
Wednesday
Sausalito: City Council, 7 
p.m., City Hall, 420 Litho 
St. Website: sausalito.gov. 
The council will consider 

hiring an outside agency 
to keep track of short-
term rentals and help with 
enforcement of a ban on 
those businesses.
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A driver was killed 
and a CHP officer was in-
jured Saturday morning 
on Highway 101 in Sau-
salito when the motorist 
crashed into a patrol car 
at the scene of a previous 
accident, the CHP said.

Officers in a patrol car 
came upon an SUV just be-
fore 8 a.m. that was block-
ing the southbound slow 
lane near Spencer Ave-
nue after it spun out and 
collided with an object, 
breaking its front axle. 
After calling for a tow 
truck, officers began put-
ting down flares to warn 
oncoming vehicles.

One officer was about 
100 feet in back of the pa-
trol car and a second of-
ficer was getting more 
safety equipment out of 

the unit when a Toyota 
Corolla traveling in one 
of the left lanes lost con-
trol and struck the patrol 
vehicle. The second officer 
jumped into the back seat 
just as the Toyota slammed 
into the patrol car.

The driver was extri-
cated from the vehicle by 
Southern Marin Fire Dis-
trict personnel, and trans-
ported to Marin General 
Hospital where she died.

The identity of the 
driver is being withheld 
pending notification of 
next of kin.

The officer was trans-
ported to Marin General 
Hospital where he was 
treated for moderate inju-
ries and released.

The accident blocked 
three lanes for a time. All 
lanes were cleared at ap-
proximately 12:30 PM.

SAUSALITO

Driver killed  
when vehicle 
hits CHP car

“This is the equivalent 
to setting up a school dis-
trict in two weeks. There 
are a lot of logistics, and 
we want to assure you that 
we’re on it,” Mary Sakuma, 
deputy superintendent at 
the Butte County Office of 
Education, said last week.

Authorities are also as-
sembling trauma coun-
selors to be available at 
schools.

“This is not just about 
buildings,” she said. “Our 
staff, parents and students 
have undergone tremen-
dous trauma. We can’t just 
come back to school after 
Thanksgiving like we used 
to.”

Paradise Unified is now 
operating out of a tempo-
rary location and said in 
a letter to parents several 
days ago that it was on the 
hunt for classroom space.

“We can tell you that 
we have secured loca-
tions within Butte County 
that will allow us to have 
PUSD teachers in class-
rooms with PUSD stu-
dents. We are also work-
ing on eliminating trans-
portation barriers for our 
PUSD students so that they 
will be able to get to these 
new sites,” the letter said.

School officials have 
been asking for donations 
and other forms of support. 
Rancho Santa Fe business-
man Bob Wilson has prom-
ised to donate $1 million to 
Paradise High School, one 
of the few campuses to sur-
vive the flames.

The fire burned more 
than 12,000 homes in the 
Paradise area and left 
more than 80 dead with 
hundreds still missing.

Educators in the areas 
burned by the Woolsey fire 
in Southern California are 
dealing with less dire but 
also difficult issues.

Schools in Malibu sur-
vived almost intact but 
they got very dirty, and 
cleanup efforts will keep 
campuses closed even as 
residents are allowed to 
return to their properties.

The fire killed three peo-
ple, burned nearly 97,000 
acres and destroyed 1,600 
structures. Malibu’s four 
schools have been closed 
since Nov. 9, when they 
were included in the man-
datory evacuation zones.

The tentative date to re-
open Webster Elementary 
is Nov. 28. Point Dume 
Marine Science School is 
scheduled to reopen Dec. 
3. Juan Cabrillo Elemen-
tary School should be 
ready between Dec. 3 and 
Dec. 5, pending results of 
air testing inside and out-
side for traces of lead, as-
bestos and polychlorinated 
biphenyls, or PCBs. Malibu 
High will be back in busi-
ness between Dec. 4 and 
Dec. 10.

T he d is tr ic t  had 
planned a swifter reopen-
ing but slowed down out of 
an abundance of caution, 
spokeswoman Gail Pin-
sker said.

“We are hearing from 
parents that they want 
thorough cleaning and 
testing, which we plan, 
but the cleaning and test-
ing and waiting for results 
take a day to more than a 
week,” she said.

Three other districts 
in the region also had 
closed campuses. Schools 
in Conejo Valley Unified, 
Oak Park Unified and Las 
Virgenes Unified are aim-
ing to reopen Monday.

Residents who had to 
evacuate included Las Vir-
genes Supt. Daniel Stepe-
nosky, who estimated that 
about 90 families with 
district students lost their 
homes, as did two staff 
members.

Distributed by Tribune 
News Service.
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FROM PAGE 1

Find us on Facebook Badge CMYK / .ai

elk because its now 20-year-
old elk management plan 
does not provide direction 
on how to deal with the 
ranch conflicts, park staff 
and researchers say.

“Quite a bit has hap-
pened,” Point Reyes Na-
tional Seashore wildlife 
ecologist Dave Press said 
about the changes to elk 
herds since the 1998 assess-
ment. “… The 1998 (environ-
mental assessment) did not 
anticipate that elk would 
move on to park ranches. It 
doesn’t provide us any guid-
ance of how to manage elk 
on those ranched areas.”

