worry to Calistoga 

Fifteen-year-old high school 
sophomore Gigi Thienes of 
Calistoga wears a mask to avoid 
particulates from the smoke from 
the Camp Fire.
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A couple walks between the Tubbs Building on the right and the open lawn on 
the left at the Napa County Fairgrounds in Calistoga.

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter 

For the second time this year, Calistoga is under 
a thick blanket of smoke from a deadly and massive 
wildfire burning several hours to its north.

Though unhealthy, poor air quality is a minor in-
convenience compared to what residents of Paradise 
are going through since the Camp Fire obliterated 
most of the idyllic Butte County community on Nov. 
8.

“It’s a much greater loss,” Calistoga Fire Chief 
Steve Campbell told the Tribune this week. “They 
are experiencing similar things as we did last year, 
but there were higher winds and the flames were phe-
nomenal.”

The Camp Fire, in fact, quickly eclipsed the Octo-
ber 2017 Tubbs Fire as the most destructive wildfire 
in state history after burning more than 135,000 acres 

and destroying at least 7,600 homes so far. 
It is also now the state’s deadliest fire, with 48 

people confirmed dead as of Wednesday and more 
than 80 people still reported missing – most senior 
citizens from the retirement community of Paradise, 
according to a missing persons list provided by the 
Butte County Sheriff’s Office.

Calistoga schools were closed last Friday (the day 
after the Camp Fire started) and Monday and Tuesday 
of this week due to the hazardous air quality but the 
district reconvened classes on Wednesday, said su-
perintendent Erin Smith-Hagberg. 

“To help ensure the safety of our staff and stu-
dents, the district changed the air filters in all our 
buildings and we are restricting outside activities for 
our students including recesses, physical education 

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor 

Eight days after the Nov. 6 
Election, Don Williams remains 
the front-runner for one of two 
seats on the Calistoga City Coun-
cil with 45 percent of the vote.

Incumbent Gary Kraus was 
leading incumbent Jim Barnes by 
22 votes, 498 to 476, according to 
the latest count Wednesday by the 
Napa County Elections Division.

Mayor Chris Canning, running 
unopposed, had received 923 yes 
votes as of Wednesday’s count.

Registrar of Voters John Tuteur 
made no statement in releasing his 
office’s latest ballot count. How-
ever, the department’s website said 
a new update would be posted yes-
terday at 4:30 p.m.

As of Wednesday, Calistoga’s 
voter turnout for the midterm elec-
tion had reached 50.6 percent, 
about 20 percentage points lower 
than expected. Of the city’s 2,496 
registered voters, 1,263 cast bal-
lots in the contest.

It was unclear how many bal-
lots remained to be counted but 
if Tuteur’s earlier projections of 
a 70 percent voter turnout hold 
true, there could be 400 to 500 
more Calistoga ballots left to be 
counted.

Election results released the 
night of Nov. 6 included all bal-
lots that had been received either 
by U.S. mail or delivered to a drop 
box or vote center by Monday eve-
ning, Tuteur told the Tribune last 
week. Outstanding ballots include 
absentee and vote-by-mail ballots. 

Williams, a longtime resident 
and retired wood floor business 
owner, campaigned on the prom-

By Kim Beltran
Tribune Editor 

The City of Calistoga has  
reached a tentative deal to pur-
chase about half of the Napa 
County Fairgrounds property 
from the county, officials an-
nounced Wednesday.

For $225,000 per acre – or 
about $7.7 million – the city 
will buy the 34.3 acres of the 
fairgrounds encompassing 
the RV park, the race track 
and  the Butler, Tubbs and 
Cropp buildings. The county 
will retain ownership of the 
36.3-acre Mt. St. Helena Golf 

Course and Tucker Building.
“While it was the city’s 

desire to acquire the entire 70-
acre parcel, we recognize and 
appreciate this unique oppor-
tunity to secure this property 
for the benefit of Calistogans 
for decades to come,” Calisto-
ga mayor Chris Canning said 
in a statement issued jointly 
by the city and county.

“We can now move forward 
with discussions on how best 
to simultaneously preserve 
and utilize the grounds for the 
greatest benefit to Calistoga,” 
he added.

The sale comes two years 
after the non-profit Napa Coun-
ty Fair Association reached 
out to both the city and county 
urging a partnership that could 
save the foundering property 
and its enterprises. Talks to 
create a Joint Powers Authori-
ty between the city and county 
to mutually manage the prop-
erty fell through, however, 
when in October 2017 a series 
of major wildfires caused mil-
lions of dollars worth of dam-
age throughout the county.

Photographer and 
Calistoga resident 
Yvonne Henry shot 
this image look-
ing south down 
Lincoln Avenue 
at 1:30 p.m. on 
Nov. 8, some six 
hours after the 
Camp Fire in 
Butte County had 
begun. Calis-
toga schools were 
closed on Friday, 
as well as Monday 
and Tuesday due 
to the poor air 
quality, and the 
UpValley Fam-
ily Centers were 
handing out masks 
that protect the 
wearer from inhal-
ing unhealthy 
particulates. 

