
Pleasanton Weekly • January 12, 2018 • Page 5

 The man who was acquitted of 
murder for the fatal shooting of 
Pleasanton native Kate Steinle was 
sentenced to three years in state 
prison last Friday, but received 
credit for full time served, for his 
conviction on a single count of 
being a felon in possession of a 
firearm.
 Jose Ines Gar-
cia Zarate, 45, 
was convicted 
of the weapon 
charge on Nov. 
30 following a 
four-week trial. 
 Jurors ac-
quitted him 
of murder and 
assault with a 
deadly weapon 
in Steinle’s July 
1, 2015 death 
on Pier 14 after 
defense attor-
neys argued that 
the shooting, in 
which the bul-
let ricocheted off 
the pier before 
it struck Steinle, 
had been an accident.
 Garcia Zarate will not serve any 
additional time, however, because 
he received credit for more than 
three years of time served in city 
jail while awaiting trial. 
 Instead, he was transferred to 

Newsfront
Transitioning to HS
 The city of Pleasanton, in 
partnership with the Pleasanton 
Unified School District and the 
Pleasanton PTA Council, is set 
to host a panel discussion called 
“High School ...The Real Deal” 
from 7-8 p.m. on Wednesday at 
the Pleasanton Library.
 The discussion, part of the 
ongoing Community Education 
Series, will focus on real-life 
concerns and solutions regard-
ing the transition to high school. 
Panelists will include high 
school students and parents, as 
well as a PUSD administrator.
 The event is free. Those inter-
ested in attending should regis-
ter online at www.pleasanton-
fun.com using course No. 6699.
 For more information, contact 
community services manager 
Andrea McGovern at 931-5359.

Youth Job Fair
 The East Bay Regional Park 
District is holding one of its 
two Youth Job Fair events this 
month in Livermore, next Sat-
urday (Jan. 20).
 The fair aims to provide peo-
ple 15 to 24 years old with gen-
eral information about positions 
available with East Bay Parks 
as well as in-depth workshops 
showcasing “a day in the life” of 
certain district workers. 
 The district is the largest em-
ployer of youth in the East Bay, 
hiring more than 400 teens and 
young adults to work in local 
parks and visitor centers — 
often temporary seasonal work 
such as recreation aids, inter-
pretive aids and lifeguards. 
 The Livermore event will run 
from 10 a.m. to noon at the Rob-
ert Livermore Community Center 
at 4444 East Ave. It will include 
lunch and a free shuttle ride to 
and from BART. The second fair 
is in Richmond on Jan. 27. For 
more info, visit ebparks.org.

Bike master plan
 The Alameda County Public 
Works Agency is hosting three 
public input sessions as part of 
the effort to update its Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Master Plan within its 
jurisdiction, including unincor-
porated Pleasanton and Sunol. 
 The plan will develop strat-
egies to improve bicycle and 
pedestrian safety; increase ac-
cess to work, school, shopping, 
recreation, and transit; and fa-
cilitate more walking and biking 
in the unincorporated parts of 
the county. 
 The Tri-Valley input session 
will run from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
Thursday (with presentation at 
7 p.m.) in the Livermore Public 
Library at 1188 South Liver-
more Ave. The other sessions 
are in San Lorenzo on Tuesday 
and Castro Valley on Wednes-
day. Visit www.acpwa.org for 
details. 

DIGEST

BY JULIA BROWN

Pleasanton school trustees 
directed district staff not to 
move forward with planning 

for a new standalone elementary 
school, but rather explore options 
that include adding a K-5 program 
to an existing middle school, as part 
of a special board meeting Saturday.
 The school board also indicat-
ed they want to maintain current 
district guidelines for school size 
ranges while adding a theoretical 
K-8 range to the standards.
 The direction came near the 
end of a roughly three-hour-long 

facilities workshop, which consist-
ed of presentations and discussions 
regarding the size of PUSD schools 
and the need to address overcrowd-
ing in north Pleasanton elemen-
tary schools. No formal action was 
taken on Saturday morning.
 “We have to look at our current stu-
dents, absolutely, (and) current facili-
ties, but we have to look at the future 
as well,” said board vice president Val-
erie Arkin during the weekend work-
shop. “(A new elementary school) is 
included in the bond and I think it 
would be extremely irresponsible of 
us to not do what is listed in the bond.

