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To the locals who traversed its trails in 
the 1970s and the decades before, the 110-
acre parcel of land straddling the Tiburon 
Ridge wasn’t widely known as the Martha 
property. To many, it was just referred to as 
“open space.”

Sue LaFlamme-Lobedan, whose fam-
ily lived near the top of Ridge Road in the 
1960s, said it never occurred to her to ask 
permission to hike on the privately owned 
property. 

“I didn’t have reason to,” she said. “I 
thought it was open space. It was open.”

The citizens group Tiburon-Belvedere 
Residents United to Support Trails, or Trust, 
is suing the Martha Co. over the company’s 
recent eff orts to curb trespassing as it ramps 
up plans to turn the land into a 43-lot sub-
division. Trust is arguing the public estab-
lished a right to use the trails because it had 
been doing so continually for fi ve or more 
years without signifi cant objection before 
1972, when a state law greatly limited pre-
scriptive easements. In 2000, the California 
Court of Appeal ruled that such uses before 
the law went into eff ect still constitute an 
implied public right to use privately owned 
land.

Since the trial began Sept. 4 in Marin 
County Superior Court, LaFlamme-Lobedan 
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Though she declined to submit an offi  cial 
bid by the Aug. 24 deadline, the local owner 
and operator of the Tiburon-Angel Island 

ferry says she’s not removing her company 
from the running to provide the service and 
that she and her family “intend to continue 
ferrying the  public to Angel Island from 
Tiburon for decades to come.”

“Our not bidding should not be interpret-
ed as bowing out but as part of our strategy 
to ultimately reach an agreement that will 
provide for more people, not less people, 
to aff ordably visit Angel Island,” Tiburon 

resident and ferry Capt. Maggie McDonogh 
of the Angel Island-Tiburon Ferry Co. told 
The Ark Sept. 9.

It’s unclear how McDonogh intends to 
reach such an agreement with California 
State Parks, which wants to lock in a 20-
year contract out of Tiburon to ensure a re-
liable ferry provider in advance of its plans 

Ferry operator says she’ll fi ght to 
keep Tiburon-Angel Island service
Petition gains steam after she 
declined to bid on state contract

———
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MOVIE IN THE PARK: It was family night out on the 
lawn at Belvedere Community Park on Sept. 1 as residents 
gathered to watch Disney/Pixar’s ‘Up.’ The event was part 
of a series of Labor Day weekend events that started with 
Friday Nights on Main, then Saturday’s Movie in the Park, 
then Sunday’s Belvedere-Tiburon Labor Day Parade and the 
season’s fi nal Concerts in the Park.
More photos, page 16

LABOR DAY 
PARADE: Jake 
Baker of Tiburon 
and his 7th Sons 
Band make their 
annual appearance 
at the Belvedere-
Tiburon Labor Day 
Parade on Sept. 
2, which wound 
its way along 
downtown Tiburon 
Boulevard to Main 
Street to Beach 
Road ahead of the 
summer’s last Con-
certs in the Park in 
Belvedere.
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is one of more than two dozen wit-
nesses lawyers for Trust have called 
to testify about their historical use of 
the walking paths, which most notably 
include the Spanish and Ridge trails.

The trial continued this week with 
witnesses for the defense. 

Representatives of the Martha Co., 
which is owned and run by the John L. 
Reed family, say Trust is just trying to 
delay the property’s development. The 
Martha Co. maintains there’s substan-
tial evidence the land has always been 
restricted, including as leased, fenced-
in grazing land for much of the 20th 
century. They say hikers cut fences 
and ignore or remove posted “no tres-
passing” signs, though Trust has coun-
tered by saying the Martha Co. has 
only been posting signs, restricting ac-
cess and policing trails since late 2016.

Testimony focuses on 
use of trails

In questioning witnesses last week, 
lawyers for Trust focused on locals’ 
use of the trails on the property in the 
1960s and ’70s. Among those called 
was bestselling author and Fairfax 
resident Anne Lamott, who grew up 
in Tiburon. She said she would walk 
up Spanish Trail many times a week, 
hanging out in “the open space” two or 
three hours a day.

The area was a huge place to do 
cardboard-box sliding with other kids, 
she said. Or sometimes, she said, she 
would tag along with her father, writer 
Ken Lamott, when he went bird watch-
ing. 

“It was like our backyard,” she said. 
Lamott said they never asked per-

mission to the use the area and noted 
she would always see people hiking. 

“It was just public,” she said. “I didn’t 
actually know anyone owned it.” 

Mary Kyle of San Rafael, who grew 
up in Tiburon’s Bel Aire neighborhood, 
also said she spent a lot of her child-
hood up on the Martha property.

She said she would go hiking with 
friends and see people riding horseback 
in the area, while other kids would go 
up and play with cardboard slides. 

Like Lamott, Kyle said she and her 
friends never asked for permission, 
noting she never saw any no trespass-
ing or private property signs and never 
saw any barrier between what is now 
the Old St. Hilary’s Open Space Pre-
serve and the Reed property.

Ray Lynch of Paradise Drive said 
he grew up walking the ridge trails to 
school.

“At that time, walking that route, the 
whole ridge was open, everything from 
Trestle Glen to the end of the penin-
sula,” he said.

As a boy, he and the rest of his Boy 
Scout troop would chase each other 
all over the hills, he said. When he got 
his driver’s license, he and his friends 
would drive cars all over the dirt roads 
and the fi re road across camel backs 
— the name for the rise and fall of the 
Tiburon Ridge topography.

