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NOW WITH

FASTER SPEEDS THAN EVER
IN LAKE OF THE WOODS, FRAZIER 

PARK, PINON PINES, CUDDY VALLEY and
Lockwood valley  (other areas coming soon)

242-5500 x61
www.frazmtn.com • wireless@frazmtn.com

HOME RENTALS
Real Estate and

Property Management Specialist

818-983-9689
Ellie Melili
DRE# 01301719 DIRECT LISTING SERVICE

661.245.4400
Call for take-out

3216 Mt. Pinos Way • Frazier Park 
Regular Hours 7 days per week, 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

EVERY FRIDAY through Summer
DINNER and LIVE MUSIC 5 p.m.-8 p.m.

Bring the Family!

Live Music 
w/ Bandit

Dinner Specials!

FREEDELIVERY!w/ minimum purchase

Now Open 7 Days/week
7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

NEVER SKIP BREAKFAST AGAIN!

  Summer
Nights

ARE
BACK!

The BlacklisT: 
Tejon Ranch wages war on 
science and public comment
California native plant 
enthusiasts. The group joined 
in to analyze the impact of 
the Centennial project on 
the heritage grasslands of 
the Western Antelope Valley. 
Their partner in developing 
that analysis is the Center for 
Biological Diversity (CBD). 

CBD was one of the environ-
mental groups approached over 
11 years ago by Tejon Ranch’s 
former management to negoti-
ate the secret 2008 “Big Green” 
truce. CBD decided it was not 
wise to keep so much from the 
public, so it refused to sign the 
second round of confidentiality 
agreements and withdrew as a 
party to the negotiations.

In the years since, the Cen-
ter for Biological Diversity has 
filed lawsuits against Tejon 
Ranch Company, challenging 
the state’s transfer of public 
assets to private gain with the 
Kern Water Bank, for instance.

The 2008 accord between 
the Tejon Ranch Company and 
the  Big Greens—Sierra Club, 
Audubon California, the Plan-
ning and Conservation League, 
the  Natural Resources Defense 
Council, and the Endangered 
Habitats League—gave birth 
to the Tejon Ranch Conservan-
cy. It was applauded by former 
Governor Schwarzenegger and 
former Tejon Ranch CEO Bob 
Stine as a breakthrough win-
win partnership between devel-
opers and environmentalists.

A full 240,000 acres of Tejon 
Ranch land was to be under 
Conservancy management for
study and preservation. The 
public was told the Conservan-
cy would be an independent, 
science-driven research and 
preservation group. 

That was the public rela-
tions spin that brought Tejon 
Ranch’s stockholders into posi-
tion to receive a passthrough 
of  $15.8 million in public tax-
payer funds from California’s 
Wildlife Conservation Board 
in 2010. The WCB distributes 
state funds for wildlife habitat 
acquisition. It gave the money 
to the Conservancy, which 
passed it to Tejon Ranch Com-
pany, to preserve 62,000 acres 
for wildlife corridors between 
habitat islands managed by 

Continued from page 1

the Conservancy. 
In addition to money, the de-

velopers got the promise that 
their Big Green partners would 
stand mute through the CEQA 
call for comments for Tejon 
Mountain Village, the Grapevine 
development and Centennial. 

Those groups are carefully 
complying with their end of the 
deal. But under Tejon Ranch’s 
current CEO, Greg Bielli, 
the corporation now appears 
to have little patience with 
the fact that other concerned 
citizens and scientific groups 
are not obligated to comply 

with the same “no comment” 
pact as the Big Greens.

Public access was linked to 
the taxpayers’ $15.8 million. 
Yet Conservancy scientists and 
public access personnel are now 
ordered to ban people from ac-
cess if they submit a negative 
comment on Centennial. 

Conservancy President 
and CEO Bob Reid said he 
follows Tejon Ranch em-
ployees’ orders about access 
to Conservancy lands and 
events. On June 21, 2018 
at 9:22 a.m. Antone “Tony” 
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Former Governor Arnold 
Schwarzenegger (with 
Natural Resources Defense 
Council’s Joel Reynolds and 
Tejon Ranch CEO Robert 
Stine) spoke at the press 
conference in 2008 to mark 
the “Big Green” and Tejon 
Ranch Company accord. 
Tejon Ranch Conservancy 
was introduced as an 
independent nonprofit. 
The Governor helped Tejon 
Ranch obtain the Wildlife 
Conservation Board payout 
of  $15.8 million in taxpayer 
funds.
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Science is the 
foundation of all our 

efforts.... Only through 
research, monitoring, 

and adapting 
our conservation 

management 
based on new findings 
will we fully understand 
Tejon Ranch’s natural 

resources and how best 
to protect, enhance, 
and restore them.

—Tejon Ranch Conservancy website


