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CORRECTIONS
The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifi cations by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark-
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652. 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

All three Tiburon Town Council incumbents up for re-
election in November have taken out nomination papers, 
the fi rst step toward retaining their seats for another 
term. 

As of The Ark’s press deadline July 30, none of those 
councilmembers — Jim Fraser, Alice Fredericks and Jon 
Welner — had fi led the papers ahead of the Aug. 10 dead-
line, and no challengers to their seats on the fi ve-member 
council had taken out or fi led papers. 

Fredericks and Welner have confi rmed they plan to 
run and will fi le. Fraser said he hadn’t made up his mind.

Members of the Town Council serve four-year terms. 
Fredericks would be running for her fourth term and 

Fraser for his third. Welner was appointed to the coun-
cil on an interim basis in February to replace Emmett 
O’Donnell, who resigned after eight years.

Community members can keep tabs on candidates by 
visiting townoftiburon.org and clicking on “Elections and 
Voter Information” under the “Government” tab. Viewers 
will be able to see who has t aken out or submitted nomi-
nation papers.

Those papers must be fi led at Tiburon Town Hall, 
which is open 8:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. Monday-Thursday. On 

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

As one local citizens group is gear-
ing up for a rally and informational 
session on its lawsuit over trail access 
at the undeveloped 110-acre Martha 
Co. property, a Marin Superior Court 
judge has granted the town of Tibu-
ron’s petition to join another group’s 
separate lawsuit against the county to 
invalidate the developer’s environmen-
tal impact report.

On July 25, Judge Roy O. Chernus 
ruled Tiburon could join the grass-
roots Tiburon Open Space lawsuit as 
a co-plaintiff . Last October, the Marin 

Board of Supervisors voted 3-2 to cer-
tify the environmental report and ap-
prove the master plan for the Martha 
Co.’s 43-lot subdivision, called Easton 
Point, on the southern Tiburon Ridge. 
The next month, Tiburon Open Space 
fi led suit to overturn the county’s cer-
tifi cation.

Jerry Riessen of Tiburon, who heads 
Tiburon Open Space, called the envi-
ronmental report “fatally fl awed” and 
said it “fails to comply with the funda-
mental dictates of the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act.” 

The town of Tiburon sought to join 
that lawsuit on the grounds that the 
development would have public health 

and safety impacts, ranging from 
traffi  c impacts to fi re and landslide 
dangers, that were not adequately ad-
dressed in the report.

Controversy over the Martha Co. 
property dates back to 1976, when the 
U.S. District Court approved a stipulat-
ed judgment awarding the Martha Co. 
the right to develop 43 lots.

After decades of development activi-
ty — and inactivity — on the proposed 
development plan, the Martha Co. went 
back to federal court in 2007 to force 
the county to take action and abide by 
the original 1976 ruling.

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The Tiburon Peninsula Chamber of 
Commerce has recruited its new execu-
tive director from the Foundation for 
Reed Schools.

DeAnn Barduson Biss, most recent-
ly vice president of events for the foun-
dation, took over the chamber job on 
July 23. She replaces Melanie Haddad, 
who has left the role after seven years 
to take a job at San Rafael-based edu-
cation nonprofi t 10,000 Degrees; in that 
role, Haddad will serve as assistant to 
the organization’s president and CEO, 
Kim Mazzuca, the board of directors 
and the executive team. 

Biss, 48, and her hus-
band, Matthew, have lived 
in Tiburon for six years. 
When her children were 
younger, she got involved 
in the Foundation for Reed 
Schools and, last year, be-
came responsible for put-
ting on the foundation’s 
annual fundraising events, 
including the Reed Regatta 
and Run for Reed.

Now that her son and daughter are 
14 and 12, respectively, Biss is ready to 
return to the business world, at least 
part-time.

When Haddad notifi ed chamber 
President Steve Sears she was leaving 

to take the 10,000 Degrees 
job, Sears called Biss. 

