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Happy News Year!
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 Prosecutors 
rebut argument 
for appeal

State 
says DUI 
driver 
should 
remain in 
prison 

� is is 2 column Headline II

RICHARD GILLARD/Acorn Newspapers

UP FOR A VOTE—The map at top shows a proposed wildlife corridor 
that is being debated by county leadership. Proponents say it will 
help protect local wildlife like mountain lions, top right; critics say 
it will make the area even more susceptible to deadly � res. Above, 
Bell Canyon resident Peter Carniglia walks with his 22-month-old 
grandson, Santino, past the burned hill on Dec. 18 near the entry gate 
to the unincorporated Ventura County community. Carniglia, pointing 
to the damage of recent � res, opposes the proposed wildlife corridor.

By Hector Gonzalez
hector@theacorn.com

 In the stack of papers inside the notebook geologist Lynn Gray 
Jensen carries to interviews are maps from a 2009 fi re plan she says 
illustrate the infl uence environmentalists have on public policy.
 She points to one of the main 
recommendations in the 50-page 
Fire Management Plan created by 
the Ventura County Fire Protection 
District: It calls for fi refi ghters to 
conduct more deliberately ignited 
and controlled fi res, also called 
prescribed burns, on public and 
private lands to reduce overgrown 
brush and uncontrollable fi res. 
 Due to complaints from envi-
ronmentalists over air pollution,  
however, few controlled burns 
have been carried out in the county 
since 2009, she said. 
 On Dec. 4, 2017, nearly a decade 
after the fi re plan was released, a high-fi re-risk area identifi ed in 
the document as the Ventura fuel bed, which contains about 43,000 

FINDING THE LINE
BETWEEN PUBLIC GOOD, 

PRIVATE PROPERTY 

‘What could 
be more unfair 
than just a few 

landowners being 
subjected to the 
regulation of the 

public good?’
— Rick Brecunier 

Tierra Rejada Family Farms 
in Moorpark

By Hector Gonzalez
hector@theacorn.com

 While a Camarillo man claims 
pretrial publicity tainted the jury 
against him, state prosecutors 
contend he received a fair trial in 
Ventura County Superior Court 
before his conviction in 2016.
 Roberta Davis, state deputy 
attorney general, fi led a 114-page 
brief with the 2nd District Court 
of Appeal Division 6 in Novem-
ber. The brief was in response to 
an appeal fi led in March on be-
half of Camarillo resident Kevin 
Hogrefe, 29, by his attorney, 
Jeralyn Keller of Pasadena.
 Hogrefe, who was 25 when he 
was arrested in 2014, was con-
victed of second-degree murder 
in November 2016 for the hit-
and-run death of Dep. Eugene 
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BEHIND BARS—The California 
attorney general’s office wrote 
a brief responding to an appeal 
� led on behalf of Kevin Hogrefe, 
who wants to overturn his 2016 
DUI conviction for killing Dep. 
Eugene Kostiuchenko in 2014. 
The state rebuts Hogrefe’s claims 
that he didn’t receive a fair trial 
and contends that his sentencing 
should be upheld. 
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 Zone would link the natural and 
man-made pathways that animals have 
historically used to travel between forests

VENTURA COUNTY | WILDLIFE CORRIDORS SOUTH HALF
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