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Students at Big Bear High School have dif-
ferent approaches to solving the issue of gun 
violence, but all shared some version of the 
same idea. They feel that they and their peers 
are desensitized because of the quantity of mass 
shootings in America. 

“A lot of people in our country and com-
munity, and even in our schools have become 

jaded in these issues,” senior Troy 
Obernolte said. He said he was 
absolutely horrified when he heard 
about the most recent school 
shooting in Parkland, Florida, and 
said it seems like mass shoot-
ing events have become almost a 

monthly occurrence. 
“For kids like us, we understand the impact of 

it, but a lot of kids are desensitized to it now at 
this point in time,” senior Kailee Saderup said. 
“Where it’s like oh, it’s another school shooting, 
there’s going to be more articles about it; it’s the 
same thing over and over again. I think that’s 
what made it even more upsetting for me. This 
is a tragedy, and I understand that impact, but 
most kids don’t.”

Saderup, and fellow seniors CeeCee Contreras 
and Rylie Sanford, said Big Bear High School vice 
principal Scott Hird visited their honors govern-
ment class Feb. 25 to update students on some 
of the changes happening at the school. The Big 

Bear Grizzly was originally scheduled to partici-
pate in the forum but district protocols had not 
been completed in time. 

After listening to Hird, 
the girls believe there isn’t 
enough transparency or 
student involvement in the 
issue. They want a seat at 
the table when it comes 
to making decisions about 
their safety. 

“It was really produc-
tive for him (Hird) to be 
talking to us,” Sanford 
said. “But then there were 
a few things that he wasn’t 
as open to us about.”

The school has put into 
place ALICE — alert, lockdown, inform, counter 
and evacuate — training and is taking steps to 
address safety concerns. But Saderup, Contreras 
and Sanford worry about the interim until chang-
es are fully put in place.

“They put the big metal gates in ... but what 

are they going to do?” Contreras asked. “They’re 
always open. What’s the next step? They’re doing 
online training. Well, online training is not going 
to help.”

Some of the proposed solutions from Contreras, 
Saderup and Sanford are to involve law enforce-
ment in school safety through a security system. 
In their proposal, cameras on campus would 
be monitored by the Sheriff’s Department, and 
if something were to happen, deputies could 
respond by locking doors and alerting the school 
before getting a team on-site, Sanford said. 

When it came to the discussion of arming 
teachers, Sanford, Saderup and Contreras said 
they would rather have their teachers armed with 
stun guns that can shoot from a distance. They 
would prefer to have armed security guards on 
campus rather than armed teachers.

“As much as I love our Second Amendment, I 
don’t think I want a teacher to necessarily have a 
gun,” Contreras said.

Big Bear High School teacher Colin Schour 
said he doesn’t see a lot of desire from students 
to discuss issues such as school shootings in 
his English classes, but tries to teach lessons of 
empathy as his form of prevention. 

“What I don’t see a lot of here is students who 
are ostracized or aloof,” Schour said. “For the 
most part, students seem to have found their 
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Big Bear senior Rylie Sanford, left, is an advocate for the use of security cameras on campus. Listening to her 
ideas are fellow seniors CeeCee Contreras, center, and Kailee Saderup.
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Most of the students in the Bear Valley Unified School District were born after the 1999 Columbine High School 
massacre. They’ve never known a world without the possibility of a mass shooting at their school. 
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“As much as I love our Second 
Amendment, I don’t think I want a 
teacher to necessarily have a gun.”

CeeCee Contreras, Big Bear High School senior
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