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Newsfront
PTSCA barbecue
 The Pleasanton-Tulancingo 
Sister City Association is holding 
its annual barbecue and social 
fundraiser this Saturday from 
5:30-11 p.m. at the Pleasanton 
Senior Center. 
 The event will feature a barbe-
cue dinner by Tony Macchiano’s 
award-winning Lickety Spit team 
at the grill, a no-host bar, DJ Phil 
playing music, and live and si-
lent auctions — all as part of the 
association’s primary fundraiser 
of the year.
 Proceeds from the event benefit 
the youth exchange program, the 
Tulancingo delegation visit and 
community events sponsored by 
the association throughout the 
year such as Cinco de Mayo and 
Posada celebrations and an entry 
in the Holiday Parade.
 For tickets and more informa-
tion, contact David Struebing 
at 292-0104 or Jorge Victoria 
at jvictoria452@comcast.net, or 
visit ptsca.org.

Family Days
 “Life in Early Pleasanton” is the 
theme for this Saturday’s Family 
Days event at the Museum on 
Main in downtown Pleasanton.
 “Take a step back and learn 
about life in Pleasanton without 
modern conveniences. We will 
be making adobe bricks, dipping 
candles, stamping leather and 
making tortillas,” museum edu-
cation director Sarah Schaefer 
said of this weekend’s event.
 The Family Days are held 
on the third Saturday of each 
month during the summer, run-
ning from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
featuring free hands-on demon-
strations, crafts and activities for 
the entire family at the museum, 
603 Main St. 

Bail reform bill
 Bay City News Service recently 
analyzed Senate Bill 10 in a fea-
ture story on California’s bail 
system.
 The proposed legislation 
would drastically reduce the use 
of money bail, and instead re-
quire all 58 California counties 
to use risk assessments to help 
judges decide when to release 
those charged with crimes — 
questions to predict whether a 
defendant will show up to court 
or commit a crime if they are 
released.
 Proponents of the bill see the 
proposed legislation as a step in 
the right direction for fixing an 
outdated and unfair bail system. 
Meanwhile, some experts and 
community organizations sug-
gest that SB 10 is too vague and 
doesn’t address key issues with 
the design and use of the re-
quired pretrial risk assessments.
 Read the full story, “Bail re-
form bill considered by Califor-
nia Legislature,” today at www.
PleasantonWeekly.com. 

DIGEST PUSD: Overcrowding is urgent issue
Admin appointments, Measure I1 updates and more at school year’s first meeting

BY ERIKA ALVERO

Enrollment talk featured 
prominently at the three-
hour-plus Pleasanton Uni-

fied School District board meeting 
Tuesday night, as trustees received 
the most updated enrollment data 
and confronted the district’s rising 
student population at the dawn of 
the new school year.
 The district is at a critical junc-
ture, staff said, as schools in north-
ern Pleasanton are seeing a sharp 
increase in students, with ramifica-
tions for the district and city as a 
whole. And while staff have nar-
rowed down their options, PUSD 
officials say that coming up with the 

ultimate solution is a balancing act 
— of weighing urgency with wis-
dom and of ensuring they consider 
all stakeholders’ perspectives.
 “The community understands 
there’s a sense of urgency around 
this issue,” Superintendent David 
Haglund said after reading through 
comments on a recent online survey. 
“Everybody realizes that we have an 
issue and we need to address the 
issue.”
 No actions were taken at the first 
meeting of the 2018-19 school year, 
however, as the enrollment presen-
tations were just informational up-
dates. The public conversation will 
continue throughout the fall.

 Last year’s enrollment growth saw 
a 78-student increase from the pre-
vious year, and a 140-student in-
crease between October and June. 
An additional 14 full-time teachers 
plus one music specialist and 1.64 
PE specialist positions were added 
at the elementary level, while staff-
ing positions are still under review 
at the secondary level.
 This year’s total district enroll-
ment (also as of Aug. 7) stands at 
14,963. 
 The bulk of the enrollment in-
crease affects schools in the northern 
part of the city, especially Donlon 
and Fairlands elementary schools 
and Hart Middle School.

 Donlon has the highest num-
ber of resident students being over-
flowed, at 103, with Fairlands fol-
lowing behind at 67. And at the 
middle school level, Hart also re-
cently reached capacity, according 
to staff — as of Aug. 7, 26 new 
resident students were overflowed.
 The four options currently being 
mulled over by the district to ad-
dress the strained capacity include 
adjusting current school bound-
aries, building a new elementary 
school, implementing a K-8 school 
configuration and increasing the en-
rollment capacities within existing 

