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For more information, please call  
Zohre Grothe, Realtor 
Owner of Marin Land Company  
415-435-4428 or 415-847-9009
marinland@aol.com
www.marinlandcompany.com

 

64 LYFORD DRIVE, TIBURON
3BD, 2 1/2BA: $859,000 Sold
90 RED HILL CIRCLE, TIBURON
3BD, 3BA: $1,695,000 Sold

JUST LISTED San Francisco 
9 units Victorian apartment building
Best location and great opportunity
$2,500,000 JUST SOLD
JUST LISTED San Rafael Great Investment
4 unit residential apt. bldg.
2 and 3BD w/ 2BA, carports: $1,144,000
PREMIER DOWNTOWN TIBURON
6-unit luxury apartment: $4,200,000 Sold
SAN FRANCISCO
Fantastic 6 unit apartment building
$1,995,000 Sold
129 PALOMA STREET, SAN RAFAEL
5 Unit $2,300,000 Sold

Full Service  
Car Concierge

THINKING OF 
BUYING, LEASING 
OR SELLING A CAR?

1640 Tiburon Blvd. Suite 11 | By appointment

Call for a free consultation

415.450.1486

stephen@surreycarco.com

www.surreycarco.com

If you don’t want the hassle and want  
to get the best deal – we can help:

• Save money
• Save time
• Enjoy the experience

415.789.5239 Direct

415.254.0253 Mobile

www.MarinIsMyHome.com

1550 Suite U, Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon/Belvedere, CA

Jim Fraser, Realtor

CORRECTIONS
The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifi cations by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark-
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652. 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Longtime former Tiburon resident Oskar Klausen-
stock, who endured six years in Nazi concentration 
camps as a teenager and survived the loss of his entire 
immediate family to become one of the top radiologists 
and oncologists in San Francisco, died Jan. 23 of natural 
causes. He was 95.

His wife, Judy, a well-known 
Marin painter, said in a prepared 
obituary that her husband over-
came extreme adversity, calling 
him a “champion of life.”  

Dr. Klausenstock, who moved 
from Tiburon to the Villa Marin 
retirement community in San 
Rafael in 2016, was born Sept. 9, 
1922, into a large, poor family in a 
small Jewish village in Cieszyn, Poland. He was raised by 
his grandfather, and, while in school, he apprenticed as a 
weaver and furrier. 

When Nazi German forces invaded Poland in Septem-
ber 1939, he escaped capture by scaling a wall one night 
with a cousin and running through the Polish forests to 
Soviet allies. He assumed the life of a Ukrainian farm boy 
for a time, but the Nazis overran the village and he was 
sent to Plaszow, the concentration camp depicted in the 
1993 movie “Schindler’s List.”

By the time the war was over, Dr. Klausenstock had 

Ex-Tiburon man was 
Holocaust survivor, 
respected radiologist 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Belvedere-Tiburon Library 
Agency board of trustees has given the 
green light to secure a $4 million line 
of credit to help top off  funding and 
kick-start work on the library’s planned 
15,725-square-foot addition.

The board on Jan. 29 voted 5-0, wi th 
members Niran Amir and George Bo-
Linn absent, to enter into the deal with 
Walnut Creek-based Mechanics Bank. 

The loan documents should be ready 
for fi nal approval in late February; the 
board has tentatively set that vote for 
its Feb. 26 meeting.

Once that happens, the architects 
will begin the six-month task of prepar-

ing fi nal drawings and plans to prepare 
for going out to bid.

Members of the agency’s executive 
committee proposed the loan after 
getting a commitment letter from the 
bank. They were concerned that the 
purchasing power of the $14 million 
that reportedly has been raised so far 
would continue to erode with the rapid 
rise in construction costs. 

A big reason why the library needed 
to have all its funds in hand is a condi-
tion of approval of its land-use permits 
from the town. The library needs to 
demonstrate to the town that 100 per-
cent of the library-expansion fi nancing 
is in place before the town will deed to 
the library the town-owned land be-
hind the existing library building at 

1501 Tiburon Blvd. That’s where the 
new library driveway and parking lot 
are going.

Combined with the money raised 
so far, a $4 million loan guarantee 
will meet that condition, according to 
Tiburon Town Manager Greg Chanis. 
He said the Town Council’s fi nance 
committee told the library’s execu-
tive committee as much when they all 
met with Chanis within the past two 
months.

The new estimated total cost of the 
library addition, after taking the proj-
ect to a developer for a “soft bid,” is $18 
million, according to Tom Gram, who 
serves on the library agency board and 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

The chair of Belvedere’s Historic 
Preservation Committee is asking the 
city to clarify the committee’s pur-
view over projects that would demol-
ish or signifi cantly alter some of the 
city’s homes that are older but have not 
achieved landmark status.

