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WASHINGTON
Republicans represent 23

congressional districts that
Democrat Hillary Clinton won
in 2016. Thirteen of those Re-
publicans are banding together
to push their own plan to force
action on immigration.
It’s probably going nowhere,

meaning the plan’s purpose is to

help protect these vulnerable
GOP lawmakers politically as
Republicans and Democrats
remain stuck over how to tackle
immigration issues.
Darrell West, vice president

of governance studies at the
Brookings Institution, a non-
partisan think tank, said Repub-
licans are simply giving them-
selves political cover.
“They can say they made an

effort, then blame Congress as a
whole for not taking action,”

West said.
The vulnerable Republicans’

plan, introduced by Rep. Jeff
Denham, R-Turlock, with 38
other Republicans on Monday,
would have the House consider
a series of immigration bills.
Two of the bills – the DREAM

Act and the USA Act – have
been backed by both Democrats
and Republicans.
The USA Act provides a path

to legal citizenship for Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals

recipients while also providing
more for immigration enforce-
ment policies. The DREAM Act
provides a path to legal citizen-
ship without increased immigra-
tion enforcement.
DACA is an Obama-era pro-

gram that allows people who
entered the country illegally as
minors to remain, work and
study in the country legally.
President Donald Trump an-
nounced plans to phase out the
program in September.
He gave Congress a March 5

deadline to pass legislation
aimed at resolving the issue, but
court rulings have continued the
young immigrants’ protected
status for now.
The Securing America’s Fu-

ture Act has no Democratic
co-sponsors and includes border
wall funding, significant cuts to
paths to legal immigration and
no pathway to permanent citi-

Vulnerable House
Republicans seek
cover on immigration
BY KATE IRBY
kirby@mcclatchy.com

SEE IMMIGRATION, 5A

Two refugee girls from
Afghanistan got their
chance at an education
when Taliban rulers

were driven from their home
country.
Their mother brought them to

the United States in 2016 for
the dream of an education and
success. Now, their education is
on hold after they were denied
enrollment last month at the
Language Institute at Davis
High School.
Morsal and Nargis Amini

thought they could transfer
from Pitman High School in
Turlock, where they got a good
start. The sisters need to learn
more English to take classes in
science and other mainstream
subjects, earn their diplomas
and attend college.
But the focused and diligent

students have not attended
school for two weeks and fear
their opportunity is slipping
away. Advocates insist that
Morsal and Nargis are 17 and 18
respectively, raising questions
about whether they are being
denied basic access to public
education.
“These are diligent students

working to improve themselves
and their language skills,” said
Gilbert Howard, a volunteer for
the refugee resettlement group,
World Relief in Modesto. “It
seems to me that a better solu-
tion would be to let them finish

the school year as transfer stu-
dents.”
The issue has to do with the

Jan. 1 birthdates placed on their
documents to avoid confusion
with the different calendar used
in Afghanistan. The Jan. 1 dates
suggest that Morsal and Nargis
are 18 and 19 years old, which
means they won’t be able to
earn enough credits to graduate
on time.

In an ongoing issue with Mo-
desto City Schools, Title III of
the state Education Code allows
young refugees to stay in school
until age 21, but the school
district has not adopted the
policy.
In cases like this, the Lan-

guage Institute, an accelerated
English language program at

‘We just want to survive
in this country’

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Morsal Amini, a refugee from Afghanistan, stands in her Modesto home on Friday. Amini and another refugee were denied enrollment last
month at the Language Institute at Davis High School, where they thought they could transfer to from Pitman High School in Turlock.

Afghan refugees
fight to attend
Modesto school ‘‘WE ARE DOOMING NEW MEMBERS OF OUR

COMMUNITY TO BE UNDER-EDUCATED AND
FORCING THEM INTO DEPENDENCE, WHEN
THEY WANT TO BE INDEPENDENT AND
CONTRIBUTING.
Lindsey Bird, coordinator of the Language Institute

BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com
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FLAGSTAFF, ARIZ.
A self-driving Uber SUV

struck and killed a pedestrian
in suburban Phoenix in the
first death involving a fully
autonomous test vehicle – an
accident that could have far-
reaching consequences for the
new technology.
The crash Sunday night in

Tempe was the event many in
the auto and technology in-
dustries were dreading but
knew was inevitable.
Uber immediately suspend-

ed all road-testing of such
autos in the Phoenix area,
Pittsburgh, San Francisco and
Toronto. The testing has been
going on for months as auto-
makers and technology compa-
nies like the ride-hailing serv-
ice compete to be the first with
cars that operate on their own.
The Volvo was in self-driv-

ing mode with a human back-
up driver at the wheel when it
hit 49-year-old Elaine Herzb-
erg as she was walking a bicy-
cle outside the lines of a
crosswalk, police said. She
died at a hospital.
Uber CEO Dara Khosrow-

shahi expressed condolences
on his Twitter account and
said the company is working
with local law enforcement on
the investigation.
The National Transporta-

tion Safety Board, which
makes recommendations for
preventing crashes, and the
National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration, which
can enact regulations, sent
investigators.
Tempe police Sgt. Ronald

Elcock said local authorities
haven’t drawn any conclu-
sions about who is at fault but
urged people to use cross-
walks. He told reporters at a
news conference Monday the
Uber vehicle was traveling
around 40 mph when it hit
Helzberg immediately as she
stepped on to the street.
Neither she nor the backup

driver showed signs of impair-

Arizona
woman
killed by
self-driving
Uber car
BY FELICIA FONSECA
AND TOM KRISHER
Associated Press

SEE UBER, 5A
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SERIAL BOMBER
STRIKES AGAIN
The hunt for the serial
bomber who has been
leaving deadly explosives
in packages on Austin
doorsteps took a new,
more sinister turn
Monday. 8A
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zenship for DACA recip-
ients.
Under House rules,

whichever bill wins a
majority and receives the
highest number of votes in
the package would be
considered passed and
move on to the Senate.
“We have several viable

solutions stuck in commit-
tee, unable to advance for
debate and amendment,”
Denham said. “The grid-
lock simply cannot contin-
ue.”
Sponsors in Clinton-

won districts include Den-
ham, Reps. David Vala-
dao, R-Hanford, Will
Hurd, R-Texas, Carlos
Curbelo, R-Fla., Dana
Rohrabacher, R-Costa
Mesa, and Stephen
Knight, R-Lancaster.
Reps. Darrell Issa, R-
Vista, and Ileana Ros-
Lehtinen, R-Fla., also
signed on but are retiring
in 2018.
Many also have large

Latino populations. Den-
ham’s district is 40 per-
cent Latino, Valadao’s is
71 percent and Curbelo’s
is 74 percent.
The White House and

Democrats have been
trying, unsuccessfully, to
find common ground. The
effort by the vulnerable
Republicans to use little-
known actions to force

their own leadership to
consider immigration
legislation is yet another
indicator of the ongoing
deadlock.
“Quite frankly, we now

are in a situation where
leadership is going to have
to show leadership and do
that which has not been
happening on immigra-
tion,” Issa said. “And my
guess is leadership likes
what’s not happening. I
hope I’m wrong.”
House Speaker Paul

Ryan’s office did not re-
turn a request for com-
ment.
House Minority Leader

Nancy Pelosi, D-San Fran-
cisco, said there “might be
an opportunity” with that
proposal, but still didn’t
see reasons for Democrats
to cooperate.
“There’s not a whole lot

of reasons to negotiate, to

do anything that is not
already covered by the
court decision,” Pelosi
said, referencing a ruling
by the federal 9th Circuit
Court of Appeals that
allow new DACA applica-
tions to be accepted indef-
initely.
“I mean, should we give

a border wall for nothing?
No, I don’t think so,” she

added.
Rep. John Yarmuth,

D-Ky., the top Democrat
on the House Budget
Committee, said Repub-
licans did not have the
votes needed without
Democrats, and Demo-
crats were unlikely to
make a push right now.
He cited past failures,

including the government

shutdown stemming from
a Democratic push for
DACA action in January
and an unwillingness to
act when the courts had
given “some breathing
room, probably nine to 12
months.”

FROM PAGE 1A

IMMIGRATION
THE SECURING
AMERICA’S FUTURE
ACT HAS NO
DEMOCRATIC
CO-SPONSORS
AND INCLUDES
BORDER WALL
FUNDING,
SIGNIFICANT CUTS
TO PATHS TO
LEGAL
IMMIGRATION AND
NO PATHWAY TO
PERMANENT
CITIZENSHIP FOR
DACA RECIPIENTS.

JACQUELYN MARTIN AP

Supporters of the Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals program place paper flowers on the ground in a pattern
that spells out the word “unafraid,” as they rally in support of DACA recipients March 5 on Capitol Hill in Washington.

ment, he said.
The public’s image of

the vehicles will be de-
fined by stories like the
crash in Tempe, said
Bryant Walker Smith, a
University of South Car-
olina law professor who
studies self-driving vehi-
cles.
Although the Uber vehi-

cle and its human backup
could be at fault, it may
turn out that there was
nothing either could have
done to stop the crash, he
said.
Either way, the fatality

could hurt the technol-
ogy’s image and lead to a
push for more regulations
at the state and federal
levels, Smith said.
Autonomous vehicles

with laser, radar and cam-
era sensors and sophisti-
cated computers have been
billed as the way to reduce
the more than 40,000
traffic deaths a year in the
U.S. alone. Ninety-four
percent of crashes are

caused by human error, the
government says.
Autonomous vehicles

don’t drive drunk, don’t
get sleepy and aren’t eas-
ily distracted. But they do
have faults.
“We should be con-

cerned about automated
driving,” Smith said. “We
should be terrified about
human driving.”
In 2016, the latest year

available, more than
6,000 U.S. pedestrians
were killed by vehicles.
The federal government

has voluntary guidelines
for companies that want
to test autonomous vehi-
cles, leaving much of the
regulation up to states.
Many states, including

Michigan and Arizona,
have taken a largely
hands-off approach, hop-
ing to gain jobs from the
new technology, while
California and others have
taken a harder line.
California is among

states that require manu-
facturers to report any
incidents during the test-
ing phase. As of early
March, the state’s motor
vehicle agency had re-

ceived 59 such reports.
Arizona Gov. Doug

Ducey used light reg-
ulations to entice Uber to
the state after the compa-
ny had a shaky rollout of
test cars in San Francisco.
Arizona has no reporting
requirements.
Hundreds of vehicles

with automated driving
systems have been on
Arizona’s roads.
Ducey’s office ex-

pressed sympathy for
Herzberg’s family and
said safety is the top pri-
ority.
The crash in Arizona

isn’t the first involving an
Uber autonomous test
vehicle. In March 2017, an
Uber SUV flipped onto its
side, also in Tempe. No
serious injuries were re-
ported, and the driver of
the other car was cited for
a violation.

Herzberg’s death is the
first involving an autono-
mous test vehicle but not
the first in a car with some
self-driving features. The
driver of a Tesla Model S
was killed in 2016 when
his car, operating on its
Autopilot system, crashed
into a tractor-trailer in
Florida.
The NTSB said that

driver inattention was to
blame but that design

limitations with the sys-
tem played a major role in
the crash.
The U.S. Transportation

Department is considering
further voluntary guide-
lines that it says would
help foster innovation.
Proposals also are pending
in Congress, including one
that would stop states
from regulating autono-
mous vehicles, Smith said.
Peter Kurdock, director

of regulatory affairs for
Advocates for Highway
and Auto Safety in Wash-
ington, said the group sent
a letter Monday to Trans-
portation Secretary Elaine
Chao saying it is con-
cerned about a lack of
action and oversight by
the department as autono-
mous vehicles are devel-
oped. That letter was
planned before the crash.
Kurdock said the deadly

accident should serve as a
“startling reminder” to
members of Congress that
they need to “think
through all the issues to
put together the best bill
they can to hopefully
prevent more of these
tragedies from occurring.”
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UBER

AP file photo

An Uber driverless car sits in a San Francisco garage in 2016. Uber suspended its
self-driving testing Monday after a pedestrian in Arizona was hit and killed.

Davis, has a paralegal to
verify and notarize the
true birth dates of refugee
students from the Middle
East.
Some people familiar

with the Amini sisters are
afraid the school district
policy will have ramifica-
tions for other refugee
and immigrant students in
the Modesto area who
need to learn English to
succeed and be self-suffi-
cient.
One candidate for Con-

gress took up the stu-
dents’ cause last week.
“Access to education is a
fundamental civil right,”
said Josh Harder, a Tur-
lock Democrat running in
congressional District 10.
“In a community like
ours, where we are home
to the second largest refu-
gee community in the
nation, I am both shocked
by this injustice and dis-
appointed.”
Modesto City Schools

issued a statement on the
matter Friday, saying that
enrollment decisions are
made with students’ best
interests at heart.
“We look at how we can

help students graduate
from high school and
attain their post-second-
ary goals,” the statement
read. “There are some

cases where students are
so behind in credits that
they will be unable to
make up the credits and
graduate on time. These
students may be better-
served in another pro-
gram, like the (Stanislaus
County Office of Educa-
tion’s) Comeback Kids.”
Advocates for the Amini

family said the county’s
Comeback Kids adult
education program is
mostly online learning
and independent study.
And the Amini sisters
deserve better than that.
In a country where only

3 percent of girls attended
school under Taliban rule,
Nargis attended school
there for eight years in her
home country and Morsal
put in seven years.
Morsal said their father

disappeared in Afghan-
istan and the family was
never able to find him.
The family, living in the

capital city of Kabul, de-
cided to leave the dangers
of war-torn Afghanistan
and first stayed in In-
donesia for two years and
five months. The girls,
who have two brothers,
did not attend school
while living in Jakarta.
A case worker advised

their mother to bring the
family to the United

States for the rewards of
an education and opportu-
nity. The family resettled
in Turlock, where they
lived for 18 months, and
moved recently to a
larger, less expensive
apartment in Modesto.
Turlock’s rental costs
were too expensive.
The family thought

arrangements had been
set for attending Davis
High. A younger brother
was enrolled at Davis and
the youngest attends ele-
mentary school, but Mor-
sal and Nargis were
turned away. Their moth-
er tried to appeal the deci-
sion but wasn’t approved
for a meeting with a
school official.
Polite and composed,

Morsal said Friday she
needs a better under-
standing of English to
take physics and chem-

istry classes. Her goal is to
become a dentist or nurse;
Nargis has previously
expressed interest in
working as an accountant.
Morsal, who grew up

speaking Farsi, said she
enjoyed getting a good
start in English from Patty
Hubble, an English-as-
second language teacher
at Pitman. Howard, the
World Relief volunteer,
taught the teenagers to
drive and Nargis worked
part-time at a pizza parlor
in Turlock.
Morsal said the family

would not have moved to
Modesto if they had
known the sisters could
not attend school there.
“My mother is con-

cerned we are not going to
school and she is worried
about her daughters’ fu-
ture,” Morsal said. “We
just want to survive in this

country. It’s to the benefit
of all that we are (inde-
pendent) here.”
The Muslim family was

reticent last week about
an interview and pho-
tographs in keeping with
traditional customs in
their home country. In
Afghanistan, more girls
are receiving an educa-
tion, increasing from 3
percent of school attend-
ance under Taliban rule to
almost 40 percent today,
according to the U.S.
Agency for International
Development.
School Board President

Amy Neumann said Mon-
day the district superin-
tendent is open to more
meetings with refugee
groups trying to assist the
students. Neumann would
not discuss any specifics
regarding the Amini sis-
ters due to their privacy
rights or discuss the dis-
trict’s concerns with en-
rolling English learners
older than 18.
“We will have a work-

shop in late spring to look
at some of our policies
and to work through this
issue,” Neumann said.
When the same issue

arose in late 2016, district
officials said they didn’t
want to see 20-year-old
students mixed in class-
rooms with younger teens.
Lindsey Bird, the coor-

dinator of the Language
Institute, said school dis-
tricts in other counties

give refugee students
extra time in high school.
At Turlock High School
and Pitman, refugee or
immigrant students who
are English learners are
offered a fifth year of
senior status if they meet
criteria, a school district
spokeswoman said.
Bird has tried to work

out an equitable policy
with the Modesto school
board.
“We are dooming new

members of our commu-
nity to be under-educated
and forcing them into
dependence, when they
want to be independent
and contributing,” Bird
said.
Information was not

available from local reset-
tlement organizations on
the number of refugees
brought to Stanislaus
County in the past two
years. The last full year of
the Obama administra-
tion, 2016, was a big year
for refugee resettlement
in the U.S., with California
taking in the most or
7,900 of the 85,000 refu-
gees, according to the Pew
Research Center.
Bird said students with

a high work ethic, like the
Amini sisters, should
advance swiftly through
the accelerated Language
Institute program to main-
stream classes.

