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Disputed property on sale for $110 mil
Lawsuits have stalled 43-home, 110-acre Easton Point subdivision plan on Tiburon Ridge for decades

JASON WELLS PHOTOS JASON WELLS PHOTOS 

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

Voting is underway for the Nov. 6 
general election, which features sev-
eral key local board races  and bal-

lot measures, a high-profi le race to 
succeed Jerry Brown as California’s 
governor and a slew of statewide 
propositions governing everything 

The peninsula resident’s 
guide to the Nov. 6 ballot

———
See ELECTION, PAGE 16

By MATTHEW HOSEBy MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.commhose@thearknewspaper.com
——————

A prized 110-acre piece of land near A prized 110-acre piece of land near 
the southern tip of the Tiburon Peninsula the southern tip of the Tiburon Peninsula 
that has been mired in controversy since that has been mired in controversy since 
its owners fi rst started trying to develop its owners fi rst started trying to develop 
it in the 1970s is now up for sale for $110 it in the 1970s is now up for sale for $110 
million.million.

The Martha Co. property, called Easton The Martha Co. property, called Easton 
Point, si ts atop the southern Tiburon Ridge Point, si ts atop the southern Tiburon Ridge 
and features sweeping views from the and features sweeping views from the 
Richmond-San Rafael Bridge to the Bay Richmond-San Rafael Bridge to the Bay 
Bridge, Angel Island, San Francisco city Bridge, Angel Island, San Francisco city 
skyline, Golden Gate Bridge, Marin Head-skyline, Golden Gate Bridge, Marin Head-
lands, Sausalito and Belvedere. It’s being lands, Sausalito and Belvedere. It’s being 
marketed by Golden Gate Sotheby’s Inter-marketed by Golden Gate Sotheby’s Inter-

national Realty to a mega-buyer who would national Realty to a mega-buyer who would 
want to build one single-family home and want to build one single-family home and 
allow the rest of the land to remain open allow the rest of the land to remain open 
space for the public to enjoy.space for the public to enjoy.

However, any purchaser would also have However, any purchaser would also have 
the right to build at least 43 houses on the the right to build at least 43 houses on the 
property under entitlements affi  rmed by property under entitlements affi  rmed by 
court rulings that date back to 1976 — court rulings that date back to 1976 — 
though lawsuits have accompanied nearly though lawsuits have accompanied nearly 
every step of the process since then, includ-every step of the process since then, includ-
ing several still pending.ing several still pending.

“If we get big developers, it’s not going “If we get big developers, it’s not going 
to be an easy ride for them,” said Lydia to be an easy ride for them,” said Lydia 
Sarkissian, a Tiburon real-estate agent Sarkissian, a Tiburon real-estate agent 
who is co-listing the property with Bill who is co-listing the property with Bill 
——————
See See LAND, PAGE 19LAND, PAGE 19

fall back
Revel in an extra 

hour of sleep: Day-
light saving time 
officially ends at 2 
a.m. Nov. 4 —  but 
you can get a head 
start by setting 
your clocks back 
one hour before 
you go to bed on 
Saturday night.

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Michelin-starred celebrity chef 
Michael Mina’s restaurant group 
is about to face its fi rst big test in 
Tiburon, as plans for its waterfront 

space at Tiburon Boulevard and Main 
Street — which include a 2 a.m. clos-
ing time, outdoor music and valet 
parking — go up for a public hearing 
in two weeks.

First public hearing on Mina 
restaurant plans set for Nov. 14

———
See MINA, PAGE 19
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LOCAL. TRUSTED. CARING.

Laura Belluomini MSN, 
RN, CCM 
Founder-Marin Home Care

Marin Home Care helped 
my family during 

Available Live-In, Daily, Hourly,
Weekends & Holidays.

HCO# 214700021

laura@marinhomecare.com

www.marinhomecare.com

(415) 712-1917 Memory and
Respite Care

Case Management

Senior Care

Concierge Services

24/7 & Hourly Care

Meal Planning

Housekeeping

Hygiene Assistance

We're coming together with 
our friends at Smith 
Devereux and Napa Valley 
Distillery to bring you a not 
so traditional Thanksgiving. 
We'll start with a cocktail 
reception, followed by a 
multi-course dinner paired 
with our favorite wines.

