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By Melanie Mason
Los Angeles Times 

It was Gavin’s big moment. But 
first it was Jennifer’s.

An hour after her husband was 
elected California’s next governor, 
Jennifer Siebel Newsom took the 
stage alone at his Los Angeles vic-
tory party to extol his win and 
welcome — in English and Span-
ish — all Californians to their ex-
tended family.

It’s not uncommon for a po-
litical spouse to play election-

night emcee. Less common was 
the message staring back at her 
on the electric-pink T-shirts of a 
cluster of audience members: WE 
LOVE GAVIN + JEN.

California’s first couple now 
finds themselves navigating noto-
riously thorny territory: political 
spouses who share double billing. 
The Bill and Hillary Clinton era 
showed how “two for the price of 
one” could simultaneously evoke 
a power couple’s combination of 
talents and a presumptuous ele-
vation of an unelected wife.

And it gets even thornier. Siebel 
Newsom, who has built her public 
persona as a documentary film-
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Siebel Newsom steps into spotlight
State’s next first lady aims  
to leave her mark on post
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Gavin Newsom and his wife Jennifer Siebel Newsom wave to 
supporters at an election night event on Nov. 6.  

By Geoff Mulvihill
The Associated Press

Governors have a wide range of 
priorities they want to tackle in 
the coming year, from tax reform 
to education. Yet it’s a topic that 
receives less attention on the cam-
paign trail and in their speeches 
that could determine their suc-
cess — natural disasters.

In the last two years alone, 
storms and natural disasters have 
killed scores of people, damaged 
or destroyed tens of thousands of 
homes and cost tens of billions of 
dollars.

Wildfires in the West and hur-
ricanes in the South have been 
especially destructive, and sci-
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As this region still reels from 
the worst fire in California his-
tory, educators are faced with 
the challenging task of reopen-
ing schools even as the firefighters 
continue their work and searchers 
scour the area for more victims.

Butte County’s countywide 
public school system has been 
closed since the start of the Camp 
fire Nov. 8. Officials said the hope 
is to reopen Dec. 3.

They are working to identify 
replacement classroom space for 
schools that were burned to ashes 
during the fire.

Paradise Unified School Dis-
trict was hardest hit, with mul-
tiple school buildings lost to the 
fires. Charter schools in the area 
also suffered.
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POINT REYES SEASHORE

Tule elk, rancher conflict reemerges
By Will Houston
whouston@marinij.com 
@Will_S_Houston on Twitter

Given that humans nearly 
caused tule elk to go the way of 
the grizzly bear in California, it’s 
no surprise that the Point Reyes 
National Seashore’s recent pro-
posal to kill some elk to reduce 

conflicts with ranches in the park 
has raised eyebrows.

But in most other regions of the 
state, it’s the primary way to man-
age herd sizes and prevent con-
flicts, so much so that the state is 
now considering whether to allow 
more of it. And it is not a new idea 
for the national seashore, where it 
was proposed by an independent 
scientific advisory panel in 1993.

Whereas the state uses hunt-
ing to manage the elk population, 
the national park is proposing its 

staff relocate or lethally remove 
tule elk, specifically those within 
the free-roaming Drakes Beach 
herd, which has caused head-
aches for ranchers and dairy op-
erators who lease land on the pen-
insula.

This proposal is nowhere near 
finalized, park staff say, and is un-
dergoing public review through 
the end of the month.

The park is considering relocat-
ing or culling some free-roaming 
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Leonardo was born in 1452 
in the Tuscan town of Vinci, 
Italy, and died in Amboise, 
France, in 1519. PAGE A21
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Italy livid about deal to 
loan works to Louvre

The kingdom, which has offered 
conflicting accounts of the kill-
ing, denies the crown prince had 
any involvement. PAGE A18
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InSight should provide our 
best look yet at Mars’ deep 
interior, following its arrival to 
the planet’s surface. PAGE A14 
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Lander will add to our 
fascination with Mars
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San Marin High School’s Zak Cunningham runs away from St. Bernard’s defenders during San Marin’s thrilling 49-47 win in the 
North Coast Section Division IV quarterfinals in Novato on Saturday. San Marin defeated the Eureka team on a 20-yard touchdown 
pass from quarterback Matt Sargent to receiver Garrett Franz with less than a second remaining. St. Bernard’s had scored a touch-
down with less than a minute remaining to take a 47-42 lead. STORY IN SPORTS C1
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SAN MARIN WINS THRILLER
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