FROM PAGE 1A

REFUGEES ‘‘THESE ARE DILIGENT STUDENTSWORKING TO IMPROVE THEMSELVES
AND THEIR LANGUAGE SKILLS. IT
SEEMS TO ME THAT A BETTER
SOLUTION WOULD BE TO LET THEM
FINISH THE SCHOOL YEAR AS
TRANSFER STUDENTS.
Gil Howard, a volunteer for refugee resettlement
group World Relief in Modesto
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T he sales haven’t started
yet at Modesto’s Toys
R Us, but shoppers
already are leaving

with full carts.
Last week, Toys R Us, which

also owns Babies R Us, an-
nounced it would shut or sell all
of its remaining 735 stores na-
tionwide. But the liquidation
sale, which had been expected
to begin Thursday, was
postponed by the company for
at least one day. Sales could
now start Friday, though no
final decision has been an-
nounced.
At the Modesto Toys R Us,

shoppers reported lines outside
the store when it opened Thurs-
day morning. The parking lots
for both Toys R Us and Babies R
Us were bustling and inside
cashiers were kept busy. The
Toys R Us has been a shopping
mainstay in the region since it
opened on Sisk Road in 1985.
Babies R Us, which sits a mile
north on Sisk Road, has been
open since 2000.
Signs posted inside both local

stores asked shoppers for their

patience and understanding. At
Modesto’s Toys R Us store,
closing information was posted
just inside the doors. It con-
firmed that all of the Toys R Us
and Babies R Us locations
would be closing and the liq-
uidation sale had not started
yet. The sign said sales were
expected to run through the end
of June to middle of July.
A plaintive note from the

store’s workers also was posted.
It read: “A friendly reminder:
The associates and managers
are not responsible for the pric-
ing, nor the rules set out for us
to follow. Remember the associ-
ates and managers are human
beings who are working long
hours and extra hard with less
people and they will be losing
their jobs all while smiling and
telling you to have a great day.
Thank you for your understand-
ing and we will miss you all.”
Nationwide, all of the 31,000

employees of Toys R Us and
Babies R Us are expected to lose
their jobs when the retail giant
closes. The workers are expect-
ed to receive 60 days pay,
which is required under federal
law, but no other severance
packages. Meanwhile, 17 top
company executives were ap-

proved for $14 million in
incentive bonus payouts by a
bankruptcy judge last Decem-
ber.
At Babies R Us, a large sign

was posted inside the entrance
which said the liquidation sale
had been “postponed until
further notice.” A smaller note
taped underneath said, “We
understand there may have
been reports of our liquidation
sale starting today. We apol-
ogize for any confusion the
media may have conveyed on
our liquidation start date, how-
ever, we do not have confirma-
tion as to when the liquidation
sale will begin. Please check
back with us for further in-
formation and updates.”
In the midst of the company’s

closure news, its founder
Charles Lazarus died Thursday
at age 94.
He opened the first Toys R Us

in 1957, though its origins can
be traced back to the furniture
company he started in 1948. He
eventually stepped down as its
chief executive officer in 1994,
and left the company altogether
four years later.
He passed away one week

after the announcement of the
chain’s demise.

MARIJKE ROWLAND mrowland@modbee.com

Shoppers leave with full carts Thursday from the Toys R Us on Sisk Road in Modesto. The company
announced its liquidation sale has been postponed and would not start as previously planned. It could
begin as early as Friday.

Anxious shoppers await
final Toys R Us sales
BY MARIJKE ROWLAND
mrowland@modbee.com

The late-winter storms that
have struck Northern California
have claimed a spring tradition
– viewing blooming flowers at
Daffodil Hill in Volcano.
The Amador County attrac-

tion will not open for the 2018
season, it was announced Tues-
day on the site’s Facebook page.
A period of warm weather in
February started the bulbs
blooming and prompted hopes
of an early spring opening.
“Since the end of February,

we have had rain, hail and snow

every week. The early flowers
are gone and the ones that are
up are badly damaged,” accord-
ing to the Daffodil Hill Face-
book post. “We are posting this
notice since more rain and snow
are expected this week.”
Heavy rain fell Thursday

throughout Northern California.
A cold front moved in Thursday
night and predictions for up to
5 feet of snow for higher eleva-
tions above 3,500 feet contin-
ues through Friday evening,
according to the weather serv-
ice.
Weather plays a determining

factor in the timing – and suc-
cess – of Daffodil Hill’s opening.

Last year, more than 300,000
daffodils shone across 36 acres
during the March 17 opening.
Though daffodils’ flowering

seasons can last between six
weeks and six months, accord-
ing to the American Daffodil
Society, last year’s exhibition
stayed open for just two weeks
before the blooms faded in
mid-70s heat and terrain be-
came trampled.
Daffodil Hill is a 7-acre

hillside garden usually aglow in
early spring with hundreds of
thousands of blooms. In the late
1800s, Arthur and Lizzie
McLaughlin bought the hillside
and surrounding ranchland,
near the village of Volcano,
from a Dutchman named Pete
Denzer.
Denzer had planted daffodils

to remind him of his native
Holland, according to a written
family history.
Lizzie McLaughlin prized the

flowers and divided and re-
planted their bulbs each spring.
Her children planted more flow-
ers every year in her memory,
and by the 1940s visitors began
stopping by in March and April
to admire the spectacle.
Arthur and Lizzie McLaugh-

lin’s great-grandchildren are the
current owners. They plant
thousands of bulbs annually.
Over time, it has become one

of the more unlikely tourist
destinations in the state.
In March and April, thou-

sands of people make the wind-
ing trek into the Sierra Nevada
foothills. They come by the
carload and busload, from as far
away as Reno and San Francis-
co.

Sacramento Bee file

Visitors stroll Daffodil Hill in 2017. More than 300,000 daffodils
bloomed. Late storms prevented the site from opening this year.

Late storms halt
Daffodil Hill opening
BY ANTHONY SORCI
asorci@sacbee.com

Detectives have identified
and arrested a man suspected of
stabbing a woman as she was
leaving a Modesto doughnut
shop a few months ago.
Thomas Kelley, 24, was taken

into custody Tuesday at a north-
east Modesto home, the Modes-
to Police Department an-
nounced in a news release
Wednesday afternoon.
Kelley was booked at the

Stanislaus County jail on a
charge of attempted murder.
The 51-year-old woman was

stabbed multiple times but sur-
vived the attack at a Tully Road
shopping center.
Several days after the stab-

bing, Modesto police released
video captured on a security
camera and asked the public to
help its investigators identify
the suspect seen walking out-
side the businesses in the shop-
ping center.
Detectives with the depart-

ment’s Violent Crimes Unit
identified Kelley as the stabbing
suspect two months into their
investigation, police said.
On Tuesday, police patrol

officers received
information on
Kelley’s where-
abouts. The in-
formation led the
officers to the
north Modesto
home in the 300
block of East
Rumble Road.

Police then took him into custo-
dy.
The stabbing occurred about

5:30 a.m on New Year’s Day
after the woman left Baker Boy
Donuts to walk to her car, ac-
cording to Joseph Chhun, who
owns the doughnut shop. The
business is in the shopping cen-
ter at Tully Road and Bowen
Avenue anchored by dd’s Dis-
counts and Dollar General.
Chhun went to the woman’s

aid after he heard her cry out,
he has said. He brought her into
the shop, where they called for
an ambulance and police.
Police officials have said the

stabbing appeared to be a ran-
dom act, and it was unclear
what motivated the attack.

Police identify suspect in
doughnut shop stabbing
BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

VIDEO

For video, see this story at modbee.com.

Thomas
Kelley

Modesto City Schools again
refused to enroll two Afghan
girls at Davis High School, a
decision that could lead to legal
action by a group representing
the students.
California Rural Legal Assist-

ance said in a letter Monday the
school district was obligated to
provide public education to
Morsal and Nargis Amini and
demanded their enrollment at
Davis.
The district responded

Wednesday that they won’t be
enrolled. The sisters, said to be
in tears, are checking out an
adult school program with the
Stanislaus County Office of
Education. The CRLA said it’s
exploring legal remedies for the
students.
The Amini family – a mom,

two girls and their two brothers
– fled Afghanistan and resettled
in Turlock in 2016. The sisters,
who are 17 and 18 years old,
respectively, attended Turlock’s
Pitman High School from April
2016 to February of this year.
Their education came to a

halt when the family moved to
Modesto last month and the
girls tried to enroll in the Lan-
guage Institute, an accelerated
program at Davis for English
learners, so they can improve
their English skills and take
science classes on the college
prep track.
The Modesto school district

has not explained why it won’t
enroll the sisters at Davis. It has
said that 18-year-old students
who lack credits to graduate
should enroll in adult education
to earn a diploma.

“They are relying on board
policy that says if students are
enrolling at age 18, they are
referring the students to adult
education,” said Jessica Jewell,
regional director of advocacy
for CRLA.
California law says students

up to 18 years old are entitled to
public education. It is a funda-
mental civil right regardless of
citizenship or immigration stat-
us.
Jewell’s letter said the sisters

were successfully attending
school in Turlock and Morsal
was on track to graduate. Like
many refugees from the Middle
East, their birth dates on im-
migration documents are Jan. 1,
making it appear they are 18
and 19. Refugee groups say that
is often done in haste by im-
migration officials, who other-
wise would need to translate a
birthday on the Afghan calendar
to the calendar used in the Unit-
ed States.
According to state law, school

districts in California, which are
in charge of verifying age and
residency of students, may rely
on information such as baptis-
mal records or an affidavit from
a parent to determine age.
The CRLA letter claims the

school district may be discrimi-
nating against the Afghan stu-
dents and other 18-year-olds
who’ve been denied enrollment
to the Language Institute, in
light of state legislation protect-
ing the rights of immigrants.
State law obligates the school
district to “afford all persons
equal rights and opportunities”
at its schools, regardless of their
race or ethnicity or immigration
status, the letter says.

LINDSEY BIRD

Recent immigrants at the Davis High School Language Institute in
Modesto pose for a selfie in May.

Modesto City Schools
rejects 2 girls from
Afghanistan again
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE GIRLS, 6A
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The district receives Title
III funds for immigrant
students that aim to ensure
they learn English and
have education services
that meet their needs.
The district policy of

summarily denying enroll-
ment of students based on
their age “is dispropor-
tionately impacting im-
migrant students, the very
students that Title III
funds are intended to
benefit and protect.” That
kind of language from an
attorney usually suggests
the issue could be headed

for court.
The district office did

not have a response to
questions posed by The
Modesto Bee on Thurs-
day.
School board President

Amy Neumann said last
week the board will hold a
workshop on those issues
in late spring. An ongoing
issue has been whether
students should be enrolled
in the Language Institute
until they’re 21. It’s al-
lowed under Title III of the
Education Code, but Mo-
desto City Schools has not
adopted the policy.
In the past, Davis High

has approved exceptions
for some students older
than 18.

School Board Member
Chad Brown said Thurs-
day he wants to explore a
possible change in the
policy. “I want to have a
study session where we
can hear all sides,” Brown
said. “I have said that in
the boardroom numerous
times.”
Scott Kuykendall, assist-

ant superintendent of the
county Office of Educa-
tion, said that Morsal and
Nargis, who speak Farsi,
will attend an orientation
Friday on SCOE’s adult
learning program, which
has two English-as-a-
second-language teachers
fluent in English and
Spanish.
The students already

have missed three weeks
of school.
He assured the teachers

are able to teach Farsi
speakers to read, write
and speak in English. The
Afghan students won’t be
able to springboard from
high school graduation to
a four-year college
through the SCOE pro-
gram, because its online
science and fine arts class-
es are not approved by
universities, he said.
Kuykendall said a pro-

gram like the Language
Institute is ideal for im-
mersing students in the
culture and language.
“That is the best and fas-
test way to learn the lan-
guage,” he said.

Officials said there is
consistent demand for
adult language training
classes in the Modesto
area, where immigrants
from Central America and
an increasing number of
refugees from the Middle
East converge.
Karen Williams, exec-

utive director of the Stan-
islaus Literacy Center,
said local school districts
have numerous programs
for adults to learn English
but fewer programs for
students younger than 18.
“We have a huge wait-

ing list for our adult class-
es,”Williams said. “We
can’t serve all the people
who come to us.”
Turlock Mayor Gary

Soiseth has followed the
story of the two former
Pitman students. As part
of his mayoral duties, he
attended a Turlock High
event Thursday where
refugee and immigrant
students showed off their
English skills and shared
stories and food from
their home country.
The activity featured

music and dance from
Mexico, Peru, Syria and
Afghanistan.
“Turlock has done this

correctly and I would
encourage surrounding
school districts to take a
look at our ability to in-
corporate these students
into our community,” he
said.

FROM PAGE 3A

GIRLS

P resident Donald
Trump said he
would impose
about $60 billion

worth of annual tariffs on
Chinese imports Thursday
as the White House
moved to punish China
for what it says is a pat-
tern of co-opting U.S.
technology and trade
secrets and robbing com-
panies of jobs and billions
of dollars in revenue.
Investors on Wall Street

showed their rising con-
cern about retaliation and
business-stifling cost in-
creases for companies and
consumers, according to
Associated Press reports.
The Dow Jones industrials
plunged 724 points, al-
most 3 percent.
The measures come as

the White House grants a
long list of exemptions to
U.S. allies from steel and
aluminum tariffs that go
into effect Friday, including
the European Union, which
has lobbied aggressively
and publicly for relief from
the trade action.
“The word that I want

to use is reciprocal,”
Trump said in announcing
the tariffs in the Diplo-
matic Room of the White
House. “If they charge us,
we charge them the same
thing.”
The China tariffs are his

strongest trade action yet
against a country he has
branded an “economic
enemy.” They fulfill one
of his core campaign
pledges, to demand more
reciprocal deals with trad-
ing partners around the
world.
But coupled with the

administration’s decision
to exempt the European
Union, South Korea, Bra-
zil, Canada, and Mexico
from the tariffs on cheap
metals, the action demon-

strates how much Trump’s
nationalist trade agenda is
really targeted at a single
country: China.
Friday, China announced

that it might increase tariffs
on U.S. pork, aluminum
pipe and other goods in
response to Trump’s higher
import duties on steel and
aluminum, according to AP
reports. The Commerce
Ministry said that China
last year bought about $3
billion worth of the goods
affected by the higher
tariffs.
“What the United States

is doing is strategically

defending itself from
China’s economic aggres-
sion,” said Peter Navarro,
director of the White
House National Trade
Council and an architect
of the measures. “We
repeatedly aired our con-
cerns about China as a
nonmarket economy.”
The tariffs, which the

U.S. trade representative
will publish within 15 days,
will target 1,300 lines of
Chinese goods – everything
from shoes and clothing to
electronics, administration
officials said.
Trump, the officials

said, will also direct the
Treasury Department to
impose restrictions on
Chinese investment in
U.S. technology compa-
nies – a practice that they
said the Chinese govern-
ment uses to develop its
own “national cham-
pions” in cutting-edge
industries such as artificial
intelligence and autono-
mous vehicles.
Robert Lighthizer, the

U.S. trade representative,
told the Senate Finance
Committee on Thursday
that he had recommended
the forthcoming actions

against China include
tariffs on Chinese prod-
ucts from all of the ad-
vanced industries the
country has vowed to
build up as part of its
“Made in China 2025”
plan. Those industries
include electric vehicles,
high-tech shipping and
aerospace technology.
Lighthizer called them
“the ones I care about” for
tariff purposes.
“The end objective of

this is to get China to
modify its unfair trade
practices,” Everett Eissen-
stat, deputy director of the

National Economic Coun-
cil, said in a telephone call
with reporters.
Navarro cast the tariffs

as part of a seminal shift
in how the United States
views China. Rather than
trying to draw it into the
rules-based international
economic order – a policy
that dates back to Richard
M. Nixon and Henry Kiss-
inger – the United States
now regards China as a
strategic competitor, bent
on eroding U.S. security
and prosperity.
But the moves come at

a time when Trump has
enlisted President Xi Jinp-
ing of China to help pres-
sure North Korea over its
nuclear and ballistic mis-
sile programs. Last year,
Trump said he had decid-
ed not to designate China
as a currency manipulator,
in part because China was
cooperating in the pres-
sure campaign.
Trump’s explicit linkage

of trade and security rais-
es questions about wheth-
er the tensions from these
tariffs will spill over into
the North Korea issue.
The prospect of growing

trade tensions between
the world’s two largest
economies spooked global
financial markets.
The Stoxx Europe 600

index fell by nearly 2
percent. Germany’s DAX
fell by more than 2 per-
cent as investors digested
the threat to the country’s
export-driven economy. In
the United States, the S&P
500 index dropped by
more than 1.5 percent.
Boeing, one of the Unit-

ed States’ largest expor-
ters, declined 3.8 percent.
Money flowed to govern-
ment bonds as investors
sought safety, briefly
driving yields on the
benchmark 10-year Trea-
sury note down below 2.8
percent. Yields move in
the opposite direction of
bond prices.

