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The Oest Ranch near Auburn
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Founded in 1859, Oest Ranch seeks protection to

stay rural

Nov 29, 2018, 6:48am PST

One of the oldest operating cattle operations in Placer County is

protecting its agricultural land for generations, putting it into

long-term conservancy.

The Oest Ranch was founded in 1859 and is still in business just

north of Auburn. The Oest family is now protecting the use of the

940-acre ranch with zoning and tax contracts that benefit the ag

operations and discourage development of the property into

commercial use or subdivisions.

The land is in 20 parcels totaling 940 acres, some of it off

Highway 49 north of Auburn. Most of it is 15 miles south in the American River canyon near Lake

Clementine. Some of the land is crossed with creeks and some of the rock outcroppings on the land

feature native American grinding holes.

“It is beautiful property with spectacular views. Absent some kind of protection, these would be

valuable home sites,” said Josh Huntsinger, Placer County agricultural commissioner.

The Oest family is now seeking to upgrade some existing Williamson Act-protected land with newer

and longer-term Farmland Security Zones and to create a Farmland Security Zone contract for some

previously unprotected parcels, Huntsinger said.

The Williamson Act protects farmland from development by putting it in a 10-year nondevelopment
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contract where rather than being assessed for taxes based on land value, the property is taxed based

on the value of its farm production. That value is typically far less than the value that would otherwise

be assessed, said Kally Kedinger-Cecil, a planner with Placer County. 

In a Farmland Security Zone, also known as a Super Williamson Act contract, the land is protected for

20-year increments, and receives a further 35 percent reduction in taxation relative to the value of

production, Kedinger-Cecil said. This may be the first Super Williamson Act protection in Placer

County, she said.

Because the action will change the amount of tax revenue the county collects from the land, it must

be approved by the Placer County Board of Supervisors. Its vote is scheduled for next Tuesday. The

county has been interested in preserving agricultural land, Huntsinger said. The change was already

approved by the Placer County Agricultural Commission earlier this year.

“Voluntary ag land conservation is one of the most effective ways to ensure we remain the true Farm-

to-Fork Capital, now and for future generations,” said Jeff Darlington, executive director of the Placer

Land Trust. The Oest family has also protected its land with protected agricultural easements with the

Land Trust, Darlington said. That protection goes for perpetuity.

“The conservation easements and the Williamson Act contracts are very complementary,” Darlington

said.

The incorporated city of Auburn goes up north to Nevada Street and Highway 49, but then North

Auburn, which is a highly developed part of the county, runs another four miles north along Highway

49 to Lorenson Road. The headquarters of Oest Ranch is just about a mile north of that, in an area that

is largely agricultural and rural. In addition to Oest Ranch, that area is home to Placer County’s Wine

Trail, a series of vineyards and wineries.

The Oests' grazing land along Highway 49 is level and off a major highway.

“They have received many offers in the past to sell their land for development,” Darlington said.

"We had to weigh the pros and the cons, and we're all in agreement to keep it as ag land," said Loren

Oest, who is currently working the ranch. The contract won't change anything the family currently

does on the property, he said.

In addition to cattle and hundreds of beehives, the land is home to lots of wildlife, Oest said.

"This is the way my ancestors wanted it, and that's the way we want to pass it down," he said.
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