
PALMDALE — After 
years of rehabilitation work, 
two apartment buildings in 
Palmdale’s central core are 
ready to provide affordable 
housing for area veterans.

City staff, political 
leaders and nonprofit 
organizations came 
together Wednesday to 
mark the completion of the 
twin apartment buildings 
at Fifth Street East and 
Avenue Q-6.

Property owner Joe Estes 
worked with Palmdale 
officials to get the project 
off the ground, securing 
a $160,000 loan through 
the Palmdale Housing 
Authority to help fund 
the extensive renovations 
required. All together, the 
work came to more than 
$350,000 Estes said.

The two buildings have 

eight apartment units, 
including one-, two- and 
three-bedroom units.

Estes said he plans 
to coordinate with local 
agencies that work with 
area veterans to find 
tenants. He expects to 
have the first units rented 
in a month or so, after a 
few last-minute items are 
completed.

“We want to see our 
veterans families in these 
homes and progressing 
with their lives in our 
community,” Palmdale’s 
Director of Neighborhood 
Services Mike Miller said.

Under the terms of the 
Housing Authority loan, 
the units must be classified 
as affordable, meaning 
rents at 80% or less of the 
median income for Los 
Angeles County and rented 
to veterans, according to 
Miller.

Speaking as a veteran 

himself, Assistant City 
Manager J.J. Murphy, a 
retired Air Force Reserves 
major, told Estes and his 
wife Elsie that he “had 22 
reasons to thank you and 
your wife.”

“Yesterday, 22 veterans 
committed suicide and 
that will probably happen 
again today. That’s the 
national average. If more 
people like you and your 
wife did projects like this, 
then tomorrow maybe that 
number isn’t 22 anymore,” 
Murphy said. “This project 
has substantial impact on 
the future of veterans in the 
Antelope Valley.”

Estes said his own 
family’s history of military 
service, dating to his 
grandfather’s service in 
World War I, provided the 
incentive for the project.

“We’re here because 
veterans are out there 

AFFORDABLE 
HOUSING
Palmdale’s 
Director of 
Neighborhood 
Services Mike 
Miller, right, 
presents 
affordable 
housing for 
veterans 
renovated by 
property owner 
Joe Estes 
with help of a 
loan from the 
city’s Housing 
Authority.
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PALMDALE — 
Palmdale Learning 
Plaza eighth grade 
language arts and 
visual and performing 
arts teacher Heather 
Lighston has been a 
school site Teacher of 
the Year twice — the 
first time in the 2014-
15 academic year at 

the now-closed Juniper 
Intermediate School. 
Lighston received the 
honor again this year 
at Palmdale Learning 
Plaza. She added 
the Palmdale School 
District Teacher of 
the Year title and was 
recently named one of 
Los Angeles County’s 
top 16 teachers. 

LANCASTER — Mariposa 
Computer Science Magnet 
School held its first of three 
Epic Builds Showcase in 
partnership with Code to the 
Future Wednesday afternoon.

Using a program called 
Scratch, produced by a 
professor at MIT, students 
can engage in block coding 
to design games and other 
computer-based learning 
products that provide viable 
life skills such as critical 
thinking and problem solving 
that will equip them for the 
future.

“The key challenge is not 
how to teach creativity to 
children, but rather how to 
create an environment in 
which their creativity will 
take root, grow, and flourish,” 
said principal Michael Choate 
in his opening remarks to the 
parents.

From Kindergarten to 
sixth grade, the students 
are learning to be their own 
coders, mastering different 
techniques of block-based 
coding and debugging that 
will not only benefit them in 
the technology and computer 
science field, but for life.
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FIRST BLACK DRAFTED IN NFL
George Taliaferro, the star 
Indiana running back who in 
1949 became the first black 
player drafted in the NFL, has 
died. He was 91. 
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A special good morning to Valley Press
subscriber Gloria Wallace of California City

Hurricane Michael 
slams Florida with 
155 mph winds

Businesses are
scrambling for  
holiday workers

Muncy leads 
the LA Dodgers 
in home runs
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today’s outlook

Weather: c6     lotto: B1

Sunny. Highs 
in the low 70s. 
Lows in the low 
50s. Winds at 15 
mph.
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News You Need