EVAN VUCCI AP

President Donald Trump speaks before imposing tariffs and investment restrictions on China.

Trump hits China with
tariffs; markets tumble

BY MARK LANDLER
AND JIM TANKERSLEY
New York Times

WASHINGTON
Congressional law-

makers have formally
requested that Facebook
CEO Mark Zuckerberg
testify at an upcoming
hearing in response to
reports that a data analyt-
ics firm used by the
Trump campaign had
improperly accessed the
names, “likes” and other
personal information of
about 50 million users on
the social site.
The request officially

came Thursday from the
House Energy and Com-
merce Committee, a pow-
erful panel that oversees
Facebook and its tech
peers, and arrives a day
after Zuckerberg said he
would be “happy” to ap-
pear on Capitol Hill to
address lawmakers’ lin-
gering questions about
Facebook’s privacy pro-
tections.
“The latest revelations

regarding Facebook’s use
and security of user data
raises many serious con-
sumer protection con-
cern,” said Republican
Rep. Greg Walden of
Oregon, the panel’s chair-
man, and Rep. Frank
Pallone Jr. of New Jersey,
the committee’s top Dem-
ocrat. “After committee
staff received a briefing
yesterday from Facebook
officials, we felt that many
questions were left unan-
swered.”
“Mr. Zuckerberg has

stated that he would be
willing to testify if he is
the right person,” they
added. “We believe, as
CEO of Facebook, he is
the right witness to pro-
vide answers to the Amer-
ican people. We look for-
ward to working with
Facebook and Mr. Zucker-
berg to determine a date
and time in the near fu-
ture for a hearing before
this committee.”
A spokesman for Face-

book did not immediately
respond to an email seek-
ing comment.
Lawmakers have pillo-

ried Facebook in response
to the controversy with
Cambridge Analytica, a
firm that aided Trump
and other Republican
candidates by building
psychological profiles of
voters.

Facebook
CEO asked
to testify
regarding
Cambridge

BY TONY ROMM
Washington Post

WASHINGTON
The House on Thursday

gave swift approval to a
$1.3 trillion spending bill
that would fund the gov-
ernment through Septem-
ber, shaking off the ob-
jections of its most con-
servative members and
voting less than 24 hours
after the 2,232-page
document was unveiled.
With government fund-

ing set to expire at mid-
night Friday, the focus is
on the Senate, whose
approval is needed to
avert what would be the
third government shut-
down of the year.
The spending bill,

which congressional lead-
ers agreed to Wednesday
and President Donald
Trump seemed to grudg-
ingly endorse on Twitter,
would provide big in-
creases to the military and
to domestic programs –
and clearly rebuff the
Trump administration’s
efforts to dramatically
scale back the reach and
scope of the federal gov-
ernment.

By Thursday night, it
remained uncertain when
the Senate might vote.
Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky.,
who caused an hourslong
shutdown last month as
he protested soaring gov-
ernment spending, used
Twitter to vent his frustra-
tion with the spending
bill, but he stayed mum
on whether he would
object to holding a vote
before Friday’s deadline.
Congress paved the way

for this week’s legislation

with a two-year budget
deal last month that
raised strict limits on
military and domestic
spending by about $140
billion this year.
In dividing up the spoils

of that budget agreement,
Congress broadly rebuked
the Trump administra-
tion’s initial vision for the
federal government. The
president’s desire to dras-
tically cut spending on the
environment was re-
buffed. Programs like the

National Endowment for
the Arts and the Great
Lakes Restoration Initia-
tive, far from being elim-
inated, were spared any
reductions. Not only did
the administration’s re-
quest for deep cuts to the
National Institutes of
Health go nowhere, but
Congress gave the agency
an additional $3 billion.
“Sometimes you save

the president from them-
selves,” said Rep. Tom
Cole, R-Okla., chairman
of the House Appropri-
ations subcommittee that
funds the health insti-
tutes.
The spending bill “repu-

diates the abysmal Trump
budget, investing robustly
in critical priorities like
child care; transportation
infrastructure; national
security; election protec-
tion; medical research;
opioid abuse, prevention
and treatment; veterans’
health services; and much
more,” said Rep. Nita
Lowey of New York, the
ranking Democrat on the
House Appropriations
Committee.
At the White House,

Trump’s top advisers
worked to put the best
face on a package they
conceded fell short of
fully funding his priorities
and contained many items
he would rather not have
swallowed.

Focus shifts to Senate
for $1.3 trillion budget bill
BY THOMAS KAPLAN
New York Times

TOM BRENNER NYT

Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer and House
Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi review notes after the
House gave swift approval to a $1.3 trillion spending bill.
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One of the two Afghan refu-
gee students who were denied
enrollment at Davis High
School in Modesto was allowed
to enroll Tuesday after lawyers
intervened.
Morsal Amini was assessed

for English language skills at the
high school, giving a writing
sample that said: “I feel myself
lucky to live in a country that
give me the opportunity to go to
school and follow my goals.”
Morsal Amini will attend

classes at the Language In-
stitute, an English immersion
program at Davis for students
from 30 different countries.
Last month, an age-based

policy prevented Amini and her
sister, Nargis, from attending

Davis. Nargis is taking classes in
the Stanislaus County Office of
Education adult school as at-

torneys representing the family
work on getting her accepted at
Davis.

Morsal and her sister are
refugees who fled Afghanistan
with their mother and two
brothers and were resettled in
Turlock in 2016. The girls at-
tended Pitman High School,
where Morsal was classified as a
junior.
When the family moved into

a larger, less expensive apart-
ment in Modesto in February,
they thought arrangements had
been made for Nargis and Mor-
sal to attend the Language In-
stitute at Davis. The high school
denied enrollment based on
policy that older high schoolers,
who lack credits to graduate on
time, should attend adult school
or another program to earn a
general education degree.
California Rural Legal Assist-

ance and immigration advo-
cates urged the school district to
reconsider the decision last
month, saying the students were
being denied the right to public
education. On Monday, Modes-
to City Schools changed its
decision for Morsal based on a
notarized affidavit confirming
that she is 17 years old.
In a statement, Modesto City

Refugee student
admitted to school
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Morsal Amini, a refugee from Afghanistan, was denied enrollment last
month at the Language Institute at Davis High School.

SEE REFUGEE, 5A

Law enforcement leaders in
and around Stanislaus County
are speaking out against new-
ly introduced legislation that
would change the way police
are allowed to use deadly
force in California.
Assembly Bill 931 would

tighten the state standard for
police use of deadly force
from “reasonable” to “neces-
sary,”meaning when there
are no alternatives for the
officer to consider.
Several area police depart-

ments, including those in
Oakdale, Newman, Manteca,
Escalon and Gustine, have
shared on their Facebook
pages a message from the
California Police Chiefs Asso-
ciation. It reads, in part, “We
are concerned about the re-
percussions of this change for
public safety. If our officers
cannot respond to life-and-
death situations until backup
arrives or are forced to em-
ploy a checklist during rapidly
advancing and extraordinarily
dangerous situations, ulti-
mately everyone involved is
placed at a higher risk.”
Though their departments

have not shared the message,
Modesto police Chief Galen
Carroll, Stanislaus County
Sheriff Adam Christianson
and Turlock Chief Nino Amir-
far said they agree with the
sentiment.
“The Supreme Court ruled

on use of force long ago,”
Carroll told The Bee in an
email, “and even with the
proposed legislation, who
decides the force is the last
resort? The officer facing the
situation? Attorneys? Activ-
ists?
“Officers don’t come to

work wanting to use force in
our community, much less
discharge their firearms. The
proposed legislation is a knee-
jerk, politically feel-good
piece that will not solve the
very difficult split-second
decisions officers make in
very high-stress conditions.”
The sheriff said the 1989

U.S. Supreme Court ruling on
Graham v. Connor 490 US
386 is law enforcement’s
objective-reasonableness
standard when it comes to
any use of force. “Our peace
officers are well trained and
highly qualified,” Christian-
son said via email. “Cruci-
fying them in the Court of
Public Opinion without know-
ing all of the facts and cir-
cumstances is simply irre-
sponsible.”
Amirfar said the content of

the proposed legislation has
not been made completely
available for review, but it’s
his understanding it would
significantly impact law en-
forcement’s ability to protect
the community from serious
injury or death. “As an exam-
ple, the active-shooter call
will require officers to wait
for backup, or try to initiate
an attempt to de-escalate
prior to using deadly force,”
he wrote in an email. “These
are very difficult situations
that evolve in mere seconds.”
The Turlock chief also

spoke to the issue of training.
Numerous scenarios are used

Lethal-force
legislation
creates
concerns

BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

SEE LEGISLATION, 8A

J uan Arroyo doesn’t re-
member the crash that
left him with critical in-
juries, including a com-

pound fracture, broken bones, a
bruised lung and a skull frac-
ture.
What the Modesto Police

officer does remember, when he
started coming around about a
week after the Jan. 16 crash, is
the support he got from the
community — locally and na-
tionally. He received cards and
letters from children he and his
twin brother, Luis, also an offi-
cer, visited at school.
“I got letters from people in

Florida,” he said. A Modesto
group painted rocks for him and

sent them. “That was pretty
cool.”
With tensions in some com-

munities running high between
law enforcement and residents,
he said, the outpouring was
particularly meaningful. “It’s
easy to lose focus of all the
support we do have,” he said.
“It was impressive, and touch-
ing.”
This week, Arroyo, 28, will

get the coolest support yet,
when he is honored at the Mo-
desto Nuts’ home opener base-
ball game on Thursday night.
He’s come a long way since

the crash, which occurred
during the early morning hours
of a Tuesday. Arroyo responded
to help the California Highway
Patrol, which was in pursuit of a
Toyota Tundra that had been
driving in the wrong direction

on Highway 99. Arroyo was
heading to lay down spike strips
when the truck hit his patrol car.
The driver of the truck, Naza-

rio Castillo, 25, faces several
charges, including driving under
the influence causing injury and
assault with a deadly weapon.
He is being held in Stanislaus
County Jail on $350,000 bail
and is set to return to court for a
pretrial hearing April 18.
Arroyo spent two weeks in the

hospital, followed by another
month in a rehabilitation facil-
ity. Along with the rest of his
injuries, he suffered a fractured
jaw, which required his mouth
to be wired shut for six weeks.
That was a tough run in itself

for the food-obsessed Arroyo,
who celebrated his first real
food with an ill-considered
burrito bowl. “I regretted it that

night,” he said.
Arroyo, who grew up in south

Modesto, is a former employee
of the Nuts. He was a cook in
the concession stand in 2006
and 2007. “I was decent,” he
said of his chef skills. “It’s pret-
ty easy to warm up a pizza.”
Over the years, Arroyo would

stop by and keep in touch with
people he knew in the Nuts
organization, including now
executive vice president Mike
Gorrasi. Thursday’s event was
Gorassi’s idea. He approached
Luis Arroyo and asked if he
thought his brother would be
willing to go along with the
idea.
Not only will Juan Arroyo

throw out the ceremonial first
pitch at John Thurman field, but
the team has named an award
after him, to be given annually
to the player who shows “grit,
determination, perseverance
and dedication to the Modesto
community,” the team said in a
press release.

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Modesto police Officer Juan Arroyo, critically injured in a crash in January, has been recuperating and is expected to throw out the first pitch
at the Modesto Nuts’ home opener Thursday.

Injured officer will be honored
at Nuts’ home opener
BY PATTY GUERRA
pguerra@modbee.com

SEE OFFICER, 8A
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Schools suggested the
decision to enroll Morsal
was based on new in-
formation about her abil-
ity to graduate on time.
“With any potential

student, as new informa-
tion regarding age and
academic progress, or
other information be-
comes available, we take
that into consideration
when deciding how we
can best assist students in
earning their high school
diploma,” the district’s
statement read.
Morsal will attend the

Language Institute to
improve her reading com-
prehension in English and
her writing and speech
skills. She wants to take
physics, chemistry and

other mainstream classes
to prepare her for college.
She has ambitions of be-
coming a nurse or dentist.
Part of the holdup for

the Amini sisters was an
ongoing debate over the
school district’s age-based
policy. Modesto City
Schools has concerns
about 19- and 20-year-old
students sharing a high
school campus with
younger teens. In an up-
coming workshop, the
school board will discuss
the possibility of students
attending the Language
Institute until age 21.
Another hangup for the

Afghan students were the
Jan. 1 birthdates on their
visa documents, which
suggested that Nargis was

19 and Morsal was 18.
Because the Islamic

lunar and Iranian calen-
ders used in Afghanistan
don’t line up with the U.S.
calendar, it’s common for
immigration officials to
give Afghan refugees a
Jan. 1 birthday.
Lyndsey Bird, coor-

dinator of the Language
Institute program, said
notarized affidavits have
been used in the past to
verify the true birthdates
of students from Afghan-
istan. Family members say
that Nargis is 18 years old.
No other details on her
status were available
Tuesday.
Morsal and Nargis had

the rare opportunity of
attending school in Af-
ghanistan. School attend-
ance among girls was
estimated at 3 percent
before the Taliban were
driven from the country,
and it has gradually in-
creased to almost 40
percent.
Refugees arriving in the

United States need to
learn the Roman alphabet
in a first step to acquiring
a new language. The Ami-
ni sisters want to com-
plete their secondary
education in Modesto and
attend college.
“Her writing and speak-

ing ability are strong for
an English learner only in
the country for two
years,” Bird said of Mor-
sal. Her approximate
reading comprehension in
English is fourth-grade
level, which is impressive
for a newcomer whose
native language uses a
different alphabet.
She hopes to make large

strides on reading com-

prehension before turning
18 in December. “If she is
able to return (to Davis)
next year, I believe she
won’t just graduate — she
can graduate college
ready,” Bird said.

Morsal wrote that the
majority of girls in Af-
ghanistan can’t attend
school and their destinies
are determined by men.
“Girls and women just do
the housework such as

washing clothes, (doing)
the dishes and training the
children. I am different. I
want to choose my goals
by my own self,” Morsal
wrote.

Morsal Amini

Writing sample by refugee student Morsal Amini.

FROM PAGE 1A

REFUGEE
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Police are investigating the
former Modesto youth pastor
who is accused of sexual acts
with teenage girls who attended
his churches in California and
Arizona.
Scottsdale, Ariz., police Sgt.

Ben Hoster confirmed Friday

that two women have filed re-
ports against Les Hughey with
his department.
Hughey, now 64, was a youth

pastor at First Baptist Church in
Modesto in the 1970s. Women
recently came forward to accuse
Hughey of coercing them into
having sex when they were
teenagers and he was a young
married man. After The Modes-
to Bee’s initial report came out,

more women reported sexual
misconduct stemming from
Hughey’s time at Scottsdale
Bible Church, where he worked
before starting Highlands
Church.
The two reports filed in

Scottsdale both pertain to in-
cidents that occurred out of his
department’s jurisdiction, Hos- Highlands Church

Les Hughey, senior pastor at Highlands Church, was a youth pastor at
First Baptist Church in Modesto in the 1970s.