Saturday, November 17έέ 
4:30 PM

To purchase tickets, visit our 
website: samscafe.com/happenings 

FRIENDSGIVING 
DINNER PARTY

Bullock. “But we’re focused on one buyer that is sensitive 
to the environment and sensitive to locals. They do exist 
out there.”

The property has been owned by a consortium of heirs 
of the John L. Reed family since the early 20th century. 
They have been trying to build the subdivision since 1975.

Mark Reed, a Lyford Cove resident and one of the Mar-
tha Co. heirs, said the family felt it made sense to put the 
land on the market to see what kind of response they get, 
noting he has heard some interest in buying the property.

Reed declined to comment on whether he was in favor 
of having just one home built on the property instead of 
the 43 homes the Martha Co. had been planning for. He 
added, however, the company would still actively be pur-
suing approval from the Marin County Board of Super-
visors for the company’s precise development plan for a 
43-home subdivision. Supervisors approved the environ-
mental impact report and master plan for the subdivision 
last October, but grassroots group Tiburon Open Space 
has sued to invalidate the impact report and was later 
joined in that suit by the town of Tiburon; they claim 
the development would have public health and safety 
impacts, from traffi  c to fi re to landslide dangers, not ad-
equately addressed in the report.

Under its previous incarnation as the Last Chance 
Committee, Tiburon Open Space helped raise $9 million 
to protect 122 acres now known as the Old St. Hilary’s 
Open Space Preserve. The group has been attempting 
for years to prevent development at Easton Point and has 
tried to get the Martha Co. to sell the property so it can 
be added to the Old St. Hilary’s preserve.

Reed said he has “had every open-space interest group 
say they want to buy it, and none of them have made an 

Land, continued from page 1
———

At 7:30 p.m. Nov. 14 at Tiburon Town 
Hall, the Ti buron Planning Commis-
sion is slated to consider a conditional 
use permit application by the landlord, 
A&C Ventures, for a full-service res-
taurant, bar and lounge at 5 Main St., 
most recently occupied by Guaymas 
Mexican restaurant. 

Mina’s restaurant-management com-
pany, the Mina Group, is seeking to:

• Reduce the seating from 412 to 
273.

• Put in a new bar on the second 
level.

• Expand the operating hours to 
7 a.m.-2 a.m. daily; Guaymas opened 
at 11 a.m. daily and closed at 9 p.m. 
Sundays-Thursdays, 10 p.m. Fridays-
Saturdays. 

• Install new open-air trellis struc-
tures with retractable awnings on the 
ground fl oor and second-fl oor outdoor 
patio areas.

• Install outdoor speakers for “soft 
ambient music” on both levels.

• Provide for valet parking.
A billiards room and “audiophile” 

room shown on the plans fi led with 
Tiburon’s Community Development 
Department on Sept. 27 are among the 
few hints about what Mina also has in 
store.

Those plans show exterior and in-
terior renovations including confi gu-
rations of beverage service, seating, 

kitchen and utility layouts on both 
the 5,477-square-foot fi rst fl oor and 
2,815-square-foot second fl oor.

The restaurant would have an eleva-
tor and make much more use of the sec-
ond fl oor than Guaymas did, the plans 
suggest.

The plans also include a trellis that 
could require a variance for exceeding 
the height limit.

The design elements combined with 
a proposed 7 a.m. opening suggest the 
Mina Group is interested in drawing a 
daily breakfast crowd, while the 2 a.m. 
closing and second bar may seek to at-
tract night owls to an upscale cocktail 
lounge.

But there’s no word yet on the cuisine 
or concept. Mina Group spokeswoman 
Jamie Law said the company likely 
would not reveal those details until 
next year, ahead of the restaurant’s 
planned opening next summer.

Mina, who lives in Nicasio, told 
Marin Magazine in 2009 that if he ever 
opened a restaurant in the county, “it 
would be the quaint, family-style Ital-
ian restaurant that my wife, Diane, has 
always dreamed of opening and run-
ning.”

That concept seemed unlikely for 
Tiburon, with Servino Ristorante 
next door and Don Antonio Trattoria 
around the corner. Mina Group Presi-
dent Patric Yumul responded in Sep-
tember to an email from a Tiburon 
resident— who then posted it on neigh-
borhood website Nextdoor.com — that 

the new restaurant will not have an 
Italian menu. 

The Ark could not reach Yumul for 
comment, and all media correspon-
dences are being directed through Law.

