
CORTE MADERA

Hearing set on change 
to furniture store plan

The town Planning 
Commission has scheduled 
a hearing April 24 to con-
sider a permit amendment 
application for the furni-
ture store RH at the Vil-
lage at Corte Madera. 

RH, formerly known 
as Restoration Hardware, 
wants to make modifica-
tions to the RH Gallery 
building approved by the 
Town Council last year. 

The proposal includes 
relocating the restau-
rant from the ground level 
to the rooftop loft. The 
Corte Madera-based com-
pany also wants to reduce 
the building footprint 
from 24,355 square feet to 
18,622 square feet and add 
about 5,000 square feet of 
landscaping on the north, 
south and east sides.

The commission is set 
to meet at 7 p.m. at Town 
Hall at 300 Tamalpais 
Drive.

SAN RAFAEL

Author will discuss 
polar explorer Boyd

The Marin History Mu-
seum Lecture Series will 
feature a talk with au-
thor Joanna Kafarowski 
on April 26 about polar ex-
plorer Louise Arner Boyd.

The event is set for 7 
p.m. at the Elks Lodge at 
1312 Mission Ave. The sug-
gested donation is $10.

More information is 
available at 415-382-1182 
or info@marinhistory.org.

Presentation planned 
on childhood poverty

The Marin Communica-
tions Forum will hold a pre-
sentation by the Public Pol-
icy Institute of California 
about childhood poverty 
and the social safety net.

The forum is scheduled 
for 10 to 11:30 a.m. April 30 
at the Embassy Suites hotel 
at 101 McInnis Parkway.

More information is 
available by email at Mi-
chelle@First5Marin.org or 
by phone at 415-257-8555.

STINSON BEACH

Parking areas reopen 
after storm damage

Portions of the Stinson 
Beach parking lot have 
been reopened follow-
ing flooding damage this 
month.

The central and south-
ern parking areas are now 
available, the National 
Park Service said Friday. 
The northern parking lot 
and northern bathrooms 
remain closed.

In your town
Send us your news: Email news items from Marin’s cities 
and towns to localnews@marinij.com or mail them to City 
Desk, Marin Independent Journal, 4000 Civic Center Drive, 
Suite 301, San Rafael, CA 94903.
Send us your photos: Send photos to photos@marinij.
com and include your name, phone number and some de-
tails about the photo.

RESERVOIR LEVELS

In acre-feet

79,566
Total capacity

78,156
Storage as of April 15

73,089
Average for this date
An acre-foot equals 325,851 
gallons and provides water for 
about three households for 1 year

RAINFALL

In inches at Lake Lagunitas since 
July 1

38.49
Season’s rainfall to April 15

94.48
Last year’s rainfall to date

48.87
Average rainfall for this date

SOURCES

Millions of gallons per day

WATER WATCH

MMWD  
RESERVOIRS
Week ending 
4/15/18

9.45
Same week 
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6.52

RUSSIAN 
RIVER
Week ending 
4/15/18

5.95
Same week 
last year

8.37
SOURCE: MMWD
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A five-hour manhunt for 
a burglary suspect at the 
San Rafael Rock Quarry 
ended with the arrest of 
a man who allegedly stole 
a rif le and ammunition 
from an on-site residence 
Monday.

Rigoberto Aguilar, 31, of 
San Rafael, was taken into 
custody around 11 a.m. at 
a residence where he was 
hiding in a bedroom, ac-
cording to the sheriff’s de-
partment. He does not live 
on the site.

The cr ime was re-
por ted early Monday 

morning by a woman who 
said her house had been 
broken into and a rif le 
was missing. At about 
5:45 a.m., a maintenance 

worker saw a man walk-
ing around the quarry 
property carrying a rif le 
near a group of houses on 
the site, said sheriff’s Lt. 

Nina Snyder.
Sheriff ’s deputies and 

San Rafael police searched 
the area and found evi-
dence in the house link-
ing Aguilar to the crime. 
He was booked into Marin 
County Jail on suspicion 
of burglary, possession 
of stolen property, vehi-
cle theft and being a felon 
in possession of a gun and 
ammunition.

Aguilar was also booked 
on a Marin County war-
rant in another investiga-
tion. He is a suspect in a 
prowling and burglary in-
cident that occurred in 
San Rafael over the past 
several days, according to 
the sheriff’s department.