See ELECTION page  9 See FIRE on page 11

See FAIRGROUNDS page 8
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Calistoga News

Buster’s height variance request denied

Charles 
“Buster” 
Davis and 
partner, Bar-
bara  Jolly, 
are pictured 
in front of the 
controversial 
arbor Davis 
had built 
over a music 
patio behind 
his Buster’s 
Barbecue 
restaurant at 
1207 Foothill 
Boulevard in 
Calistga.

PHOTO BY CLARK 
JAMES MISHLER

FAIRGROUNDS
Continued from page 1 

The discussion morphed into 
the potential sale of the proper-
ty, carried out in closed-session 
negotiations that culminated in 
Wednesday’s announcement 
that a deal had fi nally been 
reached.

On Tuesday at its regularly 
scheduled meeting the City 
Council will authorize city 
manager Dylan Feik to move 
forward with fi nalizing the deal, 
which includes a 20-year cov-
enant requiring the city to share 
any profi ts it might earn from 
the sale or lease of the property 
in excess of what the city paid 
for it. The county’s share of the 
proceeds starts at 50 percent for 
any deal made in 2019 and goes 
down by 2.5 percent each year 
through 2038.

The city, however, has re-
peatedly said it has no plans 
to sell the property, and that it 
should be retained for use by 
local residents as well as for the 
historic activities of racing and 
a county fair.

According to terms of the 
deal, the county has 14 days 
to deliver a Purchase and Sale 
Agreement to the city. Once 
the agreement is signed, the 
city will have a 120-day “due 
diligence” period in which to 
conduct inspections, tests, sur-
veys and other studies on the 
property.

“Additionally, Buyer may 
review the Land Tenure Agree-
ment between the State of Cali-
fornia and the County of Napa, 
and the Recycled Water Use 
Agreement between the City of 
Calistoga and Fairgrounds As-
sociation for continued applica-
bility,” county executive offi cer 
Minh Tran wrote in a letter to 
Feik summarizing terms of the 
agreement.

The city has an existing 
agreement with the Napa Coun-

ty Fair Association to dispose of 
non-potable, treated wastewa-
ter on the golf course and other 
green areas of the fairgrounds. 
While it is expected that the 
practice will continue, there 
was no mention of that process 
in Tran’s offer letter or the joint 
press release.    

It is also unclear at this time  
what plans the county has for 
the Mt. St. Helena Golf Course, 
a nine-hole, par 34 course de-
signed by Jack Fleming and 
opened in 1956. Fleming de-
signed 25 courses in Califor-
nia, including Meadowood in 
St. Helena and the Napa Golf 
Course at Kennedy Park in 
Napa.

The golf course, much like 
the rest of the fairgrounds prop-
erty, is in need of repair and 
maintenance following years 
of budget cuts and dwindling 
revenues.

The Napa County Fair As-
sociation has managed the 
fairgrounds for decades under 
contract with the county. The 
contract, renewed every fi ve 
years, expires at the end of this 
year. The county informed the 
Fair Association earlier this 
year that it would not be renew-
ing the contract. 

In September, the Fair As-
sociation started the process of 
reorganizing itself into a fund-
raising group with an executive 
director and an as yet undeter-
mined number of board mem-
bers who would be responsible 
for putting on the annual July 
4 parade and fair. Unlike the 
current Fair Association, which 
has broad community member-
ship, the new organization will 
be less formal with no member-
ship but rather a smaller board 
and volunteers.

It remains unclear as to 
what, if any, role the associa-
tion, will play if the sale of the 
fairgrounds to the city goes 
through.

Frame Something 
Special for Someone 

Special

FRAMED!
CUSTOM PICTURE FRAMING

813 Washington Street
942-6316

OPEN DAILY 10-4
Closed Wednesday

By Claudia Aceves
Tribune Reporter 

The Calistoga Planning Commission 
on Wednesday denied a request by the 
owner of Buster’s Barbecue to allow a 
newly-constructed outdoor arbor at a 
height that is above that allowed in the 
city’s building code. 

As part of a condition to keep the 
arbor, Charles “Buster” Davis had to seek 
Planning Commission approval of a 
height variance for the 16-foot tall arbor, 
which is one-foot, three-inches taller than 
the maximum height allowed for acces-
sory structures in commercial zones.

Earlier this year, Davis received a 
building permit to construct a 12-foot 
arbor with a wire or mesh metal covering 
over the music patio behind his restaurant 
at 1207 Foothill Boulevard. Instead, he 
had his contractor build it 28 feet tall with 
curved steel beams overhead. He also 
built a cement block wall covered with 
natural rock on one end, partially enclos-
ing the patio.