1998 plan
The 1998 management 

plan primarily focuses on 
the park’s northernmost 
Tomales Point herd, which 
resides within an enclosed 
habitat and hasn’t caused 
issues with ranches due to 
its distance.

One researcher argues in 
a 2015 journal article that 
this lack of guidance may 
have been more of a politi-
cal decision and seemingly 
ignored more than a cen-
tury of documented con-
flicts between elk and ranch 
property.

In her article, Sonoma 
State University Geology, 
Environment and Plan-
ning Department professor 
Laura Watt found in inter-
views with former federal 
and UC Berkeley research-
ers that park staff were well 
aware and “willfully ig-
nored” that the park’s deci-
sion to create free-roaming 
herds would likely result in 
elk migrating to pastoral 
lands due to their abundant 
grazing land and water.

“(Former U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey wildlife ecolo-
gist Judd) Howell specu-
lates that it was intended 
to avoid any political uproar 
by ‘kicking the can down 
the road,’ ” Watt wrote.

If that was indeed the 
case, the issue has re-
emerged.

Environmental organiza-
tions like the Center for Bi-
ological Diversity and the 
Research Renewal Institute 
have criticized the National 
Park Service for seemingly 
prioritizing economic in-
terests of ranch operations 
over protecting public land 
and the wildlife that exists 
within it. They have also 
been critical of the park’s 
management of elk, claim-
ing that its practices have re-
sulted in elk deaths and sup-
pressed population recovery.

This contention ended up 
in the courtroom in 2016. 
As part of a settlement in 
the case, the National Park 
Service is now reviewing 
amendments to its general 
management plan, includ-
ing several proposals in-
cluding lethal removal of 
elk and removing ranches.

Removing ranches may 
become more difficult fol-
lowing their designation 
in the National Register of 
Historic Places last month, 
though the classification ap-
plies to the ranches’ phys-
ical structures more than 
their operations. At the 
same time, the U.S. Senate 
is set to consider a bill by 
Rep. Jared Huffman, D-San 
Rafael, that would extend 
the ranch leases to 20-year 
terms — fulfilling a 2012 
policy directive by former 
U.S. Interior Secretary Ken 
Salazar.

Ranchers, meanwhile, 
say their operations and elk 

can coexist, but say more 
tools are needed to avoid 
the financial and physi-
cal damage that elk have 
caused to their livelihoods.

The Marin Conserva-
tion League also holds the 
stance that the ranches and 
elk can coexist.

“Elk is certainly a cen-
tral issue, but it is being 
portrayed by some as an ei-
ther/or proposition — i.e., 
either elk or cattle. Not that 
simple!” the league’s Parks 
and Open Space Commit-
tee chairperson Nona Den-
nis said in a statement. 
“Elk herds, under any al-
ternative, will continue in 
wilderness areas. The cen-
tral questions focus on the 
Drakes Beach free-rang-
ing herd that conflicts with 
ranching and how to man-
age that herd.”

‘Conflicted landscape’
Nearly a half-million tule 

elk were estimated to roam 
the state prior to the 19th 
century. Today that number 
hovers around 5,700 tule 
elk ranging from southern 
Mendocino County to Santa 
Barbara. There are about 
660 tule elk in the Point 
Reyes National Seashore.

Humans coveted the 
elk’s habitat for pastures, 
ranches and farmland and 
hunted elk for their tallow 
and hides. Once thought 
extinct, about 10 elk were 
found on a Kern County 
ranch in 1870s. That popu-
lation rebounded to about 
400 elk by 1914.

When these elk began 
causing damage to prop-
erty and consuming graz-
ing land, state and federal 
entities began relocating 
elk throughout the state. 
But this began causing more 
conflicts as both the elk’s 
and humanity’s footprint 
on the landscape expanded.

When the Point Reyes 
National Seashore was cre-
ated in 1962, there was the 
intention of also allowing 
the ranches within the park 
boundaries to continue op-
erating. A program was cre-
ated in 1978 where ranchers 
could lease the land from 
the park. At the same time, 
Congress identified the sea-
shore as being suitable for 
reintroducing tule elk, with 
the first herd of 10 elk estab-
lished a few years later at an 
enclosure in Tomales Point.

The result, Watt wrote, is 
that the national seashore 
became a “conflicted land-
scape.”

It wasn’t until the cre-
ation of the free-roaming 
Limantour herds to the 
southeast in 1998 that con-
flicts begin to arise with 
ranchers in the park. The 
elk management plan com-
pleted that year did not pro-
vide direction on how to 
manage elk that wandered 
into pasture land.

In 2000, the elk were ob-
served migrating west to-
ward Drakes Beach, which 
ultimately established a 
new free-roaming herd. In 
the following years, heifers 
would be killed, important 
pasture land for organic 
farms were consumed and 
ranch property damaged by 
the elk, primarily those in 
the Drakes Beach herd.

Press said the Drakes 
Beach herd came onto their 
radar around 2010. There 
were 112 elk in the herd as 
of the end of 2017, with a 
more recent count expected 
this winter.