Dow sinks 831 
points as techs 
plunge
U.S. stocks plunged to their 
worst loss in eight months on 
Wednesday as technology 
companies continued to drop. 
The Dow Jones Industrial 
Average fell 831 points. The 
losses were widespread, and 
stocks that have been the 
biggest winners on the market 
the last few years suffered. A4

US: New rules on 
foreign investments
The Treasury Department 
issued new rules Wednesday 
on foreign investments into 
American companies that 
will give the government 
more power to block foreign 
transactions on national security 
grounds. A4

Spend day with old 
timers at BBQ
The 91st annual Old Timers 
BBQ will be held on Sunday 
at the Van Dan Pavilion at the 
Antelope Callry Fairgrounds. 
Come and see your neighbours, 
old classmates and friends. A3

Helping patients 
with rarest of rare 
diseases
The youngster’s mysterious 
symptoms stumped every 
expert his parents consulted: 
No diagnosis explained why 
he couldn’t sit up on his own, 
or why he’d frequently choke, 
or his neurologic and intestinal 
abnormalities. B1

Senate Democrats 
lose health care vote
Days after ending a turbulent 
Supreme Court confirmation 
fight, the Senate turned back 
to health care — with a battle 
squarely aimed at coloring next 
month’s crucial elections for 
control of Congress. B1

City’s lacking power for pot
CALIFORNIA CITY — 

As the city strives to bring 
to fruition the commercial 
marijuana industry it has 
been working to attract 
for two years — and the 
tax base it promises — it 
continues to adjust policies 
to adapt to the changing 
situation.

While California 
City’s vast tracts of open 
land proved desirable 
for companies looking 
to establish cultivation, 
manufacturing and 
distribution facilities, as 

time has gone on they are 
discovering greater issues 
with providing utilities to 
these sites than originally 
thought, hampering 
development.

To help get some of the 
cultivation facilities up 
and running sooner, the 
City Council on Tuesday 
agreed to clarifications 
in the city cannabis 
ordinance to allow those 
cultivation operations that 
were awarded city permits 
based on plans for indoor 

growing operations using 
artifical light to switch 
to robust greenhouses in 
the short term, until they 
are able to obtain the 
necessary electrical power 
for their planned growing 
operations.

The issue has become 
critical as both Southern 
California Edison and the 
Gas Company have said 
they will not be able to 
provide sufficient energy 
to these facilities for at 
least several years, City 

Manager Robert Stockwell 
said.

Without some means of 
operating until then, the 
city runs the risk of losing 
prospective businesses 
to other cities where the 
infrastructure is already 
available, he said.

The city’s ordinance has 
allowed for greenhouses 
for cultivation since it 
was initially approved 
in 2016, Stockwell said. 
The clarification was 
proposed to allow those 

companies that originally 
had not planned to use 
greenhouses to switch to 
them on a short-term basis 
until sufficient electricity 
is available to power their 
growing operations. It will 
also allow the city to begin 
collecting taxes on these 
businesses sooner.

The ordinance 
specifically prohibits 
outdoor cultivation, so that 
is not an option under the 
current law.

Under the proposal 
approved Tuesday, 
cultivators may construct 

By ALLISON GATLIN
Valley Press Staff Writer Gives the OK for greenhouses
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Step 1: Students
using code from  
scratch to future
By KELSEY KUKAUA
Valley Press Staff Writer
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CODING CLASS — Tony Hicks, 8, demonstrates his coding abilities Wednesday 
afternoon in Mrs. Hill’s third grade class of Mariposa Computer Science Magnet 
School. The school held its first of three Epic Builds Showcase in partnership with 
Code to the Future.

By JULIE DRAKE
Valley Press Staff Writer

Spotlight shines
on the two-time 
teacher of year

Contributed
TOP TEACHER — Palmdale Learning Plaza eighth 
grade language arts and visual and performing 
arts teacher Heather Lighston has been a school 
site Teacher of the Year twice. She added the 
Palmdale School District Teacher of the Year 
title and was recently named one of Los Angeles 
County’s top 16 teachers. 

Affordable housing for
veterans is on the way
By ALLISON GATLIN
Valley Press Staff Writer