Police reports filed against
former Modesto youth pastor
as more victims come forward
BY PATTY GUERRA
AND GARTH STAPLEY
pguerra@modbee.com

SEE YOUTH PASTOR, 7A

Maria Merza stopped going to
school in Syria because of the
threats and explosions that
rocked the city where she lived.
When her family was resettled

in Modesto, she was terrified
about something else. She could
not read or speak the language of
her adopted country.

In just three years at Davis
High School, Merza went from a
zero score in English compre-
hension to reading at almost
college level. She has a weight-
ed grade point average of 4.1
and by other measures is an
excellent student, her teachers
say.
This month, her footpath to

college ran into a wall. Merza is
completing her third year at
Davis High School, but because

she is 19, she could soon be
declared a dropout if Modesto
City Schools decides that 19- to
21-year-olds can’t stay in high
school.
Other students graduating

next month from Davis had the
standard four years in high
school. Merza has only had
three years. If she is sent to
adult school, she will lose her
dream of attending a university.
Even though they have made

similar progress, about 20 other
English learner students at
Davis are faced with the same
fate – no diploma or a four-year
college education – because
they haven’t been approved for
a fourth year of
high school.
Merza ex-

pressed her emo-
tions in an opin-
ion piece for The
Modesto Bee.
“Instead of

being rejected or
displaced, we
should be re-
warded for our accomplish-
ments, potential and success-
es,”Merza wrote. “It is really
hard to explain how filled with
sorrow our hearts are right
now.”
These students attend an

award-winning program at Da-
vis called the Language Institute
that has earned accolades for

JOAN BARNETT LEE jlee@modbee.com

Ayat Alfares, a student at Davis High School, studies at her Modesto home on Tuesday. Language Institute students who are turning 18 may be
sent to adult school in a change in school district policy that previously gave extra time in high school to refugee students.

English learners at
Davis High could
still be dropped
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE REFUGEES, 8A

Maria
Merza

SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA
Rush-hour in South Korea’s

over-caffeinated capital runs
at a frenzy – so it was remark-
able to see commuters freeze
Friday morning and fixate on
giant Samsung television
screens showing the scene
unfolding in the Demilita-
rized Zone, where time
stopped in 1953.
Kim Jong Un, in a black

Mao suit, stepped across a
low concrete barrier into the
South Korean territory, a first
for a North Korean leader
since the catastrophic and
unfinished war seven decades
ago. He reached out to the
South’s president, Moon Jae-
in, and led him back over into
the North’s territory.
It was a reminder, if anyone

here needed one, that the
34-year-old Kim has played
the master choreographer in
this remarkable dance step
along a nuclear precipice.
Kim silenced those who

thought he was too young and
callow to rule by executing
his uncle, fatally poisoning a
half brother, installing his
own generals and putting
North Korea’s nuclear and
missile programs into over-
drive.
And after spending 2017

proving that his backward
nation could hurl missiles
across the Pacific, and could
test a weapon many times
more powerful than the Hi-
roshima atomic bomb, Kim
seized on an invitation from
South Korea to take part in
the 2018 Winter Olympics
and suddenly played the
statesman. On Friday he
hinted anew that his nuclear
arsenal might be on the table,
if the price was right.

Koreans set
table for
deal that
Trump will
try to close

BY DAVID E. SANGER
New York Times

SEE KOREAN TALKS, 9A
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training refugee and im-
migrant students who
barely know the alphabet
and makes them profi-
cient in English in two to
four years.
Modesto City Schools

has supported the pro-
gram, but has gone back
and forth on an enroll-
ment policy that puts
newcomer students in
grade levels by age and
allows a “fifth-year se-
nior” status for students
who need more time to
hone skills or become
university eligible, though
the term is a misnomer.
The option is often

granted to Language In-
stitute students who were
first enrolled as sopho-
more or juniors, even
though they should have
been placed in ninth grade
based on their education
experience, the institute’s
director said.
Some students graduat-

ing this year are 19 or 20
years old, but it was evi-
dent the school district
practice had flipped when
two girls from Afghan-
istan were denied enroll-
ment at Davis in March on
assumptions they lacked
credits to graduate at the
traditional age of 18.
The district has since

taken the stand that 18-
year-olds not eligible for
graduation need to attend
adult school. Adult educa-
tion does not make stu-
dents eligible for admis-
sion to universities.
This month, about 20

students in the Language
Institute were placed in
limbo when their class
choices for next year were
marked “pending approv-
al” by the district office,
prompting many to speak
out at the April 16 school
board meeting.
The school district is

working on an updated

enrollment policy and has
tentatively set a May 8
workshop from 4:30 to
6:30 p.m. to discuss the
age policy and enrollment
requirements, adult edu-
cation opportunities and
fifth-year high school
options for some students.
No official board action is
anticipated.
Other affected students

are anxious while waiting
for a decision from Mo-
desto City Schools.
“All my friends are

crying because of this
problem,” said Ayat Al-
fares, a newcomer from
Syria who needs several
classes in math, govern-
ment and English to grad-
uate and attend college. “I
don’t know what we are
going to do. They told us
at the end of the year. We
could not do anything.”
If the district were to

bend the policy, Alfares
would be a “super senior”
next year, though it’s not
really a case of granting
extra time to a disad-
vantaged student. It
would be her fourth year
at Davis. If the students
had been told earlier the
policy would change, they
could have taken extra
classes and gone to sum-
mer school to earn enough
credits for graduation,
said Alfares, who wants to
become an engineer.
The students attending

the Language Institute are
from all over the school
district and include reset-
tled refugees from Syria,
children of parents who
assisted the military in
Afghanistan, immigrants
from Central America and
kids from other regions of
the world.
Many seem to have the

fiber of people who suc-
ceed, riding bikes or walk-
ing miles to attend school.
According to the state

Education Code, the
young people have the
same right to public edu-
cation as other kids.
Through no choice of

their own, refugee and
immigrant students are
placed in a grade level
based on their age instead
of educational experience.
For example, a 17-year-old
might be placed in 10th
grade even if they missed
the ninth grade while in a
refugee center overseas.
Along with the language

challenges, that student
can’t earn enough credits
to graduate as a senior
and need that fourth year
everyone else gets to com-
plete their graduation
requirements, said Lind-
sey Bird, coordinator of
the Language Institute.
Noting that denying

students a diploma can
result in a lower standard
of living, grassroots sup-
porters of the Language
Institute propose the dis-
trict allow enrollment
until age 21 for complet-
ing graduation require-
ments.
Bird said that Title III of

federal law states these
students should have
access to public education
until 21. Part of the
problem is a school dis-
trict enrollment policy
dating to 1983 that’s not a
fair playing field for to-
day’s immigrant and refu-
gee teens, especially those
with gaps in their formal
education, advocates say.
Some of the 250 stu-

dents in the Language
Institute witnessed the
traumas of war in their
native countries.
Merza, who lost her

mother several years ago,
lived in northeastern Syria
with three older brothers
and their father. In 2012,
the province loosely con-
trolled by Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad was torn
apart by battles between
government troops, Kur-
dish forces, al-Qaeda and
other factions, causing

thousands of people to
flee for safety.
The three brothers and

their sister watched as
troops entered the city
and told residents to
leave. “Some people were
dying,” Merza said.
Alfares said her family

lived in Damascus when
fighting erupted seven
years ago. Her parents
decided they should leave
the country in 2011 after a
group tried to force Ayat
and her brother into mil-
itary service, she said.
The family stayed in

Istanbul for 31⁄2 years be-
fore coming to the U.S. in
September 2015.
Modesto City Schools

has not released any pro-
posed changes to the
policy and school board
members have mostly
referred questions to the
district office.
Board member John

Walker said the district’s
enrollment policy is out of
date and state regulations
are fuzzy on equity for
immigrant students. He
said the success stories of
the Language Institute are
amazing to him, but the
issue of 19- and 20-year-
old students on the same
campus with younger
teens needs to be ad-
dressed.
“Someone has to square

that up for me,” Walker
said. The board member
added the large school
district has other chal-
lenges, such as low test
scores in its elementary
schools.
The high schools in

Turlock have a fifth-year
senior option for English
learners who meet the
criteria. School districts in
Sacramento, where thou-
sands of refugees have
been resettled, turn away
students who are 18 years
and older and place refu-
gee students based on
their age and not academ-
ic experience, though
exceptions have been
made, said Angela Ferrara
of World Relief Sacra-
mento. San Juan Unified
School District in Sacra-
mento has fifth-year se-
nior opportunities at some
schools.
School districts in

Southern California, New
York and other states
make accommodations for
refugee English learners,
including Cincinnati
schools that give them
until age 22 to graduate.
Bird said Modesto City

Schools has passed on a
number of opportunities
of grant funding for edu-
cation of English learners.
She said another problem
with the district’s age-

based enrollment policy is
that it lowers the school’s
graduation rate reported
to the state.
“When students do not

graduate with their four-
year cohort they report as
‘dropouts,’ ” Bird ex-
plained. If the Language
Institute students who
graduate in their “super
senior” year are counted,
Davis’ rate of graduation
is raised from 84 percent
to 93 percent.
An attorney from Cali-

fornia Rural Legal Assist-
ance sent an April 20
letter to the school district
demanding a fourth year
of high school for Merza.
If she is approved for
another year, Merza hopes
to take advanced place-
ment classes, biology and
other required courses
and possibly apply to
University of California at
Davis.
She wants to become a

pediatric dentist.
Alaa Al Jawabra of Sy-

ria, who had to start as a
junior at Davis and was
declared a “dropout” last
year, will attend the Uni-
versity of the Pacific,
where she hopes to enter
pharmacy school, on a
scholarship. Her family
was featured in a ABC
News “Nightline” special
report in 2016 on refugees
adjusting to life in Amer-
ica.
“Refugees who fled

violence, left everything
behind, who have seen
their homes destroyed
and their relatives injured
or killed, and whose edu-
cation has been interrupt-
ed for months or even
years, should absolutely
have a chance to complete
their education,” Al Ja-
wabra said in a statement
on behalf of the students
in limbo.

FROM PAGE 1A

REFUGEES ‘‘REFUGEES WHO FLED VIOLENCE, LEFT
EVERYTHING BEHIND, WHO HAVE SEEN
THEIR HOMES DESTROYED AND THEIR
RELATIVES INJURED OR KILLED, AND
WHOSE EDUCATION HAS BEEN
INTERRUPTED FOR MONTHS OR EVEN
YEARS, SHOULD ABSOLUTELY HAVE A
CHANCE TO COMPLETE THEIR
EDUCATION.
Alaa Al Jawabra of Syria, who had to start as a junior
at Davis and was declared a “dropout” last year
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shooting assault
at the Pier 39
tourist attraction
on Christmas
Day. He was
acting in support
of the Islamic
State of Iraq and
al-Sham, or ISIS,
according to a

criminal complaint.
In April, Jameson’s attorneys

A Modesto man accused of
plotting a terror attack in San
Francisco is due back in federal
court Monday morning for a
possible guilty plea.
Everitt Aaron Jameson had

pleaded not guilty in January to
planning the bombing and

scheduled Monday’s hearing in
Fresno for a possible plea
change, but details are not yet
public.
“If he does plead guilty, a

plea agreement will be filed and
there may be additional details
in that,” said an email Thursday
from Lauren Horwood, spokes-
woman for the U.S. Attorney’s
Office in Sacramento.
Jameson, a 2009 graduate of

Enochs High School, was
arrested Dec. 20 and remains in
custody. He is scheduled to
appear at 8:15 a.m. before Judge
Lawrence O’Neill.
Federal officials say Jameson

discussed the plot with under-
cover FBI employees and sourc-
es posing as facilitators for ISIS.
Jameson told an undercover

FBI agent he “had been there
before and knew it was a heavi-

ly crowded area,” according to
the complaint.
The defendant was charged

with attempting to aid a terror-
ist organization and distributing
bomb-making information.
Each carries a maximum penal-
ty of 20 years in prison.
Jameson served in the Marine

Corps until he was discharged
for failing to disclose an asthma
history. He was working as a
tow truck driver when he was
arrested.
Defense attorney Charles Lee

said earlier that the allegations
mainly involve discussions on
Facebook and elsewhere.
“And nowhere in the com-

plaint does it allege any creating
explosives, acquiring of weap-
ons, any substantial concrete
action taken in furtherance of
this alleged one,” Lee said.

Modesto man accused of
terror plot will return to
court, may plead guilty
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

Everitt
Jameson

After living as refugees in
Pakistan, Khuda and Fatima
Musa-Khan dreamed of an
education in the United States
and finally were granted the
opportunity.
When the family was reset-

tled in Modesto in November

2015, Fatima was illiterate in
her own language and started
with the basics of writing. She
was taught to hold a pen and
make an “X” in place of her
name.
Fatima and her brother, Khu-

da, made good progress on their
education in less than three
years at Davis High School’s
Language Institute, but received
notice last month they were not

approved for another year, put-
ting their family’s future in
doubt. Fatima, 19, and her 18-
year-old brother are presumably
too old to continue in the pro-
gram or lack credits to graduate
on time.
Refugee and immigrant stu-

dents at various levels of educa-
tion are at the heart of a debate
over enrollment policy in Mo-
desto City Schools that returns

to the district board Monday
evening.
People who support their

cause say the district should
relax its age-based policies to

School district may alter
age policy for benefit
of refugees, immigrants

SEE DISTRICT, 6A

BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Pakistani refugees Khudadad Musa Khan and sister Fatima Musa Khan have been told they can no longer attend Davis High School’s language
institute because they have aged out. Both need 50 more units to earn their diplomas.

‘‘I DON’T KNOWTHAT NEW ARRIVALS
SHOULD BE LOOKED
AT DIFFERENTLY
THAN THE GENERAL
STUDENT
POPULATION.
Trustee Chad Brown

SAN FRANCISCO
Curious about their roots,

consumers are spending tens
of million of dollars each year
getting their DNA tested and
then proclaiming they are
one-quarter Irish, 22 percent
Scandinavian or 14 percent
Native American.
These pie charts of eth-

nicity make for great water-
cooler conversation. But what
about the science? Experts
say it is still in its infancy, can
reinforce stereotypes and
sometimes is flat-out wrong.
Scott Woodward, a former

employee of Ancestry.com
who helped build the compa-
ny’s database of ethnic mark-
ers, said DNA services are
prompting millions to ask
questions about their family
history, which he sees as
beneficial. But he’s troubled
that so many consumers see
ethnic analysis as a hard
science, when there are well-
known limitations.
“It is a very, very hard

problem,” said Woodward, a
Utah academic who previous-
ly was Ancestry’s director of
genomic discovery. “People
like to draw hard lines with
ethnicity, and they should be
fluffy clouds.”
As the industry leader, with

more than 5 million people
tested, Ancestry.com has
marketed its DNA-testing kits
by claiming it offers five
times more detail about fam-
ily history than competitors.
Some independent evaluators

DNA FOR SALE

Companies
concede
limits to
pinpointing
ethnicity

BY STUART LEAVENWORTH
sleavenworth@mcclatchydc.com

SEE DNA, 7A
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accommodate the vul-
nerable young people,
who have arrived in larger
numbers in recent years.
Since October 2014,

almost 2,000 refugees of
all ages, most from Iraq,
Afghanistan and Syria,
have resettled in Stanislaus
County, though the influx
has slowed down under the
Trump administration.
Students frommore than
30 countries are served by
the Language Institute at
Davis, created in 2009 to
provide robust language
training and prepare new-
comer students for success.
Refugee agencies such

as World Relief rely on
the Language Institute to
educate the high schoolers
at Davis and younger
adolescents at Roosevelt
Junior High. The expense
for supplemental services,
support staff and counsel-
ors for students who may
have suffered trauma in
violent conflicts costs
about $1.3 million a year
above the base financial
support, the school district
said Friday.