Candidate 
lists set

Four seek council seats; 
mayor, school board 

unopposed

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Pleasanton City Council 
election is set to feature four can-
didates vying for two seats in the 
November election, while Pleasan-
ton Mayor Jerry Thorne and school 
board members Joan Laursen and 
Mark Miller stood without any 
challengers in their re-election 
bids when the candidacy deadline 
expired.
 City Councilwoman Kathy 
Narum, former parks commission-
er Joe Streng and former human 
services commissioner Julie Testa 
each qualified for the ballot before 
the initial filing deadline passed last 
Friday afternoon, but the deadline 
was extended to Wednesday after 
Vice Mayor Arne Olson confirmed 
his earlier decision not to seek a 
second term. 
 That gave Pleasanton resident 
Joseph Ledoux, a Berkeley Police 
Department officer, extra time to 
ponder joining the race, which he 
did officially by submitting candi-
dacy papers and qualifying for the 
ballot on Wednesday afternoon. 
 With multiple challengers on the 
council ballot, residents will have 
one Pleasanton-specific election to 
decide this fall.
 That won’t be the case for the 
mayor’s chair.
 Thorne, who is seeking his 
fourth and final two-year term, 
was the only candidate to file for 
the mayoral election ahead of Fri-
day’s original deadline, which was 
the final registration day unless 

Circus comes to town
Pirate-themed performances at fairgrounds through Sunday

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 Don’t be surprised by the blue 
and yellow Big Top hoisted over 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds 
this weekend — the circus has 
come to town, with a piratical 
twist.
 The theme of Circus Vargas’ 
Pleasanton visit is “Dreaming of Pi-
rates!” and the show features flying 
trapeze artists, clowns, jugglers, 
contortionists, motorcycles and 
more. It aims to be a family-friend-
ly, animal-free “fantastic voyage of 
nonstop action and adventure,” 
according to circus officials.
 Performances began Thurs-
day evening, and will continue 
through the weekend, with 4:30 
and 7:30 p.m. shows today, perfor-
mances Saturday at 1, 4 and 7:30 
p.m., and concluding Sunday with 

shows at noon, 3 and 6:30 p.m. 
All performances are being held at 
the Alameda County Fairgrounds, 
4501 Pleasanton Ave.
 Circus Vargas was founded in 
1969 by Livermore resident Clif-
ford Vargas, the son of Portuguese 
immigrants. Vargas created the 
show with the dream of recalling 
the “glamour, thrills and heart-
pounding excitement of the au-
thentic old-time circus,” according 
to the company’s website.
 Until his death in 1989, he trav-
eled the world in search of new 
acts, and it was on a trip to Argen-
tina that he encountered trapeze 
artists “The Flying Tabares,” and 
hired the brother performing duo 
of Nelson and Alberto.
 Now, Nelson and Katya Quiro-
ga-Tabares are the co-owners and 

producers of Circus Vargas, pre-
senting the show through their 
production company Tabares En-
tertainment, Inc. The show trav-
els through the western United 
States, stopping for a few days in 
communities before packing up 
completely and moving to the next 
destination.
 Families are invited to come 
45 minutes early to partake in 
an interactive pre-show celebra-
tion, learning circus skills like jug-
gling and balancing, and attendees 
can meet the cast following every 
performance. 
 General admission tickets start 
at $15 for children and $25 for 
adults, and can be purchased on-
line at the Alameda County Fair-
grounds website, alamedacounty-
fair.com. 

CIRCUS VARGAS

The theme of Circus Vargas’ upcoming Pleasanton performance is “Dreaming of Pirates!” 

See ENROLLMENT on Page 9

See CANDIDATES on Page 10
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school configurations.
Haglund and PUSD communica-

tions coordinator Patrick Gannon 
went over community input on 
these choices, feedback gathered 
via an online survey over the sum-
mer and during two meetings in 
May. Overall, Haglund said, while 
responses varied widely, there were 
a few points of consensus: an ac-
knowledgment that there is no easy 
solution, and a desire to mitigate 
traffic impact.

Over 100 community members 
attended the community input 
meetings in person, while 606 peo-
ple responded to the online survey, 
Gannon said. Survey-takers con-
sisted overwhelmingly of parents, 
making up 77% of the respon-
dents, though teachers, community 
members and students were also 
represented.

A school boundaries adjustment 
would be a low-cost option and 
could help balance the distribu-
tion of students, respondents said. 
However, they also countered that 
the possibility could be disruptive 
to some families and would only be 
a temporary solution.

Community members saw build-
ing a new elementary school as 
a good long-term possibility that 
would reduce overcrowding and 
traffic; on the other hand, they 
noted, the district would need to 
take into account the cost to build 
infrastructure and purchase land, 
along with the land availability 
where it is needed — in northern 
Pleasanton.

A K-8 school configuration is a 
possibility that sparked substantial 
debate last year, and was presented 
as a way to use the overcrowding 
issue as an innovative opportunity, 
in terms of scholastic structure.
 Survey-takers said a K-8 configu-
ration could offer more continuity 
for students and allow them to 
strengthen bonds with staff. But 
cost and traffic concerns, along with 

some uneasiness around the wide 
student age range and the equitabil-
ity of school structures district-wide 
remain as potential hurdles and is-
sues for respondents.

And in terms of increasing the 
capacity within existing school 
configurations, community mem-
bers noted the option’s compara-
tively low cost and appreciated that 
students could stay at their same 
school sites. However, they again 
pointed to infrastructure concerns 
and said that it might be difficult 
to preserve the sense of community 
and quality of education with larger 
schools, along with extra staffing 
needs.