These conflicts have been 
happening throughout the 
state since the elk have been 
recovering, Watt states in 
her article.

“At almost every loca-

tion where (tule elk) have 
resided, there have been 
reported conflicts with lo-
cal ranching or agricul-
tural interests, chiefly dam-
age to crops, rangeland, and 
fences,” she wrote. “This 
makes intuitive sense. This 
is a species that prefers 
open-range habitat, avoids 
forested areas, and so is 
drawn to cultivated pas-
tures with plentiful food 
and water supplies.”

Management tools
Joe Hobbs, who was Cal-

ifornia Department of Fish 
and Wildlife’s elk and ante-
lope coordinator from 2002 
to 2017, said the state typi-
cally uses hunting as its pri-
mary method to manage elk 
throughout the state.

While there are still 
predators like mountain li-
ons that prey on elk, some 
— like the grizzly bear and 
wolf — have gone extinct or 
are in small numbers in the 
state.

Hobbs said hunting is 
mostly used when there are 
land use conflicts and safety 
issues, but that the number 
of harvested elk is a small 
portion of the population.

“Usually when we have 
those types of situations 
we just try to take the mid-
dle road that’s still going 
to allow for a healthy elk 
population and the land-
owners are going to have 
some type of elk issues on 
their property and go from 
there,” Hobbs said. “We’re 
not in it to remove elk from 
the landscape and we’re not 
in it also to have elk impact 
everyone economically and 
with safety issues.”

Regulated hunting on 
state lands was allowed in 
the late 1980s after the elk 
population grew to over 
2,000 animals, Hobbs said. 
For the three elk species in 
the state, roughly 500 hunt-
ing tags are issued state-
wide, which include hunt-
ing on private property.

The state is considering 
a draft elk management 
plan, created by a 2003 pol-
icy designed to reduce elk 
and human conflict. The 
plans states that hunting 
should be used as the “pri-
mary method of population 
control.”

Environmental groups 
have criticized this plan, 
claiming it prioritizes 
hunting over more effec-
tive management tools like 
hazing and relocation fenc-
ing, and also calls for kill-
ing of wolves if elk popula-
tion targets are not met.

Point Reyes National Sea-
shore is not proposing hunt-
ing the Drakes Beach herd 
because of the high public 
use of the park. It is pro-
posing that staff lethally 
remove some elk and keep 
the herd population be-
tween 100 and 160, though 
that number could change 
during the public review 
process.

Other options being 
considered for the Drakes 
Beach herd include relocat-
ing some or all of the elk out 
of the park. The park has 
tested relocating elk to dif-
ferent parts of the park in 
recent years, but the elk ei-
ther returned to their orig-

inal habitat or died.
Contraceptives were also 

tested for a few years in the 
late 1990s and early 2000s 
for Tomales Point elk, Press 
said, but there were con-
cerns about ethics. The 
practice was costly and also 
required females to be tran-
quilized by a dart gun every 
year, making them difficult 
to approach as the years 
went by.

“It did lower the calving 
rates up in Tomales, but lo-
gistically very difficult to 
implement because there 
is no contraceptive that is 
a one-time fix,” Press said.

Population flux
The elk population has 

been growing since the 
1970s. However, the state’s 
draft elk management and 
conservation plan states 
it’s likely that the state 
will “never again support 
500,000 elk because of resi-
dential and agricultural de-
velopment and its business 
and transportation infra-
structure.”

Point Reyes National Sea-
shore is not doing anything 
currently to regulate its tule 
elk population, Press said, 
as the current management 
plan calls on the park to al-
low elk to naturally self-reg-
ulate.

Environmental groups 
have criticized the state and 
national park for not doing 
enough to recover the elk 
populations throughout the 
state. Some have pointed to 
a population decline of 250 
elk between 2012 and 2014 
as an example of the poor 
management.

Press states that min-
eral deficiencies in the soils 
were a contributing factor 
in the decline, as well as the 
drought conditions at the 
time. The Tomales Point pop-
ulation has since rebounded 
to about 400 animals.

A drought in the 1970s 
also caused a similar de-
cline, but the population 
jumped up from 94 individ-
uals in 1988 to about 250 in 
1994. A 1993 scientific advi-
sory panel tasked with de-
bating whether to the park 
should manage the popu-
lation said that allowing 
the elk to naturally regu-
late based on the resources 
around them would likely 
cause swings of population. 
If elk populations increased 
significantly, the panel said 
the park could use lethal re-
moval or relocation.

In her article, Watt states 
that calls by environmental 
advocates for an “unman-
aged tule elk herd” is an 
oxymoron because she ar-
gues there hasn’t been such 
a herd since the 1870s.

“It is not at all clear to 
me, nor I think to others, 
that effective management 
of tule elk at Point Reyes 
ought to be swayed by ro-
manticized notions of an-
imals as wildlife,” Watt 
wrote, “ideas that ignore 
the reality of the species’ 
history in California, where 
tule elk have been contin-
uously managed at least 
since the Miwok and other 
tribes burned the landscape 
to create better forage for 
elk and to draw them to 
their hunting grounds.”

Elk
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