The request from Chair Mel Owen 
was spurred by a recent project heard 
by the Planning Commission that pro-

posed demolishing a Queen Anne-style 
Beach Ro ad home built circa 1892. 

The home had been placed on the 
Historic Resources Inventory, a list com-
piled by the Belvedere-Tiburon Land-
marks Society in 1976 that contains 
about 50 city properties that could have 
historic value but have not been formal-
ly evaluated for historic designation.

The Planning Commission rejected 
the plans as written, with one com-
missioner noting the proposed con-
temporary home did not fi t in with the 
character of Belvedere’s oldest neigh-
borhood.

Owen said he asked city staff  why 
the historic committee was not con-
sulted on the project and was told the 

committee is typically only consulted if 
a homeowner is seeking historic desig-
nation.

“If that is the current rule, the com-
mittee should take a look at it and see 
if a change might be in order,” Owen 
noted in a Feb. 1 email to city staff  and 
the preservation committee.

He said in an interview the role of the 
committee seems inconsistent, noting 
the committee was asked for its formal 
opinion late last year on a proposal to 
demolish a home at 1 Belvedere Ave. 
that was designed by a Frank Lloyd 
Wright protégé. 

Owen said he hoped to convene a 

Library board OKs plan to borrow 
$4 mil to kick-start construction

Preservation committee chair: Board should 
review projects for homes with historic potential

oskar klausenstock: 1922–2018

———
See KLAUSENSTOCK, PAGE 15

Klausenstock

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 15

———
See HISTORIC, PAGE 16

Call comes amid plan 
to demolish late 1800s 
Queen Anne in Belvedere

Line of credit would close fundraising gap for expansion plans approved in 2012
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IN-HOME NURSING 
& CAREGIVING

Independently Owned and Operated
CDPH Lic. 550001360

Call for a Free Home Care Assessment 

415 332 3300

survived a total of seven such death camps, including 
Gross-Rosen, Ganacker, Flossenbürg and Dachau. He 
worked at various jobs: mining, blacksmithing and weld-
ing. At Flossenbürg, he was detained with a son of Soviet 
Premier Joseph Stalin, he said in a 2010 profi le that ap-
peared in the Marin Independent Journal.

He came close to death several times, the closest when a 
Nazi offi  cer announced his intent to kill every 10th Jew he 
counted off .

“He counted sieben, acht, neun (seven, eight, nine) … 
and then for some reason he looked at me and said ‘neun’ 
again,” Dr. Klausenstock said in the 2010 article. “And the 
man next to me had to step out and be No. 10.”

In May 1945, he was with a group of emaciated and 
exhausted prisoners the Nazis took on marches outside 
the camp. Anyone who stumbled and fell was shot. The 
ranks dwindled to 45. One day, the soldiers marching them 
stopped for a rest at a barn. Dr. Klausenstock managed to 
hide unnoticed in a hay bale. When he emerged the next 
day, he joined a group of American prisoners of war who 
were being marched under guard toward a camp. The sol-
diers gave him a coat to blend in and smuggled him into 
the camp, where they looked after him.

Just days later, the Allies declared victory in Europe. Dr. 
Klausenstock went to work as an interpreter for the occu-
pying U.S. Army. For a short time before Gen. George Pat-
ton died from injuries sustained in a traffi  c accident, Dr. 
Klausenstock worked as his assistant.

Dr. Klausenstock was the only one of 38 known family 
members trapped in Poland to survive the war. Two aunts 
and one uncle escaped to Palestine before the war broke 
out.

After the war, he spent two years studying at the Uni-
versity of Frankfurt. A group of doctors from Washington, 
D.C., heard his story and were impressed, so they spon-
sored him, arranging for his papers and paying for his ship 
passage to the U.S.

Dr. Klausenstock told people he landed in Boston harbor 

in 1949 with only a microscope, a harmonica and $1.90 in 
his pocket. Drawing on his wartime connections, he ap-
plied to and was admitted to Boston University School of 
Medicine. He met his wife at Boston City Hospital during 
his fi nal year of medical school and they were married in 
1952.

He served two years in the U.S. Army, stationed at Fort 
Huachuca, Ariz., and then moved to California, where he 
completed his residency in radiology and joined a radiol-
ogy practice affi  liated with Mount Zion Hospital in San 
Francisco, now part of the University of California at San 
Francisco.

He and his wife moved to Tiburon’s Reedlands neighbor-
hood 32 years ago. He enjoyed spending time with fam-
ily on camping and ski trips and on vacations all over the 
world.

Dr. Klausenstock took pride in his collection of 30-some 
fruit trees and his successful eff ort to graft an apple onto 
a pear tree. He was a voracious reader and avid historian 
and was devoted in his later years to writing books about 
his life as well as poetry. In retirement, he took up the cello 
and the fl ute.