BENEFITS BEYOND
SCHOOL
Investments in educa-

tion can be measured
against the costs of aca-
demic failure. A single
high school dropout costs
society almost $300,000
over a lifetime, in terms of
lower tax revenue and
costs of public services,
according to a Northeast-
ern University study. A
person with a high school
diploma makes a net life-
time fiscal contribution of
$287,000 and a college
graduate will contribute
$793,000.
The award-winning

language program has
been successful over the
years, sending almost 90
percent of graduates to
college in 2016. About
350 were enrolled in the
program as of March.
Some have argued for

years that the district’s
antiquated enrollment
policies are unfair to the
refugee and immigrant
students and undermine
the mission to help them
earn diplomas and pre-
pare for college.
The board on Monday

will consider a proposal to
increase the time that
some newcomers spend in
high school to learn En-
glish and adjust to Amer-
ican life. One proposal
would allow English lear-
ners age 16 and 17, who
have no credits to transfer
from their previous coun-
try of residence, to enroll
as 10th graders, or sopho-
mores, instead of being
placed in 11th grade with
other students their age.
The longtime policy of

placing newcomers in
grade levels based on
their age, regardless of
education experience, has
forced some to squeeze
English learning and
mainstream coursework
into less than four years of
high school.
The school board could

also formalize rules for
“fifth year” status granted
to some students at Mo-
desto high schools who
can’t graduate on time
because they missed
school, dealt with health
issues or, in the case of
refugee students, stopped
attending school in coun-
tries where they first lived
after fleeing their home-
land.
The proposed language

for fifth year status is
more restrictive than
current practice that has
allowed some 20-year-old
high schoolers to graduate
in the past. Students
would not be eligible if
they would turn 20 during
the extra year. Those
approved for extra time
are expected to graduate
at the end of that school
year.
Lindsey Bird, coor-

dinator of the Language
Institute, said Friday that
some of the proposed
language is a step in the
right direction for new-
comers, but she was still

closely reviewing the
policy updates, some of
which were revised after a
May 8 workshop.
Some advocates have

suggested the district
adopt a federal law that
allows English learners
age 19 to 21 to remain in
high school. School board
trustees have concerns
about 21-year-old adults
sharing classrooms with
14- and 15-year-old stu-
dents.
“I could see both sides,”

Trustee Chad Brown said
last week. “I don’t know
that new arrivals should
be looked at differently
than the general student
population.”
Bird said a small num-

ber of Language Institute
students would need to
stay at Davis High until
they are 21. Most students
earn a diploma in the
traditional time or with
the fifth year option, Bird
said. Some who age out
before earning a diploma
prefer to attend adult
school.
A policy and guidelines

could be written for new-
comers like Fatima Musa-
Khan who are enrolled
late in their high school
career and need to make
up for large gaps in educa-
tion. Of 20 students in the
Language Institute who
requested extra time this
spring, Fatima was the
only one who would turn
21 before graduating, Bird
said.
The uncertainty experi-

enced by those 20 stu-
dents called attention to
the need for updated
policies. An uproar was
sparked in April when
their requests for an extra
year were marked “pend-
ing approval” and then 10
of the students received
denial letters, apparently
because those students
would turn 20 next year.
Three students were al-
lowed an additional se-
mester and seven were
approved for the extra
year.
Lawyers with California

Rural Legal Assistance
filed discrimination claims
and urged the district to
reconsider the denials
while the school board
considered updated en-
rollment policies. Davis
High administration is-
sued new letters in mid-
May, allowing 18 of the
newcomers another year
starting in the fall.
A coalition that backs

the Language Institute
doubts that newcomers
like Fatima and Khuda
will fare well with the
online courses at adult
schools.
Sam Pierstorff, an En-

glish professor at Modesto
Junior College who has
urged the school district
to relax policies, said the
community college is not
as qualified and lacks the
technology to teach new-
comers who came here
with no prior education.
English conversation

classes for young adults
are usually held a couple
days a week. “They don’t
get the daily immersion.
The don’t get the emo-
tional support and the
interaction with other
students,” Pierstorff said.
Sarah Williams, a case

manager for World Relief,
said there are no other
suitable programs in Mo-
desto for newcomers like
Fatima and Khuda,

whereas the Language
Institute is especially
designed to meet their
needs. “She is doing really
well and she could gradu-
ate if she had another year
or two,” Williams noted.
Khuda said his sister

can’t get a job without a
better grasp of English
and high school diploma.

AN EXTRA YEAR OF
HIGH SCHOOL
Maria Merza is a

college-bound student
who gave up getting ap-
proved for another year at
Davis. In just three years
at Davis, the newcomer
from Syria went from a
zero score in English com-
prehension to reading
almost at college level and
earned a grade point aver-
age of 4.1.
Merza, 19, asked for a

fourth year to take classes
to make her eligible for
University of California
admission, but the prom-
ising student was denied.
She ultimately decided to
whisk through online
classes in May to finish
high school and is mulling
over college options.
She is scheduled to

testify Tuesday before the
Senate Education Com-
mittee in Sacramento on
Assembly Bill 2121, which
would guarantee access to
an extra year of high
school to students who
enroll in migrant educa-
tion in 10th grade or later.
The bill’s author, Assem-
blywoman Anna Caball-
ero, D-Salinas, agreed to
add refugee students to
the bill.
Davis High student

Halima Rajimi was over-
joyed to have her initial
denial letter reversed last
month, giving her an extra
year of high school. She
said some of her friends
were never in English
immersion classes and
gave up on school.
Rajimi, 19, speaks three

languages from talking
with people of different
ethnic groups in Afghan-
istan and living in Pakis-
tan, and knows Hindi
from watching Bollywood
movies. She needs sum-
mer school and another
year at Davis to graduate
and then attend MJC to
earn credits to transfer to
a university. She wants to
work as an ultrasound
technician.
Rogelio Rodriguez, 17,

was 11 years old when he
stopped going to school in
El Salvador, where chil-
dren walking to school are
accosted by gangs. He
sought political asylum in
the United States and was
enrolled in the Language
Institute in December.
Rodriguez thought his

time at Davis had been
cut short but received a
letter last month reversing
the decision and granting
him another year. He
wants to become a police
officer.
“In El Salvador, the

leaders are focused on
political issues and are not
focused on bettering life
for young people,” Rodri-
guez said through a trans-
lator.
Fatima, Khuda and an

older sister have been
refugees their entire lives
after their parents fled
Afghanistan when the
Mujahideen and former
Soviet Union battled for
control of the country in
the 1980s. Khuda said
Afghans living in Pakistan
deal with discrimination
and he most likely faced a
future of working as a
laborer there. His mother

had to pay for the three
months of schooling he
received.
Khuda, whose father

died years ago, washes
dishes at an ice cream
shop in Modesto when
he’s not studying at Davis
High. He usually spends
lunch time at Davis read-
ing a book. He feels re-
sponsible for getting an
education and supporting

the family.
Haroon Mohammad, an

Afghan who worked for
U.S. special forces as a
translator and guide,
sometimes checks in on
the family at an apartment
complex in Modesto.
“I see him trying hard

to support the family,”
Mohammad said, refer-
ring to Khuda. “He is
putting the pressure on

himself.”
Khuda said the Lan-

guage Institute is his best
option for improving his
English, earning a diplo-
ma and preparing for
college.
“I am never going to

give up,” he said. “I will
still continue to study.
Without an education, I
can’t do anything.”

FROM PAGE 1A

DISTRICT
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Students in the state’s
migrant education pro-
gram face some of the
toughest challenges in
trying to finish high
school.
Raul Diaz, migrant

education director for
Stanislaus and Merced
counties, told of a student
who was diligent in her

classroom studies while
her family worked in the
Central Valley in spring
and summer. Unfortu-
nately, her family would
leave town in the fall right
before final exams.
“They came back the

next year and it was like
being in the hamster cage
again,” Diaz said. “She
was going in circles.”
A proposed bill would

assist high schoolers in
migrant education with

earning credits for a diplo-
ma or making prepara-
tions for college. Assem-
blywoman Anna Caball-
ero, D-Salinas, wants to
include migrant students
in the same state laws that
remove barriers for foster
kids and children of mil-
itary families who often
relocate.
Assembly Bill 2121

would provide those stu-
dents with full or partial
credit for classroom work

completed in other
schools and make them
exempt from local gradua-
tion requirements that are
beyond what the state
requires. The bill would
also guarantee an extra
year in high school for
students who need to
complete graduation re-
quirements or take classes
to make them eligible for
college.
After new immigrant

and refugee students were
wrapped into Caballero’s
bill, a group of interna-
tional students from Mo-
desto traveled to Sacra-
mento in June to attend a
Senate Education Com-
mittee hearing in support.
“If it passes, it will help

a lot of people to get the
education they need,”
said Daniel Perez, who
attended the hearing and

Lawmakers urged
to pass migrant
education bill
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE MIGRANTS, 5A

A 25-year-old man on
Monday agreed to a plea
deal with a seven-year
prison sentence for driv-
ing drunk and crashing
into a Modesto police car
earlier this year, which
seriously injured Officer
Juan Arroyo.
Nazario Daniel Castillo,

of Modesto, crashed into
the patrol car after he
reportedly led authorities
in a high-speed pursuit
that started on Highway
99 in north Modesto. The
chase ended with the
crash on the other side of
town near the airport
neighborhood.
The officer was on his

way to lay down some
spike strips when Castil-
lo’s pickup struck his car.
Castillo on Monday

afternoon pleaded guilty
to assault with a deadly
weapon involving a vehi-
cle. Deputy District At-
torney John R. Mayne said
the conviction on the
assault charge means
Castillo’s driver’s license
will be revoked for the
rest of his life.
Gil Somera, Castillo’s

attorney, said in court that
the state’s Department of
Motor Vehicles has a re-
habilitation process in
which his client can apply
to have his driver’s license
reinstated.
Stanislaus Superior

Court Judge Dawna
Reeves advised Somera
and his client that she is
not aware of any such
process, and the law dic-
tates a lifetime ban of his
driver’s license with this
assault conviction. Castil-
lo informed the judge that
he’s well aware of the
circumstances surround-
ing and wished to proceed
with the plea deal.
Castillo also pleaded

guilty to driving under the
influence of alcohol. May-
ne told the judge that
Castillo’s blood alcohol
content was 0.17 percent,
slightly more than twice
the legal limit of 0.08
percent.
In exchange for his

guilty plea, prosecutors
dropped a charge of driv-
ing the wrong way to
evade a peace officer.

Another
DUI charge
stemming
from the
same in-
cident also
was drop-
ped.
The de-

fendant’s
charges included an en-
hancement for causing
great bodily injury.
Arroyo’s injuries included
a compound fracture,
broken bones, a bruised
lung and a skull fracture.
Mayne told the judge

that Arroyo recently un-
derwent another surgery,
this time to repair the
function in one of his
arms. The prosecutor said
Arroyo’s recovery contin-
ues, but the officer plans
on returning to duty.
The California Highway

Patrol said Castillo was
ejected from his pickup
and suffered moderate
injuries. Castillo was
treated at a local hospital
before he was booked at
the Stanislaus County Jail
and later charged with the
crash.
It occurred about 1:30

a.m. on Jan. 16 near the
intersection of Yosemite
Boulevard and Santa Ana
Avenue in Modesto. The
CHP first spotted Castillo
driving a Toyota Tundra
pickup about 30 minutes
before the crash.
Castillo was heading

north on Highway 99’s
southbound lanes. CHP
officers in a patrol car
heading south on the
highway swerved to avoid
Castillo in the oncoming
pickup, according to the
CHP.
Mayne told the judge

that Castillo continued
heading the wrong way,
exiting the highway on the
Standiford Avenue on-
ramp.
The CHP said Castillo’s

pickup then headed east
on Standiford, before
another CHP patrol unit
tried to pull him over. But
the pickup re-entered
Highway 99, heading
south before exiting at

Wrong-way driver
who crashed into
police car, injuring
officer, pleads guilty

BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

Nazario
Castillo

VIDEO

For video, see this story at
www.modbee.com.
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A 33-year-old Turlock
man has been sentenced
to two years in prison for
speeding away from Mo-
desto police during a
chase a few months ago.
After a two-day trial, a

jury on June 29 found
Chad Vernon Pearson
guilty of fleeing a peace
officer while driving with
reckless disregard for
safety, the Stanislaus
County District Attorney’s
Office announced this
week.
Stanislaus Superior

Court Judge Shawn Be-
ssey sentenced Pearson
on July 30, according to
court records. Deputy
District Attorney Barry
Shapiro prosecuted the
case.
About 10:20 p.m. on

March 21, Pearson was
spotted driving a blue

Hyundai that was suspect-
ed to have been stolen,
according to prosecutors.
A Modesto police officer
responded to the report
and tried to pull over the
vehicle.
Prosecutors said Pear-

son refused to stop, and
the police pursuit ensued.
The Hyundai ran four stop
signs, reaching speeds of
up to 70 mph in wet, rainy
conditions. The chase
continued for nearly a
mile, and the Hyundai’s
driver escaped arrest.
Investigators later iden-

tified Pearson as the driv-
er who escaped from po-
lice, according to prose-
cutors. He was captured
about three weeks after
the chase. It’s unclear
whether authorities found
the blue Hyundai.
At the time of the pur-

suit, Pearson was on pro-
bation in Stanislaus Coun-
ty for a 2017 vehicle theft
conviction.

Man who escaped
from Modesto police
chase convicted
BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

OAKDALE

T hursday was the
first day of school
for 11-year-old
Hector Evangelis-

ta Jr. of Oakdale. He was
conflicted about going,
though, if it meant his
mother would be home
alone.
Assured by visiting

family members they’d be
with her, Hector Jr. head-
ed to class with his fa-
ther’s words in his head.
Some time ago, when
Hector Sr. was battling
cancer, “He would tell
him, ‘You’re going to be
the man of the house if
something ever happens
to me with my cancer.
You’re the man,’” Hector
Jr.’s mom, Luz Ruiz, said
in Spanish Thursday
morning, with family
member and neighbor
Susana Ortiz translating.
Cancer didn’t take Hec-

tor Evangelista’s life,
though. He’d gotten a
little better in recent
months, his blood work
was good, Ruiz said. He’d
been feeling some pain
recently, however, and a
biopsy was to be done on
his liver to see if the can-
cer had spread there.
What might have come

of that won’t be known,
because Hector, 44, and
the couple’s 16-year-old
daughter, Giselle, died in

a crash Tuesday evening
on Patterson Road on
their way home from
Riverbank.
Hector was a carpenter,

and he and Giselle had
dropped off some remod-

eling materials. She was
behind the wheel at least
on the way back to Oak-
dale, and the California
Highway Patrol reported
that, for unknown rea-
sons, she veered into the
oncoming lane twice —
the second time hitting
another vehicle head-on.
The occupants of the

2014 Dodge she hit, Oak-

dale resident Marisela
Wilkinson, 32, and her
children Kylie, 11, Mi-
chael, 9, and Alexa, 6, all
suffered minor injures.
“Scrapes and bruises. We
were extremely lucky,”
she commented on the
Oakdale Area Incident
Feed page on Facebook.
The Evangelistas,

whose Toyota Echo over-
turned into a ditch filled
with cattle waste runoff,
were pronounced dead at
the scene.
In Ortiz’s living room

Thursday, Ruiz spoke
tearfully of her lost hus-
band and daughter. Asked
to share what made Hec-
tor special, she said,
“Everything.” He was a
really good father, always
concerned about his chil-
dren, wanting them to
have everything. He was
excited about the baptism
of the couple’s youngest
child, 9-month-old Vale-
ria, which was to be this
weekend.
Instead, the family is

planning funerals, and
working to get Hector’s
mother, sister and a few
other relatives up from
Mexico to attend.
Hector and Giselle were

almost inseparable, Ruiz
said. Whether it was a trip
like Tuesday’s or a run to
the dollar store or grocery
store, the teen wanted to
tag along.
Ortiz said the girl al-

ways was smiling, and
would light up a room.
“Everybody would turn
when she would walk in.”
Giselle , who would

have been a junior at Oak-
dale High this school year,
loved soccer and also ran
track. As her soccer team-
mates start their season,
they’ll be wearing black

DEKE FARROW jfarrow@modbee.com

Giselle Evangelista’s cousin Alex Zamora works a car wash to benefit the family Thursday, along Atchison Street/
Highway 108 in Riverbank. Two members of Zamora’s family were killed in a fatal car accident on Patterson Road in
Riverbank on Tuesday evening.

