
Classified D4
Community C1
Crossword D3
Food & Drink D1
Buzz C1

Editorial A6
Obituaries A4
Police Log A4
Sports B1
Stepping Out C3

WEATHERINSIDE
petaluma360.com

 81°/51° 90°/51° 88°/51° 84°/49°81°/51° 90°/51° 88°/51° 84°/49°

FORECAST
 Today Friday Saturday Sunday

Petaluma Argus-Courier
RAINFALL

Aug. 30: 00.00 in.
Aug. 31: 00.00 in.
Sept. 1: 00.00 in.
Sept. 2: 00.00 in.

Sept. 3: 00.00 in.
Sept. 4: 00.00 in.
Sept. 5: 00.00 in.
Avg. to date: 26.43 in.

Year to date (since 

Oct. 1): 20.45 in.
Last year to date:  
40.11 in.

California General Excellence Winner SEPTEMBER 6, 2018 ■ PETALUMA360.COM An edition of The Press Democrat

PETALUMA

Argus Courier

Bingo is not a drag
■ Drag Queen Bingo a monthly hit at 

Petaluma’s Sauced BBQ. PAGE C1

Sports: Trojan football victory 
Petaluma 2-1 after win over Terra Linda. PAGE B1

Food: Shuckery is the pearl of Petaluma
The oyster bar is also winning brunch. PAGE D1

Motorists on Highway 101 in south-
ern Sonoma County have noticed 
big changes taking place in recent 
months around the county line as 
the long-running freeway widening 
project takes shape through the Sono-
ma-Marin Narrows.

Unfortunately, traffic relief  is not 
expected for at least another year as 
the complex project drags on. Sepa-
rately, funding for other key bottle-

necks not yet under construction is in 
jeopardy because of  a ballot measure 
and a court case.

Still, Sonoma County transporta-
tion officials remain hopeful that the 
entire stretch of  Highway 101 from 
Windsor to Novato will be widened to 
six lanes by 2023, ending a $1.2 billion, 
two-decade effort to remake the re-
gion’s most important transportation 
corridor.

“It will feel great when the Narrows 
are finally widened,” said Supervisor 

David Rabbitt, a board member of  
the Sonoma County Transportation 
Authority. “We have a funding plan in 
place, which is wonderful. We have a 
path forward.”

A new bridge at the county line 
over San Antonio Creek is nearly 
complete, according to James Camer-
on, director of  projects and program-
ming at the transportation authority. 
Southbound drivers are already 
using the new bridge, which is wider, 
straighter and higher above the creek 
than the flood-prone twin spans being 
replaced.

Funds secured for park land

The Kelly Creek Protection 
Project this week announced it 
successfully raised the neces-
sary funds to purchase 44 acres 
of coveted land in west Peta-

luma, signaling what could be 
the first major breakthrough in 
resolving a contentious land use 
battle that’s waged for 14 years.

The local nonprofit hit the 
$4.1 million goal outlined in 
an agreement reached in June 

with property owner Davidon 
Homes, a developer based in 
Walnut Creek. The two sides 
set Sept. 1 as the deadline to se-
cure the most environmentally 
sensitive portion of  the 58-acre 
property, which is located at 
the intersection of  Windsor 
Drive and D Street, and encom-
passes the iconic Scott Ranch.

In exchange, KCPP will now 

support Davidon’s bid to con-
struct 28 homes on the remain-
ing 14 acres, pending success-
ful passage of  its site plans and 
environmental impact review 
by city officials. Although, if  
KCPP can raise an addition-
al $6.9 million by Dec. 1, the 
developer will sell the entire 

By YOUSEF BAIG
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Nonprofit raises $4.1M for Helen Putnam 
extension on Davidon Homes property

Pot farm to 
close after 
neighbor 
lawsuit
Adobe Road cannabis 
grow will cease operations 
after fall harvest

A Petaluma-area cannabis 
cultivation company whose 
neighbors filed a lawsuit 
alleging noxious odors and 
noise will cease operations after 
harvest, following a deal with 
Sonoma County’s code enforce-
ment unit.

The tentative agreement 
includes a provision that the 
owner of  the property who 
leased land to marijuana 
grower Carlos Zambrano and 
his company, Green Earth Co., 
will amend the deed to bar 

See Pot, A5

 ■ CLIMATE CHANGE REPORT  ■

Hwy. 101 work advances as funding in doubt

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Highway, A5

California’s Fourth Climate Change 
Assessment, which went live last week, 
featured the latest projections on the 
state’s rising temperatures, declining 
water supply and the public health im-
pacts of  global warming.