The two met when she 
decided to move the stag-
ing area for the Run for 
Reed race to downtown 
Tiburon and reached out to 
many local business lead-
ers to make that happen.

Sears asked Biss if she 
knew anyone interested in 

the role. Biss called back and said, “I’m 
interested.”

“Twenty-fi ve hours a week is good,” 
she said. “I’m not ready to suit up and 
go to Salesforce.”

Town gets OK to join lawsuit 
against Tiburon Ridge developer

 New chamber of commerce director looks to 
strengthen connection with local businesses 

———
See CANDIDATES, PAGE 15

———
See RIDGE, PAGE 15

———
See CHAMBER, PAGE 27

Volunteer 
Opportunity!

The Belvedere City Council will be considering an 
appointment to fi ll a vacancy on the following 
committee:

Belvedere-Tiburon Library Agency Board (one seat)

If you are interested in serving, please submit a letter 
of interest and a brief statement of qualifi cations 
by August 6th to the Mayor at City of Belvedere, 450 
San Rafael Ave., Belvedere, CA 94920-2336, or c/o 
clerk@cityofbelvedere.org. For more information, 
call 415-435-3838.

For more information, please call  
Zohre Grothe, Realtor 
Owner of Marin Land Company  
415-435-4428 or 415-847-9009
marinland@aol.com
www.marinlandcompany.com

 JUST LISTED Novato
Fantastic 4bd/3bth large family home
Great location. Just reduced: $1,199,000
PREMIER DOWNTOWN TIBURON 
6-unit luxury apartment: $4,200,000 Sold
JUST LISTED GREAT INVESTMENT San Rafael
4 unit residential apt. bldg.
2 and 3BD w/ 2BA, carports: $1,495,000
JUST LISTED San Francisco
9 units Victorian apartment building
Best location and great opportunity
$2,500,000 Just Sold
129 PALOMA STREET, SAN RAFAEL
5 Unit $2,300,000 Sold
64 LYFORD DRIVE, TIBURON
3BD, 2 1/2BA: $859,000 Sold
90 RED HILL CIRCLE, TIBURON
3BD, 3BA: $1,695,000 Sold

415.789.5239 Direct

415.254.0253 Mobile

www.MarinIsMyHome.com

1550 Suite U, Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon/Belvedere, CA

Jim Fraser, Realtor

election 2018

Filing period for Town Council, other 
local boards runs through Aug. 10

Citizens group to hold rally over second suit on trail access at Martha property

Biss

Tiburon council 
incumbents pull 
nomination papers
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   415  472-7105  

Bob Morey

 

Professional Evaluation

 Tree Sculpturing

 

Tree Preservation
r

 

Insect and Disease Control

 
www.marintrees.com

 

 

Specializing in Tree Preservation

Since 1976

MARIN TREE SERVICE INC.

Certified Arborist #176

Fully Insured
License 648230

 Proudly Serving the Tiburon 
Peninsula since 2002!

-- Clean and well-maintained storage units and drive-ups
-- State-of-the-art security system
-- Minutes from the Tiburon Peninsula   
-- Friendly, professional management
-- Competitive rates 
-- Right off Hwy. 101 North
-- Call for our specials

fordestorage.com 
   rupskraL ,yaW lairtsudnI 24

415-924-7144 
manager@fordestorage.com

Planning a remodel? 
Staging your home to put on the market?
Downsizing?
Need more room at your home or business?
Want your garage back?

Opponents have focused on the public-
health and safety issues while also keeping 
attention on the issues of sensitive habitat.

In the past few years, several county and 
local agencies took issue with the eleva-
tion of a gravity-pressurized water tank for 
fi refi ghting purposes, as well as with the 
developer’s proposal to buy a conservation 
easement to mitigate impacts to threatened 
and endangered plant and animal species; re-
visions to the plans submitted last June met 
the approval of county staff  and lawyers.

Though the voting majority of Marin su-
pervisors said they felt constrained by the 
federal rulings in certifying the environmen-
tal impact report and approving the Martha 
Co.’s modifi ed master plan last October, they 
denied approval of a precise development 
plan and tentative map for the project, leav-
ing many details — including maximum 
home sizes and heights — up in the air. 