Oakdale mother and son
struggle with loss of
beloved dad, daughter
BY DEKE FARROW
jfarrow@modbee.com

EVANGELISTA FAMILY

This family portrait of the Evangelistas — clockwise from
top left, Giselle, Hector, Luz and Hector Jr. — was taken
in October, while Luz was pregnant with Valeria.

VIDEO

For video, see this story at
www.modbee.com.

SEE LOSS, 5A
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transformed space into a
war-fighting domain al-
ready, and the United
States will not shrink from
this challenge,” he said.
In June, the president

directed the Pentagon to
create a “separate but
equal” space force, a com-
plicated and expensive
move that could take
years to gain Congress’
approval and become
operational. On Thursday,
Pence said the adminis-
tration will work with
Congress on the plan and
will outline a budget next
year. The last time the
U.S. created a new uni-
formed military service
was in 1947, when the Air
Force was launched after
World War II. It joined the
Army, Navy, Marine
Corps and Coast Guard.
Defense Secretary Jim

Mattis has endorsed steps
to reorganize the mil-
itary’s space-combat
forces and create a new
command, but he previ-
ously opposed launching
an expensive new service.
A new branch of the mil-
itary would require layers
of bureaucracy, military
and civilian leaders, uni-
forms, equipment and an
expansive support struc-
ture.
Asked about the cost,

Deputy Defense Secretary
Patrick Shanahan told
reporters the Pentagon
doesn’t have a number yet
but will when the legisla-
tive proposal is finished by
the end of the year.
“I would assume it’s

billions,” he said. Shana-
han said Mattis’ opposi-
tion to a separate service
last year was rooted in
concerns about spending
more on overhead while
under strict budget caps –
implying that those wor-
ries may not be as great
now.
Deborah James, who

served as Air Force secre-
tary for the final three
years of the Obama ad-
ministration, estimated it
would be five to 10 years
before a separate service

would be fully formed.
“Eventually, it’ll settle

out, but you will go
through years of thrash-
ing. And is that thrashing
going to slow your mo-
mentum or is it going to
help you achieve your
goals and address the real
challenges that we have
on our plate?” she said at
Brookings Institution last
week. “I don’t think so. I
don’t. I wouldn’t vote in
favor of it.”
Much of the military’s

current space power is
wielded by the Air Force
Space Command, which
has its headquarters at
Peterson Air Force Base in
Colorado Springs, Col-
orado. The command has
about 38,000 personnel
and operates 185 military
satellite systems, includ-
ing the Global Positioning
System and communi-
cations and weather satel-
lites. It also oversees Air
Force cyberwarfare.
Under the new plan,

space elements that are
now scattered across the
department would be
gathered under one com-
mand, which Pence said
would better ensure in-
tegration across the mil-
itary.
The military’s role in

space has been under
scrutiny because the Unit-
ed States is increasingly
reliant on orbiting satel-
lites that are difficult to
protect. Satellites provide
communications, naviga-
tion, intelligence and
other services vital to the
military and the national
economy.
U.S. intelligence agen-

cies reported earlier this
year that Russia and Chi-
na were pursuing “nonde-
structive and destructive”
anti-satellite weapons for
use during a future war.
And there are growing
worries about cyberat-
tacks that could target
satellite technology, po-
tentially leaving troops in
combat without electronic
communications or navi-
gation abilities.

FROM PAGE 1A

SPACE FORCE

WASHINGTON
The Trump adminis-

tration’s plan to establish
a Space Force as a new
branch of the military will
unfold in phases and will
require congressional
approval.
According to an outline

submitted to Congress on
Thursday, the Pentagon
will:

A Recommend to Presi-
dent Donald Trump that
he approve creation of a
U.S. Space Command by
the end of this year. It
would be headed by a
four-star general. Space
Command’s main role
would be to prepare for
conflict in space and to
lead U.S. space forces
should such a war begin.

A Create a Space Devel-
opment Agency to accel-
erate the development
and fielding of technol-
ogies required for a Space

Force. It will report to a
civilian.

A Establish a Space
Operations Force, which
will be a group of space
technology and space
warfare experts. This
group would be the core
of an eventual Space
Force, to be created as a
separate military service.
These experts would be
developed over time much
like the military in the
past has created cadres of
service members with
expertise in medicine,
cyber operations and
commando operations.

A Submit to Congress,
as part of its 2020 budget
request, a legislative pro-
posal for creation of a
Space Force as a separate
military service. Deputy
Defense Secretary Patrick
Shanahan said Thursday
the Pentagon has not yet
calculated what this will
cost, but he said it will run
into the billions.

Space Force at a glance
Associated Press

in more rural areas. As an
example, she expected the
bill would assist Central
American immigrants
recently resettled in Men-
dota in western Fresno
County, where schools are
gearing up with language
instruction, she said.
“A lot of statistics have

proven that high school
education and higher
education has a direct
impact on quality of life,”
Bird said.
AB 2121 was passed out

of the Education Commit-
tee but has been placed on
the “suspense file” of the
Appropriations Commit-
tee due to potential costs
for the state and school
districts. Advocates for
migrant and newcomer
students have gone on
social media to urge com-
mittee members to ad-
vance the bill.
Caballero’s bill has

support from 15 different
groups, including the
California Association for
Bilingual Education and
the Association of Cali-
fornia School Adminis-
trators. No one has op-
posed it.
According to a state

report, school districts will
incur costs in changing
procedures, providing
guidance for students and
parents, and investigating
appeals if students are not
accommodated. The costs
for investigating 20 com-
plaints statewide in a year
could range from
$10,000 to $400,000,
depending on pay rates

begins his senior year at
Davis High School next
week. He said migrant
children who complete
their education are able to
find higher-paying jobs
and will pay more taxes
that support public serv-
ices.
Perez and his siblings

were in migrant education
for a time until their fath-
er landed a permanent job
with a dairy.
He said an older brother

was able to improve his
English language skills
when Modesto City
Schools granted him an
extra year in high school,
which is one of the provi-
sions for migrant and
immigrant students in AB
2121. Daniel plans to at-
tend college with a goal of
becoming an aerospace
engineer.
Under the bill, school

districts would issue full
or partial credit for cour-
sework completed by
immigrant or refugee
students in their home
countries before they were
resettled in Stanislaus
County.
Lindsey Bird, who di-

rects a language program
for international students
at Davis High, said En-
glish learners in some
other areas of the state are
not allowed extra time in
high school.
While larger metropol-

itan areas have robust
adult education programs
for immigrants needing to
learn English, Bird said,
there’s a lack of programs

for staff, and the state
would be on the hook for
reimbursing the school
districts, the report said.
School districts receive

average daily attendance
funding for students
granted an extra year in
high school.
Diaz said costs for mi-

grant students should be
minimal. He expected that
a few students in Stanis-
laus and Merced counties
would opt for the “fifth
year” high school option
to finish one or two re-
quired classes and local
schools would be support-
ive.
Migrant education

seems to get less attention
today. About 90,000
migrant students attended
schools in California in
the 2016-17 school year,
down from 102,000 in
2014-15, with almost 30
percent changing schools
during the year. Statistics
showed that 74 percent
were not meeting English
language standards and
80 percent were not up to
par in math.
It’s common for mi-

grant families from Texas
or Mexico to arrive in the
Northern San Joaquin
Valley in June or July to
work in agriculture and
then return home in No-
vember, Diaz said. Some
migrant children attend
local schools during the
traditional school calen-
dar before the families
move to Oregon or Wash-
ington for jobs.
The state’s migrant

education program puts
Stanislaus, Merced and
Madera counties in the
same region overseen by
the Merced County Office

of Education. Services are
provided to 7,000 stu-
dents in the region, in-
cluding about 1,500 high
school-age students.
According to the latest

figures, 141 migrant stu-
dents and 233 immigrants
attend high schools in
Modesto City Schools.
Caballero has worked

on housing and protec-
tions for farmworkers in
her district and thought
migrant students were
included in laws for chil-
dren whose education is
fragmented by relocation.
Her staff said she wrote
the bill after finding they
were not.
The state’s minimum

graduation requirements
include courses in En-
glish, math, science, social
studies, history, perform-
ing arts or technical edu-
cation, and physical edu-
cation. Because of the
mobile lifestyle of these
families, migrant students
often have trouble with
the additional require-
ments imposed by local
school districts.
Diaz said an entire

program this summer in
Merced was dedicated to
students earning local
credits.
Becky Fortuna, a

spokeswoman for Modes-
to City Schools, said the
district is in support of the
additional services for
migrant and newcomer
students in AB 2121. In
July, the school board
updated a fifth year policy
that’s available to all stu-
dents who meet the crite-
ria, she said.

Modesto Bee

Language Institute teacher Amelia Herrera-Evans works with students Karen Rios, left, and Jaqueline Flores at Davis
High School in Modesto on Jan. 27.
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MIGRANTS

Tuolumne Boulevard and
heading east.
The police officer was

heading west on Yosemite
Boulevard to assist in the
chase. Castillo was head-
ing north on Santa Ana
Avenue, when his pickup
broadsided Arroyo’s pa-
trol car.
The prosecutor said in

court that Castillo’s pick-

up reached speeds of 85
mph on Yosemite Boule-
vard. Mayne also said
Castillo’s pickup ran a
stop sign at 50 mph mo-
ments before crashing
into the patrol car, fling-
ing the police vehicle into
a home’s yard.
Mayne told the judge

that Arroyo was hospital-
ized for weeks. Arroyo has

said he received a lot of
support during his recov-
ery — locally and national-
ly, which included cards
and letters from children
he and his twin brother,
Luis, also an officer, vis-
ited at a school. In April,
he threw out the first pitch
at a Modesto Nuts
baseball game.
Castillo has been in

custody since the day of
the crash. Judge Reeves
scheduled him to return to
court Sept. 5, when he will
be formally sentenced.

Arroyo and his family will
have an opportunity to
speak in court at next
month’s hearing.
The judge told Castillo

that the assault charge is
considered a strike under
the state’s “Three Strikes”
law, and a prison sentence
could be doubled if he is
convicted of another felo-
ny. She also told Castillo
that his DUI conviction
could result in a longer
sentence if he’s convicted
of another DUI.

FROM PAGE 3A

PLEA DEAL

armbands in her honor.
Some of the girls shared
with The Bee their
thoughts on Giselle.
“I remember being

nervous to play and Gi-
selle was always there to
pick me up and tell me I
could do it, and play
amazing. She always
made everything so fun,
and she was so sweet to
everyone,” Jordyn Elting
said.
Alyssa Stott said she

took her best friend on her
first airplane trip — to
Hawaii, no less. And Gi-
selle made even getting
lost on the streets of the
Aloha State fun. “Giselle
was an extraordinary girl,
nothing about her was
boring,” Alyssa said. “She

was always ‘extra’ in the
best ways. She was always
happy around others, even
when she felt sad ... Even
when it came to just lay-
ing around doing nothing,
she would start singing
and it turned into a par-
ty.”
And Daniela Carranza

shared, “There was never
a time when she was
around me and didn’t
make me smile or laugh.”
Giselle was a true stu-

dent athlete, who didn’t
lose sight of what was
important in school, her
mom said. She strove to
improve academically.
“She wanted to become
someone. She would get
bothered if her grades
would go down. She want-

ed to be a lawyer. “
She was a wonderful

daughter who loved her
family, Ruiz added. “She
was telling her baby sister
how when she’d grow up,
she’d be playing soccer
with her and would show
her about things.” Valeria
was almost like her own
baby to Giselle, her moth-
er said.
Perhaps because of

Hector’s cancer, death
was on Giselle’s mind of
late, Ruiz said. Not long
ago, she expressed a fear
that she would die alone.
And on the Friday before
her death, while on a
family trip to Los Angeles,
she posed for a photo
before a wall painted to
make it look as though she
had angel wings and said
that someday “she was
going to fly with those
really big wings.”
It’s an understatement

to say Hector’s and Gi-
selle’s deaths have hit
their surviving family
hard. Hector Jr. says he
can’t miss school because
he wants to work hard,
help his mom through her
grieving and support his
family, Ortiz said. “He’s
very, very worried about
that, how they’re going to
get through, but he’s be-
ing very strong.”
Asked what they need,

Ruiz said any help with
funeral costs is appreciat-
ed. She added, “Nobody
can help remove the pain
we have.”
A gofundme.com ac-

count has been establish-
ed to help the Evangelis-
tas. Car wash benefits also
are being held, as well as a
benefit Tuesday at Cocina
Michoacana restaurant.
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say a new school board policy
will make things tougher for the
students to get the college edu-
cation they need to thrive in
their adopted country.
“We feel we are going back-

ward,” said Amelia Herrera, a
teacher at Davis High School’s
Language Institute. “There are
going to be quite a few students
that could have gone to a four-
year college caught in the cross-

A program for immigrant high
schoolers in Modesto City
Schools has won awards for
immersing the students in En-
glish, enabling them to com-
plete graduation requirements
and attend college.
Yet, leaders of the program

hairs of the new policy.”
The students in the Davis

program include recent im-
migrants from Latin American
countries and refugees from
Iraq and Afghanistan whose
families were resettled in Mo-
desto.
The Davis program helps the

students with acculturation and
gives them confidence to pursue
an education. A new district

policy, however, won’t allow the
college-bound students to use a
“fifth year” option to take
courses making them eligible
for university admission.
In addition, the extra year

can’t be used for improving
their English in order to succeed
in college.
Program leaders and district

officials said this week that the
college options for LI graduates

are now mostly limited to junior
college. The fifth year or “super
senior” option is only for com-
pleting high school graduation
requirements, school board
President Amy Neumann con-
firmed.
“The district is trying to pro-

vide a high school diploma to as
many students as come through
the door,” Neumann said.
“Whether they get to A-G de-
pends on the student.” A-G is a
term referring to University of
California coursework require-
ments.
Lindsey Bird, who’s been

coordinator of the Davis pro-
gram, created in 2009, said she
was not aware of the change in
policy until students, by order of

Rules block college for
immigrants, teacher says
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

SEE EDUCATION, 4A

O fficials have a can-
celed next week’s
ribbon-cutting cere-
mony for a newly

constructed dog park at Modes-
to’s Beard Brook Park, which
has been designated a camp-
ground for homeless people
while the city works to provide
more shelter beds.
A federal appeals court on

Sept. 4 ruled that people cannot
be prosecuted for sleeping on
public property when they don’t
have viable alternatives.
The dog park, which is en-

closed by chain-link fencing and

locked gates, was scheduled to
open to the public Sept. 29 with
the ribbon-cutting ceremony.
But city officials felt a ceremony
celebrating the opening of the
dog park would not be appropri-
ate.
Thomas Reeves, a city

spokesman, said the city right
now wants to focus all its re-
sources on ensuring the safety
and well-being of the communi-
ty, including the homeless, who
will now be using the park as a
temporary campground.
He said the dog park might

still open as scheduled Sept. 29,
but “just without the pomp and
circumstance.” For the city to
use its resources on a ribbon-
cutting ceremony while respon-

ding to a rapidly evolving home-
less situation “would be sending
a conflicting message.”
Modesto is working out the

details to provide portable toi-
lets, sanitation, regular cleanups
and security at Beard Brook.
But Reeves said Wednesday

that city officials are not certain
when the dog park will be open.
City officials have stressed that
letting homeless people camp in
Beard Brook Park is a
temporary solution while Mo-
desto, Stanislaus County and
others work on increasing the

number of beds for the home-
less as well as services.
Officials have said they are

working with The Salvation
Army and the Modesto Gospel
Mission, which each operate
homeless shelters.
The appellate court ruling

comes as Stanislaus County
considers declaring what is
called a shelter crisis because
there are more homeless people
in the county than shelter for
them.
Beard Brook Park sits along

Dry Creek and south of Yose-
mite Boulevard, between the
E.&J. Gallo Winery and Stanis-
laus Food Products. While the
park has been closed for several
years, homeless people say they
have camped out there despite
attempts to move them out.
The park long has been pop-

ulated by homeless people. City
officials have considered ways
to generate more recreational
activity there and reclaim it as a

Opening ceremony for
dog park is canceled

SEE DOG PARK, 4A

BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

The new dog park at Beard Brook Park is competed, but it is unclear when it will open. Its opening ceremony was canceled because of the
city’s ongoing homeless crisis.