California’s wildfires are now expect-
ed to burn 77 percent more land each 
year, the report found.

The assessment also covered sea level 
rise, and the tools used to present the 
data and the methods that might be 
employed to mitigate it were provided in-
part by Petaluma nonprofit Point Blue, a 
conservation science institute that makes 
its home next to Shollenberger Park.

This year’s report was the first time 
the state opened up its grant applica-
tions to not-for-profit entities like Point 
Blue, and that gave way to unprecedent-
ed inter-agency collaborations that could 
alter how governments battle climate 
change going forward.

“Not only do I think (California is) a 
model for the country, I think we’re a 
model for the world,” said Point Blue 
climate adaptation group director Sam 
Veloz, who was also involved with the 
Third Assessment in 2012. “I think we’re 
showing how you can actually provide 
solutions to climate change.”    

Point Blue co-authored two reports 
covering the imminent changes on 
oceans and coastlines, using data that 
spans the length of  the Americas, from 

Alaska to Chile, Veloz said. 
In a collaboration with the U.S. 

Geological Survey, Point Blue helped 
highlight the dangers sea level rise poses 
to the Southern California coast, and 
how government officials and coastal 
managers can start taking steps to slow 
those losses. 

Among the key findings of  the report 
were that up to two-thirds of  Southern 
California’s beaches may be completely 
eroded by 2100 unless there are some 

By YOUSEF BAIG
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Scientists from Petaluma-based 
Point Blue contribute to major 
climate report with local impacts

Thinking globally, acting locally

See Davidon, A4

See Climate, A5

Petaluma 
school board 
field crowded
3 incumbents face 4 
challengers in race for 
city’s largest district

Seven candidates are seeking 
three open seats on the Peta-
luma Joint Union High School 
District. The city’s largest 
school district, it represents 
7,493 students across eight 
elementary schools and 10 sec-
ondary schools.

With a budget of  $74 million, 
the district is one of  the largest 
employers in Petaluma with a 
total staff of  878.

See School, A8
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Highway 101 corridor construction, north of San 
Antonio Creek, continues on Tuesday.

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Construction continues at the county line, but 
money for other bottlenecks remains in jeopardy

By JULIE JOHNSON
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT
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Sam Veloz, a scientist for Point Blue Conservation Science in Petaluma was one of the lead 
scientists on a study that contributed to key findings regarding sea level rise.

PHOTO COURTESY OF POINT BLUE CONSERVATION SCIENCE 

Maya Hayden was one of the lead scientists 
on a study regarding sea level rise.
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Scene In Petaluma 

Tony Johnson, a local psychotherapist, has been taking photos for 50 years and often 
uses his photography when working with clients to help them see the world in new 
and positive ways. On this day, he saw two swallows “talking to each other” in the 
early morning at Shollenberger Park, one of his favorite places in town. He loved how 
the fog created a scene that looks more like a painting than a photo. Submit your 
favorite photos of Petaluma for consideration to crissy.pascual@arguscourier.com and 
follow us on Instagram @sceneinpetaluma

property without building 
a single residence.

“It’s the realization of  a 
long-term goal for almost 
15 years since the prop-
erty was first purchased 
for development,” KCPP 
director Greg Colvin said 
Tuesday.

The nonprofit initially 
raised $3 million for an ex-
tension of  Helen Putnam 
Regional Park through 
its sponsorship from the 
Earth Island Institute, a 
group that backs environ-
mental activism with fiscal 
support and organization-
al infrastructure. 

To close the remaining 
$1.1 million gap for the 
first deadline, Colvin said 
the group received “a lot 
of  individual donations,” 
as a well as a bridge loan 
from a single donor while 
KCPP awaits a decision 
later this fall on a $1 
million matching grant 
program from the Sono-
ma County Ag and Open 
Space District.

If  the grant money does 

not come through, KCPP 
will “see what kind of  
terms we can work out 
in the long run” with the 
source of  the bridge loan, 
Colvin said.

The movement to 
purchase the land came 
after numerous clashes 
between environmental 
activists and Davidon 
Homes since the project 
was first proposed in 2004. 
Opponents have cited the 
potential harm to Kelly 
Creek and the natural 
habitat of  the threatened 
California red-legged frog, 
as well as traffic increases 
on the two-lane thor-
oughfares and the risk of  
landslides. 

Davidon Homes initially 
submitted an application 
for 93 homes, but the ac-
companying draft EIR in 
2013 was widely criticized. 
The developer elected to 
scale back, providing op-
tions for 66 or 63 homes. 

