
Detectives 
uncover 
marijuana 
houses, 
second 
week in 
row

By Cameron Macdonald
Citizen News Editor 

The Elk Grove police’s 
Street Crimes Unit on Jan. 
17 arrested two suspects 
who allegedly grew more 

By Cameron Macdonald
Citizen News Editor 

The Elk Grove Unified 
School District (EGUSD) 
board’s election season is 
off to an early start – all 
three winners of the 2014 
election told the Citizen this 
month they are running for 
another term. Coming to the 
November ballot are trust-
ees Dr. Crystal Martinez-
Alire, Bobbie Singh-Allen, 
and Beth Albiani. 

The election’s nomina-
tion period begins in July 
and challengers have not 
announced their runs, as of 

Hundreds attend 
school board’s 
forum on race 
relations

By Cameron Macdonald
Citizen News Editor 

The Elk Grove school 
board on Jan. 16 hosted a 
forum to hear community 
members tell about ongoing 
issues of racial discrimination 
at their schools. They listened 
to more than 70 speakers for 
5½ hours at Sheldon High 
School, where an estimated 
500 people gathered at the 
performing arts center. 

“Now that I know what’s 
happening, I’m not going to 
sit in silence,” Trustee Bobbie 
Singh-Allen said. 

Speakers addressed is-
sues such as mistreatment by 
on-campus law enforcement 
officers, the lack of diversity 
among faculty, insensitive 
comments toward African-
American teachers and school 
administrators’ poor handling 
of racist incidents. 

“At the end of the day, I 
don’t want any more forums, 
I want results,” said Betty 
Williams, the president of 
Sacramento’s NAACP chap-
ter. 

Her organization provided 
11 solutions to the school 
board for combating racial 
discrimination and promot-
ing greater inclusion and 
equity of students. 

 “I know that emotions are 
running strong, and now is 
the time that we need to see 
the humanity in each and 

By Lance Armstrong
Citizen Staff Writer

Stanley Carrothers Jr., a 
50-year member of the Ro-
tary Club of Elk Grove and 
a dedicated volunteer in the 
city, died on Jan. 15 follow-
ing a brief illness at the age 
of 86.

Born in Pasadena to Stan-
ley and Margaret “Jane” Car-
rothers, the younger Stan-
ley Carrothers grew up in 
that city and in Santa Rosa, 
where he moved with his 
family when he was about 
nine years old.

But it was in Elk Grove 
that he made his greatest 
mark in life.

Bob Carrothers, Stanley 

Carrothers Jr.’s only son, de-
scribed him as a “very behind 
the scenes guy,” who was 
eager to assist others.

By Lance Armstrong
Citizen Staff Writer

The city’s Youth Com-
mission is planning to hold 
a public meeting on race 
relations in the City Council 
Chamber.

Tyson Gonzales, a mem-
ber of the 10-member com-
mission, said that although 
the meeting will not be held 
until March 3, it is important 
to spread the word early that 
the gathering is open to the 
entire public. 

“We will be discussing 
racial diversity of the city 
and stuff in that matter and 
subject,” he said. “We’ll be 
talking to fellow residents of 
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Bradshaw crushes 
Highlands

In what is normally a 
heated rivalry matchup 
in Sierra Delta League 
basketball was this time a 
snooze-fest, at least for one 
side. The Bradshaw Chris-
tian Pride spent Wednes-
day night making quick 
work out of the Highlands 
Scots, 76-55 and it wasn’t 
even that close. The win 
propelled the Pride to a 
13-5 overall record and a 
perfect 5-0 league record. 

Stanley Carrothers, Jr.

Stanley Carrothers 
left strong legacy 
in Elk Grove

Elk Grove Youth Commissioner Tyson Gonzales

City’s Youth Commission to
discuss diversity, racial is-
sues within the community

Heard loud and clear

Rachael Francois (center) attends the forum.

Photos by Steve Crowley 

Desmond Preston, a former EGUSD paraeducator, speaks at the forum.

