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LA girls volleyball season 
ends with trip to state final

The Los Altos High girls volleyball 
squad capped a record-setting season 

by winning the NorCal title but falling 
short in its quest for the state crown. 
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Los Altos to seek new grant for 
revised Miramonte project plans
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LA council move delays 
housing project again

The proposed Altos One condominium 
development hit another snag at last 

week’s Los Altos City Council meeting.
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Town Crier Holiday Fund
supports nonprofit groups

The Town Crier profiles three Holiday 
Fund recipients: Downtown College 

Prep, the Foothill College Veterans Re-
source Center and Sky’s the Limit Fund.
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MVLA inches forward 
with stadium lights plan

The Mountain View Los Altos Union 
High School District created a draft 

proposal for installing lights at stadiums at 
Los Altos and Mountain View highs.
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Putting out an APB for TLC

LA Stage Co. ventures 
‘Into the Woods’

Los Altos Stage Company is set to 
present “Into the Woods,” the musical 

that explores what happens after “happily 
ever after.”
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STEPPING OUT

By Adanya Lustig
Staff Writer/adanyal@latc.com

Like a lot of college stu-
dents, Matt Bodo moved 
back to campus this fall. 

He attends Foothill College, how-
ever, which doesn’t offer housing.
 Bodo made do. He found a 
room to sleep in on campus where 
no one bothered him. The locker 
room showers open at 6 a.m. 
There’s also a food pantry on 
campus, along with a microwave 
and refrigerator for him to use.
 The 20-year-old said he’s grate-
ful for those comforts. Last sum-
mer, he lived in his car, which 
he parked outside the warehouse 
where he was working.
 “Luckily, it was a warehouse 
that had a shower,” he said, “so I 
lucked out again there.”
 Bodo knows he isn’t the only 
college student struggling with 
housing insecurity, so he’s work-
ing to find rooms for students in 
similar situations. The Wisconsin 
HOPE Lab recently found that 
14 percent of community college 
students in the United States are 
homeless. Santa Clara County 
had the seventh-highest popula-
tion of homeless people in the 
nation in 2016, according to the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development.

‘Invisible’
Former homeless student 
sets out on mission to find 
housing for students in need

See HOMELESS, Page 22
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The Mountain View Police Officers’ 
Association held its annual Cops & 
Gobblers food drive Sunday at the 
Mountain View Police Department, 
located at 1000 Villa St. Police depart-
ment officials thanked local residents 
on the department’s Twitter account, 
calling the event successful despite the 
“cold, smoky air.” Hundreds of families 
will now have a Thanksgiving meal, 
department officials said. People wait to 
enter the building to collect their food, 
above. Officer Greg Ienni helps a young 
boy carry his basket full of food, right. 

By Melissa Hartman
Staff Writer/melissah@latc.com 

Los Altos city staff will 
largely restart their work 
on the Miramonte Avenue 

path project after the city council 
last week voted 3-2 to release the 
Valley Transportation Authority 
grant it had secured last year so 
that city officials could further 
incorporate residents’ input.
 After the council in July di-
rected staff to consult with the 
VTA on whether revising the 
plans would make the city in-
eligible for the $1 million grant, 
transportation manager Aruna 
Bodduna reported back Nov. 13 
that modifying elements resi-

dents had objected to, including 
raised sidewalks, would mean a 
complete redesign of the project.
 A new design would require 
restarting the Caltrans environ-
mental review process, Bodduna 
said, which could take up to six 
months. The delay would im-
pact project deadlines and cause 
the city to fail to comply with 
the policy of the Metropolitan 
Transportation Commission, the 
agency that oversees transporta-
tion planning and financing for 
the entire Bay Area.
 City staff recommended 
that the council authorize 
them to move forward with the 
original design.

 The response from Mira-
monte neighborhood residents 
was overwhelming – more than 
20 comment cards were turned 
in to address the council on the 
project, largely centered on one 
question: What is the point of 
securing a grant for a project if 
it does not reflect the needs or 
wants of the people who will be 
affected years after construction 
is completed?
 Many residents thanked Bod-
duna and fellow staff for ac-
knowledging the concerns they 
had voiced at previous meetings, 
such as the aesthetics of a wider 
road, elimination of parking, 

Residents question staff priorities, collectively call for change

See MIRAMONTE, Page 6

Bodo
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 “Homeless youth are an invis-
ible group of folks,” said Lorraine 
Flores, senior director of program 
development and impact at the 
Bill Wilson Center, a San Jose 
nonprofit organization that pro-
vides housing and family support. 
“They can pass as being housed, 
having a family, when in reality 
they’re sleeping on the streets.”
 The Bill Wilson Center con-
ducted a survey of high school 
and community college students 
in Santa Clara County in 2017 and 
discovered that 44 percent of com-
munity college students surveyed 
had been homeless or knew some-
one who had been homeless in the 
past six months. However, they 
only asked a sample of students 
from two community colleges.
 Flores said she would like to 
organize another survey, but peo-
ple experiencing homelessness 
are notoriously difficult to con-
tact. The center also conducted 
a point-in-time count, where vol-
unteers walked around counting 
how many homeless young people 
were on the streets or in shelters. 
They found 2,530 unaccompanied 
homeless youth and young adults 
in Santa Clara County on Jan. 24, 
2017, a 175 percent increase from 
the 2015 point-in-time count. 