In March 2017, the 
revised environmental 
report discussed the 
impacts of  that proposal, 
in addition to alternatives 
with 47 or 28 homes. A 
month later, the planning 
commission pushed the 
project forward for the 
city council to review 
a final EIR that also 
explored the possibility of  
no development south of  
Kelly Creek.   

On June 19, 2017, the 
council deemed the 
subsequent report was 
inadequate with a unani-
mous vote that ultimately 
triggered recirculation, 
subjecting the project to 
another round of  public 
hearings. 

KCPP and Petalumans 
for Responsible Planning, 
or PetRP, the two organi-
zations leading the fight, 
celebrated that decision 
as a victory. They used 
the ruling as leverage 
to compel the developer 
to negotiate a deal that 
would help secure part of  
the land to extend Helen 
Putnam Park and signifi-
cantly reduce Davidon’s 
proposal, Colvin said.

However, during the ne-
gotiation process, PetRP 
walked away from the 
table, steering committee 
member Sue Davy said. 
The organization didn’t 
want to accept a deal that 
required them to support 
development and shirked 
their commitment to 
retaining the land as an 
open space.

“It was clear that we 
couldn’t turn our backs 
on the folks that support-
ed us, who were really 
invested in the fight for 
zero homes,” Davy said.

KCPP and Davidon con-
tinued the negotiations, 
and eventually arrived at 
the agreement announced 
earlier this year, with two 
fundraising deadlines for 
potentially purchasing 
the land. 

Since the terms became 
public, PetRP has openly 
criticized the deal, and re-
mains firm in its commit-
ment to zero development.

“It’s great to know that 

(KCPP) reached their 
goal. That’s fantastic,” 
Davy said. “But part of  
that deal, in securing that 
land for the park, is they 
agreed to the building of  
28 homes. PetRP’s goal 
was to do everything we 
can to keep all of  the land 
as open space, which 
means zero homes. As 
much as this was a win 
and a move in the right di-
rection, it does lock in an 
agreement between Kelly 
Creek and the developer 
to build 28 homes.”

For Colvin, a Petalu-
ma-based lawyer, he felt 
a deal was necessary so 
open space advocates 
could secure as much as 
land as possible.

“We’ve always wanted 
the same thing, which is 
to have this land not be 
overdeveloped, but be 
used to the full extent 
possible,” Colvin said of  
the split with PetRP. “I 
think there may be some 
philosophical differences 
on how to get there. I don’t 
think you can continue to 
hammer on the city coun-
cil to approve no houses 
to be built when the land 
is zoned for very light 
residential. At some point 
the property interests of  
the land owners have to 
be respected.”

As Davidon contin-
ues to form its next 
application, information 
has been revealed that 
indicates the developer 
is creating a less ambi-
tious project. The luxury 
homes first put forward 
have been scaled down to 
“mid-range” homes, said 
Davidon vice president 
of  land acquisition and 
development Steve Abbs. 

They will be predom-
inantly single-story and 
range from 2,678 to 3,523 
square feet. Abbs did not 
have cost estimates for 
the homes immediately 
available.

“It’s an all-around 
better design that we’ve 
negotiated with KCPP,” 
he said. “We’ve heard the 
public’s comments and 
decision-makers’ com-
ments in the public hear-
ings, and we wanted to 
put our best foot forward 
and provide a project that 
would be a great addition 
for the city of  Petaluma.”

Davy said PetRP is open 
to assisting KCPP in its 
pursuit of  a complete 
buyout, but wants to see 
Davidon’s next proposal 
first, and get a better 
understanding of  how the 
money will be used if  the 
nonprofit falls short of  its 
$11 million goal.

“If  the goal is to pur-
chase the entire property, 
we’re definitely interested 
in having a discussion,” 
Davy said. “If  the goal is 
to stop our road to zero 
by happily accepting 28 
homes on that property, 
that’s not something 
we’re interested in.”

(Contact News Editor 
Yousef  Baig at yousef.
baig@arguscourier.com or 
776-8461, and on Twitter @
YousefBaig.)

Davidon Continued from A1

Get the latest Petaluma news  
updates online at petaluma360.com

POLICE LOG
Here are some of the cases the Petaluma police 
responded to recently. The Argus-Courier pub-
lishes the names of people arrested for serious 
crimes such as those involving physical injury, 
property loss or damage of property, including 
burglary, battery, vandalism and drunken driving. 
People who are found innocent or who have 
charges dropped may contact the Argus-Courier 
to have follow-up information published.
Petaluma Police reported the following incidents.
Tuesday, Aug. 28

 ■ 2:49 p.m.: Pedro T. Barajas, 59, of Petaluma 
was arrested at 909 Petaluma Boulevard N. for 
public intoxication. 
Wednesday, Aug. 29

 ■ 1:13 a.m.: Alex Ramirez Escobar, 21, of Terra 
Linda was arrested at the intersection of Caulfield 
Lane and Lakeville Street for driving under the 
influence of alcohol. 