But in fi tting with Mina’s previous 
statement, there is also some specula-
tion that he and his wife could bring 
their Cow Hollow restaurant, Diane’s 
Bloody Mary — or a variation of it — 
to Tiburon. The pop-up brunch spot 
is run by Diane Mina, the chef and a 
fi xture behind the bar, and includes a 
small kitchen-goods shop with her own 
branded line of gardening tools, cloth-
ing and bottles of bloody mary mixers. 
Diane’s Bloody Mary, with casual food 
embraced by locals and white table-
cloths suitable for formal timing, is in 
a space offi  cially known as the Mina 
Test Kitchen, meaning that by design it 
will either go away or be expanded into 
a regular restaurant elsewhere to make 
room for Mina’s next test concept.

Plans and application materials for 
the project are available for review 
at the Tiburon Community Develop-
ment Department at Tiburon Town 
Hall, 1505 Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon, CA 
94920. Questions regarding the project 
should be directed to Tiburon Associ-
ate Planner Kyra O’Malley at 415-435-
7397 or komalley@townoftiburon.org. 

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on 
Tiburon local government and com-
munity issues for more than 30 years. 
Reach her at 415-944-4634.

Mina, continued from page 1
———

Find out what is happening in your community.  Subscribe to The Ark! Call us at 415-435-2652.

———
See LAND, PAGE 20
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Volunteer  
Opportunity!

The Belvedere City Council will be considering 
an appointment to fill vacancies on the following 
committees:

If you are interested in serving, please submit a letter 
of interest and a brief statement of qualifications by 
November 5th to the Mayor at City of Belvedere, 450 

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

Expert Housecleaning

518-4516 or 454-3155

TWICE
 AS CLEAN

JOSEPH RENNER

Phone: 415-305-5748
Email: josephrenner@comcast.net

PRIVATE CHEF

The Largest Marin-Based Alarm Company

Same ownership for 27 years.

Mill Valley   388-5355
San Rafael  459-1122

State Contractor’s License #426887
Alarm Operator’s License #AC0219

off er” worth considering.
Jerry Riessen, the leader of Tiburon 

Open Space, said that’s not true, claim-
ing his group has made a full-value 
off er to buy the property, but it would 
fi rst need an appraisal. 

Riessen said the Martha Co. has de-
clined multiple times to work with the 
group to get that appraisal. 

“We will pay for the appraisal, but 
they need to participate in the process,” 
Riessen said.

Family says lawsuits had no 
impact on decision

In addition to the pending suit over 
the environmental impact report, the 
property is currently the subject of a 
lawsuit from a citizens group called 
Tiburon-Belvedere Residents United to 
Save Trails, or Trust, which is assert-
ing a public right to access 2 miles of 
trails across the land. 

Trust is arguing the public estab-
lished a right to use the trails because 
it had been doing so continually for 
fi ve or more years without signifi cant 
objection before 1972, when a state 
law greatly limited prescriptive ease-
ments. In 2000, the California Court 
of Appeal ruled that such uses before 
the law went into eff ect still constitute 
an implied public right to use privately 
owned land.

Reed previously called the lawsuit 
“blackmail” and said it was simply an 
attempt to stop development and force 
a sale to open-space interests.

Richard Wodehouse, a Spanish Trail 
Road resident and president of Trust, 
questioned the timing of the real-estate 
listing, noting it comes right as both 
sides submitted their fi nal briefi ngs to 
the judge in that suit.

“We wonder what the motivation is 
for the seller,” he said. “Is it to raise the 
price in the public’s mind?”

It was unclear by The Ark’s press 
deadline how the property listing 
would aff ect the lawsuit — though 
Reed saying the family will continue 
to seek its subdivision entitlements 
suggests it will continue its defense in 
the suit. A ruling from Marin County 
Superior Court Judge Roy Chernus is 
pending. 

Reed said the ongoing lawsuits did 
not factor into the decision to put the 
land on the market; other members of 
the Reed family declined or did not re-
spond to requests for comment.

Wodehouse also said he is skeptical 
of any plan to build only one home on 
the lot. He said in the past Reed has 
threatened to scrap plans for the 43-
unit subdivision and instead just sell 
it to one person who would develop it 
with a single-family home, not subject 

to the conditions of the current envi-
ronmental impact report. He claims 
Reed then remarked to him: “And then 
you’ll lose it all.”