In reviewing some of his key take-
aways from the responses, Haglund 
noted that the possible construction 
of a new K-8 school was mired in 
questions and uncertainty — an 
indication that the option would 
require a good deal of work, logisti-
cally and pedagogically.

“There was just so much work 
that we need to do, that almost flies 
in the face of the urgency at which 
we need to do the work,” Haglund 
said.

Staff highlighted possible crite-
ria to consider in moving forward 
with one or more options: impact 
on students, implementation com-
plexity, cost, implementation time, 
school size guidelines, adaptability 
for future population changes and 
allowing students to attend their 
neighborhood schools.

Next steps will be to consult with 
trustees on the proposed criteria 
and possibly narrow down the op-
tions, complete a traffic study in 
conjunction with the city of Pleasan-
ton, review architect conceptual de-
signs on Aug. 28 and hold a board 
workshop Dec. 8.

In other business

• During closed session, the board 
appointed six new administrators, 
at the district office and all school 
levels.
 Eduardo Guerena and Kelly 
Hilton were both named as vice 

principals at Amador Valley High 
School, Lisa Hansen as administra-
tive assistant of human resources, 
Steve Chapman as vice principal at 
Hart Middle School, Doris Kwok 
as assistant director of special ed-
ucation, and Leslie Navarrette as 
vice principal for Vintage Hills El-
ementary School, Walnut Grove El-
ementary School and Harvest Park 
preschool.

• Trustees heard updates on the 
implementation of Measure I1, the 
$270 million facilities bond mea-
sure approved by voters in Novem-
ber 2016, with proceeds funding 
facilities and technology projects at 
district schools, and to prepay part 
of PUSD’s 2010 certificates of par-
ticipation (debt-payoff).

Steve Zevanove from the Citi-
zens’ Bond Oversight Committee 
presented his group’s findings and 
recommendations for district staff 
as bond projects proceed. The com-
mittee had found everything to be 
transparent with projects progress-
ing at the anticipated scheduled, he 
reported, though he acknowledged 

that they were still in the early 
stages.

In terms of committee recom-
mendations, he highlighted the fact 
that while the bond could not be 
used to pay teacher or administra-
tive salaries, however, bond monies 
could be used to pay district staff 
working on bond projects. 

In order to ensure an appropriate 
usage of these funds, the commit-
tee was suggesting that Pleasanton 
Unified “develop internal guidance 
for district staff to use when charg-
ing bond funds,” and periodically 
report these charges to the board.

And trustees subsequently heard a 
collective update on bond financing 
and the district’s outstanding debt.

In October last year, PUSD issued 
its first series of Measure I1 bonds 
in the amount of $70 million, with 
$3.7 million funding short-term 
technology, $52 million directed to 
infrastructure projects and the rest 
going to certificates of participation 
(COPs) payoff.

Currently, the district has three se-
ries of refunding bonds outstanding, 

according to staff. 
• The board heard a short presen-

tation on budgetary adjustments in 
recent months, based on re-shuffled 
allocations at the state level in ad-
dition to expenditure changes from 
the district.

In light of a decrease in Califor-
nia’s new funding allocation rate 
for average daily attendance (ADA), 
along with Pleasanton Unified ex-
penditure increases for additional 
staffing and supplies costs, the dis-
trict will see a $1.7 million decrease 
in fund balance.

• Staff presented the 2018-19 
emergency preparedness and district 
safety report, which focused not only 
on standardizing basic emergency 
know-how drills and protocols, but 
maintaining a healthy school culture 
throughout the school year.

• Trustees approved a contract for 
district produce to Daylight Foods.

• The board approved two new 
district job descriptions: coordina-
tor II benefits/risk management/
safety/leaves and behavior interven-
tion specialist. 
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Life
Pleasanton’s annual resource guide coming  
to homes Friday, September 28
• 2018: A year of progress
•  Top stories to watch
•  A look to Pleasanton’s future
• Arts & Entertainment

•  Recreation & Outdoor Activities
• Schools & Education
• Kids’ Stuff
• Non-Profit Organizations
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Advertisers: It’s not too late to advertise.  
Contact 925-600-0840 to reserve your space.

Yerba Buena Center, San Francisco
August 18-19, 2018
TICKETS: 415-978-2787

Bankhead Theater, Livermore
August 25-26, 2018
TICKETS: 925-373-6800 INFO: 415-227-4797

lamplighters.org

TRI-VALLEY HAVEN

New computers courtesy of 
Pleasanton Lions
Local nonprofit Tri-Valley Haven recently received a $3,000 grant from the 
Pleasanton Lions Club to cover the costs of installing two new computers, 
which will help streamline the nonprofit’s food delivery process for clients 
and actually creates more room for food storage since most paperwork 
is no longer necessary. Tri-Valley Haven’s food pantry serves 5,700 people 
and 1,700 families a year experiencing food insecurity in the area. 