VIDEO

For video, see this story at
www.modbee.com.

WILMINGTON, N.C.
Exhaustion and frustration

are building in the Carolinas
as thousands of people wait
to go home days after Hurri-
cane Florence unleashed epic
floods blamed for at least 37
deaths, including those of two
women who drowned when a
sheriff’s van taking them to a
mental health facility was
swept off a road.
With the remnants of Flo-

rence finally out to sea and
skies bright over rivers still
swelling with muddy water,
President Donald Trump
visited the disaster zone,
riding through soggy neigh-
borhoods and helping pass
out warm meals at a church
in the hard-hit coastal town
of New Bern.
“How’s the house?” Trump

told one person. “You take
care of yourself.”
During a packed day,

Trump visited both North and
South Carolina, distributed
meals, walked amid piles of
sodden furniture in damaged
neighborhoods, offered hugs
and handshakes to residents,
and discussed the response
efforts with local and state
officials.
“America grieves with you

and our hearts break for you.
God bless you,” he said dur-
ing a briefing at a Marine
base in Havelock, N.C. “We
will never forget your loss.
We will never leave your side.
We’re with you all the way.”
Trump also praised the

volunteers, at one point hug-
ging a young helper and tell-
ing his parents, “You did a
good job.”
There wasn’t any presi-

Florence’s
death toll
rises to 37
as Trump
pays visit
BY CLAIRE GALOFARO
AND JEFFREY S. COLLINS
Associated Press

SEE FLOODS, 3A
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OBITUARIES

MODESTO
What: Latino Emergency Council meeting
When: Friday, 8:15 a.m.
Where: El Concilio Community Center, 1314 H St.
Info: Analisa Zamora, Stanislaus County Health Services Agency

health educator, will discuss the Tobacco Prevention Project. Con-
tact Dale Butler at 209-613-1058.

What: Veterans Summit
When: Friday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Where: Veteran Foundation Center, 3500 Coffee Road
Info: The “Connecting the Dots” Veterans Summit hosted by the

Modesto Vet Center and the Stanislaus County Veteran Services
Office. This free event will give veterans a chance to learn about
their VA benefits, medical care enrollment, home loans and more.
Paperwork needed: DD 214 or discharge documents. A free lunch
will be provided by sponsor Atlantic Reality. For more information
contact Santiago Sanchex at 209-569-0713 or email
santiago.sanchez@va.gov.

What: American Cancer Society Relay for Life Yard Sale
When: Friday and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Where: 2513 Bridle Path Lane, Modesto
Info: Relay Team “United in Love” holds yearly event; all proceeds

raised benefit the American Cancer Society. Relay For Life is a team
fundraising event dedicated to helping the American Cancer Society
attack cancer from every angle. Items for sale inlcude baby articles,
clothing, equipment, household goods and more. For more in-
formation contact Nancy at 209-521-3343.

What: Tacos, Mariachi y Mas
When: Thursday, Sept. 27, 6-9 p.m.
Where: The Red Event Center, 921 Eighth St.
Info: Latino Community Rountable (LCR) invites the public to its

18th annual National Hispanic Heritage Month Celebration fundrais-
er with tacos, live mariachi music, an auction, a small “Mercado”
(market) and more. All funds raised to go outreach efforts of LCR.
Tickets are $30. For more information or to purchase tickets, con-
tact Aaron O. Anguiano at 209-567-1040 or Norma Thurman at
209-988-4813.

BALLICO
What: Historical & Classic Aircraft Viewing
When: Fourth Saturday of each month, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Turlock Muni Airport, 13604 Newport Road
Info: The Turlock Regional Airport Association invites the com-

munity to tour its collection of historical and classic aircraft. Free.
For more information contact the airport at 209-668-5542 or Local
Pilot contact: Rodney Voumard at 209-595-7783 or visit
www.turlockairport.com.

NEWMAN
What: Harry Potter Party
When: Tuesday, Sept. 25, 4-6 p.m.
Where: Newman Library, 1305 Kern St.
Info: Muggles, wizards and witches are invited to this free event

based on the popular book series. The party will feature a variety of
Hogwarts-themed activities and crafts. Participants are invited to
come dressed in the colors of their favorite Hogwarts house. Snacks
will be provided, while supplies last. For more information contact
Sophia Petrakis at 209-862-2010. or visit www.stanislauslibrary.org.

STANISLAUS COUNTY
What: Anime Bookmark Contest
When: Through Oct. 1
Where: All Stanislaus County libraries
Info: Open to artists ages 10 to 18. Contest entry forms are avail-

able at all Stanislaus County libraries and at
www.stanislauslibrary.org. Participants are invited to submit an
original, anime-themed bookmark design to any Stanislaus County
Library location. For more information, contact the Children and
Teen Services Department at 209-558-7810.

TURLOCK
What: Senior Empowerment Seminar
When: Friday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Assyrian American Civic Club, 2618 N. Golden State Blvd.
Info: Stanislaus Elder Abuse Prevention Alliance seminar focuses

on informing older adults about ways to prevent financial and other
types of elder abuse. The SAFE Seminar registration begins at 8:30
a.m. and includes a complimentary continental breakfast and free
lunch. About 20 agencies also will have information and staff who
can speak with seniors regarding specific services. Reservations are
required and can be made by calling Catholic Charities at
209-529-3784.

Send Region items to Region, The Modesto Bee, P.O. Box 5256,
Modesto 95352; call 209-578-2330; fax 209-578-2207; or email
region@modbee.com.
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SETTING IT
STRAIGHT

regional park.
Edward Mendez has

been camping since 2011
in a spot near the south
end of the park. He
doesn’t believe he and
other homeless people will
interfere with dog lovers
on the other side of the
park.
“Here, we’re at the

end,” Mendez said
Wednesday about his
makeshift campsite. “No-
body sees us. We’re out of
the public’s eye, so to
speak.”
Construction of the dog

park is mostly complete,
except for some signage
that needs to be installed.
Mendez was confused
why the dog park hadn’t
opened yet.
“I don’t see why they

built the dog park here in
the first place,” he said.
“All that fencing, and now
they’re not going to use
it.”
Pacific Gas and Electric

Co. agreed to pay the
costs of creating the dog
park. It was part of a
PG&E-funded project to
relocate a 650-ton
locomotive with tender
from Beard Brook Park,
where the train had sat
since 1960.
The train sat atop a gas

line about five feet below
the surface, so moving it
allows PG&E to quickly
access underground util-
ities if the need arises.
The train was moved last
year to the Amtrak station
on Held Avenue near
Parker Road in Modesto.

Bruce Dow of United
Samaritans Foundation
conducts outreach with
homeless people each
Wednesday at Beard
Brook Park and other
areas throughout the city.
He tells them where they
can find free food and
other services from char-
itable organizations.
He was back at the park

this week to discuss the
city’s plan for the tempo-
rary homeless camp-
ground. United Samar-
itans used to serve free
meals to homeless people
at the park Monday
through Friday until about
a month ago. Dow said
most of the homeless
campers had moved to
other areas of the city,
fearing police citations or
arrests if they stayed at
Beard Brook Park.
Dow said the past few

days had resulted in a
dramatic change in city
policy toward homeless
people in Beard Brook
Park, at least.
“They know they’re not

going to get bullied and
pushed around if they stay
here,” Dow said in the
park’s parking lot.
He agrees that home-

less people will keep to
themselves while resi-
dents visit the dog park,
but the unfair stigma
surrounding homeless
people will keep pet own-
ers away.
“Nobody is going to

come down here with
their dogs,” Dow said.
Some homeless people

are worried the park will
become overcrowded as
other people throughout
the city leave other parks
and relocate to Beard
Brook.
Josh House, who has

been camping at the park
for about four years, said
a large population of
homeless people in one
park won’t be a problem.
He said he and other

homeless people living at
Beard Brook have shown
to police themselves, even
though he says a bike has
been stolen from him 12
times.
It’s a tough situation for

everyone involved, in-
cluding the law enforce-
ment officials who were
forced to cite homeless
people for camping at the
park. But House said the
police officers he’s en-
countered have been po-
lite and professional. He
said a group of probation
officers who were ques-
tioning some of the home-
less campers returned to
the park with meals for
House and others.
Camping at the park

helps them avoid the op-
tion of leaving behind
their belongings to stay in
an overnight shelter.
House and others hope
that the charitable groups
that used to provide serv-
ices at Beard Brook will
return.
“It’s going to help a lot

of people,” House said as
he hauled a bicycle trailer
with his belongings.
“They really need it.”

ANDY ALFARO aalfaro@modbee.com

Homeless resident Edward Mendez has been camping at Beard Brook Park in Modesto.
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DOG PARK

the district office, were
moved from language
classes to mainstream
classrooms at the start of
the fall semester. There’s
concern some newcomer
students had not acquired
enough English ability to
learn in those classrooms.
Bird said early this week

that she has not been able
to give parents much of an
explanation for the new
policy. “We started asking
questions and (the dis-
trict) kept telling us it was
the will of the board,” she
said.
Students in the Lan-

guage Institute often need
extra time to prepare for
college, because they first
need to learn English and
then take mainstream
coursework. It’s virtually
impossible for teenage
new arrivals to squeeze in
college eligibility courses
unless they have an extra
year.
Many granted an extra

year are simply getting a
fourth year of high school.
Upward of 90 percent

of Language Institute
graduates each year have
moved on to college,
which is among the rea-
sons the program earned
awards from the Cali-
fornia School Board Asso-
ciation and California
Department of Education
in 2015. About 10 percent
of the graduates last year
had plans to attend a

four-year college and
many planned to attend
MJC.
The program’s top stu-

dents have regularly spo-
ken at school board meet-
ings about equal opportu-
nity in higher education.
Last spring about 20 LI
students who applied for
an extra year were placed
in limbo while the school
district worked on a fifth-
year policy, which is off-
ered to students district-
wide who have good beha-
vior. Foster teens or chil-
dren of military families
sometimes exercise the
option.
To help accommodate

the newcomer students,
the school board approved
an enrollment policy that
places 16- or 17-year-olds
in 10th grade to help them
catch up on the education
they missed during the
resettlement process. In
addition, the new fifth-
year option is open to 19-
or 20-year-olds. Students
must be able to graduate
in that extra year.
At a May workshop and

two board meetings in
June, LI students and
members of a coalition
that supports them urged
the board to support the
students’ desire for a
diploma and college edu-
cation. Supporters did not
hear board discussion,
however, on imposing
restrictions on fifth-year

coursework.
“We would have hit the

roof had they told us our
students were not eligible
for the time they need to
graduate literate and uni-
versity eligible,” said Bird,
an outspoken advocate for
the students.
Trustee Chad Brown

said Tuesday that he re-
cently heard about the
changes affecting the
Language Institute. “It
was not my intent,” he
said. “I really want to
research this more.”
Marla Mack, associate

superintendent of educa-
tion services, said that
completing requirements
for a diploma is the pur-
pose of the districtwide
fifth-year option. She said
that 80 percent of LI stu-
dents self-report a plan to
attend MJC after gradua-
tion. In some cases, stu-
dents in the Language
Institute might be able to
work in A-G classes by the
time they graduate.
Bird suggested that

district officials may not
understand that her stu-
dents need the extra time
to work on English litera-
cy before attending MJC.
Rosario Piceno, whose

daughter just entered the
program, said the fresh-
men should have more
options when it’s time to
graduate from high
school.
“I went to MJC and got

stuck and never finished,”
the parent said. “There
was not enough room in
the classes I needed. My
daughter has wanted to be

a veterinarian since she
was 4 years old.”
Joy Koski, a site coor-

dinator for the district’s
Advancement Via In-
dividual Determination,
or AVID, program, said
the service to help stu-
dents prepare for college
admission has to show it’s
inclusive of the entire
student population.
“We have had a lot of

success with students
coming into the (Lan-
guage Institute) and not
had that many who need-
ed extra time,” Koski said.
Language Institute gradu-
ates who are at four-year
colleges are an inspiration
for younger students who
have the same dream, he
said.
“It is disappointing we

are not going to continue
with that process,” Koski
said.

FROM PAGE 1A

EDUCATION
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Sara Noguchi, who took
over as superintendent of
Modesto City Schools in
July, has added her own
viewpoints to the some-
times contentious issue of
education for immigrant
and refugee students in
the county’s largest school
district.
At a meeting with par-

ents last week, Noguchi
said the district needs
broader adult school serv-
ices, not just for newcom-
ers, but for young adults
needing a second shot at a
diploma and training to
enter the workforce. She
also explained some
changes that had sparked
an outcry this fall at the
Davis High School Lan-
guage Institute for new-
comer students.
Though an array of

adult school opportunities
already exists in Stanis-
laus County, Noguchi said
the large school district

should improve its own
minimal services and she
recently paid a visit to
Ceres Unified School
District to glean ideas.
Along with courses to

complete graduation re-
quirements, MCS could
offer college preparation
classes for young adults,
teach job readiness skills
and work with community
partners on workforce
development efforts, No-
guchi said.
The challenge of provid-

ing education for im-
migrants and refugee
students is unavoidable
for local school districts.
Stanislaus County took in
4,260 refugees or people
with special immigration
visas from 2007 to 2017,
many from Afghanistan,
Iraq and Syria, and its
agricultural abundance
has long attracted im-
migrant laborers from
Mexico and Central
American countries.
One resettlement or-

ganization estimated that
foreign-born residents

represent 20 percent of
the overall population in
Modesto and nearby
counties.
Noguchi shared her

thoughts at a meeting
held for parents of high
schoolers in the Language
Institute, a program that
serves newcomer students
from throughout the
school district. The pro-
gram’s enrollment grew to
290 students in August.
The school-based program
to help international stu-
dents quickly learn En-
glish, earn a diploma and
prepare for college was
featured in a National
Public Radio piece in
October.
Speaking to a full house

in the high school’s Little
Theater, Noguchi ex-
plained some recent
changes that affect Lan-
guage Institute students.
In June, the school

board approved new pol-
icies that determine how
long older high schoolers
can stay in the program.
Students with good at-

tendance and behavior,
who are 18 to 20 years
old, can use a “fifth year”
or extra year in high
school to finish graduation
requirements.
In a controversial

change, however, new-
comer students can no
longer use the extra year
for additional language
training or classes to make
them eligible for a four-
year college.

riers and gaps in their
education, need more
literacy instruction to
succeed in college.
Evet Youkhanna, an LI

graduate who went
straight to Chico State
University, told Noguchi
the change in practice is
denying opportunity for
international students.
“You are stopping so
many people from having
their dream,” Youkhanna
said.
According to an LI staff

member, the Iraqi refugee
didn’t know a word of
English when she arrived
in Modesto and struggled
when directions were
translated into Arabic, but
a warrior-like spirit drove
her to finish high school.
Youkhanna used the fifth
year to become university-
ready and launch her
college career.
Noguchi said the district

supports the Language
Institute with additional
staffing and smaller class
sizes, and takes pride in
the program, but nine of
the students over three
years completed the
“A-G” courses needed for
four-year college eligi-
bility. The vast majority of
LI graduates choose to
attend Modesto Junior

Noguchi explained that
the fifth-year option is
offered to students dis-
trictwide. If students exer-
cise the option to prepare
for college, the school
district would have to
offer the same to a few
thousand students in
MCS.
Advocates for the LI

program argue that refu-
gee students, who have to
overcome language bar-

School superintendent defends
policies for refugees, immigrants
BY KEN CARLSON
kcarlson@modbee.com

KEN CARLSON kcarlson@modbee.com

Fatima Musa-Khan, a refugee from Pakistan, stands in the
kitchen of her apartment in Modesto on Monday.

