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Tech education helps students ...
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Sacramento City College trains students for careers including aircraft dispatcher, air traffic control, airframe technology and 
flight technology.

Hit the ground running

BY TANYA PEREZ

Enterprise staff writer

 In a college town like Davis, par-
ents often are focused on four-year 
degrees and beyond.

And, conversely, other parents 
regularly lament that there are not 
enough opportunities for voca-
tional education or training pro-
grams in Davis — or even Califor-
nia — for those who want to go 
that route.

But Gary Hartley begs to differ.

“Our mission is to get people in 
and out and ready for whatever 
comes next,” said Hartley, the 
interim dean of Sacramento City 
College’s Davis Center.

In fact, Hartley said, “Our mis-
sion is made of two parts: Job 
readiness and being ready for 
transferring (to a four-year univer-
sity).” Beyond the four-year experi-
ence, certificate and degree 

programs can lead to fulfilling and 
lucrative careers.

For starters, consider Sac City’s 
two-year degree in air traffic con-
trol, which includes classes such as 
aviation weather and airplane 
aerodynamics. The median salary 
in 2017, according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, was $124,540 per 
year. The degree program at Sac 
City had a job placement rate of 67 
percent of its graduates in 2014-15.

“Air traffic control does not 
require a bachelor’s degree,” Hartley 
said. “People don’t need to know 
high-level physics and mathematics 

BY JEFF HUDSON

Enterprise staff writer

 Thursday’s meeting of the Davis 
school board touched on several 
items that weren’t on the agenda. 
Several parents and students 
spoke in opposition to current 
plans to reduce the number of 
choral music classes at the junior 
high level in the coming academic 
year.

And on a different topic, school 

board trustee Alan Fernandes 
announced an effort to qualify a 
parcel-tax measure for the 
November ballot that would fund 
better salaries for the Davis school 
district’s teachers, and also fund 
an additional school resource 
from the Davis police department.

The pending reduction of choral 
music classes stems from the 
recent retirement of longtime 

Choir backers preach to school board

 Sac City College offers more than 
90 certifi cates and degrees 

SEE TECH, PAGE A5

 Workers, 
city will 
share 
pension 
risk 
 BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY 
Enterprise staff writer

 The Davis City Council 
this week approved four-
year labor agreements with 
two employee groups that 
shifts more of the risk of 
escalating pension costs
from the city to the employ-
ees themselves.

The contracts with two 
employee groups — the
Program, Administrative 
and Support Employees 
Association (which 
includes more than 80 city
workers) and the Individ-
ual Management group — 
provide 2-percent annual 
cost of living adjustments 
as well as a cost-sharing 
mechanism to address 
unanticipated pension cost
increases. Both groups have 
been without a contract 
since July of last year.

Beginning in July 2019,
those employees have com-
mitted to pay an amount 
up to 1 percent of salary if 
pension costs to the city are 
higher than what’s been
projected by CalPERS and 
included in the city’s long-
term fiscal model.

Likewise, if the CalPERS 

SEE PENSION, PAGE A9

County 
finishes 
counting 
votes 
Partida, Carson 
elected to Council 
BY ANNE TERNUS-BELLAMY 
Enterprise staff writer

 Gloria Partida and Dan 
Carson will 
take their 
seats on the 
Davis City 
Council 
next 
month, suc-
ceeding 
Mayor 
Robb Davis 
and Coun-
cilwoman 
Rochelle 
Swanson, both of whom 
declined to seek re-election 
and participated in their 
final council meeting on 
Tuesday.

With all votes now 
counted by the Yolo County 
elections office, Partida and 
Carson finished well ahead 
of the seven other candi-
dates in the race and Par-

tida, who 
won the 
most votes, 
will become 
mayor in 
two years, 
succeeding 
Brett Lee 
who 
becomes 
mayor next 
month.

Partida 
and Carson held the top two 
spots on election night and 
continued to distance them-
selves from the rest of the 
pack as vote totals were 
updated during two weeks of 
canvassing by the elections 
office. The final official tally:
■ Gloria Partida : 22.2 

percent (7,041 votes)
■  Dan Carson : 19.7

percent (6,237 votes)
■  Linda Deos : 14.3 

percent (4,527 votes)
■  Ezra Beeman : 12.3 

percent (3,917 votes)

PARTIDA
Top 

vote-getter

CARSON
Solid second

SEE COUNTING, PAGE A9 SEE BOARD, BACK PAGE

BY LAUREN KEENE

Enterprise staff writer

 WOODLAND — Relatives 
and friends of Rosendo Ama-
vizca shuttled between two Yolo 
County courtrooms Thursday as 
five of the six people accused of 
killing the Knights Landing man 
were arraigned on charges 
including murder, assault and 
criminal street-gang activity.

Armando Mendez, 29, and 

Trevor Morgan, 18, both of Yuba 
City; and 26-year-old Michael
Margueis of Live Oak; all 
entered not-guilty pleas and
requested court-appointed attor-
neys. Yolo Superior Court Judge 
Sonia Cortés set a July 6 prelimi-
nary hearing date.

All three remain on no-bail 
holds at the Yolo County Jail.

Shooting suspects in court

SEE SUSPECTS, BACK PAGE
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