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Newsfront
Sister city events
 The Pleasanton-Tulancingo 
Sister City Association is hosting 
a traditional Christmas posada 
this Sunday evening from 7-8 
p.m. at the Veterans Memorial 
Building on Main Street. 
 The free holiday celebration 
will feature music, carols (in Eng-
lish and Spanish), dessert and 
refreshments.
 The association is also recruit-
ing students for its annual ex-
change program, during which 
local high school students spend 
three weeks with a host fam-
ily in Tulancingo, Mexico during 
the summer, and vice versa in 
Pleasanton.
 An information session is set 
for next Thursday (Dec. 20) in 
the Pleasanton Public Library on 
Old Bernal Avenue from 7-8 p.m. 
To learn more, visit ptsca.org.

New chancellor
 The Chabot-Las Positas Com-
munity College District has nar-
rowed its search for a new chan-
cellor to three finalists, all of 
whom took part in open public 
forums on each of the district’s 
two main campuses earlier this 
week.
 The finalists are Lisa Avery, 
president of Portland Commu-
nity College’s Sylvania Campus in 
Portland, Ore.; David Dore, cam-
pus president and vice chancellor 
of workforce and economic de-
velopment at the Pima Commu-
nity College District in Tucson, 
Ariz.; and Walter Tribley, super-
intendent/president of Monterey 
Peninsula College in Monterey.
 The district seeks a successor 
to Jannett Jackson, who resigned 
in August. Two interim chancel-
lors, Susan Cota and Thomas 
Fallo, have served since August.

—Bay City News Service

Future Forum
 The Future Forum has an-
nounced a new leadership team 
to oversee the group, which was 
founded in 2015 by local U.S. 
Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-Dublin) 
to bring together the youngest 
Democrats in Congress to focus 
attention on issues and opportu-
nities for younger generations.
 Swalwell, who served as two-
term chair, will become chair 
emeritus for the group that now 
boasts 50 members. Rep. Stepha-
nie Murphy (Florida) will serve 
as chair, with vice chair duties 
split among Reps. Jimmy Gomez 
(Riverside), Antonio Delgado 
(N.Y.) and Abby Finkenauer 
(Iowa).
 Future Forum leads a nation-
al listening tour to engage with 
young Americans where they live, 
work and go to school. Members 
of the group have introduced 
legislation to address college af-
fordability, student loan debt and 
entrepreneurship, among other 
topics. 

DIGEST

BY ERIKA ALVERO

After months of surveys, com-
munity input meetings and 
multi-agency studies, Pleas-

anton Unified staff have settled on 
an official recommendation for deal-
ing with enrollment growth in the 
northern part of the city: build a new 
school on the site of Donlon Elemen-
tary School.
 The recommendation was un-
veiled publicly during Tuesday 
night’s regular school board meeting, 

for a discussion and presentation one 
week before the board is set to hold 
a workshop on the capacity issues — 
at which time the district hopes to 
arrive at a decision.
 “There’s no other option for this 
growth that’s really feasible, other 
than using the Donlon property ... 
There’s a lot of mitigations that need 
to happen to make it happen, but 
that is the only option we can really 
focus on,” said Trustee Mark Miller, 
who sat on the Feasibility Study 

Group for this project, along with 
newly appointed Board President 
Valerie Arkin.
 No action was taken, as this was 
more of an informational preview 
of what the Feasibility Study Group 
— which consisted of administrators 
and officials from both PUSD and the 
city of Pleasanton — had been debat-
ing over the past few months.
 Though not specified by staff 
during the meeting, the agenda for 
next week’s workshop (posted about 

an hour after the conclusion of the 
meeting) clarifies that with the new 
school option, Donlon’s existing 
building would be converted into a 
TK-3 campus, while the new school 
would be for fourth- and fifth-grade 
students. 
 The estimated project cost is 
$61.25 million — mostly for the 
new school’s construction, but the 
estimate also includes $6.34 million 

PUSD unveils recommendation  
for new school on north side

Plan to split and expand Donlon Elementary site expected to be decided on next week

