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that violates state and/or 
federal criminal law or that 
destroys the peace, quiet, 
comfort, or safety of  the 
landlord or other tenants at 
the property; failure to give 
access to the property as re-
quired by law; the landlord, 
pursuant to state law, wants 
to recover possession of  
the rental unit in good faith 
for use and occupancy as a 
primary residence by the 
landlord or family mem-
bers; or, the landlord wants 
to withdraw the rental unit 
from the rental market.

In mid-February the 
council held a housing 
workshop to address the on-
going housing crisis. Once 
again the council took the 
side of  real estate interests 
and ignored the plight of  
renters. Despite testimony 
from renters who had been 
forced from their homes by 
rent increase and termina-
tions of  month-to-month 
agreements, the council 
accepted arguments from 
speakers representing real 
estate interests and refused 
to move forward with just 
cause rental protections.

The council members 
justified their unanimous 
lack of  support arguing 
amongst other things that 
there is no data to support a 
need for tenant protections; 
that it would lead to rental 
units being withdrawn from 
the market; and, it would 

result in “heavy vetting” for 
potential renters.

It would appear that advo-
cates for renters are held to 
a higher standard than are 
advocates for the real estate 
interests since advocates 
were criticized for not hav-
ing data while accepting the 
assertions of  the real estate 
industry, who presented no 
data to back up their claims.

Finally, the council seems 
to ignore the housing con-
versations on nextdoor.com 
or apparently does not both-
er to talk to family, friends 
and neighbors to know that 
many of  us can no longer 
remain in Petaluma because 
our city council refuses to 
protect tenants.

Now is the time to let the 
council know that you want 
them to adopt a just cause 
eviction ordinance. By join-
ing with your friends and 
neighbors and signing our 
petition you can help deliver 
that message to the council. 
You will find the petition at 
www.change.org/p/erin-ch-
mielewski-petaluma-hous-
ing-crisis-just-cause-evic-
tion.

In the coming weeks you 
will also find us collecting 
signatures in front of  pop-
ular shopping spots around 
town.

(Zahyra Garcia and Sam 
Tuttelman are co-chairs of  
the North Bay Organizing 
Project Petaluma.)

Renters Continued from A6

suggesting the newsprint 
tariff is part of  President 
Trump’s war on quality 
journalism – it’s a stretch 
to imagine he’s versed in 
newsprint price indexes, 
let alone what uncoated 
groundwood even is. How-
ever, it remains a testament 
to his administration’s pen-
chant for the type of  folly 
and recklessness that comes 
when economic policy is set 
through impetuous flights 
of  fancy and shifty score 
settling.

We don’t wade into the 
national tariff waters 

cheerfully. Nor do we expect 
others to lose sleep over cost 
adjustments to our uniquely 
democratic institution.

But we do think our read-
ers — in fact, anyone who 
values the societal benefits 
of  a free press – should have 
serious misgivings when a 
hedge-fund company buys 
its way into the printing 
business and tries to desta-
bilize an already precarious 
market in an industry so 
valuable to so many.

Share your misgiving 
with Rep. Jared Huffman at 
202-225-5161.

Editorial Continued from A6

rollment ballooned to 14 students.
She remembers going on nature 

hikes with her teacher right out 
the school’s front door. She said 
she tells other parents that their 
children can get a great, individu-
alized education at Lincoln.

“A lot of  people say the bigger 
schools aren’t working for their 
kids,” she said. “I encourage them 
to come out to see how our school 
works, meet the teachers and the 
kids. Not only is it a great place, 
it’s a family.”

Lincoln lays claim to the oldest 
continuously operating one-room 
schoolhouse in the state. Nestled 
among bucolic dairy farms and 
grassy hills of  northern Marin 
County, its nearest neighbor is the 
Marin French Cheese Company.

For decades, the school has 
served children of  the surrounding 
ranches. But as ranchers age and 
their children move away, there are 
fewer students from which to draw. 
Corda Brady’s children are the only 
Lincoln students who live in the 
district. The rest have transfered in 

from outside the area.
This demographic shift threat-

ens the survival of  the oldest of  the 
dozen or so remaining one-room 
schoolhouses in California. Last 
year, Union School, another one-

room schoolhouse just south of  
Petaluma, closed due to a lack of  
students. Lincoln School District 
absorbed Union School’s assets, 
and the remaining Union students 
were given the option of  transfer-
ring to Lincoln. None of  them did, 
said Sam Dolcini, a Lincoln School 
Board member.

Dolcini, 47, went to Lincoln in 
the 1980s, when the children of  
ranch owners and ranch hands 
“attended as equals,” he said. His 
98-year-old father also went to Lin-
coln, around the time the school 
was just half  a century old.

“One of  the fundamental chal-
lenges is the overall demographics 
are based on changing agriculture,” 
Dolcini said. “The other thing that 
has changed is now it is easier to 
take kids into town for school.”

Dolcini said he thinks that 
school officials can convince 
enough families to send their kids 
to Lincoln to avoid closure.

“We are definitely facing 
enrollment issues,” he said. “But 
I’m fully confident that we’ll keep 
plugging right along.”

(Contact Matt Brown at matt.
brown@arguscourier.com.)
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The playground of Lincoln School is surrounded by rolling hills and open space.

Kindergartner Domonic Spaletta 
practices writing his letters.

Same Day Delivery on instock Items

We’re here to help you!
Mon - Fri 10-8, Sat 10-7, Sun 11-6
707-586-8836 valleyfurniture.net

380 Rohnert Park Expressway
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Rohnert Park

** Special Offer not applied to previous purchase, advertising items and reduced items,** $2000 minimum purchase to be qualified for special financing offer, on approved credit, some restrictions apply.
Check with sales associate for details. Price error is subject to be corrected. Advertising items are limited on hand, color photo may be different. Sale Ends April 29, 2018

LOVESEAT WITH CONSOLE TABLE $1199
LEATHER POWER HEAD REST RECLINING $1199

DARK BROWN FINISH

LEATHER POWER HEADREST AND
POWER RECLINER

4 PC BEDROOM $1599
ENGLISH DOVETAILED DRAWER BOXES WITH BALL BEARING SIDE GLIDES

QUEEN BED, DRESSER, MIRROR AND NIGHT STAND

5 PC DINING $999 2 PC SECTIONAL $499
TABLE (80-95"X40") AND 4 SIDE CHAIRS LOVESEAT AND CHAISE

LARGE SCALE
ROCKER
RECLINER
$359

RUSTIC MEDITERRANEAN FLARE

SALE ENDS APRIL 29, 2018

ROCKER RECLINER
$299

POWER LIFT CHAIR
$599