When the city learned in September 
about the structure, they issued a stop 
work order on the project. Upon learning 
that the foundation had not been engi-
neered to support the weight of the struc-
ture at 28 feet, the city ordered the busi-
ness closed until Davis brought the arbor 
into compliance.

When he had modified the arbor as 
ordered, the city determined it was still 
1.5-feet above the zoning code and told 
Davis he’d have to seek a height variance 
from the Planning Commission.

Davis argued Wednesday that the 
height of the arbor as it stands now is in 
compliance with his original building 
permit because design drawings show the 
height of the support posts at the back of 
the structure to be 12-feet tall, with the 
steel arch “awning” adding two feet to 
make it 14 feet tall. Additionally, he said, 
the engineers drew the plans according to 
the topography and were aware of a two-
foot difference in elevation from the back 
of the structure to the front. 

However, planning commissioners 
questioned the way the engineers inter-
preted the height at grade level compared 
to how they and city planners were inter-
preting the plans.

“Somewhere the engineer must 
have let you down because this 
doesn’t work,” said chair Paul 
Coates. “[The plans] shows it flat 
and you don’t show any grade and 
you don’t show any elevation,” he 
said, adding that Davis should have 
consulted city planners when he was 
adjusting the arbor height.

Planning and building director 
Lynn Goldberg said the second set 
of plans were approved from a 
structural standpoint to allow Davis 
to re-open his business, which had 
been closed for 18 days after he was 
issued a violation.

“He agreed in writing to apply 
for a variance to see if it was possi-
ble to allow the non-conforming 
structure to remain,” Goldberg said.

When vice chair Tim Wilkes 
asked Davis why he constructed the 
arbor at 28-feet high in the first 
place, Davis said it was a mistake on 
his part.

“I wanted it higher, plain and 
simple,” Davis said. “And the plans 
did not allow to build high, so I took 
it down to where it is right now.” 

Wilkes assured Buster’s patrons, 
who spoke at the meeting in support 
of Davis and his restaurant’s free 
Sunday jazz and blues concerts, that 
the music would go on whether or 
not the variance request was grant-
ed. 

“I acknowledge this is a tough 
spot for everyone to be in and it 
sounds like it’s the result of some 
drawings that were not as thorough 
as they could have been and an 
applicant who made changes on the 
fly,” said commissioner Alissa 
McNair. “I don’t feel like [the site] is 
an eye sore… but you’ve gone about 
it in a way that makes it really hard 
for us to help you through this.” 

Davis has 10 days to appeal the 
decision to the City Council if he so 
chooses.

Cameo Cinema
“The ArT of SToryTelling”

FRI NOV 16 – THU NOV 22
963-9779

the Crimes of Grindenwald(PG-13)

  Fri 2, 5 & 7:45pm - Sat 2, 5 & 7:45pm 
  Sun 2, 5 & 7:45pm - mon 2, 5 & 7:45pm
  tue 5 & 7:45pm - Wed 2, 5 & 7:45pm 
  thu 11am & 7pm

1340 MaIN STReeT, ST. HeleNa
www.cameocinema.com

**CheCk our website for programming updates**

the Bourne supremaCy(2004)(PG-13) 
   tue 1pm - Film ClaSS - tiCketS $10

ComeOver the Bridge 
Explore the other side of Lincoln Avenue 

942-4400
1237 Lincoln Avenue, Calistoga

www.PacificoRestauRanteMexicano.coM

Patio Dining
Large Banquet room 

Authentic Mexican Food
....Full Bar....

Great Margaritas!

                Open Daily
Monday–Friday 11am–9pm

Saturday & Sunday 10am for breakfast

Friday Nights
enjoy our live 
Mariachi band

Best happy 
hour in town

Monday–Friday
 4–6:30 pm

Cozy, Rustic Dining Room •
Garden Patio • Full Bar &

Award-Winning Micro Brewery

1250 Lincoln Ave
(707) 942-4101 
Reservations

www.calistogainn.com
info@calistogainn.com

CALISTOGA INN
RESTAURANT & BREWERY

Enjoy a relaxing 
dinner with 
us tonight

942-5605 • www.busterssouthernbbq.com • 1207 Foothill at lincoln
monday thru saturday 10a.m. to 8p.m. • Sunday 10a.m. to 7p.m. 

Join us for a free concert of

SUNDAY JAZZ 
& BLUES

  Free Live Music on the Patio

on the Garden Patio
Every Sunday,  2 -5 pm

Mark Porter, Owner
Your One-Stop Full Service Auto Repair Shop

Preventative Maintenance • Tire Sales • Brake Repairs  
Battery Testing and Replacement • Mobile Repairs Available

1020 B Foothill Boulevard, Calistoga, CA 94515
Phone 707.942.0178
Mobile 707.580.7100

Fax 707.341.3343  

Porter’s Auto rePAir

hours oF oPeration

Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm • Closed: Noon to 1 pm

Calistoga Tribune        
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