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View Property!
535 Comstock Drive, Tiburon

5 bedrooms, level yard, views!
$2,995,000

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The town of Tiburon wants 
to join a lawsuit seeking to stop 

a 43-lot subdivision develop-
ment planned for the Tiburon 
Ridge, arguing it would become 
responsible for ripple eff ects of 
development ranging from traf-

fi c impacts to fi re and landslide 
dangers.

Local grassroots group Tiburon 
Open Space fi led the original law-
suit against the county of Marin 

last November seeking to invali-
date the environmental impact 
report for the so-called Easton 
Point subdivision on the 110-acre 
Martha Co. property. The Marin 
Board of Supervisors certifi ed 
the impact report and approved 
a master plan for the property in 
October 2017. 

“The town has a pressing stake 
in the outcome of this case,” Town 
Attorney Ben Stock said in the 
written arguments in the plead-
ing, fi led with Marin Municipal 
Court June 7 to join Tiburon Open 
Space’s suit. “Successful defense 
of the (environmental impact re-
port) would pave the way for ill-
considered development of raw 
land bordering the town, and such 
development in a landslide-prone, 
fi re-prone area could be problem-
atic to the town.

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

A San Anselmo man headed 
home from San Francisco was 
arrested for alleged drunken driv-
ing last week after police say he 
crashed into the decorative 2,800-
pound metal anchor in Tiburon’s 
downtown traffi  c circle, knocking 
the anchor about 10 feet out of 
place but leaving it undamaged. 

Joseph Hart, 59, was arrested 
and booked into Marin County Jail 
on suspicion of driving under the 
infl uence of alcohol early June 10. 
Hart bailed out of jail before The 
Ark’s press deadline, but bail in-
formation was not available. The 

By JEFF DEMPSEY
jdempsey@thearknewspaper.com
———

When 10-year-old Galle Lipshitz tested 
for his taekwondo black belt June 12 at the 
Belvedere Community Center, there were 
some familiar faces scoring his perfor-
mance: His brothers Baraq, 14, and Sa’ar, 
12, were on the judging committee. 

Galle says having his brothers judge 

him didn’t add to his nerves.
“I think it was actually the opposite,” he 

 says. “Because when I looked at them they 
were smiling at me.”

Galle passed the test, earning his black 
belt from Alex Miller’s Black Belt ATA 
Academy and joining the ranks of his 
brothers, who also hold black belts — de-

Town looks to join suit challenging 
home development on Tiburon Ridge 

———
See DEVELOP, PAGE 24

Anchors aweigh: 
Driver arrested 
after smashing into 
decorative anchor

———
See ANCHOR, PAGE 25

High-school bound

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

Motorized cable cars loaded with Del Mar Middle School’s eighth-grade graduates roll into downtown Tiburon during 
the annual graduation parade on June 13. The trolleys made two loops around Tiburon Boulevard and Main Street as 
families cheered them on from the sidewalks. For more photos and a list of high-school graduations and middle-school  
promotions, see page 20.

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

From left, Lipshitz brothers Galle, 10, Baraq, 14, and Sa’ar, 
12, of Tiburon each have a varying degree black belt in tae-
kwondo.

Taekwondo a family affair 
for brothers with black belts

———
See BROTHERS, PAGE 22

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Skip Smith of Tiburon will get 
to keep his beehives — and friends 
and neighbors will continue to get 
their share of the 40 pounds of 
honey he gives away each season.

After a contentious two-hour 
public hearing June 13, the Tiburon 
Planning Commission unanimous-
ly approved a retroactive permit 
for the hives, which Smith set up in 
2010 without getting the required 
pe rmit. He was forced to obtain 
one after an unhappy neighbor re-
ported him.