 “I think we do need to address the 
capacity — in which way we do it 
is up to us,” she added. “But I think 
we do have that responsibility.”
 Saturday’s meeting was the sec-
ond facilities workshop held by the 
board this school year in light of 
the $270 million school facilities 
bond Measure I1 passed by Pleas-
anton voters in November 2016.
 At a study session in September, 
the board reviewed the district’s 
strategic plan and data on PUSD fa-
cilities, including guidelines regard-
ing the size of schools and estimated 
costs affiliated with a prospective 

new elementary school. Trustees 
came up with a number of ideas 
relating to future facility needs, in-
cluding finding a parcel near Hart 
Middle School for a new elementary 
campus and splitting grades K-5 
between Donlon Elementary and a 
new school on the property. 
 No decisions were made at the 
initial workshop, but at the time 
administrators indicated such dis-
cussions would continue at a sec-
ond future facilities workshop.
 Saturday’s meeting kicked off 

Board expresses interest in K-8 school 
to address north side overcrowding

PUSD trustees discuss school size ranges, new elementary campus at facilities workshop

BY JEREMY WALSH

 This month marks one year 
since city officials, business rep-
resentatives and residents started 
work toward updating Pleasan-
ton’s Downtown Specific Plan, 
to bring the 15-year-old guiding 
document more up to date with 
modern priorities and future 
goals for downtown.
 The City Council received a 
status report on the revision pro-
cess last month, with the hour-
long discussion centered mainly 
on the Downtown Specific Plan 
Update Task Force’s early plan for 

redevelopment of the city’s existing 
Civic Center site with new private 
and public uses in the years or de-
cades ahead — if the city services’ 
complex is eventually relocated to 
the nearby Bernal property. 
 The conceptual map indicates 
where the task force would prefer 
to see future land-uses located if 
the city-owned 13 acres on the 
far south side of downtown is re-
envisioned as an “Arts and Cul-
ture Square,” including mixed-
use commercial and residential 
buildings, a theater, boutique 
hotel, new roadways, parking 

structure near the ACE Train sta-
tion and 0.86-acre town square. 
 “People need to keep in mind 
that this is a vision of what 
something might look like in the 
future,” Mayor Jerry Thorne, one 
of two council representatives on 
the 10-member task force, said 
during the Dec. 19 meeting in 
the council chamber.
 “These are strictly visions; this 
is not something that is going 
to happen tomorrow ... I mean 
financing this thing is another 

Council checks in on Downtown 
Specific Plan update process

Discussion focuses on early plan for how to redevelop Civic Center site
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with opening remarks from Super-
intendent David Haglund, who re-
minded trustees about “evidencing 
and demonstrating fiscal responsi-
bility with regards to the investment 
the voters made into the schools 
through the Measure I1 process.”

“This is about building commu-
nity trust — that when we say we’re 
going to do something we do it, and 
that we thoughtfully proceed for-
ward in a method that both applies 
the goals of the ballot proposition 
but in alignment to the strategic 
plan that you’ve established as a 
board of education,” Haglund said.

After Haglund spoke, residents 
gave initial thoughts during the first 
of three public comment periods.

Speaking on his own behalf, 
Pleasanton Partnerships in Educa-
tion executive director Steve Mc-
Coy-Thompson conveyed feedback 
that he said he’s been getting re-
garding Measure I1.

“I know one of the items under 

discussion is whether or not to build a 
new school,” McCoy-Thompson said. 
“But the feedback I’ve heard from the 
majority of people is they really ques-
tion whether we should use money 
for that purpose and that there are 
other needs, particularly infrastruc-
ture needs, and maybe the money 
should be devoted toward that.”

He added, “I think it’s important 
to convey to the public that the I1 
bond was not necessarily intended 
to cover the full cost (of the need).”

To that point, resident John Bauer 
said many citizens were under the 
impression that $270 million — 
the amount of bond revenue that 
Measure I1 is expected to generate 
— would cover the district’s identi-
fied facility needs.

“Most people read the ballot lan-
guage — $270 million dollars to 
me would certainly be more than 
enough money to put new roofs 
on every school, put new air con-
ditioning in every school and fix 
everything,” Bauer said.