SEE REFUGEE, 4A

Organizers have post-
poned the Modesto Turkey
Trot and Gobbler Walk, a
Thanksgiving tradition,
because of uncertainty
about the weather.
The event, a fundraiser

for the Modesto Junior
College cross country
teams, will move to a De-
cember date that has yet to
be confirmed, coach Demi-
trius Snaer said Tuesday.
The organizers were

concerned that smoke
from the Camp fire in
Butte County would be
hard on the runners and

walkers. Smoky conditions
have made the air hazard-
ous throughout Northern
California this week.
Rain is expected to clear

out the haze as soon as
Wednesday morning, but
Snaer said they needed
more certainty.
The event, now in its

19th year, typically draws

more than 1,000 people to
Tuolumne River Regional
Park. It features a half-mile
race for boys and another
for girls, followed by 3.1-
mile runs and walks for all
ages.
Visit the cross country

website to register and get
updates on the postpone-
ment.

MARTY BICEK mbicek@modbee.com

Some people added a little flair to their running outfits during the Modesto Junior College Turkey Trot and Gobbler
Walk at Tuolumne River Regional Park in 2016.

Uncertain weather postpones
Turkey Trot, a holiday tradition
BY JOHN HOLLAND
jholland@modbee.com

A Livingston man who
allegedly left the scene in
his van after fatally strik-
ing a pedestrian has been
arrested, Merced police
said Monday.
A 53-year-old man,

whose name has not been
released, was killed about
11:30 p.m. Thursday while
sitting in the roadway
near Yosemite Avenue
and G Street, officers said.
Police said Monday they

arrested 36-year-old Nar-
kesh Kumar in connection
with the fatal hit-and-run.
Witnesses told police the
man in the road was
struck by a white van that
sustained front-end dam-
age.
Kumar was arrested on

suspicion of vehicular man-
slaughter and felony hit-
and-run, police said. His
bail was set at $80,000,
according to jail records.
Kumar was no longer in
custody on Tuesday.
Kumar is the owner of

Turmeric Indian Cuisine
on Yosemite Avenue,
according to city records.
An employee at the res-
taurant, which was open
Tuesday, said Kumar was
not immediately available
for comment.
The 53-year-old victim

was believed to be home-
less and authorities are
working to locate his next
of kin, according to the
Merced County Coroner’s

Office.
Merced Police are ask-

ing anyone with any in-
formation regarding this
incident to contact the
Merced Police Depart-
ment traffic division at
209-388-7719. The public
can send information via
anonymous text messages
to the police department
by dialing “TIP411”
(847411) and including the
word “Comvip” as the
“keyword” in the text
message.

Restaurant owner
arrested in fatal
hit-and-run
BY THADDEUS MILLER
tmiller@mercedsun-star.com

MERCED POLICE DEPARTMENT

Narkesh Kumar, 36, of
Livingston has been
arrested.

THE 53-YEAR-OLD
VICTIM WAS
BELIEVED TO BE
HOMELESS AND
AUTHORITIES ARE
WORKING TO
LOCATE HIS NEXT
OF KIN.

A 69-year-old Modesto
man who participated in a
deadly home-invasion
robbery 36 years ago has
been found suitable for
parole.
Benson Robert Neal was

convicted of first-degree
murder, burglary and
robbery in the shooting
death of Dixon Flinders.
Neal was sentenced to 26
years to life in prison.
At a Nov. 8 hearing,

Neal was found suitable

for parole, the Stanislaus
County District Attorney’s
Office announced in a
news release Friday after-
noon.
On Tuesday, Neal re-

mained incarcerated at
California State Prison
Solano. It’s unclear when
or if he will be released.
State parole officials

have 120 days to review
the decision. Then, the
Governor’s Office will
review Neal’s case and
determine whether to
uphold, overturn or modify
the state parole board’s
decision.

On June 6, 1982, Neal,
Frank Aleo, Frank Ford
and Sharon Poma conspir-
ed to rob Flinders at his
Modesto home. Prose-
cutors said in the news
release that the robbers
went to Flinders’ home
pretending to be drug
enforcement agents and
kicked open the front door.
Ford fired a shot from a

.22-caliber handgun into
Flinders’ chest, killing him,
according to prosecutors.
Then, the robbers ran-
sacked the home. They
expected to find a large
amount of cash, but they

only stole some seashells,
a cassette player for a car,
a rifle and $100.
Deputy District Attorney

Tracy Roland attended
Neal’s Nov. 8 parole hear-
ing. The prosecutor argued
that Neal should remain in
prison because of his lack
of insight into why he
committed the crime and
his lack of awareness of
the factors which could
lead to other violence,
according to the news
release.
Neal had been denied

parole eight times, in-
cluding a denial in July
2017. Neal was supposed
to get another hearing in
2020, but changes in state
law allowed him to apply
for an earlier date.

Man found guilty in deadly robbery
has been found suitable for parole
BY ROSALIO AHUMADA
rahumada@modbee.com
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MODESTO
What: Bringing Veterans Together
When: Fridays, 4:30 p.m.
Where: Stanislaus Veterans Center Hall, Coffee Road and Sylvan

Ave.
Info: The Veterans Foundation of Stanislaus County invites veter-

ans and guests to its Happy Hour Fridays in the Stanislaus Veterans
Center lounge. There will be cocktails and draft beers on hand for
purchase, as well as free popcorn. For more information, contact
Becky Crow, 209-484-7166.

What: Fair Food Friday
When: Fridays, 5 to 8 p.m.
Where: Stanislaus Veterans Center, 3500 Coffee Road., Ste. 15
Info: The Veterans Foundation of Stanislaus County invites veter-

ans, their families and the public to order from a menu of various
fair food staples like food on a stick, deep fried foods and desserts.
The event is free to enter, purchase required on all food items. For
more information call 209-343-6292.

What: American Red Cross blood drive
When: Various Days
Where: Various locations
Info: The American Red Cross is seeking the public’s help in

maintaining its blood supply. Visit the following locations: Modesto
Blood Donation Center, 1900 W. Orangeburg Ave., Wednesday, 12:15
a.m. to 7:15 p.m.; Turlock Blood Donation Center, 655 E. Hawkeye,
Wednesday, 11:45 a.m. to 6:45 p.m. To find other locations and times,
or for more information, download the American Red Cross blood
donor app, go to www.redcrossblood.org or call 800-733-2767.

BALLICO
What: Historical & Classic Aircraft Viewing
When: Fourth Saturday, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Where: Turlock Muni Airport, 13604 Newport Road
Info: The Turlock Regional Airport Association invites the com-

munity every Fourth Saturday of the month to tour among its col-
lection of historical and classic aircraft. The viewing is free of
charge. For more information contact 209-668-5542 or local pilot
Rodney Voumard at 209-595-7783 or visit www.turlockairport.com.

COLUMBIA
What: Columbia State Historic Park Lamplight Tour
When: Friday, Nov. 30-Saturday, Dec. 1
Where: Columbia SHP, 11255 Jackson St.
Info: Columbia State Historic Park and Friends of Columbia

present the annual Lamplight Tour, “A Columbia Christmas Calamity
or Aunt Martha’s Travelling Fruitcake.” Participants will be guided
through the decorated town during the walking play while listening
to snippets of the town’s happenings. Docent-led Lamplight Tours
will run Friday, Nov. 30, at 6:30 p.m. and Saturday, Dec. 1 at 5:30 p.m.,
leaving every 15 minutes. Tickets are $25, age 18 and over; $15 for
ages to 9-17; and children 8 and under are free. Purchased online at
www.friendsofcolumbiashp.com/lamplight.html. For more
information call 209-588-9128 or visit www.parks.ca.gov.

DENAIR
What: Crochet Classes
When: Sunday, 2-4 p.m.
Where: Stanislaus County Library, Denair Branch, 4801 Kersey

Road
Info: Community members interested in learning to crochet will

have an opportunity for free lessons at the Denair Library this
month. On Saturday, library staff will teach participants basic cro-
chet techniques. The library will provide yarn for use during the
program, however participants are asked to bring their own crochet
hooks. For more information, contact Paden Hardy at 209-634-1283
or visit www.stanislauslibrary.org.

GREATER VALLEY
What: Rotary International District Scholar Program
When: Deadline: Friday, Feb. 15, 2019
Where: Online
Info: District 5220 of Rotary International is seeking candidates

for its District Scholar program for students planning to do graduate
work during the 2019-20 school year. District 5220 covers the area
from Madera to Galt and from Tracy to Yosemite. It’s open to col-
lege seniors and graduate students who meet criteria. One success-
ful candidate will receive a $15,000 scholarship, which is eligible for
matching funds through a Global Grant from The Rotary Founda-
tion. For more information visit https://www.rotary.org/myrotary
/en/document/global-grant-scholarship-supplement. For more
information, contact Jim Dugoni at 209-607-9661 or email
jimdugoni@gmail.com.

HUGHSON
What: Veterans Advisory Commission
When: Monday, Nov. 26, 5:30 p.m.
Where: Hughson Senior Center, 2307 4th St.
Info: The commission represents veterans in Stanislaus County by

advising the Board of Supervisors and staff on matters pertaining to
vets. Members of the public are welcome and are encouraged to
volunteer on committees. For more information, call Warbee Bruce
209-485-2297.

Send Region items to Region, The Modesto Bee, P.O. Box 5256,
Modesto 95352; call 209-578-2330; fax 209-578-2207; or email
region@modbee.com.

40 YEARS AGO: It was reported that three youths from Stanislaus
and San Joaquin counties competed and won honors in the Grand
National Morgan Horse Show in Oklahoma City in October. Tynane
“Sam” Capley of Escalon and Edie Kellstrom of Salida, both 17, won
first place gold medals in the junior division for western riding.
Carol Stevenson of Empire, 11 years old, earned a third place show-
ing, as the competition’s youngest competitor, in jumping, cham-
pionship hunter class.
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SETTING IT STRAIGHT

NAME: Robert Shane Piatt
CHARGE: Sexual abuse of
a child
DESCRIPTION: 59 years
old, brown hair, brown

eyes
THE CASE:
Piatt is
wanted by
the Stanis-
laus County
Sheriff’s
Department
on suspi-
cion of
committing

continuous sexual abuse
of a child younger than 14

years old.
NOTES: Sheriff’s officials
said Piatt is known to
frequent Keyes, Modesto
and Oakdale.
REPORT A TIP: Police ask
anyone with information
about Piatt’s whereabouts
to call Crime Stoppers at
209-521-4636. Tipsters
can email through the
Crime Stoppers website,
stancrimetips.com. Callers
to Crime Stoppers can
remain anonymous and
may be eligible for a cash
reward.

MOST WANTED

Robert
Shane Piatt

College, where they can
earn credits to transfer to
a university, she said.
In response to a number

of comments, Noguchi
stressed the fifth-year
option is not being elim-
inated but the district has
clarified it’s for gradua-
tion requirements.
Some students may be

able to work some A-G
courses into their fifth
year schedule, she said
after the meeting.
Sam Pierstorff, an MJC

English professor, pointed
out that junior college for
many students is no long-
er a two-year stepping
stone to a university. It
takes substantially more
time for students who
were not able to take A-G
courses in high school, he
said.
LI supporters think the

program’s top students
should have a chance to
attend a four-year college
after high school. In addi-
tion, fifth year literacy
classes help ensure suc-
cess for students bound
for MJC, they said.
Noguchi said a commit-

tee is looking into unin-
tended consequences of
the board policies ap-
proved in June, including
claims that newcomer
students in literacy classes
were rescheduled to main-
stream classes where they
can’t understand the
teacher.
At Thursday’s meeting,

some parents also were
concerned about a shak-
eup in the LI coordinator’s
position. Lindsey Bird, a
teacher who has directed
the program founded 10
years ago, says her coor-
dinator title was taken
away in September after
she told administration
she would continue as
coordinator if the changes
this fall were put in writ-
ing for staff and parents.
Davis Principal Sara Gil
informed staff two days
later that Bird had re-
signed the position.
Noguchi and district

staff told the parents a
new coordinator has been
appointed.

ADULT SCHOOL
PROPOSAL
Noguchi agrees a stron-

ger adult education pro-
gram would provide op-
portunity for a student
like Fatima Musa-Kahn
and her siblings.
Fatima had no previous

education and could not
hold a pen when she be-
gan school at Davis’ Lan-
guage Institute in Novem-
ber 2015. More than two
years of specialized edu-
cation taught her some
conversational English
and, for the first time,
opened her mind to math
and world history.
But she aged out of

Davis this year and found
no smooth transition to
continue with her studies.
Without a diploma, Fati-
ma receives no calls from
employers after filing
online job applications.
Fatima’s younger broth-

er, Khuda, who also aged
out of Davis, is taking a
Monday-to-Thursday
English class at the Stanis-
laus County Office of

Education’s Comeback
Kids adult program and
later will take online
courses to earn a diploma.
Their 23-year-old sister
spent the last two years
taking English at Modesto
Junior College.
Khuda, who has a part

time job, is the only one
who’s working.
Fatima, who recently

turned 21, was not accept-
ed at Comeback Kids this
fall due to her limited
English. She will apply to
take English classes at
MJC and circle back later
to the county program to
earn a diploma and then
college, she said.
Sarah Williams of the

World Relief resettlement
organization in Modesto
said there is critical need
for more educational
opportunities for newcom-
ers in their late teens or
early 20s.
“For individuals like

Fatima it may take her a

few years to bring her
English up to a level
where she can be accept-
ed to Comeback Kids or
until she’s employable,”
Williams said in an email.
“For this age group to be
fully integrated and con-
tributing citizens, this is
an issue that needs to be
remedied.”
After receiving an influx

of students from Afghan-
istan, Iraq and Syria since
2013, Modesto City
Schools could see a shift
in its English learner stu-
dent population. President
Donald Trump capped
refugee admissions at
45,000 nationwide in the
federal budget year that
ended Sept. 30 and half
that number (22,491) were
accepted, down from
almost 85,000 in 2016.
Trump’s ceiling is 30,000
this year.
Noguchi said in addi-

tion to the refugee and
immigrant population,
there’s a greater demand
for education services
among adults looking to
graduate or earn a general
education degree and

young adults who need
workforce training, in-
cluding students attending
alternative education
programs.
An early sketch for the

program has a Skills Uni-
versity with a high school
diploma track for English
learners and career skills
learning. Adult students
could earn skill certifica-
tions in nursing assist-
ance, welding and office
technology. Initial staffing
for the program would
include an English lan-
guage teacher and educa-
tion instructor, parapro-
fessional, administrative
assistant and community
liaison.
Courses and child care

would be provided at
Pearson Education Center
on Locust Street.
The program features

will be modified and ex-
panded as the school
district receives feedback
on the proposal. “There
remains a lot of work to
do. It’s clearly in the be-
ginning planning phase,”
Noguchi said.
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REFUGEE

SACRAMENTO
A coalition of bail bond

industry groups took a
major step Tuesday to-
ward blocking California’s
historic overhaul of the
bail system, submitting
more than enough signa-
tures for a statewide refer-
endum on the law in
2020.
If those signatures are

verified by elections offi-
cials, the law signed by
Gov. Jerry Brown in Au-

gust would be suspended
until the state’s voters
have their say – a two-year
delay in the effort to elim-
inate cash bail, longer if
voters ultimately overturn
the law.
The law would elim-

inate the payment of
money as a condition of
release from jail and is
expected to decimate a
state bail bond industry
that includes bounty hun-
ters, surety companies
and about 3,200 regis-
tered bail agents. Senate
Bill 10 was slated to go
into effect on Oct. 1 of

next year.
“This is a reckless at-

tempt to reform the
state’s bail system,” Jeff
Clayton, a spokesman for
the coalition, said in a
statement. “SB 10 is the
perfect example of last-
minute deal-making by
the governor, the Legisla-
ture and labor unions
absent input from all
stakeholders.”
Bail companies over the

past two years have ag-
gressively lobbied against
efforts in Sacramento to
overhaul the way judges
assign criminal defen-

dants bail while they wait
for their cases to be re-
solved.
Brown’s signature on SB

10 set the stage for abol-
ishing the state’s current
money bail system, usher-
ing in one of the most
sweeping criminal justice
reforms of his adminis-
tration. Under the new
law, counties will have to
establish their own pre-
trial services agencies,
which would use “risk-
assessment tools,” or
analyses, to evaluate peo-
ple arrested to determine
whether, and under what
conditions, they should be
released.
Top state officials, judg-

es and activists have
hailed the new law.

Bail bond groups move
to block historic state law
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