Lorreen Pryor, the president of the Black Youth Leadership 
Project.

Elk Grove
Chamber

celebrates
Gala ‘18

A writer’s habitat
Have you always want-

ed to write a book but not 
known how to get started? 
Are you a new writer who 
is unsure of how to get your 
works published?

Maybe you’re seeking 
ways to become a better 
writer, or you’re a novice 
author who’d like to gain 
more knowledge and inspi-
ration from the profession-
als in the field. Citizen file photo

All three trustees who were elected to the Elk Grove school board in 2014 are running for 
re-election this year. From left: trustees Dr. Crystal Martinez-Alire, Beth Albiani, Bobbie 
Singh-Allen, and EGUSD Superintendent Christopher Hoffman. 

Election ’18: Three EG school board 
members running for re-election



A12 	 Wednesday, January 24, 2018 Elk Grove Citizen 

every person; there are no 
sides tonight,” Superinten-
dent Christopher Hoffman 
said at the beginning of the 
forum. “It is those of us in 
the room who will need to do 
the work.” 

The school district’s focus 
was drawn to race relations 
in late December by videos 
posted online in which a 
Pleasant Grove High School 
student made bigoted re-
marks about African-Ameri-
cans. The videos drew public 
outrage, and district officials 
quickly condemned them. 
The student is no longer at-
tending classes in the Elk 
Grove school district, accord-
ing to district officials. 

Rachael Francois, an Af-
rican-American student at 
Pleasant Grove High, earlier 
this month drew wide at-
tention when she spoke to 
journalists about classmates 
who made racist comments 
around and toward her, as 
well as an incident where a 
noose was found on campus. 
She also said her school’s 
administrators failed to do 
anything to address her con-
cerns. 

“We need to see what 
the next step is going to be, 
because if we don’t, nothing 
is going to change,” Francois 
told the school board. “Talk 
is big but actions are bigger; 
we shouldn’t be seeing these 
things over and over again.” 

The senior received a 
standing ovation after she 
spoke. She was also asked by 
district officials to lead the 
Pledge of Allegiance at the 
meeting. 

“It speaks to how long peo-
ple have been caring about 
this issue, how she has been a 
catalyst to speak,” Francois’ 

uncle Les Simmons told the 
Citizen. “Now, we see there 
are hundreds of Rachaels, it’s 
generational.” 

Several speakers at the 
Jan. 16 forum said Francois’ 
account reminded them of 
racist incidents they encoun-
tered while attending local 
high schools. One Pleasant 
Grove High graduate said 
there was a race-related al-
tercation at her school over a 
dozen years ago. 

Grace Bailey, who said she 
is the only African-American 
teacher at Beitzel Elemen-
tary School, said a colleague 
once told her she did not act 
like she was black since she 
wasn’t loud and brash. She 
added that she stands with 
“the Rachaels.” 

“It’s not just the children, 
it’s also the adult allies who 
are being bullied,” she said. 

Dexter Poe told the school 
board he served as a Sacra-
mento County sheriff’s depu-
ty at Elk Grove schools for 12 
years until he was dismissed 
from Sheldon High for no 
stated reason. He said fellow 
African-American deputies 
were also dismissed without 
reason. Poe caused several 
listeners to gasp when he 
said he learned the black 
deputies were nicknamed 
“The Soul Patrol” by staff 
members. 

Poe suspected there was 

racial discrimination against 
him, but his filed complaints 
to district officials were never 
answered. 

“Please don’t let this be 
swept under the Elk Grove 
Unified School District ad-
ministration’s rug,” he told 
the school board. 

Sharie Wilson, the owner 
of the DreamGirls salon in 
Old Town Elk Grove, spoke 
about last fall, when a threat-
ening, racist note left at 
her business. Wilson, who 
is African-American, men-
tioned that, like Francois, 
she was accused of making 
false claims of discrimina-
tion. 