SAN RAFAEL

Armed burglary suspect arrested

MARIN COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE PHOTO

Marin County Sheriff’s Office vehicles line the entrance to 
the San Rafael Rock Quarry on Monday during a search for 
a burglary suspect. 

ward over 25 years, I get to 
not only meet the author 
but also sell the his house 
— pretty cool.”

Smith started as a jour-
nalist and began writing 
fiction in the early 1970s. He 
wrote westerns and a series 
about gypsies before turn-
ing to mysteries set in Rus-
sia with his Russian protag-
onist, Arkady Renko. 

Smith has completed 
eight Arkady Renko nov-
els over the past 37 years. 
Arkady’s introduction to 
American readers in “Gorky 
Park” was a New York Times 

bestseller in 1981 and was 
made into a movie. 

The books followed 
Arkady from the Cold War, 
through Perestroika, the 
oligarchs, to current times 
under the rule of Putin.  

Through the decades, 
Smith has also explored 
other cultures and sus-
penseful historical mo-
ments with “Stallion Gate,” 
“Rose,” “December 6th” and 
“The Girl from Venice.”  

Smith is a two-time win-
ner of the Hammett Prize, 
a recipient of the Britain’s 
Golden Dagger Award, and 
the Premio Piemonte Giallo 
Internazionale. His final 
Arkady book was completed 
this year and will be pub-
lished in 2019.
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Oregon, Washington and 
Alaska combined, and 13 
times more than any other 
single observed fishery, ac-
cording to Turtle Island. 
The bill is working its way 
through the Legislature 
and is set for a hearing in 
front of the Senate Natural 
Resources and Water Com-
mittee next Tuesday.

“It’s a way to phase out 
the fishery,” said Todd 
Steiner, executive direc-
tor of Turtle Island, whose 
group recently released a 
controversial video target-
ing gill netting practices.  

Michael Milstein, spokes-

man for National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Associa-
tion Fisheries, which reg-
ulates operations, said the 
gill netting industry has 
made important strides.

“The fishery has really 
come a long way to develop 
safeguards to protect ma-
rine mammals,” he said, 
noting pingers have been 
put on nets to keep turtles 
and other sea creatures 
away. “The take of marine 
mammals has dropped in 
some cases to almost noth-
ing in recent years. People 
should keep this in per-
spective in terms of where 
the industry once was.”

Gill net advocates, such 
as the Alliance of Commu-
nities for Sustainable Fish-
eries, could not be reached 

for comment Monday. 
But the California Fisher-
ies and Seafood Institute 
have stated that 90 per-
cent of the fish caught by 
nets in the swordfish fish-
ery either go to market or 
are released alive.

And backers of the fishery 
note it is an economic driver. 
In 2015, the gill net fleet 
off the state’s coast caught 
roughly 132 metric tons of 
swordfish, shark and other 
species that went to market. 
The haul was valued at just 
under $800,000. Of that, 72.5 
metric tons were swordfish, 
with a value of $630,000, ac-
cording to a state analysis.

California is the last state 
on the West Coast that still 
allows the use of drift gill 
nets in its swordfish fishery, 

according to critics.
Some protections are al-

ready in place. Leatherback 
turtles — listed as endan-
gered by the federal gov-
ernment — feed on jellyfish 
off the coast of Marin in the 
summer through fall, typ-
ically arriving in August. 
Recognizing their shrink-
ing numbers, the federal 
government in 2012 estab-
lished the Pacific Leather-
back Conservation Area, 
which prohibits drift gill 
net fishing between Aug. 15 
and Nov. 15 along Califor-
nia from Point Sur north, 
some 16,000 square miles.

Swordfish fishermen say 
the industry is already regu-
lated by those guidelines and 
believe more rules will force 
a shutdown for their fishery.

Nets
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forearm and hand he found 
online, and then building 
the custom plastic body 
parts using his home 3-D 
printer.

“He had a stub at his el-
bow, and I realized I could 
use a special prosthetic 
that makes the hand move 
when he bends his elbow,” 
said Ramos. “You take 
the plastic and add some 
screws, springs and den-
tal rubber bands used for 
braces.”

Ramos said the forearm 
part of the prosthetic was 
the most difficult because 
“on the pictures, one part 
(of the man’s arm) looks fat, 
and the other looks skinny. 
It was hard see the fat and 
skin.”

Ramos credits his 
eighth-grade makers class 
teacher Jeff Deboi, at Kent 
Middle School in Kentfield, 

for noticing Ramos’ love for 
3-D printing construction 
and encouraging it. Deboi, 
in turn, credits Ramos for 
the inspiration.