“It was sort of like a rite of passage 
to drive over there,” he said, adding he 
would see people jogging, hiking and 
relaxing.

Lynch said his family knew the Reed 
family, as he was in scouts with some of 
the family’s children. He said he never 
saw the Reeds patrolling the area and 
never saw any private-property signs.

Other witnesses who have testifi ed 
so far include retired Marin Superior 
Court Judge Richard Breiner, who was 
a Tiburon town attorney during the 
1970s and was involved in crafting 
an ordinance designed to protect its 
trails; former Belvedere Mayor George 
Gnoss; former Tiburon Mayor Denis 
Rice; Max Korten, director and general 
manager of Marin County Parks; and 
Marin Conservation League President 
Nona Dennis.

Witness scheduled for earlier this 
week included Robert Searns, a na-
tional expert on trails;  former U.S. 
Army imagery expert David Ruiz, 
who possesses a large inventory of 
aerial images of Tiburon taken over 

several decades; and longtime Tiburon 
residents Annelies Atchley and David 
Kirchhoff , a board member with the 
Tiburon Fire Protection District. 

Lawsuit latest obstacle in 
contentious development 

The Martha Co. has been involved 
in a contentious process to develop the 
Martha property since the 1970s. 

Last October, the Marin Board of 
Supervisors voted 3-2 to certify the 
environmental report and approve 
the master plan for the 43-lot subdivi-
sion, called Easton Point; however, the 
board denied the precise development 
plan and tentative map, leaving many 
details — including maximum home 
sizes and heights — up in the air.

The Martha Co. appealed the deci-
sion to the presiding federal judge, who 
ruled in the county’s favor. That rul-
ing means the Martha Co. must spend 
more money and time to prepare a pre-
cise development plan and tentative 
map and take them separately through 
the county’s land-use entitlement pro-
cess.

The lawsuit fi led by Trust isn’t the 
only legal action the property owners 
face. The month after the Board of Su-
pervisors’ vote, the grassroots organi-
zation Tiburon Open Space fi led suit 
to overturn the county’s certifi cation 
of the environmental impact report as 
“fatally fl awed.”

The town of Tiburon has joined that 
lawsuit as a co-plaintiff , alleging the 
development would have public health 
and safety impacts, ranging from 
traffi  c impacts to fi re and landslide 
dangers, that were not adequately ad-
dressed in the report.

That case has yet to be heard and no 
trial date has been set.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and com-
munity issues for more than 30 years. 
Reach her at 415-944-4634. Matthew 
Hose contributed to this report. 

Access, continued from page 1
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ported an elderly female driver hit mul-
tiple parked cars and ran over several 
posts in a restaurant parking lot. Depu-
ties determined the elderly woman had 
a suspended license due to a disability 
and ran into a curb, two concrete posts 
and two parked cleaning vans. The 
driver was uninjured and there was 
minor damage to her car. The Califor-
nia Highway Patrol handled the inci-
dent.

Smile! 10:48 p.m. Aug. 30, a Straw-
berry Village caller reported when he 
left work around 8:30 p.m. and started 
walking to his parked car, an SUV 
pulled up behind him, and the female 
driver pulled out an iPad and took a 
picture of him. Advice was given.

Rager out front: 11:26 a.m. Sept. 1, 
a Jamaica Street caller reported the pre-
vious night a bunch of teenagers threw 
several beer bottles on the caller’s roof, 
breaking several roof tiles. The caller 
said it was an ongoing issue with teen-
agers hanging out in the street, drink-

ing and making noise. Extra patrols 
were granted for the area.

Living with the culprit: 12:39 
p.m. Sept. 1, a caller reported she and 
her husband had locked up their Jamai-
ca Street home before heading to Stin-
son Beach the previous day, but when 
they came home they found alcohol 
bottles left in the house. Additionally, 
a stick that had been holding the bath-
room window closed had been broken 
in half. Deputies determined the cou-
ple’s son and his friends had thrown a 
party at the house. The caller did not 
want to pursue charges once they dis-
covered it was their son.

Clean record: 9:46 a.m. Sept. 2, a 
Strawberry Village caller reported two 
people walked out of a grocery store 
with about $400 in Tide and other 
soaps without paying, then left in a car 
with paper plates. A report was taken.

Tiburon fire district log
Oil leak: 2:28 p.m. Sept. 4, person-

nel responded to a report of fl uid leak-
ing from a car. The owner notifi ed 
crews of a small leak, and they applied 

absorbent to the area underneath. The 
owner said they would handle the 
issue.

Southern Marin fire district log
Roll over: 1:13 p.m. Aug. 30, crews 

responded to a report a driver had 
driven off  Highway 101 and rolled over 
onto the Redwood Highway frontage 
road. The driver was able to get out of 
the car and was conscious and alert. 
After further evaluation, the driver 
was transported to the hospital.

On the fritz: 8:26 a.m. Aug. 31, per-
sonnel responded to a report of smoke 
coming out of a commercial oven in a 
Strawberry Village restaurant. Crews 
determined it was an issue with the 
motor on the oven. The power and gas 
were shut off , and the manager was ad-
vised to contact a technician.

Compiled by Matthew Hose. Police & 
Fire Reports includes items of note 
from public records and does not 
refl ect all activity. Nothing in these 
reports should be construed as a fi nd-
ing of guilt.
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