District officials have long 
taken pride in Elk Grove 
Unified’s diverse student 
body, which speaks 88 lan-
guages and dialects, and 
lacks an ethnic or racial 
majority. During the 2015-
16 school year, the district’s 
student body was 13 per-
cent African-American, 29 
percent Asian and Filipino, 
26 percent Latino, and 21 
percent white, according to 
a district report. 

Carlos Carter, a local par-
ent and an outreach coordi-
nator for UC Davis, warned 
the school board African-
American parents may boy-
cott the school district and 
not enroll their children in 
its schools if administrators 
do not address discrimina-
tion issues. 

“If we stop buying the 
homes and stop bringing the 
children here, will you listen 
then?” he said. 

Numerous attendees at 
the school district’s forum 
shared their solidarity with 
Francois. 

“Rachael, I admire your 
strength and your courage,” 
said Lorreen Pryor, a Valley 
High School graduate and 
the president of the Black 
Youth Leadership Project. 
“We stand by you, but take a 
break because we got it from 
here.” 

Several elected officials, 
such as Assemblyman Jim 
Cooper and Elk Grove Vice 
Mayor Darren Suen, also said 
they supported Francois. 

“We stand with the folks 
here this evening, ready to 
partner with you in making 
Elk Grove a ‘no place for hate’ 
city,” Suen said. 

Singh-Allen called Fran-
cois a “catalyst to a move-
ment.” 

When the forum came to an 
end, Trustee Chet Madison Sr. 
recalled the moment when he 
heard the news of Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.’s assassination 
nearly 50 years ago. The Viet-
nam War veteran was in his 
Army uniform at a Dallas air-
port, and he questioned why 
he was serving in the military 
as an African-American. 

Madison mentioned that 
two men, one white and one 
African-American, saw he 
was distraught and placed 
their hands on his shoulders 
to offer encouragement. 

“Those positive words from 
two sincere men helped me 
through a very dark travesty 
in my life,” he said. “I say that, 
and I look for a positive to help 

me through my struggles.” 
Madison said he wanted to 

see more African-Americans 
in positions of power, whether 
they are principals, direc-
tors, or board members. He 
also shared concerns about 
policing at the district’s high 
schools. 

“(The officers) have to be 
told they’re not guarding a 
prison,” Madison said. “They 
should keep in mind that they 
should be a fabric of our com-
munity or get out.” 

The trustee later told the 
audience to not give up. 

“We will continue this bat-
tle of pushing this rock,” he 
said. “But it’s all around the 
nation.” 

Public speakers through-
out the night addressed a 
variety of issues and proposed 
solutions. 

Many called upon the dis-
trict to hire more African-
American teachers and said 
that practice could help Afri-
can-American students better 
connect to their schools. A 
few speakers pointed out that 
the majority of the district’s 
teachers are white, while 
the district’s student body is 
diverse. The state reported 
that 68 percent of the district’s 
certificated staff in 2016 was 
white while five percent was 
African-American. 

“What it means to have a 
teacher from a diverse back-

ground or ethnicity - having 
that teacher in the classroom 
every day is more impactful 
than words could ever put,” 
said Desmond Preston, a Flo-
rin High School graduate and 
a former paraeducator for the 
district. 

Local activists Amar Sher-
gill and Jim Kelly called for 
election reforms for the school 
board. They advocated having 
board members elected only 
by voters within their trustee 
areas instead of voters across 
the school district. They ar-
gued communities would be 
better represented on the 
school board and that candi-
dates would not need large 
campaign funds to run. 

“Good people don’t stand 
up because they don’t have 
the money,” Shergill said.

Francois told the Citizen 
she felt encouraged by the 
forum. 

“It wasn’t surprising be-
cause I always knew it was 
there, but it’s really encour-
aging and I think that the 
support is the whole reason 
why I’m trying to push this 
issue.” 

The Elk Grove school 
board will address the fo-
rum’s feedback at a special 
board meeting on Jan. 24 at 
the Trigg Education Center, 
9510 Elk Grove-Florin Road. 
Its open session will begin 
at noon.

