
 “We are making sure the 
infrastructure is keeping pace 
with development,” he said. 
 Sometimes the city has de-
velopers help build the neces-
sary infrastructure.
 Vacca pointed to the develop-
ers behind the new Springville 
homes, some of whom helped 
expand Ponderosa Drive and 
build medians and sidewalks in 
an area that lacked them before. 
 “It  has improved traffic 
circulation as a result of that 
project,” Vacca said. 
 And it’s not just roads. He 
said developers can “build storm 
drains, water and sewer line 
connections, public landscap-
ing amenities and, in a lot of 
instances, underground utilities 
to meet the city’s standards for 
providing electrical services 
underground.”

Schools
 As the city plans for growth, 
so do the school districts.
 Chris Johnston, Pleasant 
Valley School District’s assis-
tant superintendent of business 
services, said that for every four 
new housing units, the district 
expects to see an additional 
student entering kindergarten 
through eighth grade, which 
could mean about 350 new 
students based on the number 
of units, a more than 5 percent 
increase in enrollment. 
 “It defi nitely poses facilities 
challenges, but we’ve been plan-
ning,” he said. 
 Johnston said the district has 
been following news of housing 
developments coming out of 
City Hall and plans to reopen the 
Los Altos and El Rancho cam-
puses as one school, the Pleasant 
Valley School of Engineer-
ing and Arts, to accommodate
new learners.
 “They say you have to plan 
your facilities for the most 
kids who might show up, be-
cause there’s one thing in a 
school district you can never 
be shy of, and that’s seats for
kids,” he said. 
 It’s no different at the high 
schools.
 Jeff Weinstein, the Oxnard 
Union High School District’s 
assistant superintendent of busi-
ness services, said his district 
expects anywhere from 700 to 
800 new students because of 
these developments, though 
that’s just part of the more than 
2,000 new students he said 
OUHSD will see from Ox-
nard and Camarillo in the next
10 years. 

 That’s why the district built 
Rancho Campana High School, 
which opened in 2015, and plans 
to build a school in Oxnard and 
renovate other schools in the 
next fi ve years, Weinstein said. 
The money for those projects 
will come from the recently 
passed bond Measure A.
 “(Rancho Campana is) built 
to expand as we need it to. Cur-
rently it’s under capacity and it 
has the ability to expand to be 
the same size as Camarillo High 
School,” he said.
 Weinstein said he also ex-
pects Adolfo Camarillo High 
School, which had nearly 2,200 
students last year, to shrink a 
bit as teens who might have 
attended ACHS choose Rancho 
Campana instead. 
 Camarillo High will get 
renovated and upgraded facili-
ties including a new performing
arts center.

Parks
 While local schools have 
the funding they need to grow, 
the Pleasant Valley Recreation 

and Park District might need
some help.
 The park district needs more 
indoor space, both at the senior 
center on Burnley Street and in 
gymnasiums. 
 The park district uses two 
school-district-owned gyms, 
OUHSD’s Freedom Gym on 
Willis Avenue and the gym at 
PVSD’s Monte Vista Middle 
School on Lantana Street. 
 Those gyms aren’t perma-
nent solutions. The Freedom 
Gym is aging and can’t be 
counted on for long-term use, 
and the Monte Vista gym can 
only be used when the school 
doesn’t need it, usually after 
hours, on weekends or during 
the summer. 
 The park district and the city 
are working together to get the 
new senior center built, but a 
grand opening could be years 
away. Facilities are strained, and 
a few thousand new residents 
could already be on the way to 
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Construction
From Page 1 —

Lisa Harkson, the sales manager 
of the 315-unit Elacora at Spring-
ville development on the western
side of town.
 But those who move from 
one part of Camarillo to another 
still leave open housing, which 
will allow the city to grow and 
could potentially strain roads, 
parks, schools and other infra-
structure. Offi cials say they’ve 

expected this growth and have 
planned accordingly.

Roads
 Vacca said Camarillo con-
trols growth within city limits 
and issues development allot-
ments for up to 400 new housing 
units per year.
 While those allotments can 
roll over from one year to the 
next, the cap allows the city to 
ensure there aren’t so many new 
people that traffi c is jammed and 
water and sewage systems can’t 
keep up, he said.

add to the challenge of enough 
indoor space.
 But Eric Storrie, the park 
district’s recreation services 
manager, said PVRPD will 
make room for everyone.
 “We’re trying to fi gure out 
some solutions to increase 
programming with  a l l  the
new residents.
 “They’re going to have needs 
we want to accommodate,”
he said.

The future
 More construction could be 
coming as well.

 

  
 Some developments, like 
Walnut-based Shea Homes’ 
project at St. John’s Semi-
nary, have approval but haven’t 
started building yet. Others, 
l ike ParkWest Townhomes 
near Pleasant Valley and Lewis 
roads, will begin construction in 
the coming weeks.
 More homes could come 
from developers who want to 
bring much-needed low-income 
housing to Camarillo.
 The city has less than half the 
amount of low-income housing 
it needs to meet state require-
ments, according to the South-
ern California Association of 
Governments.
 That means a developer 
could undertake a building proj-
ect without prior approval from 
the planning commission if a 
property is zoned for the right 
type of housing, the contractor 
is willing to pay workers the 
prevailing wage and at least 50 
percent of the units are set aside 
for low- or very-low-income 
households.
 Because that would take city 
control away from a project, 
Camarillo is working toward 
meeting the affordable housing 
threshold by using money from 
the disbanded redevelopment 
agency and community develop-
ment block grant funds from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, said David 
Moe, the city’s assistant director 
of community development.
 The city recently bought 
the former Stock lumberyard 
at 2800 Barry St., which could 
provide up to 75 new affordable 
housing units, Moe said, but that 
won’t be enough to meet state 
requirements. 
 Private developers would 
have to be willing to agree to 
build low-, very-low- and mod-
erate-income units in exchange 
for concessions, or breaks on 
city requirements, such as the 
number of parking spots for 
recreational vehicles. 
 “We can’t force them to build 
the units. We’re kind of at the 
mercy of the private market,” 
Moe said. 
 No developer has yet come 
forward to build a project where 
a majority of the units are des-
ignated as affordable housing, 
and Moe said it’s unlikely one 
will because of the requirements 
surrounding the number of af-
fordable units, current zoning 
and prevailing wage.
 But if someone does, space 
won’t be an issue, Vacca said: 
The city has room to grow for 
the next 10 to 15 years.

More construction 
could be coming 

as well
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