From Los Altos Hills 
to homelessness
 Like many homeless youth, 
Bodo bounced around from 

couch to couch after a series of 
disagreements with his family. 
He was living with his father, but 
they fought often and Bodo said 
eventually his father told him, 
“Get out and stay out.”
 Since then, he’s made it his 
mission to find housing not just for 
himself, but for as many homeless 
Foothill students as he can. And 
he’s in a unique position to do so. 
 Bodo grew up with money.
 The car he lived in for a sum-
mer? A 2000 Ford Mustang. He 
picked it out when he was 15.
 “It’s red, it’s loud, it’s cool, 
that’s what I thought,” Bodo said.
 But the summer he lived in it 
made him wish he’d gone for a 
more practical car – or at least one 
with four doors.
 His father lives in a large 
house in Los Altos Hills, so Bodo 
knows firsthand the potential 
to house students near Foothill. 
That’s why he’s taken over an 
initiative at the college to match 
community college students with 
rooms in the area available for 
free or a reduced rent. 
 “I know that there are some 
older folks that would like to have 
somebody in their home – they 
just want to make sure that it’s 
somebody they can trust, so Foot-
hill students would be great for 
that,” he said.
 Former Foothill student Eoin 
O’Farrell launched the initiative 
last quarter with other members of 
the student government before he 
transferred from Foothill. Bodo, 
now an Associated Students of 

Foothill College senator, assumed 
leadership of the project this year. 
So far the group has created a 
spreadsheet of students who need 
housing, but they haven’t yet found 
anyone willing to open their home 
to a student in need.

Support from Foothill
 Foothill College administra-
tors know that Bodo is not alone, 
but they don’t know just how 
many students are struggling 
to find housing. Last year the 
school sent a survey to students 
that asked about housing, but so 
few students responded that the 
results aren’t accurate, said Sean 
Bogle, dean of student affairs and 
activities. They plan to put out an-
other survey to assess the need.
 In the meantime, the college 
sponsors the food bank where 
Bodo gets most of his food. Bogle 
said that 30-40 students visit the 
food bank each week for fresh 
produce, canned goods, toiletries 
and other necessities. He added 
that students who use the food 
bank are usually experiencing 
some kind of housing insecurity.
 “We don’t have, currently, 
enough food to meet the demand,” 
Bogle said.
 Bogle said the college is also 
interested in working with the 
city of Los Altos to develop spac-
es like garages into housing. The 
city recently amended its ordi-
nances that govern the construc-
tion of accessory dwelling units 

HOMELESS
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Matt Bodo is on a mission to find housing for fellow Foothill College students who struggle with 
housing insecurity – and he’s been homeless, too. Bodo lived in his car for a summer, parked outside 
of the warehouse where he worked. 

MVLA tiptoes toward 
stadium lighting

By Adanya Lustig
Staff Writer/adanyal@latc.com

Stadium lights are back on 
the table.
   The Mountain View Los 

Altos Union High School District 
Board of Trustees took a cautious 
step toward illuminating the ath-
letic fields at Los Altos High and 
Mountain View High at a study 
session last week.
 The board decided to proceed 
with the first in a five-point plan 
laid out by Superintendent Jeff 
Harding: create a draft proposal 
for use of the lights with input 
from various stakeholders. Trust-
ees agreed that they could see the 
benefits of stadium lights, but once 
they saw the proposal, they could 
decide to call off the installation of 
stadium lights, revise the draft pro-
posal or move on to the next stages, 
considering the funding and envi-
ronmental impact reports.
 “It’s not the fastest way to 
move that forward, but it’s wise 
for us to dialogue with neigh-
bors,” Harding said.
 The careful steps followed 
a tense August meeting during 
which athletes and coaches plead-
ed for the lights, while neighbors 
expressed concerns about sound, 
light, crime and not being listened 
to by the district.
 Last week’s meeting had a dif-
ferent tone – several neighbors 
said they’d been in communica-
tion with the district and were 
grateful that their voices were 
being heard. The main points re-
mained the same, however: Some 
people want lights and some don’t.

Staff, students, 
neighbors weigh in
 Mountain View High Princi-
pal Dave Grissom said the lights 
would help reduce lost instruc-
tional time. Currently athletes 
miss sixth and seventh periods of-
ten for games, but games could be 
pushed to later in the afternoon if 
the lights could come on when the 
sun goes down.
 Mountain View High Band 
Director Jason Kneebone said 
the lights would help the march-
ing band out, too – students could 
practice on the field in the evening 
rather than in the early morning.

