
Camarillo Acorn December 28, 2018 Page 3

Wickmans
FURNITURE

28448 Roadside Dr., Agoura Hills
(between Kanan & Chesebro on the 101 Fwy, south side)

818-991-4800
OPEN 7 DAYS

Hours: Mon - Sat 10-6 | Sun 11-6
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WICKMANS FURNITURE
TOTAL SELL OFF OF INVENTORY
to make Room for 2019 Stock

Immediate Delivery of all 
in stock merchandise

First time ever nothing will be held back
No Gimmicks • No False Advertising

6 Months no-interest Financing Available

Prices Will be at Their Lowest

OPEN NEW YEARS DAY
Special pricing for those impacted 

by the recent fires
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acres, burned in the Thomas fire 
that destroyed 1,063 structures.
 Most of the homes and build-
ings caught fire as Santa Ana 
winds whipped the blaze through 
brush-covered lands between 
Santa Paula, Ojai and Ventura. 
 It was a predictable tragedy, 
said Jensen, executive director 
of Ventura County Coalition of 
Labor, Agriculture and Business, 
or CoLAB.
 The Thomas fire’s destruc-
tion might have been less, or 
avoided entirely, if the county 
had removed old brush in the 
Ventura fuel bed through regular 
prescribed burns, as the 2009 fire 
plan recommended, Jensen said.
 “We predicted this, basically, 
back in 2009,” she said. “But 
environmentalists in California 
have such a huge impact. A lot of 
the politicians, they don’t really 
understand the issues, but they 
get pushed by these groups.”
 Her latest case in point, Jensen 
said, is the county’s proposed 
wildlife corridor overlay zone, 
which would mark out tens of 
thousands of acres of protected 
wild lands, including hundreds 
of acres of privately owned farm 
and ranch land.
 Nearing the end of what has 
thus far been a three-year pro-
cess through the halls of county 
government, the overlay zone 
ordinance has support from con-
servationists and from leaders in 
Moorpark, Agoura Hills and other 
cities with boundaries inside the 
corridors or near unincorporated 
areas in the wildlife zones.
 For Jensen and CoLAB, a non-
profit coalition of farmers, ranch-
ers and related businesses formed 
in 2010 to challenge what they 
saw as a wave of stifling rules 
and laws targeting agriculture, 
the overlay zone ordinance adds 
one more layer of bureaucracy for 
farmers and ranchers to deal with.
 “All these parcels are going to 
be in this wildlife corridor, and 
what it’s going to say is that the 
purpose of this land is no longer 
for these guys to live on; the 
purpose of the land is for wildlife 
passage,” Jensen said.
 “They’re talking about, basi-
cally, having pristine wilderness 
and wildlife right next to where 
people live. Well, we all just 
saw what happened in the recent 
fires.”
 Stretching across 401,200 
acres of unincorporated land from 
the Santa Monica Mountains to 
Los Padres National Forest, the 
overlay zone would link the natu-
ral and man-made pathways that 
animals have historically used to 
travel between the forests but that 
have been fragmented over the 
years by human development.
 In the eastern county, a pro-
posed wildlife corridor extends 
through Moorpark, Simi Valley 
and Thousand Oaks to the Santa 
Monica Mountains and takes in 
large swaths of parks and pro-
tected open space.
 After fires charred nearly 
100,000 acres of the Santa Mon-
ica Mountains in November, the 
need for wildlife corridors con-
necting the two forests is urgent, 
said Ventura County Supervisor 
Linda Parks, who proposed the 
overlay zone.
 “Because of the recent fires 
. . . we need to be able to provide 

protection for these poor animals 
that are out in the Santa Monica 
Mountains where there isn’t any 
habitat left for them. It’s a moon-
scape,” she told the Acorn by 
phone earlier this month. “They 
need the ability to cross over to 
where they can get grass and eat.”
 But Jensen said the overlay 
zone ordinance, which is sched-
uled to be heard and discussed be-
fore a public hearing at a county 
planning commission meeting 
in early January, followed by a 
possible vote by the Board of 
Supervisors in February, will put 
more restrictions on landowners.
 “Landowners within the cor-
ridor areas are already severely 
limited on what they can do 
on their properties. CoLAB is 
opposed to the size, scope and 

unnecessary regulations in the 
proposed wildlife corridor ordi-
nance,” she said.”
 The need for special permits 
for brush management will dis-
courage owners from clearing 
dried brush from their land, and 
that will increase the potential for 
wildfires that destroy habitats, 
Jensen said.
 County planning commission-
ers heard from farmers during 
three public hearings—two in 
June and one in August—includ-
ing Rick Brecunier of Tierra Re-
jada Family Farms in Moorpark.
 “What could be more unfair 
than just a few landowners be-
ing subjected to the regulation 
of the public good?” he said. 
“Will the public be compensat-
ing landowners for the value 

they provide to wildlife?”
 The county received more 
than 20 letters and comments, 
most of which were in support of 
the new zone. The overlay zone 
fits into the Moorpark General 
Plan, which requires developers 
to maintain natural wildlife cor-
ridors between open spaces and 
parks, Moorpark City Manager 
Steven Kueny wrote in a letter to 
Parks in January 2017.
 CoLAB has launched a legal 
fund and is “prepared to fund a 
lawsuit to protect agriculture, 
businesses and communities . . . 
from the negative consequences 
of this ordinance,” Jensen said.
 The new zone will add regula-
tions for property owners within 
the corridors, county planners 
said. For example, owners will 

need a special permit before con-
structing new houses or building 
near the wildlife corridors, said 
Kim Uhlich, a county senior plan-
ner. But houses and structures de-
stroyed by fire would be exempt 
from the ordinance and could be 
replaced, she said.
 Also, property owners who 
have streams or waterways run-
ning through their land would need 
a permit to clear brush within 200 
feet of any “surface water,” but 
only once a year and only up to 10 
percent of their lot, Uhlich said.
 Clearing brush for fire preven-
tion would still be allowed in the 
overlay zone, she said, and the 
ordinance does not regulate how 
owners can remove overgrown 
brush and dead timber.