“What we consider the rights of the 
public to use these trails that the public 
has used … forever does not change 
whether it’s a subdivision of 43 homes 
or one owner,” Wodehouse said.

Possibility of one home 
intrigues locals

Riessen said having just a single 
home would be a “huge improvement” 
over the current proposal for 43 homes, 
but he said he wants to see a specifi c 
plan before he celebrates.

“This is a huge change from their 
previous eff ort, and I gather it’s be-
cause they’ve done so poorly in the 
courts,” Riessen said. “So we’ll have to 
see really what their plan is, what this 
supposed single buyer really entails. 
But this is a big change, and there’s 
a lot of questions that need to be an-
swered fi rst.”

Marin County Supervisor Kate 
Sears, whose District 3 covers Tiburon, 
said she found the idea of building just 
one home and leaving the rest open 
space “fascinating.”

“We’d have to see,” Sears said. “The 
devil’s always in the details, but it’s cer-
tainly an interesting idea, and I guess 
I say kudos to them if they’re open to 
that.”

Sears noted any development there 
has a long way to go, as it still needs 
county approval for its precise develop-
ment plan. 

“I’ve really been hoping that the 
Reed family would work with the com-
munity to come up with a solution that 
is in the interest of the larger commu-
nity as a whole, and I’ve been really 
disappointed that they haven’t done 
that,” Sears said.

While the county was forced by a 
federal judge to allow general plans for 
the Martha Co. to develop 43 homes 
on the ridge, it rejected the company’s 
precise development plan for the site, 
which specifi es details like home and 
lot sizes. The company sued to over-
rule that decision and lost earlier this 
year, then appealed that decision and 

lost in July.
Ed Lynch, a Tiburon resident and 

senior vice president at Compass 
real-estate brokerage, agreed that a 
scaled-down plan would likely be more 
palatable to the neighborhood.

“If somebody came in that was rea-
sonable and had a reasonable plan to 
build one or two or three homes and 
(the rest) was open space … I think the 
community would probably embrace 
that,” Lynch said.

Lynch said $110 million seemed like 
a lot of money to build just one home 
but noted he has “not ceased to be 
amazed” at how much real estate can 
sell for in Marin. 

“There are so few vacant land (sites) 
in Marin that it’s just a really kind of 
diffi  cult thing for most people to wrap 
their head around,” Lynch said. “But I 
think with the location and the amount 
of money out in the world today, that 
property might appeal to a cadre of 
buyers.”

At $1 million per acre, the property 
is similar in size and price to the unde-
veloped land recently listed as part of 
late Microsoft co-founder Paul Allen’s 
estate. That property — 120 acres for 
$150 million, or $1.25 million per acre 
— is located in Los Angeles’ Beverly 
Crest area. An adjacent 97-acre proper-
ty, with plans for a 75,000-square-foot 
mansion, is on the market for $250 mil-
lion, or $2.58 million per acre.

Both of those properties are being 
listed by Beverly Hills-based real estate 
fi rm Hilton & Hyland, which is also co-
listing the Martha Co. property.

Sarkissian said the price point on 
this listing would put Tiburon and Bel-
vedere on the “global map” that would 
attract a new kind of mega-buyer to the 
Tiburon Peninsula.

“Those kinds of numbers, we’ve only 
heard about them in the Silicon Valley, 
and now we’re hoping that we’ll bring 
this area to a diff erent level,” Sarkis-
sian said.

Riessen, however, said he thought 
the property would “languish” at the 
current asking price. He said his orga-
nization would still be open to purchas-
ing the property if the owners would 
“listen to real numbers.”

Golden Gate Sotheby’s is also list-
ing a 14-acre vacant plot of land called 
Bluff  Point, situated on the 2800 block 
of Paradise Drive on the southeastern 
tip of the Tiburon Peninsula. How-
ever, the listing price of that property, 
which comes with approved plans for 
a 15,000-square-foot residence, recently 
came down from $37 million to $29 
million.

Reporter Matthew Hose covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts 
and public safety issues on the Tiburon 
Peninsula. Reach him at 415-944-4627.

Land, continued from page 19
——— ‘

We’ll have to see 
really what their 
plan is, what this 

supposed single buyer 
really entails. But this is a 
big change, and there’s a 
lot of questions that need 
to be answered fi rst.”

— Jerry Riessen of Tiburon Open Space, 
which is working to preserve the Easton 

Point land that’s now on the market


