
Sharon Jeffrey starts each day at 
Lincoln School the same way teach-
ers at the tiny one-room school-

house have for 146 years, by greeting 
each student. These days, though, that 
daily routine has become much shorter.

Only 13 students enrolled for the 2017-
18 school year, but at the end of  summer, 
just seven showed up for class at the his-
toric 1872 building in the pastoral Hicks 
Valley nine miles southwest of  Petalu-
ma. The other six students moved out of  
the area or made plans to attend other 
schools, Jeffrey said, a decline in enroll-
ment faced my many other area schools, 
but made more critical given Lincoln’s 
already emaciated student body.

The state requires schools to main-
tain at least six students to stay open, 
and Lincoln already anticipates losing 
three more students for next school 
year, meaning it would be forced to shut 
unless it can recruit at least two more.

“It makes us really want to get the 
word out,” Jeffrey said. “It would signal 
the end if  we drop below six.”

The dire enrollment situation has in-
spired a recruitment effort at the school. 
An open house is planned for tonight, 
April 26, at 6 p.m., to highlight the cam-
pus’ unique learning environment.

“One-room schoolhouses offer a great 
opportunity for students to learn in an 
integrated fashion,” said Jeffrey, who 
has been at Lincoln for one year and 
previously taught at St. Vincent school 

in Petaluma and in the Central Valley.
She pointed out that the small class size 

at the kindergarten through 6th grade 
school means that each student gets 

individualized instruction. A full-time 
teacher’s assistant joins Jeffrey in the 
classroom and volunteer teachers make 
regular visits for subjects such as reading.

Janeen Corda Brady has a first-grad-
er, a second-grader and a fifth-grader, or 
nearly half  the student body, at Lincoln 
School. She currently serves on the 
three-member school board and gradu-
ated from Lincoln in the 1980s, when en-

Residents hit brakes on parking proposal

A proposal to add a combined 
45 parking spaces on Liberty 
and Keller streets has been 
met with ire from residents 
concerned that the changes 
would create additional traffic 
downtown.

In February, city officials 
requested public input on a 
project put forward by the 

Petaluma Downtown Associ-
ation to increase parking by 
converting Liberty Street, from 
Washington Street to Howard, 
and Keller Street, from Western 
to A Street, to one-way traffic.

Those changes would provide 
enough room to construct a 
series of  angled and parallel 
spots, bumping the combined 
total along those streets from 82 
to 127, and addressing a chronic 

lack of  parking for downtown 
business owners.

According to a letter sent 
to businesses and residents 
earlier this month, city offi-
cials received 33 comments in 
response to the proposal. The 
community’s input varied, 
ranging from safety concerns 
about increased congestion and 
difficulty navigating the roads 
to pointed disappointment that 
local officials opted for a “quick 
fix” over a more sustainable, 
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Merchant plan would add 45 parking spaces, create 
1-way streets; Neighbors say it would cause traffic

Rise of  
fentanyl 
leads to OD 
increase
Petaluma officials see   
uptick in hospitalizations 
from powerful drug

Wendi Thomas doesn’t have 
an exact number, but the nurs-
ing director for Petaluma Valley 
Hospital said her staff has 
recently seen a significant spike 
in opioid overdoses, a troubling 
trend linked to new and more 
potent drugs on the streets.

For her, the most disturbing 
aspect is that the age of  the pa-
tients are getting “younger and 
younger and younger.”

“The staff and physicians of  
the emergency room, for sure, 
feel like they’ve seen more 
overdoses in the last month 
than (they) have in the last five 
years,” Thomas said. “They’re 
not all resulting in death or 
admission to the hospital, but 
they feel like they’re certainly 
seeing more. There’s a concern 
that a bad batch of  heroin is on 
the streets.”