Jill Buck, who served as co-chair 
of the Measure I1 bond committee, 

said she and others were straight-
forward with community members 
that a 2012-13 facilities master 
plan showed $500 million worth of 
need district-wide. She added that 
the community was not polled on 
the possibility of a new school.

“It wasn’t like we never talked 
about a new school, but I can also 
assure you that when we were going 
out to all the PTA groups there was 
no time, not one person who ever 
said, ‘You know what, this sounds 
great and I’m really excited about 
all the modernization and improve-
ments, but I’m really concerned 
about a brand new school,’” Buck 
said. “Everyone was asking, ‘What’s 
my school going to get?’”

Residents Julie Testa and Kath-
leen Ruegsegger, a former Pleasan-
ton school board member (1990-
93), spoke strongly in favor of 
the district using bond money as 
stipulated for a new school.

“I want to thank Dr. Haglund for 
mentioning the promise, because 
in that 75-word bond language is 
the promise of a new school — 
K-5, K-8, something needs to be 
done for kids who are in portables, 
schools that have over 800 students 
and all the things we’ve talked 
about for a long time,” Ruegseg-
ger said. “I think if you don’t do 
something in that direction with 
this bond money, the $270 million, 
then you break that promise if you 
spend it elsewhere.”

The updated enrollment num-
bers reaffirmed the overcrowding 
issue in north Pleasanton elemen-
tary schools. As of Dec. 17, Donlon 
had 814 students, Fairlands had 
785 and Walnut Grove a total of 
728 students.

Adopted in 2013, the district’s 
current guidelines establish a pre-
ferred school size range of 600-700 
students per elementary school, 

1,000-1,200 per middle school and 
2,400 — plus or minus 10% — per 
high school.

Whether trustees wanted to 
maintain or change those guide-
lines was a focal point of the board’s 
discussion Saturday.

“When I look at school size, it’s, 
does every student get the same 
benefit as all the students in the 
district?” trustee Steve Maher said. 
“If we could get our school sizes 
fairly consistent, then everyone 
would get the benefit.”

Ultimately, the board indicated to 
staff that they wanted to stick with 
the district’s current school size range 
targets while also incorporating the 
state’s guidelines on building square 
footage per student. They also ex-
pressed an interest in maintaining 
the neighborhood schools concept; 
limiting “overflow,” which occurs 
when a student is placed in a school 
outside their neighborhood due to 
space limitations; and minimizing 
the use of portables moving forward.

Presented with a list of pro-
grammatic options for a possible 
new school — ranging from a K-5 
STEAM magnet to a dual immer-
sion Mandarin program — trustees 
expressed a strong interest in the 
K-8 model.

“I think the K-8 option in the 
north Pleasanton area is a good idea 
and it’s worth exploring,” Arkin 
said. “I would like to see maybe 
some proposals that include IDing 
other properties in this town that 
could be possibilities ... and using 
any other resources we currently 
have. The district office property is 
one of them, the Neal property is 
one of them.”

Added board president Mark 
Miller, “I’d like to look at creative 
models for using that $35 million 
that address the capacity issue that 
don’t necessarily mean one new 

block of land for a whole separate 
elementary school. I don’t think 
$35 million will pay for one, quite 
honestly.”

Trustee Jamie Yee Hintzke em-
phasized an interest in further 
exploring how the district office 
property could be utilized.

“We are not utilizing the district 
office property well at all, with how 
much acreage is here and how the 
buildings are being used,” Hintzke 
said. “It should really be looked at 
differently.”

Haglund said district staff would 
bring back options for resolving the 
capacity issue that would deviate 
away from standalone concepts and 
include a K-8 model, “which, con-
ceptually would be adding a K-5 to 
an existing middle school,” he said.

Staff plans to take direction from 
Saturday’s workshop and use it in 
their work with the facilities master 
plan committee, which is coming 
up with a recommendation for how 
to proceed with Measure I1 proj-
ects. The committee plans to pres-
ent the proposed facilities master 
plan at a board meeting in March, 
after which it would return for con-
sideration at a subsequent meeting.

A third facilities workshop is 
slated for the spring. A date for it 
has not yet been confirmed.

At the end of Saturday’s work-
shop, trustee Joan Laursen asked 
those in attendance to “temper our 
expectations a little bit.”