 ■ 3:17 a.m.: Marcus A. Taylor, 49, of Rohnert 
Park was cited at 4986 Petaluma Boulevard for 
possession of controlled substance paraphernalia 
and violation of probation. 

 ■ 1:28 p.m.: Francisco V. Cortez, 37, of Petaluma 
was cited at 3900 Lakeville Highway for a bench 
warrant. 

 ■ 4:31 p.m.: John J. Young IV, 45, of Petaluma 
was arrested at 105 N McDowell Boulevard for 
public intoxication. 

 ■ 6:56 p.m.: Mario A. Garcia-Hernandez, 31, of 
Petaluma was arrested at 623 Lakeville Circle for 
assault with a deadly weapon and aggravated 
assault causing injury. 
Thursday, Aug. 30

 ■ 12:26 p.m.: Jesus Carrillo, 31, identified as 
homeless, was arrested at 361 E. Washington 
Street for resisting and evading a police officer 
and violation of probation. 

 ■ 11:53 p.m.: Michael A. Fowler, 27, of Petaluma 
was arrested at 1520 Colwood Drive for loitering 
on private property. 
Friday, Aug. 31

 ■ 10:24 p.m.: Michael V. Sjoblom, 42, of Petalu-
ma was cited at the intersection of Casa Grande 
Road and Lakeville Highway for possession of 

controlled substance paraphernalia and failing to 
comply with a stop sign.
Saturday, Sept. 1

 ■ 3:06 a.m.: Megan M. Freeland, 22, of Santa 
Rosa was arrested at the corner of Bantam Way 
and Bodega Avenue for driving under the influ-
ence of alcohol and violating probation.

 ■ 9:04 a.m.: Justin A. Loudermilk, 25, of 
Petlauma was cited at 401 Kenilworth Drive for 
tampering or theft of a utility service.

 ■ 11:42 a.m.: Franklin Aristondo-Farias, 25, of 
Santa Rosa was cited at the corner of Pine Avenue 
and Sutter Street for felony forgery of vehicle 
registration.

 ■ 1:02 p.m.: Francisco J. Ceja, 25, of Santa Rosa 
was cited at the corner of 6th Street and D Street 
for violation of probation and driving with a 
suspended license.

 ■ 5:38 p.m.: Ruben Ortiz-Nabor, 29, of Petaluma 
was cited at the corner of Park Avenue and Pros-
pect Drive for possession of controlled substance 
paraphernalia.
Sunday, Sept. 2

 ■ 12:38 a.m.: Alyssa C. Ross, 23, of Portland was 
arrested at 537 Upham Street for driving under 
the influence of alcohol after hitting a parked Tesla.
Monday, Sept. 3

 ■ 1:01 p.m.: Angel I. Vega, 21, of Rohnert Park 
was arrested on Lakeville Street for felony domes-
tic assault by strangulation. 

 ■ 6:04 p.m.: Dette D. Scheffer, 49, of Petaluma 
was cited at the corner of Lauren Drive and E. 
Madison Street for possession of controlled 
substance paraphernalia. 

 ■ 7:51 p.m.: Paul A. Tepper, 59, of Sebastopol 
was cited at 745 Baywood Drive for possession of 
a con-trolled substance. 

 ■ 7:51 p.m.: Michelle A. Grillo, 52, of Petaluma 
was cited at 745 Baywood Drive for possession of 
con-trolled substance paraphernalia.
Tuesday, Sept. 4

 ■ 4:35 a.m.: Keerena A. Ward, 42, of San Rafael 
was arrested at 5155 Old Redwood Highway for 
possession of a controlled substance, possession 
of controlled substance paraphernalia and an 
outside warrant. 

Aided suicide case to sentencing
The Sonoma County District At-

torney’s Office has dropped its bid to 
prosecute a Petaluma man for felony 
voluntary manslaughter after he helped 
his wife kill herself, a decision that will 
allow a judge to sentence the man for a 
lesser crime.