City talks 
bike/ped 

safety
New barrier coming  

to sidewalk of concern 
on Foothill Road

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Pleasanton City Coun-
cil signed off on separate plans 
detailing desired improvements 
for bicyclists and pedestrians on 
Foothill Road and on the In-
terstate 580 overpasses, but the 
public debate last week focused 
on one temporary safety measure 
soon to be installed near Foothill 
High School.
 Several families turned out 
to urge city leaders to fix what 
they call hazardous conditions 
on a stretch of sidewalk used 
by schoolchildren between Muir-
wood Drive (south) and Puri 
Court, an asphalt path with no 
real buffer to northbound Foothill 
Road, where driving speeds often 
exceed 45 mph. 
 City officials agreed, telling the 
council they have plans to construct 
a short-term solution over schools’ 
winter break, putting in a new rail-
ing to help protect pedestrians and 
cyclists. Longer-range options for 
that segment are also spelled out 
in the newly adopted Foothill Road 
Bicycle Corridor Plan. 
 “It’s pretty clear to me the most 
important aspect of this is the 
safety for our children getting to 
Foothill, to Lydiksen and to Hart 
Middle School,” Councilwoman 
Kathy Narum said in support of 
the plan on Dec. 4. 
 Student safety was the theme 
during the public hearing, spe-
cifically along a 250-foot stretch 
of walkway on the east side of 

BY JEREMY WALSH

 The Pleasanton City Council 
celebrated a changing of the guard 
this week, as new Councilwoman 
Julie Testa was sworn into of-
fice alongside re-elected Council-
woman Kathy Narum and Mayor 
Jerry Thorne during a special 
council meeting. 
 Narum and Testa finished first 
and second, respectively, in the 
four-candidate race for two City 
Council positions during the Nov. 
6 general election, with newcom-
er Testa essentially taking the seat 
available with incumbent Coun-
cilman Arne Olson not seeking re-
election. Thorne won his fourth 
and final term as mayor while on 
the ballot uncontested.
 The three election winners took 
their positions on the dais fol-
lowing a swearing-in ceremony 
in front of a crowded council 
chamber Tuesday evening. Each 
then offered brief remarks, reflect-
ing on their campaigns, thanking 
their supporters and looking to 
their term ahead. 
 “I think it goes without saying 
that this is a very special evening 
for me because I am beginning my 
last term as your mayor,” Thorne 
said, referencing the city’s term 
limit for mayors.
 After completing his final two-
year term in 2020, Thorne will 
have 25 years of city service expe-
rience under his belt, between his 
time as mayor, councilman and 
Parks and Recreation Commission 
member. 
 “It has been extremely reward-
ing, and I would recommend 
public service to anyone who is 
so inclined to step up to the plate 
and give it a try,” the mayor said. 
“Serving this community in an 
elected role has its challenges, it 
certainly does ... but it also has 

a lot more rewards than it does 
challenges.”
 Thorne added, “Now it’s time 
to put the rubber to the road, and 
we’ve got a whole lot of stuff to do 
in these next two years.”
 Narum offered similar senti-
ments during her short speech.
 “I will champion endeavors that 
will continue to make Pleasanton 
a great place to live, to work and 
to play,” she said. “I pledge to be 
accessible, to listen to differing 
points and to be transparent in 
my decision-making.”
 Narum is beginning her second 
and final full term as a council-
woman, a position she’s held since 
winning a special mail-only elec-
tion to fill a vacant seat in May 
2013.
 “Good governance is a priority 
for me. Our community deserves 
respectful debate and leaders who 
strive for consensus,” she added. 
“By our example, we can teach the 
next generation to construct solid 
public policy based on building 

blocks of consensus and unbiased 
reason.” 
 Narum, like Testa, earned a 
four-year term that runs through 
November 2022.
 A longtime community advo-
cate and 2016 mayoral candidate 
who previously sat on the city’s 
Human Services Commission 
(1995 to 2007), Testa brings a 
second slow-growth voice to the 
dais alongside second-term Coun-
cilwoman Karla Brown — who 
backed Testa’s campaign.
 “During the campaign, I 
learned even more about Pleasan-
ton residents and how you want 
to shape and preserve our city,” 
Testa said. “My top concerns will 
always focus on our quality of life, 
our children, our families, our 
seniors and protecting what we 
value about our city.”
 She added that she was hum-
bled by the level of support she 
received at the polls. 

Council members sworn in
Testa, Narum, Thorne begin new terms

JEREMY WALSH

With the municipal election results certified, the new Pleasanton City 
Council is ready to get to work. From left: Councilman Jerry Pentin, 
Councilwoman Karla Brown, Mayor Jerry Thorne, Councilwoman Kathy 
Narum and Councilwoman Julie Testa.
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NEWSFRONT

BY ERIKA ALVERO

 The holidays came early for 
Monet, a special-needs tabby just 
adopted out from Pleasanton’s Val-
ley Humane Society.
 Monet is a 7-year-old orange 
tabby with some severe challenges. 
She has tested positive for feline 
immunodeficiency virus (FIV), and 
leaves an occasional urine drip, for 
unclear reasons — making it extra 
hard for her to be adopted.
 But last week, she found a home, 
joining a Livermore family who has 
another FIV-positive cat.