“He loved people and loved sharing stories wherever he 
went,” Judy Klausenstock said. “Oskar would draw upon 
these memories the rest of his life, enabling him to keep a 
positive outlook.

“He was a kind man,” she said. “He was an interested 
man and an interesting man. He was a Renaissance man 
— anything he touched, he did well and professionally.”

In addition to Judy Klausenstock, Dr. Klausenstock is 
survived by the couple’s son, Dan Klausenstock of San 
Diego, and two grandchildren, Michelle and Alex.

A memorial service will be held at 1:30 p.m. Feb. 10 at 
Villa Marin senior community, 100 Thorndale Drive, San 
Rafael.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local gov-
ernment and community issues for more than 30 years. 
Reach her at 415-944-4634.

Klausenstock, continued from page 5
———

is a member of its executive committee. That’s up from the 
$14 million projected cost when the plans were fi rst approved 
in 2012.

Of the new $18 million projection, $2 million already has 
been spent on plans, permits and administrative costs, Gram 
said.

The commitment provides for a commercial, nonrevolving 
line of credit for up to $4 million at an interest rate of 4.5 
percent, to be repaid within eight years. The library would 
have to take advantage of the line of credit within the fi rst 
four years; after that, the indebtedness would convert to a 
term loan.

The terms of the deal, as proposed, are considered favor-
able because of the low interest rate and the fact there would 
be no prepayment penalty, no closing costs and no fees 
charged if the line of credit is not used.

As a condition of the bridge loan, however, the separate 
Belvedere-Tiburon Library Foundation, the library’s fund-
raising arm, is required to transfer its existing funds from its 
current bank to Mechanics Bank.

The information that the foundation has raised about $14 
million came from the bank’s term sheet, which ostensibly 
used information provided by Gram and fellow committee 
member Jeff  Foran in its calculations. The fi gure had not 
been publicly disclosed until a library staff er mistakenly 
emailed it to The Ark.

Gram insists the line of credit does not shift the fi nal bill 
for the library expansion to taxpayers, except in a worst-case 
scenario — that is, if the foundation were to fail to raise any 
more money. Gram said the $4 million to be borrowed is what 
the library agency could aff ord to repay given the interest 
rate, loan term and its annual budget surplus and reserves.

The guarantor would be the foundation, according to the 
commitment sheet.

The expansion of the existing 10,500-square-foot library to 
a total of 26,225 square feet calls for a two-story attached ad-

Library, continued from page 5
———

———
See LIBRARY, PAGE 16
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The Largest Marin-Based Alarm Company

Same ownership for 27 years.

Mill Valley   388-5355
San Rafael  459-1122

State Contractor’s License #426887
Alarm Operator’s License #AC0219

Expert Housecleaning

518-4516 or 454-3155

TWICE
 AS CLEAN

SAN RAFAEL RARE COIN COMPANYSAN RAFAEL RARE COIN COMPANY

Estate Appraisals & Purchases  U.S. & Foreign Coins 
and Bank Notes Gold, Silver, Platinum coins or bars 

 Coin & Estate Jewelry Collectibles 
457-2646  1219 FOURTH STREET  SAN RAFAEL

Since 1973
PCGS 

 

Hours

   415  472-7105  

Bob Morey

 

Professional Evaluation

 Tree Sculpturing

 

Tree Preservation
r

 

Insect and Disease Control

 
www.marintrees.com

 

 

Specializing in Tree Preservation

Since 1976

MARIN TREE SERVICE INC.

Certified Arborist #176

Fully Insured
License 648230

 Proudly Serving the Tiburon 
Peninsula since 2002!

-- Clean and well-maintained storage units and drive-ups
-- State-of-the-art security system
-- Minutes from the Tiburon Peninsula   
-- Friendly, professional management
-- Competitive rates 
-- Right off Hwy. 101 North
-- Call for our specials

fordestorage.com 
   rupskraL ,yaW lairtsudnI 24

415-924-7144 
manager@fordestorage.com

Planning a remodel? 
Staging your home to put on the market?
Downsizing?
Need more room at your home or business?
Want your garage back?

39 of the 42 trees on the knoll, the hill just south of McKegney 
Green, which sits along the Richardson Bay shoreline near Del 
Mar Middle School and the intersection of Tiburon Boulevard 
and Avenida Mirafl ores. Tiburon’s Old Rail Trail multiuse path 
runs right through the grove.

HortScience rated the risk as low for 35 trees and as moder-
ate for four trees. It recommended removing seven trees: fi ve 
blackwood acacias; one dwarf blue gum in decline; and one 
84-inch-diameter blue gum, which has a large open cavity at 
the base of the trunk.