The proposal off ered the town 
the fi rst opportunity to consider 
a beekeeping permit since the 
Tiburon Town Council adopted 
zoning rules in 2012 allowing 
chicken- and beekeeping in resi-
dential areas. Before that, beekeep-
ing was not allowed, while keeping 
chickens required the permission 

Tiburon: 
Beekeeper 
can keep 
his hives
Neighbor’s complaint 
forced him to legalize 
hobby, face hearing

———
See BEES, PAGE 26
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“The town will ultimately be responsible for certain re-
mediation measures necessitated by the spill-over negative 
eff ects of development along the town’s boundary line.”

If Judge Roy Chernus approves the town’s motion at a 
scheduled July 25 hearing, Tiburon would become a co-pe-
titioner.

In an email announcing the town’s decision to join the 
lawsuit, Town Manager Greg Chanis said the negative ef-
fects mentioned by Stock could potentially include increased 
traffi  c, the loss of critical habitat for fl ora and fauna that 
currently inhabit the undeveloped property, potential fi re 
impacts and potential land-subsidence issues that could 
result from developing on a property that has a history of 
landslides. 

“The town wants its voice to be heard,” Chanis said.
Controversy over the Martha Co. property dates back to 

1976, when the U.S. District Court approved a stipulated 
judgment awarding the Martha Co. the right to develop 43 
lots, a right that would run with the land.

After decades of development activity — and inactivity 
— on the proposed development plan, the Martha Co. went 
back to federal court in 2007 to force the county to take ac-
tion and abide by the original 1976 ruling.

In the 2007 ruling in favor of the Martha Co., the court 
said the county could only assess the environmental impact 
report on issues of public health and safety.

While protesting the judge’s authority to curtail the scope 

of an environmental impact report, opponents of the project 
have focused on the public-health and safety issues while 
also keeping attention on the issues of sensitive habitat.

In the last few years, several county and local agencies 
took issue with the elevation of a gravity-pressurized water 
tank for fi refi ghting purposes, as well as with the devel-
oper’s proposal to buy a conservation easement to mitigate 
impacts to threatened and endangered plant and animal 
species, though revisions to the plans submitted last June 
met the approval of county staff  and lawyers.

Last October, the Marin Board of Supervisors, feeling 
constrained by the federal rulings, reluctantly voted 3-2 to 
certify the environmental impact report and approve the 
Martha Co.’s modifi ed master plan.

However, the board also denied Martha Co.’s request for 
approval of a precise development plan and tentative map 
for the project, leaving many details — including maximum 
home sizes and heights — up in the air. 

The board decision prompted those on both sides of the 
issue to seek legal action. 

Tiburon Open Space, a group headed by Tiburon resident 
Jerry Riessen that seeks to preserve the Martha property 
as open space, in November fi led its suit challenging the 
board’s approval of the environmental impact report, call-
ing it “fatally fl awed” and saying it fails to comply with the 
fundamental dictates of the California Environmental Qual-
ity Act. 

Meanwhile, the Martha Co., irked by the supervisors’ re-
luctance to approve the precise development plan and tenta-

tive map, went back to federal court to challenge the board’s 
decision on that score. That challenge was rejected in March, 
but the Martha Co. appealed the ruling to the supervising 
judge, who has taken the appeal under advisement.

In a voicemail statement, Riessen welcomed the town’s in-
volvement in the Tiburon Open Space lawsuit. 

“I’m very happy Tiburon is going to help protect its resi-
dents from the impact of the project, so I think it’s very ap-
propriate and I’m delighted that they have joined in,” he said. 

In an email, Marin County Counsel Brian Washington 
said the county was “committed though to working with 
all the relevant stakeholders, including the town of Tiburon, 
within the constraints of the stipulated judgments.”

As for what might come of the lawsuit, Washington wrote, 
“It is hard to say at this juncture what the county’s position 
would be if the court ruled in favor of the committee/town 
on the (Environmental Quality Act) action. It would depend 
on the analysis in the ruling. The county would have to look 
at that analysis and determine next steps.”

For more information on the Easton Point project, sub-
scribe to alerts on the project at the county’s website via 
arkn.ws/EastonPointPlans. 