Connie & Tony’s Pet Service
Elk Grove CA

While you’re on vacation,
we’ll take care of your pets

Connie (916) 399-0875
Connie Cell (916) 588-5071

Tony Cell (916) 708-2045

INWARD-LOOKING EYES
About one percent to two percent 

of the U.S. population has a condition 
known as “esotropia” in which one 
or both eyes turn inward. “Infantile 
esotropia,” which occurs within the 
fi rst year of life, is usually treated with 
surgery, eyeglasses, or Botox injec-
tions before a child is two years of age. 
Treatment is often very successful, 
with relatively few children experienc-
ing visual problems as they grow up. 
“Acquired esotropia,” which develops 
later in life, may result from medical 
conditions including diabetes or other 
eye problems such as untreated far-
sightedness.  Double vision is the pri-
mary symptom among those with this 
condition, which may be treated with 
prescription eyeglasses and vision 
therapy. In some cases, surgery may 
be required. 

Prematurity, a family history, and 
various neurological and genetic dis-
orders increase the risk of eye mis-
alignment. Some systemic disorders 
like hyperthyroidism and diabetes 
can cause ocular misalignment. To 
schedule an eye exam, please call 
Sierra Eye Care Center. Our goal is to 
meet and exceed your expectations by 
providing friendly service, professional 
care, and quality products at afford-
able prices. The comprehensive eye 
exams we conduct not only determine 
our patients need for vision correction 
but offer early detection and treatment 
of eye diseases.

P.S. “Accommodative esotropia,” 
which usually occurs among farsight-
ed individuals, is often characterized 
by eye crossing that occurs when the 
eyes are trying hard to focus to see 
objects clearly. 

IT’S NOT JUST A RENTAL...
IT’S A TOYOTA!

ELK GROVE TOYOTA
RENT-A-CAR

7 day minimum, 2000 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 2000 

Expires 2/28/18

7 day minimum, 2000 free miles/
week, 30¢/mile over 2000 

Expires 2/28/18Ask for Allison, Mark, Hardy, Amber, Mina or Jenny for your rental needs.

Low Weekly Rentals
Starting at $19999/week

Over 2000 30¢/mile 
Expires 2/28/18

Corolla

Corolla

Camry

$2599 PER 
DAY

150 free miles/day,
30¢/mile over 150. Expires 2/28/18

In the Elk Grove Auto Mall, Elk Grove
(916) 405-8085

3810 Florin Rd., Sacramento
(916) 391-7489

$16999
per week

Low Weekly Rates

150 free miles/
day, 30¢/mile over 150 

Expires 2/28/18

per week
$18999

$3499
per day

New 
Location! (Inside Toyota 

Body Shop)

3 DAY MINIMUM

Winter Special

We help with serious 
injuries that  require serious 
representation.
We are the Law Of� ces Of
Guenard & Bozarth. We have 
over 80 years of experience 
on our legal team… the 
most experienced law � rm in 
Elk Grove. If you are looking 
for results Call GB Legal 
24/7/365 at 888-809-1075 or 
visit gblegal.com    

Bob’s  BASEBALL  Tours
See MLB games at Wrigley Field,  
Fenway Park & Yankee Stadium  

on one of our tours!

Experience a guided tour of New York City 
 or have free time at Niagara Falls.

Coach bus trip. Quality hotels and game tickets. 
For a free brochure, call: 507.217.1326. If no answer,  

please clearly/slowly leave your name/address 

Forum
Continued from Page 1

Tracy Panuschka, principal of Mix Elementary School, de-
clares her support of marginalized students.

A large crowd gathers at Sheldon High School’s Performing Arts Center. Elk Grove School Trustee Tony Perez speaks to the crowd.

More than 70 speakers address the school board. 

Bob Roe, EGUSD’s director of elementary education, 
writes down suggestions from forum attendees.


