
Pleasanton Weekly • April 13, 2018 • Page 5

Newsfront
California Listens
 The Pleasanton Public Library 
has been chosen to host “Califor-
nia Listens: A Digital Storytelling 
Workshop,” a statewide project 
that allows residents to share 
their stories about life in the 
Golden State. 
 The traveling workshop will 
appear at the library May 3 and 
4 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Partici-
pants will receive help creating a 
two- to four-minute short, digital 
film using personal and family 
images, videos or archival mate-
rial. Participants must commit to 
both full days.
 Pleasanton city officials say 
they hope to collect a tapestry of 
stories for use by the library and 
to become a part of the Califor-
nia State Library’s collection. A 
film festival will be held in the 
fall of 2018 that showcases the 
films created through the state 
project. 
 To register, fill out an appli-
cation at  www.storycenter.org/
pleasanton by Wednesday. For 
more information, visit http://
californialistens.org.

Road repairs
 The Alameda County Public 
Works Agency is advising com-
muters that crews will begin re-
pairing pavement Monday on 
Vasco Road from mile marker 
3.74, just past the intersection at 
Old Vasco Road. 
 The project, which will run 
weekdays through May 10, will 
include excavation, stabilizing 
and repaving of the depressed 
portion of the pavement, county 
officials said.
 Work hours will be Mondays 
through Fridays 6 a.m. to 2:30 
p.m. One-lane roadway access 
will be maintained through the 
work zone. Motorists should ex-
pect delays and consider alter-
nate routes if applicable.
 Also last week, Caltrans re-
minded drivers that rehabilita-
tion work will continue along 
westbound Interstate 580 from 
the I-205/I-580 interchange to 
North Flynn Road outside Liver-
more from 5 p.m. to 4 a.m. 
weekdays through September.

Searching for family
 The Livermore-Amador Ge-
nealogical Society is hosting a 
public service project this Sun-
day afternoon at the Pleasan-
ton Library from 1:30-4:30 p.m. 
for residents who want to learn 
more about their family heritage 
but don’t know where to start.
 The outreach event aims to 
help facilitate an understand-
ing of ancestry products such as 
DNA research or online research 
databases. 
 Sunday’s event will offer re-
search assistance in one-hour 
blocks on the half-hour starting 
at 1:30 p.m. For more info, visit 
www.L-AGS.org. 

DIGEST

BY ERIKA ALVERO

It was a full house at the Pleas-
anton school board’s special 
workshop Tuesday night, as 

trustees and staff talked over how 
to best address overcrowding in 
north Pleasanton schools.
 Specifically, the 3-1/2-hour meet-
ing focused on facilities planning, 
enrollment projections and the pos-
sibility of implementing one or two 
kindergarten through eighth grade 
campuses — all three are subjects 
that have been discussed over the 
past few months, but staff and the 
board decided to talk about them all 
together in one public meeting, as 
they all apply to the capacity issues.

 “The overcrowding of the schools 
in north Pleasanton isn’t going to 
go away,” Superintendent David 
Haglund said. “It’s going to get 
worse without a solution to it.”
 As a workshop, no action was 
taken, a point emphasized multiple 
times throughout. However, trustees 
directed staff to begin engaging the 
community about K-8 possibilities, 
something staff didn’t want to begin 
if the board was against that concept.
 This week, the discussion cen-
tered less on specific programs and 
more about how a K-8 would ad-
dress the capacity problem.
 The northern Pleasanton schools 
specifically affected by overcrowding 

are Donlon Elementary School, Hart 
Middle School and Fairlands El-
ementary. As an “impacted site,” in 
the words of Haglund, any possibil-
ity of expanding Fairlands was off 
the table, so the workshop centered 
primarily on Donlon and Hart.
 The options discussed included 
converting Donlon and/or Hart 
into a K-8 school, changing the 
district’s enrollment boundaries, 
expanding the existing sites or 
building a new elementary school 
by trading or selling the district-
owned Neal property on the 
southeast side of town for a parcel 
on the north.
 While Hagland said no option 