The report will be formally presented to the Tiburon Parks, 
Open Space and Trails Commission at a special meeting to be 
held at 6 p.m. Feb. 12 at Tiburon Town Hall.

A group of homeowners and residents in the Reed Heights 
neighborhood want the town to authorize cutting down 21 blue 
gum eucalyptus trees, 15 Italian stone pine trees and six Mon-
terey pine trees.

The homeowners have tried unsuccessfully to persuade 
the town to take down the trees several times for more than 
20 years. In the past, the homeowners have protested the trees 
grew up into their views of San Francisco, the Golden Gate 
Bridge and the bay. Last year, the group changed tack and 
now say those trees pose a public-safety hazard. They and 
other supporters argue removing them also would promote the 
growth of native vegetation.

Opponents of removing the trees say they provide welcome 
shade for Old Rail Trail path users and are a treasured feature 
of the town’s modern history. They also say the tall eucalyptus 

off er a nesting site for hawks and other raptors.
After a packed public hearing in April 2017, the commission 

appointed a subcommittee and hired HortScience to evaluate 
the health of each tree.

Following presentations from the committee and the arborist 
at the Feb. 12 hearing, and public comment, the commission is 
expected to make a recommendation about the fate of the trees 
to the Tiburon Town Council, which has fi nal say.

The town staff  has already conducted an initial study of the 
potential environmental impacts and has prepared a mitigated 
negative declaration environmental document, which asserts 
the project would not result in any signifi cant adverse eff ects 
on the environment if certain mitigation measures are taken. 
While the commission will be able to comment, the council also 
will make the fi nal decision about whether to approve the dec-
laration.

The environmental documents, the tree-removal permit and 
the arborist’s report are available for public review at the plan-
ning counter at Tiburon Town Hall, 1505 Tiburon Boulevard. 
The tree permit application and environmental documents are 
also available at townoftiburon.org under “Tiburon News.” 

For more information call Planning Manager Dan Watrous 
at 415-435-7393 or email him at dwatrous@townoftiburon.org.

if you go
The Tiburon Parks, Open Space and Trails Commission will con-

sider the fate of a grove of 42 trees at McKegney Knoll at its 6 p.m. 
Feb. 12 meeting in council chambers at Tiburon Town Hall, 1505 
Tiburon Blvd. The board will forward its recommendation for final 
approval by the Tiburon Town Council.

Trees, continued from page 1
———

VIA HORTSCIENCE

Pleasanton-based aborist HortScience determined the majority of 
trees on McKegney Knoll in Tiburon pose a minimal risk to public 
safety, but it did recommended removing seven of the trees on the 
site: fi ve blackwood acacias, shown as trees 22-26 on this aerial 
map included in the report; one dwarf blue gum, shown as tree 44; 
and one 84-inch-diameter blue gum, shown as tree 5. The report, 
commissioned by the town of Tiburon, contradicts neighborhood 
residents who have argued 42 trees should be removed from the 
site because they pose a fi re risk and block views of San Francisco, 
the Golden Gate Bridge and the bay.

meeting with city staff  to discuss having the 
preservation committee review projects that 
would signifi cantly alter homes on the His-
toric Resources Inventory.

Owen said the city could also benefi t from 
taking a second look at the decades-old in-
ventory to see which homes still have integ-
rity and which ones have deteriorated.

Director of Planning & Building Irene 
Borba and Associate Planner Rebecca Mark-
wick did not immediately respond to re-

quests for comment on Owen’s email.
According to the city’s Municipal Code, the 

role of the volunteer preservation committee 
is to evaluate applications that homeowners 
have submitted to obtain historic designa-
tion in the city. It is also responsible for main-
taining a list of designated structures and 
encouraging their maintenance. 

Reporter Matthew Hose covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach him at 415-944-4627 and on 
Twitter at @matt_hose.

Historic, continued from page 5
———

dition to be built in what is now the library 
and Tiburon Town Hall parking lot. A 
large plaza would be created out front and 
an allée between the new library addition 
and Town Hall would lead to a new park-
ing lot and separate new library entrance 
at the rear. The entrance to the parking lot 
would be built off  Mar West Street.

A lingering question is whether the $4 
million loan will have a chilling eff ect on 
the major-donor fundraising by the Belve-

dere-Tiburon Library Foundation, which 
hired Maxine Epstein as its new develop-
ment consultant last August. Epstein has 
said she doesn’t think it will have a nega-
tive impact on her eff orts.

The adopted resolution and fi nancial 
document are public records and available 
to view at the library and online at beltib-
library.org/about-us/governance. The land-
use permits issued by the town of Tiburon 
for the library expansion are also public 
records and are available for inspection at 
the Community Development Department 
counter at Tiburon Town Hall.

Library, continued from page 15
———


