






As planning for Village South moves
along, the city received feedback
from Claremont’s sustainability

wing last week. 
Principal Planner Chris Veirs held a question and an-

swer session with members of Sustainable Claremont
and the general public at the Pomona College’s Hahn
Building on July 23. The topics included best practices,
LEED certification and a mix of rental and for-purchase
units. 

“I feel like I’m coming back home,” Mr. Veirs said.
“I used to come to every one of these dialogs.”

The 17-acre area, which comprises the Vortox build-
ing (owned by Keck Graduate Institute), the former
Richard Hibbard Chevrolet Dealership, King Precision
Glass (formerly Garner Glass) and an assortment of
homes and smaller businesses, is the designated spot
for a southerly expansion of the Village. Part of this is
to take advantage of future transit opportunities like the
Gold Line, and the city has received a $400,000-plus
grant from Metro to aid in creating a specific plan for
the area. 

The first question centered on LEED (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design) certification, which
is a framework to create more energy efficient, greener
buildings. 

Mr. Veirs said that through Claremont’s sustainable
city plan, the expectation for new development is for it
to be LEED certified. Courier Place, for example, be-
came certified because of its proximity to transit.

“I will point out that anything that gets built in this
district is going to be very green in essence, because
we hope that some of the standards that are created tend
to lend itself towards development that will be transit-
oriented,” he said. 

Another question from Sue Keith pertained to tree
canopy. Mr. Veirs emphasized that the city is looking
at the area of Indian Hill south of Arrow Highway as a
model, despite a recent COURIER report that the

jacarandas have been suffering as of late. 
“We’ve got a row of mature jacarandas in the me-

dian and on either side that do a pretty good job of say-
ing you’re in Claremont now,” he said. “We’re trying to
duplicate that in this one segment that is, frankly, the
least green section of the street.”

Another person asked Mr. Veirs about what kind of
influence the specific plan has on any upcoming de-
velopment in Village South. Mr. Veirs noted the city
could write a plan that requires “anything we want,”

but it won’t necessarily get implemented. The key, he
said, is to create something that the community wants
to see which jells with developers and property own-
ers. 

Resident Jennifer Jaffe brought up the idea of a
“micro grid,” which Peter Coye described as “each
building being able generate its own power.”

“Given the size of the plot of land, there’s no doubt
that this could be a net-zero project, meaning beyond

Claremont COURIER/Friday, August 3, 2018 3CITY NEWS

City reaches out to residents for Village South planning

VILLAGE SOUTH/page 5

COURIER photo/Steven Felschundneff
Chris Veirs, principal planner for the city of Claremont, gives a presentation about the Village South Specific
Plan during a recent dialogue hosted by Sustainable Claremont at Pomona College. 

With the recent an-
nouncement by Keck
Graduate Institute
that it will open a
medical school, con-
struction at the site is
on “accelerated
schedule,” according
to President Sheldon
Schuster. 

Just west of Indian
Hill Boulevard next to
the railroad tracks at
First Street is a huge
400-room KGI devel-
opment to be used for
dorm space for stu-
dents. 

There will also be
10,000-square-feet set
aside for classroom
space and amenities.
Keck officials say the
projects should be
complete this fall.
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