To review or obtain paper copies of the project fi le, visit 
the Marin Planning Commission’s public-service counter 
between 8 a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays through Thursdays in 
Suite 308 at the Marin Civic Center.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon local govern-
ment and community issues for more than 30 years. Reach 
her at 415-944-4634.

Develop, continued from page 1
———

walking their dog on the Tiburon bike path 
earlier that day, he had to drag the dog a bit 
to get it to move, and a lady started yelling 
at him that he was harming the dog. Advice 
was given.

Belvedere police log
Suggestive: 2:48 p.m. June 6, a San Ra-

fael Avenue caller reported a suspicious man 
at a park had been making gestures toward 
a nanny, started following her to her car and 
was touching himself inappropriately. Of-
fi cers determined there was no merit to the 
complaint.

Gotta go: 9:57 p.m. June 9, a Main Street 
yacht-club manager reported a man was 
trespassing at the club and would not leave. 
Offi  cers determined there was a dispute be-
tween the manager and the guest. A report 
was taken.

Evidence of the deed: 12:45 p.m. June 
10, a Beach Road caller reported an un-
known car backed into the caller’s car some-
time after 5 the previous evening. The caller 
said debris from the off ending car said “Jag-
uar.” A report was taken.

Camper van: 7:42 a.m. June 11, a Toyon 
Avenue caller reported a yellow van the 
caller hadn’t seen before had been parked 
overnight, and the caller thought someone 
might be sleeping in it. Offi  cers determined 
the interior of the car was designed for sleep-
ing and storage, but there was no one inside 
when they checked. No further action was 
taken.

Sheriff’s log: Tiburon Peninsula
Be professional: 11:37 a.m. June 6, a 

Tiburon Boulevard caller reported an at-
tendant at a gas station was rude and disre-
spectful and threatened to physically harm 
him. Deputies spoke with both parties and 
determined there was no merit to any crime. 
They were both advised to be professional 
within the business and to call the police for 
any future incidents.

Status update: 3:41 p.m. June 6, a Straw-
berry Village caller reported a man was on 

Facebook while driving. Deputies were un-
able to locate the man.

Quiet down: 9:20 p.m. June 7, a Jamaica 
Street caller reported a grinding noise com-
ing from a construction project, which was 
an ongoing issue. On arrival, deputies de-
termined a tile crew was wrapping up, and 
there was no loud construction going on. 
They were notifi ed of a noise ordinance.

Up to no good: 7:54 a.m. June 8, an Antil-
les Way caller reported a group of a dozen 
high-schoolers was standing at a bus stop, 
and they were spray painting in the area. 
Deputies spoke with the caller, who said it 
was an ongoing issue with children every 
morning lining up underneath his property 
for the bus stop. Advice was given.

Hunkering down: 4:26 p.m. June 8, a Ri-
cardo Road caller requested deputies check 
on a friend she had been trying to call for 
the past three weeks. The caller, who had 
not met the friend in person but said they 
were friends through work, said it was un-
like her not to answer. Deputies determined 
the friend was OK and was just was dealing 
with the fl u. She did not want to talk to any-
one and just wanted to rest.

Comes to fi sts: 6:08 p.m. June 8, a Reed 
Boulevard caller reported his father had 
been hitting him, leaving marks on him. 
Deputies determined there was mutual com-
bat between the dad and son over an argu-
ment, and neither wanted charges pressed. 
A report was taken for documentation.

Empty threat: 7:23 p.m. June 8, a Straw-
berry Village caller who works at a phar-
macy reported a man who was wearing 
sunglasses and a jacket zipped up to cover 
his mouth came up to the pharmacy and 
gave her a note requesting codeine or he 
would shoot her. The caller told the man the 
codeine was all on back-order, after which he 
left the store. The caller did not see a gun. A 
report was taken. 

Achy head: 12:28 p.m. June 9, a Straw-
berry Village caller reported a woman was 
sitting in front of a grocery store holding her 
head. The caller said the woman was refus-
ing to identify herself and said she had a mi-
graine. Deputies determined the woman had 
no signs of distress other than her headache.