“When we received our 
first 3-D printer, I ob-
served Jaden standing at 
the front door of his sixth-
grade class at the door with 
excitement,” Deboi said in 
an email. “At the end of the 
day, he rushed over to my 
room to see the new 3-D 
printer.”

“He was the first stu-
dent to design an object to 
be printed by the printer,” 
Deboi added. “His first 
project took 23 hours and 
18 minutes to print. As we 
purchased more 3-D print-
ers, he became more pas-
sionate of the potential of 
each machine.” 

One day, Deboi showed 
Ramos a website, enab-
lingthefuture.org, about 
an online community, e-
NABLE, that matches peo-
ple who need prosthetics 
with volunteer 3-D printer 

geeks who want to build 
them. Ramos was immedi-
ately hooked.

“I always like building 
models,” he said. “I have a 
passion for creating things 
— in my free time, instead 
of messing around with my 
friends, I would go to the 
makers room and work on 
the 3-D printer.”

Deboi said he could see 
immediately that Ramos 
was not only passionate 
about the technology, but 
also about how it could 
help others. 

“He printed an exam-
ple of a prosthetic hand 
for a child, and labored 
through the complexities 
with great hand skills to 
accomplish the task,” De-
boi said. “Jaden, in retro-
spect, has transformed to 
a student (who) can master 
engineering to help others.” 

Ramos uses a crowd-
funding website to accept 
contributions from fam-
ily, friends and supporters 
to pay for parts, materials 

and shipping. There is no 
charge to the people who 
receive the prosthetics.

Ramos also stops in 
from time to time at De-
boi’s class at Kent Middle 
School, where Deboi and 
a group of students have 
now developed a 3-D club 
for making prosthetics.

For Ramos, the work of 
making 3-D prosthetics is 
gratifying in several per-
sonal ways. 

“I really enjoy this pro-
cess,” Ramos said. “Not 
only is it a cool thing — it 
also is a way to just help 
someone’s life.”

Though it’s not world 
peace, Deboi said Ramos 
has accomplished a lot.

“Through his engineer-
ing skills and compassion, 
(Ramos) has raised himself 
to a new level that reaches 
out across continents to 
help others — even a far 
country of Romania,” De-
boi said. “It demonstrates 
that a student’s passion can 
reach global levels.”   
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“That would be a terri-
ble result for Marin,” said 
Dianne Steinhauser, who 
heads the Transporta-
tion Authority of Marin. 
“A good portion of the gas 
tax goes to local streets 
and roads. Projects like 
the Sonoma-Narrows wid-
ening benefit from gas tax 
because we can get fund-
ing to complete the proj-
ect. If we don’t keep it, I 
don’t know how we will 
get all the funding we 
need for the Narrows.” 

A Transportation Au-

thority of Marin January 
poll last year showed pot-
holes were a top issue for 
residents.

“People want potholes 
taken care of, they want 
their roads taken care of,” 
Steinhauser said. “Gas tax 
money is available for that.”

A 2016 road report, re-
leased by Save Califor-
nia Streets, shows Marin’s 
cities and towns and the 
county itself need to spend 
an estimated $458 million 
on roads over the next 10 
years to maintain their cur-
rent condition.

“The gas tax increased, 
it happened,” Steinhauser 
said. “I go out and do 
speaking engagements, 

and no one has noticed 
the gas tax has gone up. 
Gas goes up and down so 
unpredictably that I don’t 
think people are suffering. 
People are not driving be-
cause gas has gone up.”

But Kazz McDonald, 
who was filling up with gas 
Monday at Fuel 24:7 in San 
Rafael, said increases can 
be hard for families. 

“I think for any family 
these taxes can add up,” 
she said. “It’s an extra cost. 
I support the repeal. It is 
something we should vote 
on.”

The new gas tax will also 
allow the county to put in 
$3.8 million annually to 
put into Golden Gate and 

Marin Transit bus service.
The gas tax provides 

funds for projects like the 
Narrows widening and a 
planned flyover to connect 
northbound Highway 101 
with the Richmond-San 
Rafael Bridge.

But those projects will 
take the gas tax staying in 
place and voters’ approval 
of Regional Measure 3 in 
June. Marin and other Bay 
Area voters will be asked to 
approve a $3 toll increase 
on the June 5 ballot as part 
of the latter measure.

“We need RM3 to pass 
and the gas tax to stay,” 
Steinhauser said. “It’s im-
portant to Marin transpor-
tation projects.”

Gas tax
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