was “off the table,” there were some 
constraints. 
 Changing enrollment boundaries 
or otherwise bringing children from 
northern Pleasanton to less-populous 
schools in the south side of town 
might keep students from attending 
their home schools and would just 
be a temporary fix, according to 
Board Vice President Valerie Arkin.
 “Boundary changes are a pretty 
temporary band-aid type of fix ... 
We pride ourselves in this district 
of kids going to their neighborhood 
school,” Arkin said.
 The board had already decided 

School board talks overcrowding solutions
PUSD staff to begin engaging community on K-8 options in north Pleasanton

Zone 7 
sells water 

bonds
$71.4M in proceeds  

to fund ozone projects, 
debt refinancing

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 Officials from the Zone 7 Water 
Agency recently announced the 
successful sale of water revenue 
bonds that would generate $71.4 
million to be used for the agency’s 
upcoming ozone filtration projects 
and to refinance the debt from a 
water storage program approved 
over 10 years ago.
 Prior to the sale, the Livermore 
Valley Water Financing Authority 
bonds received high credit ratings: 
an “AA+” long-term rating from Stan-
dard & Poor’s Global Ratings and a 
“AA” rating from Fitch Ratings.
 “Zone 7 is extremely happy with 
the results of the bond sale which 
out-performed at least one recent 
bond sale from a similar public 
agency in California and will allow 
Zone 7 to finance the much-needed 
ozone treatment projects as well 
as realize significant cost savings 
related to the Cawelo capital repay-
ment,” officials wrote in a statement.
 The agency sold $64 million in 
2018 Series A bonds that will gen-
erate just under $71.4 million in 
revenues with a true interest rate of 
3.54%.
 Of the bonds’ proceeds, $57 
million will go toward the ozone 
filtration projects at the Del Valle 
and Patterson Pass water treat-
ment plants. The purpose of the 
projects is to enhance water qual-
ity by disinfecting and treating for 

BY DOLORES FOX CIARDELLI

 Tri-Valley SOCKs’ 13th an-
nual Bras for the Cause will 
take place April 28, an energetic 
evening of high-spirited women 
walking through Pleasanton’s 
downtown wearing various ver-
sions of brassieres outside their 
clothing.
 The event is a glittery affair of 
people battling good-naturedly 
for awards including most cre-
ative individual, most creative 
team, best electric light show 
and best show stopper. The 5K 
(3.11-mile) walk has raised more 
than $1.6 million to fight breast 

cancer; last year alone it netted 
$160,000, which was distrib-
uted to four local breast cancer 
charities.
 This year the walk is Saturday, 
April 28, with the theme “War-
riors — In It Together,” since 
women diagnosed with breast 
cancer become warriors, showing 
courage in the face of danger, and 
those who walk are committed to 
fight alongside them.
 The 2018 walk honors sur-
vivor Diane Hughes, who was 
diagnosed with breast cancer 
for the first time in 2005; the 
next year she participated in her 

first Bras for the Cause walk. 
She became involved through 
another breast cancer survivor 
who had friends in Tri-Valley 
SOCKs (Stepping Out for Cancer 
Kures).
 “I fell in love with this fun-lov-
ing, dedicated and hardworking 
group of people,” Hughes said. “I 
have consistently been an active 
volunteer since that very first 
walk.”
 After treatments, Hughes be-
came cancer-free until the fall of 
2016 when her biannual breast 

Battling breast cancer  
with Bras for the Cause

Spirited 5K Saturday evening walk scheduled for April 28

TRI-VALLEY SOCKS

Cheetah ladies in coordinated outfits were among the participants in last year’s Bras for the Cause, an annual 
fundraiser for breast cancer research. This year’s event is set to arrive in downtown Pleasanton later this month. 
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NEWSFRONT

We are seeking local high school or college students 
with an appetite for news and an interest in 
learning about print and digital media for internship 
opportunities. The intern will research stories, 
do interviews and help with fact checking and 
rewrites for the award-winning Pleasanton Weekly 
and DanvilleSanRamon.com. He or she will also 
be introduced to the other aspects of publishing, 
including advertising and production. 

