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SEVEN DEVELOPMENTS • 1,364 NEW HOMES

CAMARILLO’S
HOUSING BOOM

 Some wait times 
as long as six hours

 Population estimated to climb by  
more than 5 percent with new homes 

By Cameron Kiszla
cameron@theacorn.com

 On a parcel of land off Pon-
derosa Drive, just north of the 
101 Freeway, a parade of work 
trucks rumble by, kicking up dust 
as they make their way along a 
patchwork of roadway—part dirt, 
part stone, part paved. 
 The farmland between Las 
Posas Road and Central Av-
enue sits at the epicenter of a 
construction boom the likes of 
which the city hasn’t seen for 

over a decade. It’s home to four 
of the city’s seven housing de-
velopments now underway.
 The fi ve companies oversee-
ing this wave of construction 
will bring 1,364 new houses, 
townhomes and apartments to 
Camarillo city limits by 2020.  
 The city averages about 2.7 
people per housing unit, so that’s 
nearly 3,700 residents, or a popu-
lation increase of about 5 percent, 
who could be calling Camarillo 
home by the time the last of these 
projects is completed. 

 With its hundreds of park-
ing spots, including some in 
the shade, the two lots at the 
Camarillo Metrolink Station on 
Lewis Road have attracted some 
homeless people who live in their 
cars or in campers.
 In an effort to reduce the 
number of homeless people in the 
parking lot and prevent cars from 
being left for long periods of time, 
Camarillo is looking to put new 
parking restrictions in place.
 Though the city maintains the 
parking lots, they’re owned by the 
Ventura County Transportation 
Commission. So the Camarillo 
City Council voted unanimously 

By Becca Whitnall
becca@theacorn.com

 For years, comedians have 
gotten plenty of mileage from 
digs at the Department of Motor 
Vehicles—check out Disney’s 
animated film “Zootopia” and 
its depiction of DMV employees 
as sloths, for example—but re-
cent wait times at DMV offi ces 
throughout the state are no joke.
 Just ask Heather Romano 
and her daughter Lindsey. The 
Thousand Oaks duo visited their 
local DMV offi ce June 29 so the 
15-year-old could apply for her 
learner’s permit.
 They’d had an appointment 
on June 28, but a paperwork 
problem necessitated their re-
turn. Because the next available 
appointment was weeks away, 
they decided to drop in the fol-
lowing day and wait. And wait 
they did: It would be 6½ hours 
before they were done.
 “Everyone knows when you 

 “This is the busiest we’ve 
been with housing construction 
since the Great Recession,” said 
Joe Vacca, Camarillo’s director of 
community development. 
 Many of these homes are 
presold, largely to people who 
already live in Ventura County, 

often in Camarillo, according 
to some sales managers for the 
developments. 
 “We have some from Los 
Angeles County and Santa 
Barbara County, but most are 
Ventura County locals,” said

MARIPOSA AT SPRINGVILLE—130 condominiums in the Springville 
area; estimated completion late 2019.

ELACORA AT SPRINGVILLE—315 townhomes and single-family 
homes in the Springville area; estimated completion June 2019.

LAS POSITAS—213 apartments in the Springville area; estimated 
completion mid-2019.

CEDAR OAK—Mixed-used with 23 apartments in Old Town Camarillo; 
estimated completion November 2018.

SPRINGVILLE SENIOR APARTMENTS—104 apartments in the 
Springville area; estimated completion November 2018.

ANDORRA APARTMENTS—450 apartments in the Village at the Park 
area; estimated completion November 2018.
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TESO ROBLES—129 townhomes in the Mission Oaks area; estimated 
completion late 2019 or early 2020.