The Martha Co. appealed the board’s deci-
sion in federal court, but the appeals were de-

nied, fi rst on March 7 by Judge Maria-Elena 
James of the U.S. District Court’s Northern 
California District, then in July by presiding 
Judge Saundra Brown Armstrong.

Fight for trail access
Meanwhile, a local citizens group called 

Trust will hold a rally and informational 
workshop at 7 p.m. Aug. 7 in council cham-
bers at Tiburon Town Hall about its separate 
lawsuit.

Trust — Tiburon-Belvedere Residents 
United to Save Trails — is taking the Martha 
Co. to court to assert a public right to access 
two miles of long-used recreational trails 
crisscrossing the Tiburon Ridge parcel.

Last September, the group fi led a com-
plaint claiming that — prior to a 1972 state 
law that greatly limited prescriptive ease-
ments — the general public had “openly 
walked, biked, trekked, hiked, jogged, run, 
picnicked, engaged in horseback riding and 
generally utilized the trails” within the par-
cel for a period of greater than fi ve years 
without objection from the owner. In 2000, 
the California Court of Appeal ruled that 

such uses for fi ve or more years before the 
1972 law still constitute an implied public 
right to use privately owned land.

Representatives of the Martha Co. say 
Trust is just trying to delay the property’s 
development and that there’s substantial evi-
dence that the land has always been restrict-
ed — including as leased, fenced-in grazing 
land for much of the 20th-century. They say 
hikers cut fences and ignore or remove post-
ed “no trespassing” signs. 

But Trust says the parcel owners have 
only been posting signs, restricting access 
and policing trails since late 2016.

Trust’s lawyers have taken nearly two 
dozen depositions, and the group is lining 
up a battery of 150 witnesses, including for-
mer Belvedere Mayor George Gnoss; former 
Tiburon Mayor Denis Rice; retired Marin Su-
perior Court Judge Richard Breiner, who was 
a Tiburon town attorney during the 1970s; 
Max Korten of Marin County Parks; Marin 
Conservation League President Nona Dennis; 
Robert Searns, an expert on trails; and for-
mer U.S. Army imagery expert David Ruiz, 
who possesses a large inventory of aerial im-

ages of Tiburon taken over several decades.
“We have 40-50 declarations from people, 

statements signed under oath, who have used 
the trails up there before March 1972,” said 
Williams Lukens of Tiburon, who is provid-
ing Trust with pro-bono legal counsel. “Some 
have hiked there the entire period of time.”

The case is headed to court Sept. 4, and 
Trust members say they want to brief sup-
porters on where things stand.

Member Richard Wodehouse and others, 
including local environmentalist Marty Grif-
fi n of Belvedere, will talk about the history 
of the trails and what Trust hopes to accom-
plish. Donations to the organization’s legal-
expenses fund also will be accepted at the 
rally.

For more information on the Easton Point 
project, subscribe to alerts on the project at 
the county’s website via arkn.ws/Easton-
PointPlans. 

To review or obtain paper copies of the 
project fi le, visit the Marin Planning Com-
mission’s public-service counter between 8 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Mondays through Thurs-
days in Suite 308 at the Marin Civic Center.

Aug. 10, the offi  ce will be open from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. 

The deadline is extended to Aug. 15 if any 
incumbent offi  ceholder does not fi le; Town 
Hall hours that day are 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

For more information about the council 
race, contact Town Clerk Lea Stefani at 415-
435-7377 or lstefani@townoftiburon.org.

The deadline to send in a voter-registra-
tion form for the Nov. 6 election is Oct. 22. 
However, anyone who hasn’t registered to 
vote by that date can go to the county Elec-
tion Department from Oct. 23 until Election 
Day to fi ll out a conditional voter registra-
tion and cast their ballot in person at the 
same time.