During the internship period, the intern will be an 
integral part of the team, participating fully in the 
process of gathering and presenting news. 

Candidates must be responsible, have good writing 
skills, be available 10 to 12 hours a week and have 
reliable transportation. Applicants should send a 
resume, a cover letter explaining your interest in 
the internship, and links to at least two examples 
of your work to Jeremy Walsh, editor, jwalsh@
embarcaderopublishing.com by 5 p.m. April 20.

We’re looking  
for a few interns

DanvilleSan Ramon

Spring has sprung!
Unique, handcrafted gifts perfect  
for any occasion or celebration!

SENIOR CENTER PEDDLER SHOPPE 
5353 Sunol Blvd, Pleasanton

Open Mon-Fri 10am-4pm

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 DECA students from both 
Foothill and Amador Valley high 
schools competed at the State Ca-
reer Development Conference in 
early March, with 34 moving on to 
the international conference later 
this month.
 DECA is a global organization 
that aims to prepare students for 
careers in marketing, finance, hos-
pitality and management.
 In total, 42 students from Ama-
dor and 55 from Foothill par-
ticipated in the state conference in 
Anaheim from March 2-5.
 “Competing at the state level was 

so exhilarating as I got to meet and 
observe so many talented people 
around me,” said Foothill student 
Kylie Maeda, who placed first in the 
Apparel and Accessories Marketing 
category. “I’m really excited to be 
a part of something so important. 
DECA has opened up opportuni-
ties for me that have allowed me to 
grow as a student and a leader.”
 Sixteen students from Foothill 
and 18 from Amador were first- 
through fourth-place finishers, 
meaning they earned a spot at the 
international conference.
 The state conference involved 
a series of events, including 

competitions, workshops, net-
working and more. Students were 
judged in different categories like 
business administration or entre-
preneurship, with distinct require-
ments for each type of event, 
from written reports or exams to 
presentations to mock interviews.
 Students were allowed to par-
ticipate in up to two events.
 The two programs were publicly 
recognized at Pleasanton Unified 
School District’s March 27 school 
board meeting.
 “It’s an honor to be the ad-
viser at Amador,” said Douglas 
Hortag, calling his students the 

“next-generation leaders.”
 Foothill adviser Tami Raaker 
echoed his sentiments. “It is a 
joy to teach these students,” she 
said. “They’re incredible and a 
next-generation leader is a perfect 
explanation.”
 Raaker was also honored in 

Anaheim, winning the California 
DECA Adviser of the Year Award.
 The International Career Devel-
opment Conference will take place 
in Atlanta, Ga. from April 21-24. 
The trips are funded entirely by 
fundraising and donations, ac-
cording to district officials. 

DECA students to compete  
at international conference

Falcons, Dons named state finalists, advance to Georgia event

FOOTHILL DECA

The Foothill High School DECA team gathers at the state conference’s Grand 
Opening Session. Sixteen Falcons would go on to place at the competition. 

cyanotoxins, which were discov-
ered at Lake Del Valle in 2015.
 The other $14.1 million will be 
directed to refunding the Cawelo 
capital payment, an agreement be-
tween Zone 7 and the Cawelo Water 
District approved in 2006 providing 
Zone 7 with an additional 120,000 
acre-feet of underground water stor-
age in case of a drought.
 By refinancing the outstanding 
debt through the bond sale, the 
agency’s interest rate on the capital 
payment has dropped from 4.5% 
to 2.9%, lowering the zone’s an-
nual payments by about $200,000, 
officials say. 