 Kneebone said he doesn’t see 
the marching band any different-
ly than his other classes, but it’s a 
class that doesn’t get enough time 
in the classroom.
 “They are our class; the foot-
ball stadium just happens to be 
our classroom,” he said.
 Michelle Noeth, athletic direc-
tor for Los Altos High, said that 
with the increase in the school 
population, there has been an in-
crease in the number of athletes 
at Los Altos High and Moun-
tain View High, and they are 
crunched for practice and game 
time. She said the lights would 
relieve scheduling constraints, al-
lowing more time on the field and 
greater flexibility.
 Ryan Cambouris, a sopho-
more at Mountain View High, 
said he missed 15 classes during 
soccer season because the games 
all had to start and finish before 
dark.
 “I felt extremely stressed out 
because I was either letting down 
myself, my lab partner, my team-
mates, my teacher or my coach,” 
he said.
 Students also asked for the 
bonding experience of Friday 
night football games.
 The neighbors in attendance 
voiced opinions ranging from 
not wanting any lights or public 
address system to wanting limits 
on their use. Neighbors worried 
about the noise of the public ad-
dress system keeping young kids 
awake, the traffic night games 
would bring and the potential for 
a rowdy atmosphere in their quiet 
neighborhoods.
 “The neighbors need to have a 
voice,” Heather Lattanzi said.
 At the last meeting, Harding 
said an early estimate of the to-
tal cost to install stadium lights 
would be $800,000 for Mountain 
View High and $755,000 for Los 
Altos High.

See HOMELESS, Page 24

“The neighbors need 
to have a voice.”

– Heather Lattanzi, 
Mountain View High 

neighbor 
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Dinner 5:30-9:30pm
Ph: 650-964-3321

French Restaurant since 1989
1405 W. El Camino Real, Mountain View, CA 94040

In a tangy fruit sauce served 
with seasonal fresh vegetables

Served with seasonal 
fresh vegetables

$38

Muscovy Roasted Duck 
a L’orange

Grass fed Filet Mignon in 
Peppercorn Cognac sauce

A complimentary glass of house wine with  
these dishes and mention of this ad. 

Exp. 12/4/18

$34

Schools

Are you a student with something to share?
Write a “Student Voices” column for the Town Crier and let the 
world know your opinion. Columns are typically 400-600 words 
long, and they can cover nearly any topic. Students have written 
about their experiences at a summer camp and on a service trip, 
racial profiling, women in technology, and more. Email your column 
to adanyal@latc.com.

ier for residents to build secondary 
living spaces on their property.

Supporting the ‘invis-
ible’
 Flores said homeless youth like 
Bodo are “invisible.”
 “Most people think of homeless 
youth as street youth who look the 
part,” she said, “but there’s a large 
section of homeless youth who 
look like college students with 
a backpack on their back, nice 
clothes – and they sleep in a tent 
every night.”
 The “invisible” still need sup-
port, she said. The Bill Wilson 
Center has a program in place with 
goals similar to Bodo’s, an initia-
tive that finds temporary housing 
for LGBTQ homeless youth. Some 
of the young people left their homes 
because their parents weren’t sup-
portive of their gender or sexual-
ity, and some became homeless 
for other reasons. The center has 
found nine families willing to take 
in an LGBTQ young person and 

placed seven youth at those homes.
 Amber Fogo, the center’s host 
home coordinator, started looking 
for families willing to host a young 
person a year ago. She posted fli-
ers around town, took out online 
ads and talked to as many people 
as she could. Eventually, the hosts 
started trickling in. Fogo found 
nine families willing to let some-
one stay with them. The young 
people can only stay in each home 
for three to six months, and the 
Bill Wilson Center provides the 
host families with an $800 month-
ly stipend.
 “Our goal is to stabilize a youth 
and get them off the street, off 
their friend’s couch,” Fogo said.
 All of the young people who 
have participated in the program 
are now in stable housing.
 Flores said that when home-
owners are approached with the 
idea of housing a homeless per-
son, they’re wary. She said that’s 
because the image of a homeless 
person they carry isn’t necessar-
ily representative of the greater 
population of people who struggle 
to find housing. Many people ex-

periencing housing instability are 
stable and free of drug problems, 
but those people are usually quieter 
and less noticeable than those who 
are unstable.
 Fogo is hoping to find 15 more 
families willing to take in home-
less LGBTQ youth, and Bodo will 
keep looking for housing for home-
less students at Foothill.
 “I’d love to see enough hous-
ing for all of our students who are 
struggling with homelessness,” 
Bodo said. “Not just at Foothill 
College, but in all of the Bay Area.”
 After four years of on-and-
off homelessness, Bodo found a 
room to rent in a shared house in 
Los Altos Hills in early Novem-
ber. It’s not far from his father’s 
house, but their relationship hasn’t 
improved. His four-night-a-week 
restaurant job covers the $900 per 
month rent, and he said that he’ll 
get used to living with six other 
people.
 For more information 
on the housing initiative at 
Foothill College, email Bodo at 
bas4affordablehousing@gmail.
com.

HOMELESS
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Matt Bodo stored his belongings at his desk at Foothill College while he slept in a nearby room. 
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