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Volunteer Opportunities!
The Belvedere City Council will 
be considering appointments to the 
following committees:

* Parks and Open Space Committee  
(two seats)

* Belvedere-Tiburon Library Agency Board 
(one seat)

* Finance Committee (two seats)
* Planning Commission (two seats)

If you are interested in serving, please submit 
a letter of interest and a brief statement of 

City of Belvedere, 450 San Rafael Ave., 
Belvedere, CA 94920-2336, or c/o clerk@
cityofbelvedere.org.    

For more information, please call  
Zohre Grothe, Realtor 
Owner of Marin Land Company  
415-435-4428 or 415-847-9009
marinland@aol.com
www.marinlandcompany.com

 JUST LISTED Novato
Fantastic 4bd/3bth home
Great location $1,350,000
JUST LISTED GREAT INVESTMENT San Rafael
4 unit residential apt. bldg.
2 and 3BD w/ 2BA, carports: $1,495,000
JUST LISTED San Francisco
9 units Victorian apartment building
Best location and great opportunity
$2,500,000 Just Sold
PREMIER DOWNTOWN TIBURON
6-unit luxury apartment: $4,200,000 Sold
129 PALOMA STREET, SAN RAFAEL
5 Unit $2,300,000 Sold
64 LYFORD DRIVE, TIBURON
3BD, 2 1/2BA: $859,000 Sold
90 RED HILL CIRCLE, TIBURON
3BD, 3BA: $1,695,000 Sold

415.789.5239 Direct

415.254.0253 Mobile

www.MarinIsMyHome.com

1550 Suite U, Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon/Belvedere, CA

Jim Fraser, Realtor

CORRECTIONS
The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifi cations by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark-
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652. 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Martha Co. has followed through with its promise 
to appeal a federal magistrate’s March 7 ruling in favor 
of the county of Marin, which said the county had the 
right to add several conditions to the company’s master 
plan and could outright deny the development plan for its 
proposed 43-lot Easton Point subdivision on the southern 
Tiburon Ridge. 

The Martha Co. fi led its request on March 21 for re-
view by presiding Judge Saundra Brown Armstrong, ten-
tatively set for May 9 in a federal courtroom in Oakland.

Judge Maria-Elena James, a magistrate of the U.S. Dis-
trict Court’s Northern California District, rejected the 
Martha Co.’s legal challenge of the Marin Board of Super-
visors’ Oct. 3 decisions, in which the company argued the 
county broke with previous court requirements by not 
advancing the project.

Under a 1976 stipulated judgment, the county is com-
pelled to allow at least 43 residential lots there, a decision 
reaffi  rmed in 2007 after the developer accused the county 
of dragging its feet.

Mark Reed of Tiburon, a member of the extended fam-
ily that owns the land under the Martha Co. name, said 
immediately after the ruling his company would seek a 
review of the case by Armstrong, who he said is more 
familiar with the history of the case, and expressed con-
fi dence the company would prevail.

On Oct. 3, 2017, the Board of Supervisors reluctantly 
voted 3-2 to certify an environmental impact report and 
approve the Martha Co.’s modifi ed master plan for its 
110-acre lot at the southern end of Tiburon above the Old 

 Developer appeals court 
ruling backing county 
on Tiburon Ridge project

By MATTHEW HOSE 
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
——

Three major home remodels pro-
posed on one stretch of Beach Road 
will mean months of construction 
headaches unless the city intervenes, 
neighbors contend.

The Belvedere Planning Commis-
sion heard proposals for two home 
demolition and replacement projects 
at 270 and 312 Beach Road at its 
March 23 meeting.

The commission voted to approve 
the project at 270 Beach, which was 
a revision from a previous propos-
al and will replace a 19th-century 
Queen Anne-style home with a 
6,829-square-foot five-story house. 

However, it sent the 312 Beach 
Road proposal, which would have re-
placed an Albert Farr-designed home 
with a 6,495-square-foot three-story 
shingled home, back to the drawing 
board. 

With those projects tentatively 
looming and another $2 million re-
model at 296 Beach Road winning 
approval last year, residents in the 
area say the writing is on the wall 
for major disruptions in traffic from 
the three potential projects that all lie 
within a radius of about 500 feet.

It’s something the whole neighbor-
hood is talking about, said Jean Fair, 
the owner of 276 Beach Road.