David Clement, 65, has been in custody 
at the Sonoma County Jail since his ar-
rest on Jan. 10, the day he called 911 and 
told a dispatcher he helped his wife hang 
herself  from a tree in Bodega Bay. On 
Friday, prosecutors announced in court 
they will not appeal a judge’s decision to 
dismiss the manslaughter charge, which 
could have brought an 11-year prison 

sentence. Clement has pleaded no contest 
to felony aiding suicide, which carries a 
maximum three-year prison term.

According to Clement, his wife Debra 
Bales, 52, had become despondent and 
determined to die after learning she 
would no longer receive prescriptions 
for the pain medications, including the 
potent opioid fentanyl. She had relied 
on the drugs for about two decades. The 
pair traveled to Bodega Bay together and 
spent multiple days discussing how Bales 
should die. Ultimately, Clement tied a 
rope around a tree and handed the other 
end to Bales, who tied it around her neck 
and jumped to her death, according to 
court testimony.
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Wayne Edward Miller
“The most fearless hearts, the
audacious dreamers, have
always maintained a sense of
optimism that often flies in the
face of the available evidence.”
Wayne Edward Miller, architect,
artist, visionary, saw the world
not as a fixed state, but as
a dynamic potential. He is
remembered for his passion
for knowledge, his intellect, his
ability to build or fix anything,
his remarkable punning
ability, and his improvisational
chops on guitar and banjo. A
proud Stanford Alum, Wayne
envisioned a sustainable future
through his architectural practice,
research, and community
involvement. Born in Altadena,
CA, Wayne moved from
Southern California to Fresno
and then San Francisco where
he attended Lowell High School.
As a Stanford undergraduate,
he majored in urban design
problems and expanded this
interest through his Masters in
Architecture at UC Berkeley.
Wayne practiced architecture in
Berkeley and Oakland and then
in partnership at Lieb & Miller
Architects in Petaluma, CA.
He contributed to the Petaluma

community with his design
visions for a vibrant, pedestrian
centered community, and his
ideas live on in his written
visioning statements for the
Central Petaluma Specific Plan.
Among his contributions as a
Petaluma Valley Rotary member
are his memorable “Who’s Who
Star Review” performances. For
the past six years, Wayne called
Las Cruces, NM, home. After a
lifetime as a builder, designer,
father, husband, and climate
change activist, Wayne passed
away at age 70 on August 13,
2018, in Albuquerque, NM, in
the loving company of his wife
Debra Sands-Miller, daughters
Jessica and Flannery, and
granddaughter Zidane.

Michelle Mongini

Michelle Mongini passed
away peacefully in Petaluma,
California on August 22, 2018.
Born in San Diego, CA, to James
and Anne Rende, she moved with
her family to northern California
at a young age. She is survived
by her daughters, Christina
Mongini, Marissa Mongini
and Andrea Mongini (Craig
Meadows), and grandchildren,
Ryan Meadows, Derek Meadows
and Wyatt Meadows, and step-
grandchildren Tyler Meadows
and Erin DeGough.
Michelle attended Frederick
Burke Elementary School, Aptos
Jr High School and Lincoln High
School in San Francisco. She
earned a bachelor’s degree in
psychology from UC Davis and
a Master’s degree in counseling
from USF in 1989. She moved
to Petaluma in 1971. She was
married for 30 years. She was
very involved in raising her three
daughters and in their activities.
She was a 4-H sheep and
dairy leader. She loved being
around animals, and living in the
country. She loved all aspects of
outdoor life including hiking and
gardening.
In the mid-‘80s, she got involved
in the Family Education Center,
a local non-profit, working as
a parent educator, and then
administrative director. This
led her to return to school for
a master’s degree. She was
licensed as a Marriage and
Family Therapist in 1992 and

had her own private practice
in Petaluma for more than 20
years. She loved her work. It was
her true mission in life. She held
her clients in high regard always
saying it was a privilege to work
with them.
She was “Nani” to her three
beloved grandchildren and
step grandchildren, traveling to
spend every weekend with them
for years from the time the first
one, Ryan, was born. She loved
playing pirates, Legos and baby
dinosaurs with them. She even
had her own scooter so she could
play outside with them.
A self-trained artist, she
expressed herself in many
different media including
painting, collage, home decor.
Friends and family were the
happy recipients of many of her
creations.
She had a positive and upbeat
outlook on life due to her spiritual
practice. She was interested in
everything and everyone and
remained young at heart until
the end. She was generous and
helpful, loved by many and will
be missed by all.
A private memorial is being held
at Samuel P Taylor State Park in
Marin County on September 23
at 1 p.m. A donation may be
sent in her name to The Sonoma
County Food Bank, Redwood
Gospel Mission, Hospice of
Petaluma or a charity of your
own choosing.
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