Ding dong: 10:49 p.m. June 9, a Meda 
Lane caller reported six to eight boys start-
ed pounding on the caller’s house and then 
left down Reed Boulevard. The caller then 
got in her car and started following them. 
Deputies contacted six juveniles who were 
doorbell-ditching people in the neighbor-
hood. They were advised to return home, 
and they complied.

Home burglary: 1:19 p.m. June 10, a Car-
lotta Circle caller reported someone broke 
her bathroom window and ransacked her 
house. She added that the previous night at 2 
a.m., her dog was barking and she had seen 
an SUV parked out on the street, but she 
was unsure if it was related. Deputies deter-
mined the residence had been burglarized, 
with several pieces of jewelry and pearls 
taken, along with a pillowcase from the mas-
ter bedroom. The burglar exited through the 
rear door of the house. A report was taken.

Riding dirty: 2:21 p.m. June 10, a Straw-
berry Village caller reported a car that was 
parked next to hers at a shopping center 
might have hit her car while trying to park. 
The caller said the other car was very dirty, 
and there was damage and dirt on the 
caller’s rear bumper that wasn’t there pre-
viously. Deputies determined the damage 
on the other car seemed old, and there did 
not appear to be a paint transfer. California 
Highway Patrol offi  cers took command of 
the scene.

Get some rest: 3:19 p.m. June 10, a Hill-
crest Road caller reported her grandson who 
has mental-health issues hadn’t been eating, 
wasn’t sleeping and had been standing in the 
back yard for 2½ hours. Deputies contacted 
the subject, who said he had eaten that day 
and that he did not want to hurt himself or 
others. Advice was given to the caller.

Tanked: 6:08 p.m. June 10, a Redwood 
Highway frontage road caller reported a 
man wearing a Stephen Curry basketball 
jersey was being loud and was intoxicated. 
The caller was concerned because there 
were a lot of kids in the area and said the 
man was using foul language. Deputies 
contacted the man and determined he was 
allegedly intoxicated. He was arrested and 
transported to Helen Vine Detox Center. A 

report was taken.
Whiz kids: 8:12 p.m. June 10, a South 

Knoll Road caller reported people were 
drinking and urinating in the area. Deputies 
contacted the subjects and determined ev-
erything was OK. They moved along from 
the area. 

Sleep at sea: 8:33 p.m. June 10, a Semi-
nary Drive caller reported an old orange 
plastic kayak containing a stuff ed animal 
and a pillow was fl oating along the shore-
line. Deputies were unable to fi nd any identi-
fying marks to link it to an owner, and they 
were unable to retrieve it due to the water 
depth.

Gone girl: 12:38 a.m. June 11, a Straw-
berry Village caller who was crying report-
ed she was involved in a domestic-violence 
incident in which her husband hurt her 
after they had been driving from Newark to 
Tiburon. The woman said she was no longer 
in the car with him, gave her location, then 
said, “I’m sorry” and hung up. Deputies were 
unable to locate or contact the woman again.

Buy some albums: 3:22 p.m. June 12, an 
elderly Richardson Drive caller reported his 
internet had been hacked, and he then gave 
an unknown subject $300 in Apple iTunes 
gift cards. A report was taken.

Tiburon fire district log
Gas leak: 6:50 p.m. June 11, a Silverado 

Drive caller reported smelling gas and hear-
ing a faint hissing noise coming from the 
oven area of a kitchen. The caller said there 
were two elderly people in the home, and 
they needed assistance getting out. Crews 
arrived to fi nd gas leaking from the kitchen 
stove. The gas line was shut off , and the ap-
pliance was unplugged. The resident was 
advised to contact a licensed repair techni-
cian.

Southern Marin fire district log
No signifi cant incidents were reported.

Compiled by Matthew Hose. Police & Fire 
Reports includes items of note from public 
records and does not refl ect all activity. 
Nothing in these reports should be con-
strued as a fi nding of guilt.

Reports, continued from page 23
———