 When she was found as a stray, 
Monet had a severe gash mid-tail, 
requiring total amputation.
 The FIV test means that she must 
live indoors so as not to infect other 
cats. And although Monet is able to 
hold her bladder and use her litter 
box when needed, she does expe-
rience the occasional urine drip. 
(Valley Humane compares the drip 
to “a person who might experience 
a tiny leak when they sneeze.”)
 However, she is a sweet cat and 
has completely recovered from her 
tail amputation surgery — the fur 

has even grown back, said Melissa 
Adkins, marketing communica-
tions manager for the nonprofit 
organization.
 The family who adopted her 
decided that they wanted another 
feline friend.
 “They checked out several area 
shelter websites, and Valley Humane 
was the only group with a special-
needs cat,” Adkins said. “They came 
down and (of course) fell in love 
with her and took her home.”
 A Senior Pet Adoption Grant 
awarded by the Petfinder Foundation 

allowed Valley Humane to waive 
her $100 adoption fee, along with 
providing for a plastic Kuranda 
cat tower, a high-sided Modkat 
litter box with washable liners, 
and helping with her prescription 

diet for about two years.
 The Valley Humane Society, lo-
cated at 3670 Nevada St., has a 
Home for the Holidays promotion 
going on during the month of De-
cember: adoption fees for all adult 
dogs and cats are half-off.
 The organization is open Tues-
days through Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Stray tabby with special needs finds a new home
Monet heads to Livermore for the holidays thanks to Valley Humane Society

Marketplace

To place an ad or get a quote,  
contact Nico Navarrete at 650.223.6582  

or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

HOME SERVICES 
Painting

INSURANCE 
Renters Insurance

HOME SERVICES    Plumbing

Emergency plumbing repair

Drain and sewer cleaning  •  Hydro-jets cleaning 

Sewers: camera inspection, repair & replacement

Water leak repair  •  Water, gas & sewer repair 

Installation of water heaters,  
garbage disposals, faucets and toilets

Your local drain & sewer experts

CALL TODAY! 510-379-8898 or 925-888-9678 

E-mail: dcc828@yahoo.com. 

Renters 
Insurance

As low as $10 a month 
includes $100,000 
Liability to satisfy 

Landlord Requirements. 

Call us 24/7 at 
925.846.0880  

or visit
PTownRenters.com

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

•  Kitchen Cabinets 
•  Sheetrock & Texture 

Repair
•  Deck Restoration 

•  Small Jobs OK

Brian Ward 
Custom Painting 

925 323 7833

LIC 731462

ERIKA ALVERO

Hour of Code
Pranav Nethi was among a group of Foothill High School students 
taking part in the Hour of Code last week. A nationwide event that 
happens during Computer Science Education Week (Dec. 3-9), Hour of 
Code aims to engage students in computer science, especially women 
and underrepresented minorities. Foothill’s event was organized by 
junior Atreyo Chakrabarty and happened after school on Dec. 7.

for traffic mitigation and $380,000 
for improvements to the existing 
Donlon school. The projected enroll-
ment for the TK-3 is 700 students, 
while the new 4-5 school is expected 
to see 500, according to staff.
 The need to expand capacity is 
due to rising enrollment in the north-
ern part of Pleasanton, a trend seen 
recently and projected to continue 
for at least five years.
 According to district demogra-
phers, the area is expected to see a 
peak enrollment of almost 2,900 stu-
dents in 2023, an increase of about 
460 students from fall 2017. On the 
other hand, southern schools’ enroll-
ment levels are expected to remain 
stable or even decrease.
 Donlon and its eastern neigh-
bor, Hart Middle School, are two 
of the schools primarily affected, 
and so discussions revolved heav-
ily around these sites. In their rec-
ommendation, though, staff have 
also proposed halting work on Hart 
Middle School options until work 
has begun on the school’s science 
lab improvements.
 Deputy superintendent of busi-
ness services Micaela Ochoa, who 