“All of this stuff takes a really 
long time,” she said. “Of course 
we’re going to keep pressing be-
cause we want to see really great 
stuff that we’ve got planned for 
kids happen as soon as possible. 
But just understand each step of 
the process involves lengthy plan-
ning and then approvals and then 
submissions — it is a lengthy 
process.” 
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Most insurances accepted

Centrally located in Pleasanton, our team of healthcare 
professionals are dedicated to putting you back in motion 
and living pain free!

• Chiropractic
• Massage Therapy
• Cryotherapy
• SpineForce

We offer the following services:
• Physiotherapy
• Cold Laser Therapy
• Active Release Technique (A.R.T.)
• RockTape

($300 Value) Valid for new patients 
only. Appointments required and  

24 hour  cancellation policy applies.

($60 Value) Valid for new patients 
only. Appointments required and  

24 hour  cancellation policy applies.

$50 $29
Chiropractic Exam  

& One Hour Massage
Introductory  

Cryotherapy Session

CALL 925-218-2301
You’ve tried doing your own taxes or 
you may have tried using a preparer. 

Make a change and “adapt” how you 
get it done by selecting AdapTax.

Specialties: small business, real estate, 
stock options, audit representation.

Customer Service
• Max refund
• Year round service
• Satisfaction guaranteed

Experienced, local 
Pleasanton-based 
Enrolled Agent ready 
to meet your tax  
compliance, tax 
planning and financial 
planning needs.

Call now for details

Modern Technology 
• E-File 
• E-Signatures
• Customer Portal

www.adaptax.com

FILE EARLY  
$ SAVE UP TO 30% $

Adapt your taxes
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federal custody, where federal 
prosecutors in December filed new 
charges of being a felon in pos-
session of a firearm and ammuni-
tion and being an illegally present 
alien in possession of a firearm and 
ammunition. 

Garcia Zarate appeared before 
U.S. Magistrate Maria-Elena James 
in federal court in San Francisco. 
Through his lawyer, veteran de-
fense attorney Tony Serra, Garcia 
Zarate postponed his arraignment 
on the charges until Feb. 13.

Serra told James he was not ask-
ing for bail because there is a hold 
on Garcia Zarate from a federal 
court in Texas for allegedly violat-
ing the conditions of his supervised 
release after completing a prison 
term for illegal re-entry to the Unit-
ed States following deportation.

Serra said after the hearing that 
he expects Garcia Zarate to be im-
prisoned for two years in Texas for 
the release violations.

Garcia Zarate’s case has been 

highly politicized due to his status 
as an undocumented immigrant.

President Donald Trump and 
Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
weighed in after the verdict, blam-
ing the shooting on San Francisco’s 
“sanctuary city” policy that limits 
cooperation between local law en-
forcement and federal immigration 
authorities.

At a news conference after Mon-
day’s hearing, Serra said the federal 
prosecution of Garcia Zarate was 
“politically motivated and will be 
politically defended.”

He said that at the not-yet-sched-
uled federal trial, he will try to 
persuade the jury that “a vote for 
guilt is a vote for Donald Trump 
and a vote for not guilty is a vote 
for justice.”

Serra said he plans to file two 
defense motions seeking dismissal 
of the federal charges. One motion 
will argue that the federal case is 
vindictive prosecution. The sec-
ond will contend that the federal 
firearms charge is unconstitutional 
double jeopardy.

Assistant U.S. Attorney Shiao Lee 

told James that Garcia Zarate’s al-
leged violations of his Texas super-
vised release were failing to report 
to Texas probation officers within 
72 hours after he was released 
from San Francisco jail; possessing 
a gun; and committing a federal, 
state or local crime.

Serra said Garcia Zarate served 
between four and five years of his 
Texas sentence. Garcia Zarate has 
had several other convictions and 
sentences for illegal re-entry.

His defense attorney in the murder 
trial  said they plan to file an ap-
peal of the weapons convictions after 
Judge Samuel Feng rejected a motion 
for a new trial on that charge. That 
appeal will proceed independently of 
the newer federal charges. 

Speaking through a translator 
Monday, Garcia Zarate told James 
he prefers to go by the name Juan 
Jose Domingues de la Parra. Out-
side of court, Serra said his client 
used several different names when 
he entered the United States, but 
said the defense believes his real 
name is Garcia Zarate. 

—Bay City News Service
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