Petaluma Police Lt. Tim 

See Drugs, A5

 ■ LITTLE SCHOOLHOUSE ON THE PRAIRIE  ■
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Lincoln School, a one-room schoolhouse established in 1872 on Hicks Valley Road, may have 
to close down if they aren’t able to increase enrollment. Currently, seven students attend 
the school, which includes kindergarten to 6th grade. See more photos at petaluma360.com.

A ‘wave of love’ followed bombing

Jessica Kensky and Patrick Downes lost 
more than just their left legs that fateful 
day in April 2013 as they stood near the 
finish line of  the Boston Marathon. 

The newlyweds had made a spontaneous 
trip to the prestigious road race to soak 
in the energy of  it one last time before 
they moved to San Francisco. But two 
bomb blasts changed everything, and they 
experienced what Kensky described as a 
“profound loss.”

They were given prosthetic legs, and 
Kensky eventually had to have her right leg 
amputated, too, after spending a period of  
time in a motorized wheelchair. 

Their medical careers were suddenly 
put on hold. Downes lost his psychology 
fellowship, so the move out West was called 
off. Their apartment building didn’t have el-
evators so they couldn’t reach their fourth-
floor home. Driving anywhere was a major 
undertaking. 

Trips to the store were suddenly filled 
with complicated emotions when Kensky 
said she would overhear kids, unaware of  
how loudly they were talking ask, “Mom, 
what happened to that lady’s legs?”

It was the response from parents, mini-
mizing the attack by calling it an accident 

before rushing them away, that paved a 
new path for the couple. They used their 
experience as survivors to start an unfil-
tered conversation with kids about loss and 
anguish, and how to come back from it.

That journey brought them to Petaluma 
on Tuesday to promote their new children’s 
book, “Rescue and Jessica: A Life-Chang-
ing Friendship,” with stops at Sonoma 
Mountain Charter School and Copperfield’s 
Books as part of  their West Coast tour.

“We didn’t know what we were getting 
into with the book tour, but the kids are our 
favorite part,” Kensky said after signing 
copies of  their New York Times bestseller 
in the school library. “It was such a great 
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Boston Marathon bomb survivors 
share lessons on recovering from 
tragedy with Petaluma children

See Book, A4
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Lincoln School, the state’s oldest 
1-room schoolhouse, needs more 
students to stay open. It has 7.

Rural school could be history

See Parking, A5

See School, A7
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FORECAST
 Today Friday Saturday Sunday

Petaluma Argus-Courier
RAINFALL

April 18: 00.00 in.
April 19: 00.00 in.
April 20: 00.00 in.
April 21: 00.00 in.

April 22: 00.00 in.
April 23: 00.00 in.
April 24: 00.00 in.
Avg. to date: 25.27 in.

Year to date (since 

Oct. 1): 20.43 in.
Last year to date:  
39.77 in.

Bradley 
Thompson is 
the unofficial 
spokesperson 
for the down-
town neigh-
borhood that 
opposes the 
proposed new 
parking along 
Liberty that 
would increase 
the amount of 
spaces.
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BUTTER & EGG DAYS 
SOUVENIR EDITION
Argus-Courier home subscrib-
ers will find the 2018 Butter 
& Egg Days Souvenir Edition 
included in today’s paper. A 
comprehensive guide to the 
parade, the issue also includes 
historical photos and feature 
stories on Petaluma’s premier 
event dating back to 1918. 
INSIDE

OPEN HOUSE
Where: Lincoln School, 1300 Hicks Valley 
Road
When: 6 p.m., April 26
Info: 763-0045

greatclips.com | greatclipscareers.com | greatclipsfranchise.com Find us at

Petaluma now has
a choice of 2 Great Clips

Any Haircut $12.99
Not valid with any other offers.
Limit one coupon per customer.

Offer Expires: 5/31/18

Southwest Salon
Petaluma Gateway Center - 929 Lakeville St.

Phone number: 774-6000

Northeast Salon
Leghorn Marketplace - 701 Sonoma Mountain Pkwy

Phone number: 789-0910