presented the item Tuesday night, 
emphasized that much more detail 
on the recommendation would be 
revealed later in the week when the 
agenda for the board workshop was 
posted online. That meeting is set for 
next Tuesday (Dec. 18).
 Donlon neighbor Audrey Purnell 
was the first of three public speakers 
to come forward. She expressed the 
concern that the new school would 
further exacerbate traffic congestion 
for the surrounding neighborhood.
 “I’m just going to tell you, it’s a 
traffic nightmare for us that live in 
Val Vista,” Purnell said.
 She added that neighbors such as 
herself really needed to be included 
in the conversation.
 “It’s more than an inconvenience,” 
she said. “This change, it affects the 
quality of our life, it’s stressful. It’s 
twice a day for 285 days a year.”
 Melissa Schussel, a fifth-grade 
Donlon teacher, came forward to 
advocate for teachers’ input to be 
solicited, adding that the October 
“staff presentation” referenced by 
Ochoa earlier didn’t adequately 
flush out the sketches on the table, 
and that November was the first 
time she had heard of the split 
school option.
 “I want to be a part of the solution, 

I want to have input, say, what can 
we do to fix this, because we know it 
is a concern for everybody,” Schussel 
said. “But we need people to come 
and talk to us.”
 She also said that some of the 
dates selected for these discussions 
collided with teachers’ conference 
weeks and other busy times — in-
cluding next week’s workshop.
 The newly appointed Board Vice 
President Steve Maher agreed with 
Schussel’s points on teachers being 
consulted in this process, adding 
that there also needed to be more 
even representation from the various 
school sectors and grade levels.
 “Everyone needs to be represent-
ed, kindergarten and fifth grade,” 
Maher said. “Kindergarten needs 
are different than fifth-grade needs. 
Same with third grade. Same with 
our counselors, psychologists.”
 Other options that had been on 
the table included adjusting school 
boundaries, building a new elemen-
tary school, converting Donlon and/
or Hart into a K-8, and increasing 
enrollment capacities by expanding 
select school sites.
 Next week’s board workshop is 
scheduled to begin at 6 p.m. Tuesday 
(Dec. 18) in the district office board 
room, 4665 Bernal Ave. 

NEW SCHOOL
Continued from Page 5

 “I look forward to collaborating 
with my fellow council members and 
city staff to address these challenges,” 
Testa said. “Please know, Pleasanton 
residents will always come first in 
every decision I make.”
 Before the swearing-in ceremony, 
Olson offered parting words prior to 
stepping down.
 “I’ve enjoyed serving these past 
four years. I’ve learned a lot about 
our city, and I’ve met many people 
who love living here and who care 
about Pleasanton,” he said. “I believe 
this has been a good City Council. 
We’ve approached our policy delib-
erations with civility.” 
 Olson, a retired bank executive 
who served two terms on the Plan-
ning Commission from 2006-14, 
was elected to his lone City Council 

term in November 2014. He opted 
not to seek re-election this year.
 “I want to thank the city officials 
and voters, who put their trust in 
me. I also want to thank our terrific 
staff and this council for an excellent 
working relationship,” Olson said in 
closing. “It’s been great serving and 
living in Pleasanton.” 
 His fellow council members also 
praised Olson during his final meet-
ing, and he received a certificate of 
recognition for his city service on 
behalf of the State Senate from local 
State Sen. Steve Glazer, who was on-
hand to administer the oath of office 
to Narum.
 Thorne took the oath of office 
from Alameda County Superior 
Court Judge Stephen M. Pulido, 
while former mayor Tom Pico swore 
in Testa.
 The swearing-in was the only 
business on the agenda for the new 
council, a ceremony scheduled as 

a special meeting because Alameda 
County election officials took nearly 
the full 30 days to certify ballot 
results. 
 Narum easily retained her council 
seat with 15,800 votes (or 33.31%), 
according to the final totals. 
 Testa finished with 12,362 votes 
(26.07%) to earn the second seat, 
comfortably ahead of the two other 
challengers in the race: former parks 
and recreation commissioner Joe 
Streng (20.82%), who was backed 
by the Chamber of Commerce and 
councilmen Olson and Jerry Pen-
tin; and lesser-known candidate 
Joseph Ledoux (19.51%), a Berke-
ley police officer who lives in Pleas-
anton and had the support of the 
city’s police and fire unions.
 Appearing on the ballot without a 
challenger, Thorne won re-election 
with 23,093 votes (or 95.13%), 
with the remaining votes going to 
various write-in candidates. 

SWORN IN
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