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By Patric Hedlund, TME
The phone rang the day after 

Kathleen Weinstein of the Pine 
Mountain community returned 
from a magical trip to Spain 
and France with her husband, 
Mel. They had reserved tickets 
for an event on July 1 at the 
Tejon Ranch Conservancy. It 
involved a challenging hike—a 
good opportunity to work 
off some of those delicious 
Parisian pastries. 

The call was from an 
acquaintance who works for 
the Conservancy. As a couple, 
the Weinsteins had been 
discussing donating money 
to the nonprofit Tejon Ranch 
Conservancy. 

But what she heard in the 
phone call last Thursday was 
a shock. Her friend told her 
that the Tejon Ranch Compa-
ny would not allow her on the 
ranch property because “she 
said negative things about the 
ranch.” 

Weinstein searched her 
mind to think what the caller 
could be talking about. 

Then it came to her. 
She had participated in 

the comment phase of the 
California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) process for 
the Tejon Ranch Centennial 
project. CEQA mandates that 
the public be invited to submit 

comments, questions and 
concerns about proposed land 
developments, so all impacts of 
a proposed project are examined 
thoroughly before permits for 
building are granted.
Public Health Concerns

Weinstein had joined in an 
analysis of the Centennial 
Environmental Impact Report 
(EIR) with the TriCounty 
Watchdogs, a citizens’ group 
that asked questions about 
issues such as valley fever risks 
to residents and construction 
workers, and about adequate 
long-term water supplies 
for Centennial’s proposed 
19,333 new homes (a possible 
50,000 to 70,000 new people), 
surrounded by industrial parks 
and commercial developments 
between Gorman and Neenach. 

Asking these questions is 
what appears to have gotten 
Kathleen Weinstein, a retired 
nurse with concerns about 
public health, banned from the 
Tejon Ranch Conservancy.

Lucinda McDade, Executive 

The BlacklisT: 
Tejon Ranch wages war on science 
and public comment

Director of Rancho Santa Ana 
Botanic Garden (RSABG) was 
contacted Saturday to ask if 
she’d heard of a Tejon Ranch 
blacklist. She replied, “I was 
indirectly informed that [the 
Botanic Garden] was on the 
‘banned’ list by my colleague, 
Travis Columbus.”
The Eriogonum Society

“Travis was planning to 
take a field trip to Tejon 
Ranch with a group of people 
who are serious enthusiasts of 
buckwheats (there are many 
native California species and 
a very cool one on the Ranch 
—genus Eriogonum). [He] 
was informed—not very many 
days before the trip—that The 
Eriogonum Society is banned 
due to its affiliation with 
California Native Plant Society 
and [us].”
The Blacklist Gag Order

The Mountain Enterprise has 
now acquired records that ap-
pear to reveal a blacklist, part 
of a systematic attempt to gag 
citizens and send a message to 

scientists to keep them from 
participating in the CEQA  
comment process regarding 
Centennial. The Nixon-style 
“enemies list” is coming from 
Tejon Ranch Company man-
agement, and is being conveyed 
through orders given to Tejon 
Ranch Conservancy scientists.

McDade wrote to the Con-
servancy: “I’d like to protest 
Rancho Santa Ana Botanic 
Garden’s inclusion on this 
list. RSABG is most emphati-
cally not an advocacy group. 
We have taken no position on 
the [Centennial] project nor 
will we take one. We research, 
document, learn and teach; we 
do not advocate,” the executive 
director wrote.

Her own words make it 
very clear that there is an 
intentional chilling effect in 
Tejon Ranch’s message to the 
very scientists who are most 
knowledgeable about Tejon 
Ranch’s natural resources: 
“Don’t speak up. Don’t share 
scientific information with Los 

Angeles County. Stay silent...or 
else....” 
California Native Plant Society

“This McCarthy-like witch-
hunt [tactic] of blacklisting in-
dividuals started in June, as far 
as I know,” said Nick Jensen, 
Ph.D., Conservation Analyst for 
CNPS. Jensen says he loves Te-
jon Ranch and has been helping 
with scientific research projects 
for the Conservancy for several 
years.

The Tejon Ranch side of the 
Western Antelope Valley habitat 
still supports wild antelope, 
grazing on rare grasses and that 
unique Tehachapi buckwheat 
(Eriogonum callistum).

Jensen is also a member of 
the California Native Plant 
Society (CNPS). He has volun-
teered to lead public tours of 
the Conservancy as a docent. A 
partial title of his doctoral the-
sis is “A floristic study of Tejon 
Ranch....” 

The CNPS is a group of 
professional botanists and 

Frazier Mountain High School student Ben Miseroy on 
a photo safari in 2016 with Tejon Ranch Conservancy 
scientists, exploring the vast landscape that may be 

converted to Centennial development.