“I just don’t want it to stop here,” 
Fair said. “We need to be assured 

that there will be a traffic plan. I 
don’t know what’s best. There are 
different methods of addressing this, 
I just want to make sure that it does 
get addressed.”

Revised plans for 270 Beach 
Road win praise

Homeowners Jay and Hollie Haynes 
received praise from the commission 
for a second set of plans to demolish 
and replace their 1892 Queen Anne-
style home at 270 Beach Road. 

Back in January, the commission 
called the replacement too big and 
too contemporary for the neighbor-
hood. However, several adjustments 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Belvedere Planning Commis-
sion wants to take a second look at 
raising the maximum allowed fence 
heights on Belvedere Island before it 
considers banning temporary deer 
fences in the city.

The commission voted 6-0, with Jim 
Lynch absent, on March 20 to delay 
a decision on proposed code changes 
that would prohibit the fences.

The city’s Deer Fencing Task Force 
Committee proposed the ban after 
months of meetings focusing on plant 
and fencing solutions for individual 
homeowners who have diffi  culties with 

deer on their private property. 
The task force was formed out of 

discussions that began in 2016 when a 
citizens’ group complained about Bel-
vedere’s booming deer population and 
proposed the city use an ovariectomy 
sterilization surgery on does as a way 
to control the deer population.

After months of deliberation, the 
City Council shelved that plan and 
instead decided to redirect resources 
toward replanting barren areas of the 
city, researching less-invasive deer 
control procedures and fi guring out 
ways to help residents who have been 
plagued by the deer. 

The task force ultimately produced 
a 250-page binder full of fencing and 

landscaping ideas for residents who 
have been frustrated by hungry deer 
munching on their plants.

City Councilmember James Camp-
bell, who is on the task force, said they 
had been hoping to fi nd a miracle cure 
— a fencing solution that would be 
both aesthetically pleasing and com-
pletely eff ective.

“We were all pretty excited at the be-
ginning that we would fi nd something 
revolutionary that no one knew about,” 
Campbell said at a meeting of the City 
Council last month. “But it’s not out 
there. Because someone would make 
a billion dollars if they fi gured it out.”

Beach Road residents want construction 
plan with three home projects looming

 Belvedere Planning Commission delays 
decision on banning temporary deer fencing

———
See MARTHA, PAGE 22

Belvedere board approves one demolition, sends another back to drawing board 

———
See BEACH, PAGE 20

———
See DEER, PAGE 22
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The Largest Marin-Based Alarm Company

Same ownership for 27 years.

Mill Valley   388-5355
San Rafael  459-1122

State Contractor’s License #426887
Alarm Operator’s License #AC0219

Expert Housecleaning

518-4516 or 454-3155

TWICE
 AS CLEAN

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

Subscribe to The Ark! 
Call us at 

415-435-2652

side one of her brothers, according to reports. 
The brother had been riding ahead of her, but shortly after 

10 p.m. he realized she was no longer behind him. When he 
circled back, he found the wreckage and recognized her mo-
torcycle. 

Marie Siegenthaler was then struck in the roadway by a 

second vehicle, a Volkswagen SUV that, along with other 
cars, then stopped to help; a Toyota Prius initially believed 
to be involved in the accident has since been cleared by au-
thorities, according to the Highway Patrol.

Those with information about the accident may contact 
the California Highway Patrol’s local Corte Madera fi eld of-
fi ce at 415-924-1100 or the agency’s statewide general infor-
mation line at 800-835-5247.

— Kevin Hessel

Crash, continued from page 1
———

St. Hilary’s Open Space Preserve, which sits on unincorpo-
rated county land. Approval of the modifi ed master plan in-
cluded the condition that three lots would be relocated from 
sensitive habitats.

The votes to deny the precise development plan — which 
specifi es details including home heights and sizes and spe-
cifi c lot sizes — and the tentative map were unanimous.

In its suit before James, the Martha Co. had argued, 
among other things, that the county forced it to separate the 
master plan and precise development plan applications and 
that revisions to the latter will be costly to the company.

However, James noted despite arguments by Martha Co. 
attorneys to the contrary, evidence in the record showed 
the developer itself recommended a two-phase approach in 
which it would seek certifi cation of the environmental report 
and master plan and, with those results in hand, in a second 
phase would create and submit a development plan and ten-
tative map.

In addition, James ruled the county was statutorily re-
quired to deny a tentative map that is “likely to cause envi-
ronmental damage or health problems.”

