
"This is one of my first hands 
that someone is actually using 
on a daily basis. When he sent 
me the video, I almost teared up 
— all the work I put in is actually 
making his life better. It was really 
heartwarming."
—   Jaden Ramos, Redwood High School

By Mark Prado
mprado@marinij.com 
@MarkPradoIJ on Twitter

Backers of an effort to repeal a state gas tax 
increase that went into effect last year say they 
already have enough signatures to put the issue 
on November’s ballot, a move that would hurt 
Marin transportation projects if successful, ac-
cording to local officials.

The president of the Howard Jarvis Tax Asso-
ciation said his group needs 585,000 signatures 
by May 21 to get the item on the ballot. About 
750,000 signatures have been collected, with the 
group aiming for up to 850,000 to cover any sig-
natures that might be invalidated.

“A tax like this is simply a bad idea,” said Jon 
Coupal, president of the Howard Jarvis Tax As-
sociation. “This was jammed down the pub-
lic’s throat without any voter approval at all. In 
Marin, where taxes are high already, people are 
concerned.”

The approval of a state gas tax increase by 
the Legislature — not voters — in April 2017 will 
bring $14 million a year to Marin for local roads, 
bus transit and the possibility of more funds for 
commuter rail and highway work. With the ad-
ditional 12 cents, the gas tax rose to 30 cents.

The deal — via Senate Bill 1 — will generate 
$52.4 billion for transportation funding over the 
next decade.

Part of the cash will be doled out to counties 
across the state per a formula. Marin is in line to 
get $10 million annually for road repairs to be di-
vided among cities, towns and the county — but 
not if it is repealed.
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Planners 
unnerved 
by gas tax 

By Nick Miroff
The Washington Post

The state of California has rejected the terms 
of the Trump administration’s initial request to 
deploy National Guard troops along the border 
with Mexico, U.S. military officials and the head 
of the Border Patrol said Monday, the latest sign 
of persistent tension with the White House over 
immigration enforcement.

The troops in California are under the com-
mand of Gov. Jerry Brown, a Democrat, who last 
week said he would send up to 400 personnel in 
a limited role.

Just how limited became clearer Monday af-
ter California’s National Guard told Homeland 
Security officials the state will not allow soldiers 
to do the types of things they’re doing elsewhere 
on the border: monitoring surveillance cameras, 
performing maintenance and transporting U.S. 
border agents.

“The California National Guard has indicated 
they will not perform those missions,” Defense 
Department official Robert Salesses told report-
ers at a briefing Monday. He said Homeland Se-
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Under pressure from a judge, 
Michael Cohen revealed he has 
also provided legal counsel for 
Sean Hannity. PAGE A5 

NEW YORK

Trump lawyer discloses 
Fox News host as client

The seven-hour fight with 
makeshift weapons was the 
worst U.S. prison riot in a 
quarter-century. PAGE A6 

SOUTH CAROLINA

7 inmates killed in brawl 
over money and territory

The Associated Press

SANTA ROSA >> The Press 
Democrat of Santa Rosa 
has won the Pulitzer Prize 
in breaking news for cov-
erage of devastating wild-
fires that swept through 
wine country in October.

Executive Editor Cath-
erine Barnett said on the 
newspaper’s website Mon-
day that it is “a proud day 
for our newsroom.”

Barnett says staf f 
headed “toward the flames 
to bring a powerful and 
continual telling” of the 
story even as their friends, 
families, neighbors and 
co-workers were being af-
fected.

She says the newspa-
per will continue to write 
on the many people who 
lost homes “and so much 
more” when several wild-
fires erupted October 8 
and swept through So-
noma, Napa, Mendocino 
and Yuba counties.

The blazes killed 44 peo-
ple and destroyed more 
than 5,000 homes.

The New York Times 
and the New Yorker won 
the Pulitzer Prize for pub-
lic service, breaking the 
Harvey Weinstein scandal 
with reporting that galva-
nized the #MeToo move-
ment and set off a world-
wide reckoning over sexual 

SONOMA COUNTY

Press Democrat gets Pulitzer for fire coverage

KENT PORTER — THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Press Democrat staffers celebrate the announcement 
of the paper’s Pulitzer Prize on Monday. From left: Randi 
Rossmann, Julie Johnson, Martin Espinoza, JD Morris, 
Christi Warren, Mary Callahan and Chad Surmick. 

By Keri Brenner
kbrenner@marinij.com 
@KeriWorks on Twitter

If world peace could 
be achieved with a 3-D 
printer and a ton of plastic, 
then Jaden Ramos is work-
ing on it, hand by hand. 

In mid-February, Ra-
mos, 15, of Greenbrae, a 
sophomore at Redwood 
High School in Larkspur, 
finished work on a 3-D 
prosthetic of a forearm 
and hand for a Romanian 
man who had lost his own 
in a work accident. The 
man, his son said in an on-
line plea for help, had no 
money to get a traditional 
prosthetic and no support 
in the poor community.

When he shipped the 
finished prosthetic to the 
struggling Romanian fam-
ily, Ramos had no idea if it 
would work. A few weeks 
later, however, he had his 
answer via a video from 
the family showing the fa-
ther picking up packages 
with the prosthetic hand.

“This is one of my first 
hands that someone is ac-
tually using on a daily ba-
sis,” said Ramos, a varsity 
wrestler and team co-cap-
tain at Redwood. “When 
he sent me the video, I al-
most teared up — all the 
work I put in is actually 
making his life better. It 
was really heartwarming.”

Ramos’ mother Chris-
tina Ramos said her son 
has always loved tinker-
ing with his hands from 
the age of 2, when the tod-
dler would build intricate 
model train tracks on the 
living room floor.

“Jaden’s always been 
very tactical,” she said. 
“He definitely has a gift 
for these kinds of things.”

Using only photographs 
and measurements sent 
from the Romanian man’s 
family, Ramos spent an av-
erage of two to three hours 
several days a week from 
December to February 
tweaking the dimensions 
of a prototype model of a 

GREENBRAE

MODEL BEHAVIOR
Redwood High student creates prosthetic limb for overseas man

Ramos tests the tension on the cable “tendons” on a 
plastic hand Monday. 

PHOTOS BY JOCELYN KNIGHT — SPECIAL TO THE MARIN INDEPENDENT JOURNAL 

Jaden Ramos, pictured Monday in his bedroom at the family home in Greenbrae, developed a plastic hand and forearm for a 
Romanian man who was dismembered. Ramos’ tools included a 3-D printer, wires and dental rubber bands. 
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