In addition to the open Town Council 
seats, there are 30 seats on 10 other local 
boards that will be up for grabs in the elec-
tion. 

Candidates for those seats may drop by 
the county’s Elections Department, Suite 
121 at the Marin Civic Center, between 8:30 
a.m. and 4:30 p.m. weekdays to pick up the 
required forms. Candidates can also visit 
marincounty.org/depts/rv to fi ll out an ap-
plication and have the necessary forms 
emailed to them.

Fire district boards
On the fi ve-member Tiburon Fire Protec-

tion District board of directors, where mem-
bers serve four-year terms, the seats of board 
members David Kirchhoff , Tom O’Neill and 
Cheryl Woodford are up this year. As of July 
30, no one had fi led nominations papers to 
run for one of the open seats, through Wood-
ward has taken out papers. The district 
mostly serves Tiburon south and east of 
Trestle Glen and the city of Belvedere.

Six seats on the seven-member Southern 
Marin Fire Protection District board are up 
for election: four four-year seats, currently 
occupied by Thomas Perazzo, Curt Chun, 
Stephen Willis and Daniel St. John, and 
two two-year seats, currently being held 
by Christina Waldeck and Peter Fleming. 
Incumbent Willis, who has been serving a 
four-year term, has decided to run for a two-
year term; he fi led July 19. Chun and Perazzo 
fi led to retain their four-year seats on July 
27. The Southern Marin fi re agency serves 
Tiburon north and west of Trestle Glen Bou-
levard, Strawberry and much of Southern 
Marin.

School district boards
On the Reed Union School District board 

of trustees, the three seats currently occu-

pied by Howard Block, Shirley Wangenheim 
and A.J. Brady are expiring. Wangenheim 
and Brady have both taken out nomination 
papers, but no one has fi led election papers 
in that race. The district serves Tiburon, 
Belvedere and East Corte Madera.

Three seats are open on the Mill Valley 
School District board of trustees, an elemen-
tary-school district that serves Strawberry. 
Incumbents Marco Pardi and Todd May 
fi led July 20 and July 25, respectively, while 
Emily Ulhorn has taken out but not fi led pa-
pers. 

Three seats also are up on the Tamalpais 
Union High School District board of trust-
ees. As of July 30, incumbents Chuck Ford, 
Dan Oppenheim and Kevin C. Saavedra had 
each taken out papers, but no one had fi led. 
The district includes Redwood High School, 
the main public high school for the greater 
Tiburon Peninsula.

One seat is opening on the Marin County 
Board of Education, Trustee Area 5, which 
includes the Reed Union School District. In-
cumbent Marilyn Nemzer of Tiburon fi led 
July 16.

Strawberry Recreation 
District board

Strawberry residents can vie for one of 
three open seats on the fi ve-member Straw-

berry Recreation District board of directors. 
The four-year terms of current board mem-
bers Jeff  Francis, Sylvia Marino and Peter 
Teese are all set to expire. Francis fi led his 
nomination papers July 18. 

Sanitary district boards
On the fi ve-member Sanitary District No. 

5 of Marin board, the terms Catharine Bene-
diktsson and Tod Moody are ending.  Moody 
fi led July 18; Benediktsson has declared her 
intention to run again. The San 5 district 
serves Belvedere and southern Tiburon.

Meanwhile, three four-year seats are up 
for election on the Richardson Bay Sani-
tary District board, those of Sue Benvenuti, 
Frank Trusheim and Ron Kosciusko. They 
fi led July 27, July 24 and July 20, respec-
tively. Challenger Sudhir Daru fi led July 25. 
The district serves northern and western 
Tiburon and all of Strawberry.

Marin Healthcare District board
In addition, there will be three open seats 

on the Marin Healthcare District board. The 
seats opening up are currently held by Jen-
nifer Hershon, Jennifer Rienks and Larry 
Bedard. Rienks is so far the only incumbent 
to have taken out papers; newcomer Brian 
Su has also taken out papers. 

Ridge, continued from page 5
———

Candidates, from page 5
———