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local govern-
ment and community issues for more than 30 years. Reach 
her at 415-944-4634.

Martha, continued from page 5
———

The task force also recommended the city ban tempo-
rary mesh wire deer fences, which the city began allowing 
on a temporary basis in 2006 but has been lax in enforc-
ing.

But when the recommendations of the committee came 
to the Planning Commission, Chair Paul Rosenlund said 
the city should also take another look at raising maximum 
fence heights to 8 feet on Belvedere Island.

“We have so many terrain variations that in many cases 
a 6-foot fence is simply not an eff ective deer fence,” Rosen-
lund said.

Back in early 2016, the city began discussing raising 
maximum fence heights from 6 feet to 8 feet under special 
circumstances, largely in response to taller homes being 
built on raised foundations on the lagoon. The Planning 
Commission had recommended that the city raise the 
maximum fence heights to 8 feet throughout the city.

But the City Council decided only to apply that recom-
mendation to the Belvedere Lagoon, with councilmembers 
noting raising the heights on the island would exacerbate 
the “tunnel eff ect” that makes Belvedere streets feel like 
alleyways.

Rosenlund said he agrees the city shouldn’t allow 8-foot-
tall fences facing the street, but he said sometimes a taller 
one is necessary to keep deer out on a downhill slope.

Commissioner Peter Mark pointed out residents can still 
get a variance from the city code to apply for a taller fence 
on the island.

But Rosenlund said requiring a variance “elevates” the 
issue and requires stricter standards, while he wants to 
see more fl exibility for residents to pursue having taller 
fences.

Director of Planning and Building Irene Borba noted 
having fences taller than 6 feet on Belvedere Island wasn’t 
something the deer fencing committee particularly fo-
cused on, and she would want to take a closer look at that 
before bringing the issue back to the commission. 

Early on in the task force’s meetings, it became clear 
members were looking to put a stop to the construction of 

the mesh fences, which the city intended to only allow on 
a temporary basis.

Those wire fences became easier for residents to put up 
in 2006, after a fi rst iteration of the Deer Fencing Task 
Force Committee set up a process that allowed installa-
tion of the temporary fences for up to two years on an 
expedited basis.

However, staff  found that since 2010, 30 of 35 approved 
fences have remained for far longer than the two-year 
limit.

Meanwhile, other people haven’t even bothered to tell 
the city before putting up the fences.

Rosenlund said those amendments would encourage a 
uniform standard across the city.

“We don’t want to prevent people from blocking deer 
entering into their property, it just needs to be done in ac-
cordance with an appropriate design aesthetic and other 
rules that apply to everybody,” he said.

But Rosenlund said he was partly bothered people who 
didn’t get a permit for the fences would essentially get a 
“free pass” for putting them up.

“It rewards them for having done what they did, and 
it doesn’t give the people with the temporary deer fence 
permit any better treatment,” he said.

That’s because the city, lacking the time and resources 
to go out and tell each homeowner to take down their fenc-
es, would hope to gradually bring homes into compliance 
by urging homeowners to bring their fences up to code 
when they come to the city for other projects. 

If the city received a complaint about a temporary fence, 
though, it would then enforce the fencing code.

The commission is set to take up discussion of the task 
force recommendations again at its April 17 meeting.

Reporter Matthew Hose covers the city of Belvedere, 
as well as crime, courts and public safety issues on the 
Tiburon Peninsula. Reach him at 415-944-4627 and on 
Twitter at @matt_hose.

view the binder
To view the 250-page binder of fencing and landscaping sugges-

tions to keep deer away from gardens, visit arkn.ws/beldeerplants.

Deer, continued from page 5
———

The University of California at Davis is asking North-
ern California residents  who experienced health impacts 
from the wildfires that burned in Napa, Sonoma, Lake, 
Solano and other Northern California counties last Oc-
tober to participate in a survey about their experiences 
before, during and after the fires.

Researchers from the school’s Environmental Health 
Sciences Center are studying the impact smoke and 
burned debris have had on survivors of the fires. Re-

searchers are hoping one person in each household in fire-
affected areas will participate, regardless of how much or 
how little participants were affected by flames, smoke or 
ash from the fires. The questionnaire should take about 
20 to 30 minutes to complete, and responses will be kept 
confidential.

The survey is offered in both English and Spanish. To 
learn more, visit arkn.ws/UCDFireSurvey.

— Deirdre McCrohan

UC Davis looks to study health impacts of October 2017 wildfi res