ZONE 7
Continued from Page 5

MRI revealed something suspi-
cious. Again, she responded to 
treatment.
 “I am now cancer-free, again, 
because of early detection and be-
cause I was my own advocate,” 
she said. “Early detection is the 
answer.”
 Registration for the Bras for the 
Cause walk opens at 5 p.m. April 

28, and the 5K walk starts at 7 
p.m., beginning and ending at 
Amador Valley High School, 1155 
Santa Rita Road. Walkers are not 
required to wear bras but most do 
and men, too, are encouraged to 
walk and dress in the spirit of the 
event.
 Each walker must raise at least 
$200 in pledges to participate. 
To register for the walk or for 
more information, visit www.tri 
valleysocks.org. 

BRAS
Continued from Page 5

after many talks, Trustee Joan Laurs-
en pointed out, that they wanted 
to keep elementary school student 
enrollment at 700, which clashed 
with any potential expansion of the 
respective schools.
 And the trade or sale of the Neal 
property for a possible new K-5 
school could be difficult, consider-
ing the long process of selling the 
land, finding a new 10-acre spot for 
a new campus and construction.
 When David Kaitz from Davis 
Demographics presented his com-
pany’s updated enrollment pro-
jections for the district, he also 
advised against using boundary 
line adjustments to solve enroll-
ment issues, pointing to the sig-
nificant enrollment growth dis-
parities between north and south 
Pleasanton.
 According to the demographers’ 
data, northern Pleasanton is pro-
jected to see a peak enrollment of 
nearly 2,900 students in 2023, an 
increase of about 460 students from 
this past fall. Southern schools, 
though, are projected to be “stable 
or decreasing,” Kaitz said.
 However, by converting Hart and/
or Donlon into a K-8 school, staff 

said they could potentially solve the 
increasing capacity problem at both 
the elementary and middle school 
levels on the north side. 
 “The idea was could we convert 
a, or more than one, school into 
a K-8 model to solve both the 
elementary overcrowding issue in 
north Pleasanton, and then the one 
that wasn’t talked about and that’s 
the middle school overcrowding in 
north Pleasanton,” Haglund said. 
 Though the different design op-
tions were not the primary focus of 
the workshop, staff touched upon 
it briefly.
 In terms of the rationale behind 
the various specialized K-8 pro-
grams, assistant superintendent of 
educational services Odie Doug-
las and Jenni Tyson, director of 
educational services, emphasized 
that success of a particular model 
depended on its implementation, 
though Tyson also pointed to re-
search indicating that fewer “tran-
sition” years could prove beneficial 
academically to students.
 Haglund delved a little more into 
this topic, noting that a K-8 model 
could allow children to maintain 
relationships with staff formed in 
earlier grades through their middle 
school years, he said, years often 
recalled as being “rough.”

 A few of the eight speakers dur-
ing the public comments section 
asked the board to look into re-
drawing boundary lines before 
moving to a K-8 model.
 “In your survey, (really) ask par-
ents, ‘Are you interested, to take 
your student to another school in 
south Pleasanton?’” parent Jill Jones 
said. “I wouldn’t be opposed to that, 
and I think other parents might be 
open to that too. Just as a possible 
solution.”
 The issue of equity and acces-
sibility also came up during public 
comments, especially in light of last 
workshop’s talk on possible Interna-
tional Baccalaureate (IB) or dual lan-
guage immersion magnet schools.
 “I looked at the program as much 
as I could, and it’s a neat program 
and I don’t know enough about it,” 
Donlon first-grade teacher Denise 
Morgan said of the IB program, 
which has an annual cost associated 
with it. “But I do have a problem 
spending money for a school, when 
we are really working on trying to 
get the school district a little bit 
more equitable and equal for our 
kids.”
 Douglas emphasized that ensur-
ing all students had equal access to 
any possible program would be a 
priority. 

SCHOOL BOARD
Continued from Page 5


